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HELP!!! AAAAAAHH!!!! AAAAAA- oh, thank God. You finally 
picked us up. 

Hello, trusty readers! Once again, you’ve come along and snagged our 
latest volume of strange tales. For that, we thank you! You’re in for a real 
treat this year. Our 2018 theme is... HELP! (No, we weren’t snatched up by 
a pterodactyl mid-sentence. This is our theme.)

HELP! strips a story down to its bare essentials. Any story worth reading has 
some sort of conflict, right? 

There are plenty of different situations that could leave you needing some 
help. Perhaps your spaceship is about to be crushed by an oncoming 
meteor storm (only for your robot sidekick to save you just in time). Maybe 
you, a hacktivist, need help freeing yourself from a virtual reality purgatory. 
Or perhaps you just burned your mouth on hot food (and not even God can 
help you now.) 

In this volume of Emanata you will find a wide range of tales about help. 
This volume celebrates vulnerability and the strength it takes to ask for 
assistance. It applauds the kindness of people who are willing to lend a 
hand to those in need. It recognizes people who, in situations of crisis, put 
their trust in a higher force to keep them safe. It shines a light on people 
who help themselves. HELP! examines the unexpected complexity of this 
seemingly simple topic. 

We hope this book reminds you that it’s never a bad time to ask for help. 
Or to offer help! Our consensus: help is good. It’s our hope that this book 
drives that point home.

Now, a collection of strange tales from VCU’s finest writers and artists.

Enjoy! 

- Sammy Newman

Foreword ............................................... 
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Weather Watch Ellie Erhart



11

n1 
"+7\ 

\. 



12

H 
E 



13



14

Nature Knows Best Emma Kane



15



16



17

----



18



19



20

Maze Evan McGrady
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Post-Coital Thoughts of a Monster Couple Delaney Burk
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The Messenger Megan Rogers
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Cold Noelle Hepworth
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Pizza Man Tiffani Green
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The Light is Hungry Emely Pascual
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Help! Hunter Hutcheson
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Advocrypts Claire Patefield
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Life Goes On Vigianti Tanudjaja
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Lemon Drops Lynn Powell

l wow my story of when i thought 
i locked myself in the bathroom 
stall after i got really drunk isnt 
as exciting in comparison hdjfksg 
LMAO 

1 
OK SO my folks and i went to idaho 
be my dad loves fishing and theres 
gr8 fishing there 

As they do in idaho 

we were going bar hopping a lot that 
night so when we got to the place 
in question we were already a little 
gone 
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" so we go to this really ritzy outdoor 
lounge club thing with an ice rink 
next to it (irrelevant) and we grab 
some nice chairs 

mind you there was another party 
nearby, a big one, and they had 
ordered abt 50 lemon drops and no 
one was really drinking them so they 
were just passing them around like 
free candy 
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i had two on top of the other two 
drinks i had ordered from this one 
place alone 

SO NEEDLESS TO SAY i was far 
gone and nature calls 

so i make my way to the bathroom 
and its one of those rly high end 
bathrooms with the full length 
wooden doors 

on the stalls 

y to open the door and the 
wouldnt budge 
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and its the FULL LENGTH DOORS 
so its not like i couldve CRAWLED 
UNDER IT and i was so ready to 
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i walked back in shame and when 
i got back to our seats mom 
was laughing so hard she was 
crying and dad had this Look of 
disappointment on his face 
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Fork + Knife Techniques Abby Goss
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Shrinking Violets Morgan Barnett
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The Abettor Diansakhu Banton-Perry
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Why Sherlock Needs Watson Sammy Newman

MY DISG-UIStS 
AR£ FLA\../LESS. 

EVEN SCOTLAND 'IAIW5 FINEST 
DETECTIVES RELY ON ME TO 
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Need A Hand? Erin Joo
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The Wolf Susie Grady
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The Final Boss Ellen Gilmore
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Baptism Ashlyn Rudolph
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A Daily Occurrence Elizabeth McCown
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Amadeus James Nguyen
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Someone in Some Future Time Bran Williams
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