
Editor's Note 

This issue of the journal inc ludes articles that focus on a variety 
of topics in the d iscip l ine of Ethn ic Studies.  I n  the f i rst artic le Gabriel  
Has l i p-Vie ra cha l lenges scho lars to reassess the theory of h uman 
deve lopmer.t i n  the Weste rn Hemisphere .  Has l ip-Viera p resents a 
compel l ing argument that focuses on the basic c la ims and methods used 
by Afrocentrists to support their theory. His conclud ing section d iscusses 
the potential consequences of this theory on future re lat ions among 
African Americans ,  Nat ive Americans and Lat ino Americans.  

Jack David E l ler  investigates the issue of ethn icity as an affective 
re lationsh ip .  He argues that affect is a critical e lement in ethn icity but 
that cu rrent theory of ethn ic  affect has been counterprod uctive. E l ler  
introd uces two theories-attachment theory and social identif icat ion 
theory-to i l l ustrate h is posit ion .  Robert L .  Perry and Melvin T. Peters 
concentrate on the African American intel lectual of the 1 920s , focus ing 
on the sociolog ical impl ications of the Harlem Renaissance fo r the African 
American experience . The article i ntegrates the impact of the work of 
p o l i t i ca l  act iv is ts , a m u l t i g e n re of a rt i sts , c u l t u ra l  b roke rs a n d  

busi nesspersons. 
J im Schnel l  add resses the use of African Ame rican perspectives 

as a way to p ro mote a more i nc l us ive u n d e rstand i n g  of h u man 
commu nicat ions theory. His piece h igh l ights the  need fo r more research 

that rea l ly ' b ri ngs in '  d ivergent pe rspectives to the mainst ream of 
academic cu rricu l um issues. These new views are crucial if the f ie ld of 
commun icat ions i s  to cont i nue  to cha l lenge i tself  f rom the i ns ide .  
However, the  impl icat ions here in d iscussed can eas i ly be app l ied to  any 
other  d isc ip l ine fo r which 'new views' of the world are lacki ng .  

M ichael Soldatenko looks at  the situation of  Ch icano Stud ies 
from 1 970- 1 985 . H is  essay examines the development and subsequent 
fai l u re of Perspectivist Ch icano Studies .  Soldatenko's work h igh l i ghts 
that fact that d ivergent views have always existed with in Ch icano Studies,  
and that C h icano Stud ies i s  not one standard or na rrow v iew of 
understand ing  the experience of people of Mexican descent residing i n  
the  U n ited States .  The  f inal  art icle is by  E l l en  Puccine l l i ,  a f i rst p lace 
rec ip ient of ou r  NAES Undergraduate Student Paper Competit ion . Her  
paper is on Laura Esqu ivel 's novel Like Water for Chaco/ate i n  its broader 

contexts of  genre res istance and cu l tural  identity. 
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The wide array of topics and perspectives found i n  these articles 
is p romis ing fo r the Field of Ethn ic Studies.  Ethn ic Stud ies scholars are 
becoming  more d iverse i n  the i r  approaches to studying and research ing 
our  discip l ine .  Additional ly, scholars are more wil l ing to 'ag ree to disag ree' 
and recogn ize that these potent ial ly d iff icult d ialog ues wi l l  only he lp  
expand and strengthen our  d iscip l ine from with i n .  
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