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Cultural Factors Associated with Utilization of

vc Antenatal Care Services in Rural India

Anjali Om
Introduction

Mentor: Professor Mary Boyes, Honors College

Despite vast economic development in India, Previous Fertl Ity
high incidences of neonatal tetanus have delive ry

plagued rural areas as a result of cultural experience rate
practices that encourage topical applications of

cow dung to cut umbilical stumps either Lack of
directly or by using ghee heated with cow dung famale
to warm umbilical dressings. In recent years,
the World Health Organization has made great
efforts to increase availability of tetanus
vaccines 1n affected areas. However, this
system 1s not wholly effective because 1t does
not consider certain predisposing

characteristics or enabling variations that Caste/ Utilization Perceived
contribute to mothers’ lack of utilization of Socio- of antenatal

available health resources. In order to , need of care
etfectively reduce infant and neonatal mortality economic care vs. ease of
rates in India, cultural aspects that contribute to status services dCCESS
mothers’ utilization of antenatal care services
should be 1dentified so that intervention efforts

may be targeted appropriately.
Results/Discussion Works Cited
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Demographic characteristics that make mothers less likely to use antenatal care services include: low Pillai, Rajamohanan, Sankey Wilhams, Henry Glick, Daniel Polsky, Jesse

, , , , , o , . . Berlin, and Robert Lowe. “Factors Affecting Decisions to Seek Treatment for
socloeconomic status/caste, low education/literacy levels, previously positive delivery experiences, high Sick Children in Kerala, India.” Social Science & Medicine 57.5 (2003):
(5+ children) fertility rates, and rural geographic location. Often, women who get married as adolescents 783-790. Science Direct. Web. 7 Oct. 2014,

, , , , o Reynolds, Heidi, Emelita Wong, and Heid1 Tucker. “Adolescents’ Use of
lose the autonomy that comes with higher education and thus are unable to make independent decisions Maternal and Child Health Services in Developing Countries.” International
concerning their health care. All of these factors contribute to perceived need of care; ultimately, Family Planning Perspectives 32.1 (2006): 6-16. J5tor. Web. 17 Oct. 2104.

: : : : : , Saroha, Ekta, Maja Altarac, and Lynn Sibley. “Caste and Maternal Health
welghing perceived need with ease of access determines whether or not mothers will seek health care. Care Service Use among Rural Hindu Women in Maitha, Uttar Pradesh
Many of the demographic characteristics associated with low utilization of health care services are also India.” Journal of Midwifery & Women s Health 53.5 (2008): 41-47. Wiley

: : : .y : Online Library. Web. 3 Oct. 2014.
factors used to 1dentify mothers at risk for poor neonatal umbilical cord care. Thus, by analyzing the Singh, Aditya, Abhishek Kumar, and Amit Kumar. “Determinants of Neonatal
sociological factors at play, intervention efforts may be targeted more appropriately for effective Mortality in Rural India, 2007-2008." Peer./ (2013): 1-26. PubMed. Web. 14
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