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Foreword

Dear Readers,

The cover spread of this anthology, inspired by the work of
Heironymous Bosch, is a visual interpretation of escaping the hell
that’s been the past two years. As we suffered from burnout during
the thick of the pandemic, we here at Emanata dreamed of igniting
the passion for comics amongst the masses at VCU. We opened our
doors not only to experienced comic artists, but also to students
who otherwise would not have an opportunity to express themselves
through the visual arts. For many of our contributors, this was their
first experience with creating comics.

Just as one day—-dreams while bored sitting at a desk, some of our
contributors dreamt of a whimsical escape from the doldrums of life
and held optimism for what the future brings. Others chose to reflect
and amplify the nightmarish horrors of life, with the reassurance that
all storms pass. While past editions of Emanata, such as Hindsight
and The End, focused on the past and present respectfully, this
year’s edition, Dream, focuses on hope for a brighter future.

At over 400 pages, this edition of the anthology is our Renaissance,
as it is not only a revival, but also a great achievement.

— Sarah Brady & Claire Deely
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