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FOREWORDFOREWORD 

Hello Dear Readers, 

As of the time of writing this, it is mid-March. And what a year it’s 
been already! Since January, there wasn’t a single moment where 
some kind of disaster wasn’t imminent. Yet we’re still here to bring 
you this fruit of our labor, thanks to all the hard work of our incredible 
editors and contributors. Soon we’ll all get to laugh about all the mess 
that’s happened this year— or will we? It’s that kind of uncertainty 
that gives life zest, but for this issue we chose to focus on when the 
moment has already passed. 

We’re blessed with the power to look back. Whether it’s impulse-
buying a horrible t-shirt or making a life changing choice, we walk 
away with new thoughts and experiences under our belt. It could be 
a pleasant hum of success or lay-awake-at-3am-regret-everything-
ever-happened kind of thought, but whatever it may be, it drives us 
to do what we do. We want to celebrate this collective experience 
with these stories of realization, regret, and growth as we explore 
the theme of hindsight. 

Now, some incredible works by our amazing contributors and editors. 

Enjoy! 

- Erin Joo 
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I MUST HAVE BLA 
DAY, BECAUSE I 0 
HAMDS AND NOTHI 

WHEN THE SUN CAME UP ON THE 
SECOND DAY AND I SAW YOU 
AGAIN I KNEW THAT I JUST 
WANTED TO BASK IN YOUR. 
BEAUTY FOR ALL ENTERNITY. 
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IT WAS THEN THAT I KNEWTHAT I WAS IN LOVE 
WITH YOU. AND I WASN'T TME ONLY ONE. 

DOZENS Of SUITORS. 
CAPTIVATED BY 'IOUR 
BEAUTY. I UNDERSTAND. 
1•M CAPTIVATED AS WELL. 

I COULD NEVER SPEAK TO 
YOU BECAUSE I COULD 
NEVER MEASURE UP TO 
THEM, I KNOW, BUT I STILL 
STAY. CAPTIVATED. 
CAPTIVATED. CAPTIVATED. 
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BUT I KNOW WE ARE SOULMATES. YOU ooN·T LOVE 
ANY OF THE OTHERS. BVT IF YOU KNEW ME, YOU'D 
LOVE ME. YOU'D FEEL THE SAME WAY I FEEL 
ABOUT YOU. I KNOW. 

r IIJIDJ 
LIVE 

I HAVE ALWAYS BEEN WATCHING. 

l L so I KNOW THAT I LOVE YOU. J 

l II II 

YOU WILL 
LOVEMETOO .. 

END. 
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You were a good person 

Yes, 

..q h 

Sooner or later, you'll 
be sent off to live again 

For now, however, 
you're here 

You made a lot 
of people happy 

72 



FinalStretchHindsight.indd  73FinalStretchHindsight.indd  73 4/17/20  10:06 AM4/17/20  10:06 AM

Next time .. 

Yes, I rememb er that. 

Please take care 
of yourself more. 
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Then, ~ou will have a good life. 

End. 
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EDITORIAL STAFF 

Samy Newman 
Editor-in-Chief 

Sammy is a VCUarts Senior who loves 
comics and illustration. Her life goal 
is to make funny books for kids. In her 
free time, you can find her in one of 
Richmond’s many coffee shops, enjoying 
an overpriced beverage and sometimes 
sketching cafe-goers but mostly just 
staring yearningly out the window. 

Lindsay Hart 
Editor-in-Chief 

Lindsay Hart is a senior in Communication 
Arts. She would like to clarify that “The 
‘words & pictures’ that make up the 
comics language are often described as 
prose and illustration combined. A bad 
metaphor: poetry and graphic design 
seems more apt” is actually a Seth quote, 
and not written by Art Speigelman. 

Erin Jo 
Asistant editor-in-chief 

Erin is a self proclaimed dragon keeper 
majoring in Communication Arts. She 
loves a good story in any form of media 
and aspires to bring her own to life 
someday. When she’s not drawing, you 
can most likely spot her trying to convince 
someone to get a ukulele of their own. 
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EDITORIAL STAFF 

Liz McCown 
Treasurer 

Liz is a senior in Comm Arts who draws 
things sometimes. They have a bunny 
named Domino and will force you to look 
at pictures of her. You can find them on 
instagram @dystopiancatalyst. 

Meg Rogers 
Social Media Cordinator 

Meg is a Communication Arts and Kinetic 
Imaging double major who loves birds 
almost as much as she loves her friends. 
She can be found in the crypts of Franklin 
Terrace practicing the ancient arts of 
storyboarding and animation. When she 
sometimes emerges, she can be found 
with friends or embroidering. 

Casper Pham 
Bok Designer & Senior editor 

Casper Pham is an artist who lives their 
life in many places at once (Vietnam, the 
US, and the deep, deep cosmos). They 
are most passionate about creating and 
designing fictional environments in which 
grand romance and drama may one day 
take place. 
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EDITORIAL STAFF 

Evan McGrady 
Events Cordinator 
& Senior Editor 

Evan is a Senior in Commarts with a 
minor in Craft who loves making comics, 
creating illustration, and crafting things. 
He has been with Emanata since he was a 
freshman and loves making comics. 

Jefrey Belfield 
Staf Editor 

Jeffrey is a senior in Communication Arts at VCUarts who likes 
gay romance stories and cartoons. While not drawing, you can 
catch them playing the sims 3 or staring into space, daydreaming 
about anything but their responsibilities. 

Ian Crovela 
Staf Editor 

Ian Crovella, Class of 2020, is an animator and comics illustrator. 
He likes drawing stuff that’s fun, wacky and irreverent. Check 
out his work on the comic Fighting Dreamers and the upcoming 
short film Welcome to Goth City. 

