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FOREWARD

In these times we live in, it is easy to fall into despair.

his year’s theme, Ruin, feels ominous -- it calls to mind disaster,

destruction, and loss. Our wonderful cover by Sarah Leckemby
carries that looming anxiety with it. But also like our wonderful
cover, there is beauty there too. Ruin can be beautiful both in
revealing the ephemeral nature of everything and appreciating that
there can be value in things that are imperfect -- and sometimes it is
necessary for the things that come after, like how a forest fire leaves
the ground dense with the nutrients for new growth.

Thank you to the people and organizations who helped us find
beauty and growth this year: the VCU Student Media Center, our
cover artist Sarah Leckemby, our graphic designers Clare Wislar and
Solimar Santoyo, and of course all of our managing editors, editors,
and contributors. We would have been ruined without them.

We're incredibly proud of the work in Ruin. We hope that in this

year’s volume, you find not despair, but beauty, growth, and meaning.
Signed,

Emanata Senior Staff
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