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Ableism by Ash Giffith 

"Oh, bless you, honey." 

"I-I'm sorry?" 

"For your brokeness and youstill go around like there isnothing wrong with you." 

"Because there is nothingwrong with me! I'm perfectlyfine and -healthy." 

"Oh well of course there is,sugar. You're in a wheelchair." 

I

"Oh. You're right. I guess itcould be worse though and Icould suffer as you do." 

"What? Howdo I suffer,honey?" 

"By being a self-righteousbitch." 
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I Body 
by Anonymous 

o 
tc 
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Modification 

When I look at tattoos, I see beauty, even as my father cringes. 
"You will never get a tattoo," he stresses, as if I am about to walk 
into a dingy parlor and ask for their largest one. 

The only piercings my Grandmother will accept are those 
on my ears and only one per ear. More of that and I 'II be considered 
a whore. Or something. I don't know. She never really explained. 

And all these opinions were vocal. They were loud. 
They hurt my ears. And yet, the largest modification, the one that ran 
in seven parallel lines down my left arm, that permanent, 
self-inflicted tattoo brought silence. They zipped their lips at it 
and turned away. 
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Gun Control Laws ....------...
By Cyrus Nuual 
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Speaking truth to power 
by Heather Ash 

'White privilege? I What the heck is that?"
11

111 stunned. I've just heard those words issue from
1nyn1other 1s mouth and I'm stunned. I try to explain.
About institutional racism and how it's son1ething
you're born with, something you can't control.
"I don't have any goddamn privilege. I grew up poor
as shit!" 
No, Mom, it's got nothing to do with economics, it's a
social thing. It's in the little things that happen
everyday. She asked for an example and I respond
about the way people look at her, treat her in every
interaction. It's the deLails. She pauses for a mon1ent,
thoughtful. 
"This is ridiculous. If people can be mad at n1e just
because I'm white, then l 1n1 allowed to be niad at
then1 just because they' re men."
Now you're getting it, Mood
...well, sort of... 
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Marriage By Aila Castane 
... 

The sad melody her heart sings. 

The springs in the bed bounce up and down, 

Reminiscent of his hyper-active 

She doesn't want to let him go 

And so she holds on for dear life. 

Yet he leaves to see his mistress, 

before banging his loyal wife. 

This is not marri 

And "I do" not believe this is a man. 





I wish I had learned... 

by Anonymous 

I wish I had learned to not care,to run awaywithout looking back,to ignore the criticism
and the small commentsand the strange looks.I'd done nothing wrong.
I'd loved myown. I knewI hadn't madea mistake.I felt it in myownsoul,
the one that was apparently going to hell.Andyet the guilt ate mealive gnawingat meslow enoughthat it becamepain.But it wasn't myguilt, it was theirs.Andnowthat I've learned to not care,I wish I'd learned it earlier. 
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*Otherwise know as:
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one must spend money they don't 
1ey to pay that back then spend the 

bills instead of sunsets. \lo 
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,. ~y Privilege:::=.-:::::::byBrittney Maddox 

~ ~ My privilege allows 
~ me to say the "N" word. 

I am not sure what 

~ that will get me in 
this life. 

~ 
My privilege is being 

------ treated "nicely" by men 
------ who have their ulterior 

motives who think all I am is 
~ my face or body. 

My privilege doesn't 
feel like a privilege 
but a burden 
under the guise 
of cool. 
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EITHER WAY,
IT MEANS we'FtE 
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ENDING THIS 
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My best friend doesn't think abortion 

should be legal. She's Catholic and we 
fought about it one summer night on a 

balcony overreaching Cary St. 

Things got heard, and she stormed inside 

my apartment for a glass of water and 

probably to breathe some air untainted 

by my sinfulness. I broke down. Hearing my 
sobs from the other side of the long hallway 

she rushed back. She was afraid, she told me, 

that I had jumped because earlier that evening 
I had revealed to her my dark secret of plans fo~ 

suicide last semester. I told her I had wanted to 

jump off a building, but I can never and will never 

tell her that it was really to kill the baby aa 
I was sure was growing inside me. 
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e new it was coming but hoped it wouldn't.
Keep walking, just ignore. 
Neither of us ore anyone's mother.
"You in the bluel" 

Dammit, I'm wearing blue, aren't I?
Why did I wear blue? 

