


WALLER: SEROLOGICAL TESTS FOR ANTIGLOBULIN ANTIBODIES
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some with and some without complaints of urethral
or vaginal discharge. Neither antiglobulin test was
ordered; these were used as a control group.

For this study, only titers of 160 or above were
considered as positive tests. Table 1 shows the re-
sults of the tests for rheumatoid factors and serum
agglutinators in 1,320 patients. The incidence of
positive tests for serum agglutinators was highest
in the hospitalized patients (group 1), whereas the
incidence of positive tests for rheumatoid factors
was highest, understandably, in the patients attend-
ing the rheumatology clinic (group 2). In the pa-
tients attending the venereal disease clinic (group
3), the incidence for both types of antiglobulin anti-
bodies was only 1-2%.

Table 2 shows the variety of diseases among
the 181 hospital patients. The association between
positive tests for serum agglutinators and suppura-
tive infection is apparent. In patients with pneu-
monia, suppuration is variable; in addition, there
is natural drainage, and the patients receive early
therapy. Thus positive tests are not usual. The
incidence of positive tests in patients with localized
infections depends upon the severity of the lesion.
In neither malignancy nor metabolic disease are
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INCIDENCE OF POSITIVE TESTS FOR ANTIGLOBULIN ANTIBODIES*

TABLE 1

Test for Rheumatoid Test for Serum

_ Factors Agglutinators
Study Total No.  No. Percent No.  Percent
Group Patients Positive Postive Positive Positive

1 181 13 7.1 27 14.9

2 926 148 16.0 5 0.5

3 213 3 1.4 4 1.9

Totals. 1,320 164 12.4 36 2.7
Nortk. Group 1 = hospital patients. Group 2 = patients
attending the rheumatology clinic. Group 3 = patients

attending the venereal disease clinic.

* Reprinted by permission from Am J Med 54: 731-734,

1973.

TABLE 2

TESTS FOR SERUM AGGLUTINATORS IN 181 HosPITAL PATIENTS
(GrouP 1) WITH A VARIETY OF DISEASES*

Patients (no.)

1973.

Positive
Infection Total  Test
Gram-negative septicemia 2 o
Pyelonephritis 6 1
Pneumonia 11 1
Granulomatous infection 8 2
Subacute bacterial endocarditis 3 3
Large abscesses (empyema, osteomyelitis) 19 12
Infections associated with immunologic 5 o
deficiency (lymphoma, thymoma,
myeloma, transplantation)
Localized infection (gonorrhea, 25 4
pyoderma tonsillitis, infectious
arthritis, wound infection, decubitus
ulcers)
' Malignancy 14 -
Connective tissue diseases (rheumatoid 19 2
arthritis, lupus, gout)
Undiagnosed (fever of undetermined 15 1
origin) )
Metabolic disease (diabetes, nephrosis, 54 1
toxic drugs, muscular dystrophy,
alcoholism, cardiovascular disease)
Totals 181 27
* Reprinted by permission from Am J Med 54: 731-734,
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