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“Learning Resources.” Jacob Lawrence: Exploring Stories, Whitney Museum of American Art, N.Y., November 8, 2001
www.whitnew.org/jacoblawrence/resources/webgst_index.html. @2001 Whitney Museum of American Art.

(http://www.whitney.org/jacoblawrence/
resources/webgst_index.html). Through the
numerous WebQuests on this site, students
can investigate a variety of issues related to
Lawrence’s work including working women,
struggle, transition, migration, family and
community, and discrimination.

Conclusions

I have suggested that the ideas promoted
in the recent published literature on critical
thinking and the WWW do not explicitly
relate to contemporary ideas about critical
thinking. Additionally, there is little conti-
nuity or agreement among the articles as to
what critical thinking is. As art educators, we
need to create working descriptions of critical
thinking that can guide our practices and
conscientiously work to involve our students
in lessons that involve critical thinking. If
we can be successful in these goals, then we
may help students learn more about the world
beyond the classroom and help students think
as they investigate topics through the WWW,
For teachers to be successful in integrating
critical thinking and the WWW, they should
be prepared for the following scenarios:
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Students will likely come to different
conclusions and may need to learn how
to disagree without being disagreeable;

Students’ questions and ideas may lead to
other questions and ideas, and not neces-
sarily to an answer;

Without sufficient guidance, student use
of the WWW may be superficial, at best,
and mainly involve surfing commercial
sites;

You may wish to generate lists of pre-
selected sites for students to use as a
starting point. This is especially beneficial
for younger students and those who do
not have considerable experience locating
information on the WWW; and

Try incorporating a critical thinking
activity involving the WWW into a lesson
you enjoy teaching and that you know is
already successful with students. Starting
with an established lesson and adding a
WWW component may increase your
chances of having a successful experience.

Continually rethinking and refining what we
do to involve recent technology and contem-
porary ideas will not only help prepare our
students for their roles in society, but will also
help art teachers stay invigorated and excited
about their profession.

Melanie L. Buffington is assistant professor,
Department of Art Education, School of the
Arts, Virginia Commonwealth University,
Richmond. E-mail: mbuffington@vcu.edu
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ENDNOTES

I Critical thinking is also referred to as “higher

order thinking” and “understanding” by
different authors,

2Numerous articles written about applications
of critical thinking curricula in higher educa-
tion settings include detailed descriptions of
the concept.

35ee the WebQuest page at the San Diego
State University’s website: www.sdsu.
edu/webquest for further information and
examples of WebQuests.
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Robert Rauschenberg Day

The Power of Art:
Teaching Students with
Learning Disabilities

A comprehensive one day
workshop, held on Friday
May 18, 2007, for art
teachers who work with
students with learning
disabilities. This program
presents the exciting and
innovative ways the arts
can be used to teach
academic skills to students
with learning disabilities.

CALL 202.965.6600 TO RECEIVE
INFORMATION ABOUT APPLYING
FOR THIS UNIQUE WORKSHOP.
THE APPLICATION FORM CAN
ALSO BE DOWNLOADED
DIRECTLY FROM OUR WEBSITE:
WWW.LABSCHOOL.ORG or e-mail:
emily.marchetti@labschool.org

DEADLINE: To be announced.

SPONSORED BY THE ROBERT RAUSCHENBERG

FOUNDATION & THE LAB SCHOOL OF
WASHINGTON
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