Jeny Dou 
Staf Editor 

Jenny is a rising junior in commarts. Her interests outside of 
drawing and writing include skateboarding and indulging in 
emo culture like it’s still 2007. 
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EDITORIAL STAFF 

Alex dowdy 
Staf Editor 

Alex Dowdy is a sophomore majoring in Cinema and minoring 
in Creative Writing and Psychology. He likes movies best when 
they’re exceedingly good or exceedingly bad, and his favorite 
pastime is being mad about said movies. He also likes to plan 
and edit books and scripts (but not write them). 

Jelani Elis 
Staf Editor 

Jelani is a senior in Communication Arts. She likes to tell stories! 
Recently her work is shifting toward the bizarre, introspective 
and occasionally horrific. 

Sonet Garcia 
Staf editor 

Other than being an eternal night bun(ny), Sonnet is a Junior 
in Graphic Design who is also working towards a Certificate 
in Product Innovation. Her popular pastime activities include: 
spending hours on Tiktok, doodling, creatively writing a whole 
book in 20 minutes, and wiping the floor in competitive Tetris. 
In terms of drawing, she hopes to build her skills through 
creating comics to proudly be able to add on “illustrator” to her 
career bio. 

Lauren Johnson 
Staf Editor 

Lauren is a sophomore majoring in Communication Arts at VCU 
working to hone her illustrative and storytelling skills. With 
special interests in editorial illustration, character design, and 
comics, she’s most inspired by the action, sci-fi, and fantasy 
genres she’s consumed since a child. You can find her fueling 
her caffeine addiction at the nearest coffee shop or binging Star 
Trek with friends. 
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EDITORIAL STAFF 

Max Kilbourne 
Staf Editor 

Max Kilbourne or @crellth_official on insta is a comic obsessed 
sleep deprived student. He cooks all his meals since he’s broke 
and never stops talking about it. Also he likes werewolves. 

Chloe Kindley 
Staf Editor 

Chloe L. Kindley is a Senior Interdisciplinary student with a focus 
in LGBTQ Art History. They hope to one day create a Southern 
Queer artist archive. In their spare time, they can be found 
cuddling their cat Tulip, huddled over an embroidery hoop, or 
cursing at their sewing machine. 

Jamie Knierim 
Staf Editor 

Jamie is a Commarts senior specializing in comics. He’s 
participated in Emanata every year he’s been at VCU, and this 
is his first time editing. In his free time he likes hiking, picking 
dead bugs up off the ground, and playing more tabletop RPGs 
than is generally advisable. 

Jayce Nguyen 
Staf Editor 

Jayce is a Sophomore in Graphic Design and first time editor 
for Emanata. He has a deep-seated love for ice hockey, queer 
narratives, and serif typefaces. 

Cleo Reavey 
Staf Editor 

Cleo is a freshman at VCUarts who likes drawing cartoons and 
doodling pictures. If she’s not making art she’s probably walking 
through the fan district and looking at the pretty townhouses. 
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Madox Strout 
Staf Editor 

Maddox is a sophomore in Communication Arts. He loves 
character design, storytelling, and men. His little free time is 
spent playing D&D, keeping insects/arachnids, and consuming 
enough red bull to keep a mammoth awake for centuries. 

Maxine Torti 
Staf Editor & writing Consultant 

Pursuing degrees in both English and GSWS, as well as a 
minor in creative writing, Maxine Torti is thrilled to be joining 
the Emanata staff. Her writing, which is speculative in nature, 
centers trans characters and queer relationships within the 
larger genres of horror, sci-fi, and slipstream fiction. She also 
writes poetry! 

Angelina Winston 
Staf Editor 

Winston is a sophomore in Communication Arts and their 
interests include storyboarding and VFX. 
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CONTACT INFO 

Argueta. Gabriela 
arguetagc@vcu.edu 

Belfield, Jeffrey 
belfieldjd@vcu.edu 

Bischoff, Loki 
reallystrangedreams@gmail.com 

Boly, Ian 
bolyig@vcu.edu 

Brady, Sarah 
bradys2@vcu.edu 

Clyburn, Dierra 
clyburnd@ vcu.edu 

Crovella, Ian 
iancrovella@gmail.com 

Deely, Claire 
deelyhc@vcu.edu 

Dou, Jenny 
douj@mymail.vcu.edu 

Dowdy, Alex 
acedowdy@gmail.com 

Ellis, Jelani 
jelani_e.liza@yahoo.com 

Erhart, Ellie 
erhartes@mymail.vcu.edu 

Garcia, Sonnet 
garciasmd@vcu.edu 
instagram.com/sonn_bun 

Garnhart, Nicole 
garnhartnm@vcu.edu 

Green, Tiffani 
greenta6@vcu.edu 

Hart, Lindsay 
hartld2@vcu.edu 

Hepworth, Noelle 
nhep@me.com 

Hilliard-Worth, Alexis 
hilliardworar@vcu.edu 

Johnson, Lauren 
lnjohnson198@gmail.com 
instagram.com/multiplumes 

Joo, Erin 
erinyjoo@gmail.com 
instagram.com/toopachu 

Kilbourne, Max 
kilbourneaj@vcu.edu 
instagram.com/crellth_official 

Kindley, Chloe 
kindleycl@vcu.edu 

Knierim, Jamie 
knierimjq@vcu.edu 

Landsverk, Teymura 
landsverkt@vcu.edu 

Lee, Catherine 
leec39@vcu.edu 
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