
VOLUME 7  |SSUE 2 

FLIP FOR FASHION

INK Vol 7.2_culture_AS_p1-p20.indd   1 2/11/15   3:03 PM



SPRING/SUMMER 2015

EDITOR IN CHIEF Cort Olsen
MANAGING EDITOR Daniel Potes
WEB EDITOR Jose D’Alta
ART DIRECTOR Courtney Shackelford
SENIOR FASHION EDITOR Aaron Ni’jai
JUNIOR FASHION EDITOR Mikayla Baumgartner
FASHION EDITOR-AT-LARGE Jennifer Burchette
CREATIVE DIRECTOR Britnie Dates

DESIGNERS 
Miranda Leung
Anya Shcherbakova
Veronica Sung

CONTRIBUTING STAFF
Avery Jones
Andrea Philbin
Solomon Bullitt
Fatima Murphy
Samantha Webster
Jennifer Van Steenburgh
Lily Galleo
Maddy Murrow
Allison Oberlin
Abigail Edwards
Nami Kurelchuluun
Stephanie Trujillo
Reese Kempter
Kendall Bazemore
Moriah Briscoe
Angie Judson
Shaun Jackson
Reuben Chapman
Jessica Morgan 

COVER BY
Douglas Fuchs

CAT SKULL FLIP BY
Daniel Torraca

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVES
Mike Rodriguez
David Mistler

CONTRIBUTORS
Taylor Dunivan
Kali Gregan
Dalton Bryerly
Keith Pfeiffer
Rachel Smith

IINK MAGAZINE and the 
STUDENT MEDIA CENTER OFFICES 
817 W. Broad St.
P.O. Box 842010 
Richmond, Va. 23284
Phone: (804) 828-1058

Ink magazine 
is a student publication, published quarterly 
with the support of the Student Media Center

To advertise with Ink, please contact our 
Advertising representatives at 
inkmagazineads@vcustudentmedia.com

All content copyright © 2015 
by VCU Student Media Center, All rights reserved. 

Printed locally

Material in this publication 
may not be reproduced in any form without 
written permission from
the VCU Student Media Center.  

www.facebook.com/inkmagazinevcu
www.inkmagazinevcu.tumblr.com

Twitter
InkMagazineVCU
Instagram
Ink_Magazine
Youtube
Ink Magazine VCU
Facebook
www.facebook.com/vcu.ink
Tumblr
inkmagazinevcu.tumblr.com
Website
www.inkmagazinevcu.com
Email
inkmagazine.vcu@gmail.com

INK Vol 7.2_culture_AS_p1-p20.indd   2 2/11/15   3:03 PM



/About a year ago, I was walking through 
campus during winter break.  It was at night 
and it was extremely cold outside.  As I looked 
around I noticed the freshmen dorms were 
completely dark and the leaves had all fallen 
from the trees around Monroe Park.  At that 
point I could not help but say out loud, “Wow, 
it is completely dead out here.”  This issue 
of INK is titled “The Dead Season,” because 
VCU and Richmond has a rich history that not 
many of our student body are aware of, and I 
want to make sure these historical gems do 
not disappear from the minds of our citizens.  
This issue, we uncover the urban myths in 
Virginia like the Richmond Vampire and the 

Bunnyman of Fairfax.  We also dive deep into 
the counterculture of West Grace Street which 
lasted for more than 45 years.  Finally, we re-
exhume VCU’s dark history of Body Snatch-
ing.  As always, we have two fantastic fash-
ion editorials along with much more for your 
viewing pleasure.  Don’t forget to like us on 
Facebook, follow us on Twitter, Instagram and 
Tumblr, and continue to stay up-to-date with 
our website at inkmagazinevcu.com. 

CORT OLSEN

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

flip here
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STERLING GILES
Contributing Writer

After a strong showing at this 
year’s USA Outdoor Track & Field 
Championships in Sacramento, 
California, sprinter Kiarra Porter 
and thrower Jalessa Williams firmly 
established themselves as some of 
the best athletes in program history 
in their respective events.

Porter posted a top-12 per-
formance in the 400-meter dash, 
which earned her a spot on the 
Team USA U-23 squad set to 
compete at the North American, 
Central American and Caribbean 
Championships (NACAC) Cham-
pionships in Kamloops, Canada 
set for early August. This berth 
marks the second time in Porter’s 
career that she has represented the 
USA on the international stage; 
the first was at the 2012 Inter-
national association of Athletics 
Federation (IAAF) World Cham-
pionships in Barcelona, Spain.

