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FOREWORD

HELP!!! AAAAAAHH!!!! AAAAAA- oh, thank God. You finally
picked us up.

Hello, trusty readers! Once again, you've come along and snagged our
latest volume of strange tales. For that, we thank you! You're in for a real
treat this year. Our 2018 theme is... HELP! (No, we weren't snatched up by
a pterodactyl mid-sentence. This is our theme.)

HELP! strips a story down to its bare essentials. Any story worth reading has
some sort of conflict, right?

There are plenty of different situations that could leave you needing some
help. Perhaps your spaceship is about to be crushed by an oncoming
meteor storm (only for your robot sidekick to save you just in time). Maybe
you, a hacktivist, need help freeing yourself from a virtual reality purgatory.
Or perhaps you just burned your mouth on hot food (and not even God can
help you now.)

In this volume of Emanata you will find a wide range of tales about help.
This volume celebrates vulnerability and the strength it takes to ask for
assistance. It applauds the kindness of people who are willing to lend a
hand to those in need. It recognizes people who, in situations of crisis, put
their trust in a higher force to keep them safe. It shines a light on people
who help themselves. HELP! examines the unexpected complexity of this
seemingly simple topic.

We hope this book reminds you that it's never a bad time to ask for help.
Or to offer help! Our consensus: help is good. It's our hope that this book
drives that point home.

Now, a collection of strange tales from VCU's finest writers and artists.

Enjoy!

- Sammy Newman
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