As if that would've made a difference. 

AA 
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ReproductiveRights
byAlexCarrigan 

I ~ fl'r--1'>~ r._ • 

Iwantto argueagainstmyreproductiveright!. K._ ~ _ -
,Seriously,don't let mebreed. / .......__,__;;,~ ""'"Whyarewomenconstantlyjudgedfor howtheyusetheirbody? ....._Can'ta guylikemebecriticizedaswell?
I'vegot a loadedgun,andit goesoff a lot.
I'mgettinglaidfrequently, f
nocturnalemissionsarestill the norm,
andI'mquitecozywith myhand.
Aren'tI a perversion?~ /
Shouldn'tyoucontrolme?
Maybeyoushouldjust payfor mycondomsinstead.
I mean,unlessyou introducemyballsto a hot knife, «ls,
maybenooneshouldberestricted. 
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Reproductive Rights 

by Kathleen Brien 

Are you team pro-control, or pro-choice? 

Are you team pill or punch? 

Team dress or coat hanger? 

Team Christ or Team banger? 

Tell me, when you're on one 

team playing against the other, 

are you allowed to call the 

other team's shots? 

Do you get to decide when to 

run second base or stay safe? 

at's sports - that's a man's world. 

In the woman's world, it's okay to 

have the man call all your shots. 

Unless it's a birth control shot, 

in which case, game cancelled -

Sorry girls, it looks like rain. 

You can't always have it your way. 



CAT-CALLING 
by Anonymous 

I 

I 

My best friend and I spend our days sitting on the patio, 
chain smoking, and generally enlightneing the men around us. 
You know, things like we have brains and feelings and we get 

pretty for ourselves and hey, we like to get laid, too! 
We whiste, Ayo sexy papa, come over here and show me what 

you're made of. I bet you can 1t pin me against this wall. 
Hey! Let me feel your balls real quick. Ayo babe? 

What 1s the problem? They're just compliments. 
We cackle like witches, puff our cancer sticks, and tel} him 

he 1s just being a bitch because he either of us could beat him up. 
We like to have fun, too. 

l 



I wish I hadlearned... 
by Brittney Maddox 

That not everyone will see you as an equal. 

Despite your degree/accomplishments. 

Despite the way you carry yourself. 

Despite - o. You don't need people 

In your life that don't see you for who you are: equal 
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Manhood and/or womanhood 

by Heather Ash
rt was around 10:30 PM h 

w en the transformation be 
gan. 

Fir st I opened the black lipstick that I hadn't touched 

since Halloween. Employing the practiced hand of a 

Re~I Life Socialized Girl, I applied an ample amount 

my,- b That help!; it 1ast 1~n~er•ps, lotted, ana reapplied. ,. .. 

you know. I realized my clothes felt too tight. 

Moving out or tne oatnroom I suddenly 

slipped off th • . 
e restrictive bra, t-shirt, and jeans 

I had been wearing air day and picked up th~ first thing 

on my floor: a pair of boys pants cut off- - . - at the knee 
- I 

buttons instead of a zipper on the crotcn. After trench 

braiding my hear into piQ~ails, I looked at myself 

torso, hairy legs, more woman. . 

than I've ever fell before) and took the 

Lest selfie of my life. 



'l wish'l hai Cearned. .. 
iQ'" 

... ow my mo er 
Surely she scream 
her body had no 
PUSH, and scream 

~ Mom, why are you moving -
PUSH, and scream. 
Mom, what's going on? 
PUSH, and scream. 

,-~ 

Mom, mom, I'm being blinded. 

Are these knives near my scalp? ,llfr,-,r' 
PUSH, mumble.=== yr/rHw,,~. 
It's stopped now. Mom, you must be alright. l 
Mom? 

Mom, 
I wish 

I wish you taught me how to screa 
But I don't remember much from the 
and I'll never be able to teach my dauhter 
how to be strong. 



Cat-Calling 
byAila Castane 

AYE MAMI! 

GOD BLESS YOU MAMI! 

... Funny. I don't remember giving birth anytime in the past. 
And I hope you don't think my evil glare is something that will last. 

Take a good look now, because this is all that you will see. 
And don't be surpised you couldn't get the PUSSY. 

Maybe you should ask your mami, papi. 
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