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This book is intended as a footnote to the
larger history of the last years of the slave trade
in the Atlantic and to the efforts of the British
West Indian planters to find labor substitutes for
the emancipated slaves. During this period, the
Royal Navy recaptured in the Atlantic some of the
people exported from Africa as slaves by other
colonial powers, and took them to Sierra Leone or
to St. Helena. Officials from several West Indian
islands. tried to induce some of these recaptives to
immigrate to the West Indies as indentured laborers.
This book is a social history which focuses on the
approximately eight thousand West Africans (primari-
ly Yoruba, and also Igbo, Kalabari, Nupe, Temne,
Mende, and Mandinka) and Central Africans _Kongo,
Nsundi, Yaka, Ambaka, Bobangi (Bayanzi), and Ndongo]
who came to Jamaica as indentured laborers. The
text gives a generally chronological account of
their immigration and the conditions under which
they worked. (Their reaction to their condition
can be inferred from the book's title, which comes
from a song of lament sung by some of the Central
Africans' descendants.) The text (109 pages), plus
the extensive footnotes (42 pages), describes the
social structure and culture of the major immigrant
groups, with an emphasis on religion as a cohesive

force among the African communities. The book dis-
cusses cultural retentions and ethnic group bound-
aries. Inter-ethnic ties were formed between

different groups (both African and non-African)
through such devices as fictive kinship and Pan-
Africanism. These arguments support the author's
main thesis that the cultures of these peoples were
an important source for the persistence of African
traits after the end of slavery. She thinks that a
thorough discussion of the origin, spread, and mix-
ing of cultures on the island should include the
impact of these immigrants.

As an anthropologist who has done field research
in the West Indies, I found Schuler's discussion to
be careful and well-reasoned. She shows an excel-
lent grasp of the anthropological, sociological,
and historical literature. However, I became annoy-
ed at the need to jump back and forth between the
text and footnotes in order to get the full force of
her argument. Furthermore, the book, treating as it
does only a small part of the larger history of the
Caribbean area, does not give much background on the
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history or social structure of Jamaica or the slave
trade, and so readers need at least a working know-
ledge of these subjects. I would like to commend
Schuler's decision to conduct fieldwork among the
Jamaican descendants of the Africans (which she did
in 1971) but as an anthropologist would have
appreciated more details on how the fieldwork was
conducted.

In sum: readers who are interested in a detail-
ed history of the Africans' strategies for survival
in their new surroundings and an exploration of some
of the possible dynamics of these strategies will
find the book of use, provided they have the
necessary background in Caribbean history and
ethnography.

David M. Johnson
North Carolina A&T State University
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