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OVERVIEW 
I attempted to find evidence that 

females were breaking gender roles 
by being involved in gangs. I found 

evidence that suggested that violent 
females are considerably out of 

society norms. Most people don’t 
consider females when they think 

about a gang member, yet it is 
presumed that they make up 10% of 

active gangs members. However, due 
to the lack of thorough research, none 

of the data that I have found is 
absolutely confident in their numbers. 

Females join gangs for the same 
reasons male do, however, unlike 
male gang members female gang 

members’ “main concern [has] less to 
do with status and reputation, and 
more to do with innovative ways to 
make a living and survive in a bleak 

environment with no legitimate 
opportunities to make money and a 

weak support system (Karen p.150).” 
One study found that of the girls 

interviewed, 80% of them said that 
one of the reasons they joined a gang 
is because it was a way to make their 
own money, 20% of the participants 

said it was a way to make money that 
can assist their family. These woman 
are taking intiative so that they can 
take care of themselves and their 

families. 

  

RESULTS 
• GANGS ARE RUN LIKE BUSINESSES 
• MCDONALDS IS A BUSINESS WHERE THE PEOPLE AT THE 

BOTTOM GET PAID THE LEAST BUT THE PEOPLE AT THE TOP 
GET PAID!! 

• FEMALES ARE GETTING A PIECE OF THE POWER ABOVE! 
• WOMAN WHO COMMIT A COMMON CRIME FOR A MAN WILL 

GET MORE MEDIA COVERAGE 
• A WOMAN AND A MAN WHO COMMITS A CRIME TOGETHER 

GETS MORE MEDIA COVERAGE THAN THE BULLET ABOVE!= 
BONNIE AND CLYDE EFFECT 

• WOMAN CAN BE SEXED IN, BEAT IN, OR BLESSED IN (FAMILY IS 
ALREADY IN) TO A GANG 

• INITIATIONS TO GANGS CAN COMPARE TO HAZING OF 
FRATERNITIES AND SORORITIES 

• WOMAN ARE ATTRACTED TO AGGRESSIVE MEN( MY BE MEN IN 
GANGS) 

• MEN WANT THEIR WOMAN TO BE SUBMISSIVE NOT 
AGGRESSIVE 

• WELL OH WELL TO THE ABOVE BULLET, THEY CAN’T HOLD US 
BACK! 

• FROM EQUALITY IN VOTING TO EQUALITY IN VIOLENCE AND 
POWER!! 

• IT IS MORE INTERESTING TO SEE A VIOLENT WOMAN THAN 
MAN IN MEDIA! 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Most people associate gangs with their ability to destroy communities by engaging in drug use, drug distribution and violence, and they have been studied for decades. However, when researchers study gangs, they 

invariably focus on male members. When and if these studies mention women, most of the research solely references their roles as sexual objects or girlfriends of gang members. While examining research in 
Gender Studies, I have found evidence that women’s role in gangs and violent acts have become more ‘masculine’ over time. Granted, women’s roles in mixed gangs continue to be sexualized, but this is rapidly 

changing, especially within all girl gangs. By including organized crime, these women are transforming the boundaries of gaining gender equality. Although gangs can be dangerous, many operate much like organized 
businesses. Females' growing rate of gang involvement in such "masculine" structures offers the potential for building status in all male communities and female empowerment.  

CONCLUSION 

Woman are taking initiative to make their 
own money and protect themselves instead of 

waiting on a man to do it. Gangs offer them 
this in a sense. Although, gangs might not be 

the most positive way, young girls seeing 
other woman in power offers a type of role 
model for young girls in broken homes and 
communities. Woman have/are fighting for 
equality in the work force, politics, sports 

voting rights. Now they are literally fighting 
for equality in all things including violence. 
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