
Editor's Note 

This specia l  issue of the journa l  is on the theme "Ethn icity, Fam­
i ly and Commun ity," wh ich  was the topic o f  o u r  23rd annua l  conference 
held in March 1 995 in Bou lder, Colorado. Mary Kel ly, ou r  special issue 
ed ito r, has selected an exce l lent set of qua l ity art ic les focused on the 
theme. Nowhere more than i n  the f ie ld of ethn ic stud ies do the top ics of  
fam i ly  and comm u n ity p lay such important ro les .  One need on ly look at 
the dynamic changes occurri ng in U . S. society to see how these changes 
inf luence and a re i nf luenced by ethn ic/rac ia l  fam i l ies and the commun i ­
t i es  i n  wh ich  they  res ide .  

I n  her  in t roduct ion ,  Mary Ke l ly  demonstrates how immig rat ion 
has p layed a s i gn if icant role i n  establ i sh ing  ethn icity and ethn ic  identity 
with i n  a societal  context .  It is i mportant to note that recent imm ig rat ion 
cont inues to in f luence both immig rant and non- immigrant pe rspectives 
on ethn ic ity and ethn ic  ident ity. Several themes found  in the art ic les 
revo lve around  topics such as the p ress u res of ass im i lat ion , the mainte­
nance and t ransm ittal of ethn ic  ident ity, ethn ic opt ions re lated to class 
d ifferences, and the emerg i ng  i mpact of eth n ic  identity for mul t i racia l  
ch i ld ren .  In th is latte r respect, the potent ia l  c reat ion of a mu lt i rac ia l  cat­
egory by the federa l  government fo r census pu rposes cou ld  have a tre­
mendous impact on ethn ic/rac ia l  g roups i n  ou r  society. 

Th is  issue also marks the f i rst one with ou r  new jou rna l  t i t le -

Ethnic Studies Review. We have restructu red and combined the pub­
l icat ion of  our  journa l ,  formerly t i t led Explorations in Ethnic Studies, and 
our book rev iew issue,  p revious ly  ca l led Explorations in Sights and 
Sounds, i nto th is new format. In Ethnic Studies Review we wi l l  con­
t inue to publ ish our standard research art ic les,  but wi l l  a lso inc lude re­
search notes ,  as wel l  as the major  review essays and book reviews for­
merly found in o u r  book review issue.  Add it iona l ly, we w i l l  i nc rease the 
number of issues per  vo lume f rom 2 to 3 .  We wi l l  keep  the cu rrent vo l ­
ume n umber i ng  sequence and issues 1 -3 o f  each vol u me w i l l  be pub ­
l i shed i n  Feb ruary, June  and October, respect ive ly. 
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