The Yorktown, Virginia native 

was honored to lace up once again 
for her country.

“I’m excited to continue my sea-
son and represent the USA again 
in the NACAC Under 23 later this 
summer in August,” Porter said.

Porter’s career continues as 
Williams’ record setting collegiate 
run comes to a close. 

Despite fouling twice to start 
the meet, the Virginia Beach, 
Virginia native launched a 
52.29-meter (184’8”) throw, which 
granted her a spot in the discus 
final. Williams joined elite com-
pany with this berth as only two 
other collegians prior to her have 
accomplished this feat. Williams 
delivered another huge throw of 
57.32-meter (188’1”), earning her a 
top-eight finish at the meet.

“This season showed me just how 
much hard work can pay off in the 
end,” Williams said. Standing as 
an All-American again and being a 
part of the US Championship.”

SARAH KING
News Editor

While a partisan stalemate over 
Gov. Terry McAuliffe’s proposed 
budget for fiscal year 2014-15 
trickled along in Richmond this 
spring, a much more straightfor-
ward trend washed over the whole 
state of Virginia: tuition and fees 
for state-sponsored institutions in-
creased across the board.

Due to the political impasse 
in the Virginia General Assem-
bly, public institutions had to pass 
their budgets not knowing how 
much funding the state would al-
locate them for the first time since 
2006. Despite this inconvenience, 
institutional ruling bodies began 
approving finalized budget plans 
and tuition increases for state 
schools in May.

“We didn’t count on any new 
funding,” said Pamela Currey, the 
associate vice president for finance 
and administration at VCU. “The 
Board assumed the state would 
give us what they gave us last year. 
That way when the budget crisis hit 
with the stae we weren’t harmed by 
it  because we hadn’t counted on it 
with our budget.”

At a 3.3 percent increase for in-
state students, VCU saw the small-
est hike in tuition and fees out of the 
major research universities in Vir-
ginia. The increase at the Univer-
sity of Virginia was 4.3 percent, 4.8 
percent at George Mason University 
and 4.9 percent at Virginia Tech.

The increase puts tuition and 
fees for in-state students at $12,398 
in the upcoming school year mak-
ing it the fourth most costly state-
school behind the College of Wil-
liam and Mary, Virginia Military 
Institute and University of Virgin-
ia. The approved budget for fiscal 
year 2014-15 also includes a new 
$25-per-semester library fee.

“This budget puts the universi-
ty’s academic mission first, includ-
ing recruiting and retaining our 
internationally competitive faculty 
and increasing student financial 
assistance,” said president Michael 
Rao in a press release.

He said the increase funds pri-
orities in the university’s strategic 
plan which includes investing in 
digital learning and core curriculum 
improvements, shoring up main-
tenance reserves to improve and 
modernize university facilities and 
bringing in additional infrastruc-
ture to support academic success.

Policy makers in Washington 
are cognizant of the financial bur-

den higher education places on an 
increasing number of students, 
however.

Sen. Mark Warner (D-VA) in-
troduced a bipartisan education 
reform package on May 23 in the 
midst of the partisan budget dead-
lock in Richmond, and shortly af-
ter the Board of Visitors approved 
VCU’s finalized budget.

“What’s happening right now 
in many ways is we’re pricing mid-
dle-class kids out of higher edu-
cation,” Warner said in a phone 
interview. “Even with grants, kids 
are being forced to take out a lot of 
loans and this is a growing prob-
lem in our country.”

The “growing problem” Warner 
cited is the existing $1.1 trillion in 
student loan debt that exceeds the 
total amount of credit card debt in 
the U.S. In an attempt to take ac-
tion against the issue, Warner part-
nered with U.S. Sens. Marco Rubio 
(R-FL) and Ron Wyden (D-OR) to 
propose the reform package.

“Many young people are facing 
50, 60, 80 thousand dollars in stu-
dent debt after they finish their de-
gree. Students borrowed $117 bil-
lion in federal loans last year. If this 
continues it’s going to be a problem 
for all of us,” Warner said.

Warner’s proposed reform pack-
age includes five legislative imple-
mentations to ease student-loan 
debt and make higher education 
more affordable. These include 
allowing Pell-eligible students 
to access the grant while still 
in high school so they can en-
roll in college courses, increas-
ing career and technical educa-
tion programs, implementing a 

bill that gives students and parents 
easy access to information pertain-
ing to post-graduate employment, 
income-based loan repayment and 
creating incentives within the pri-
vate sector to help employees pay 
student debts.

On June 9, Warner’s reform 

package took another step 
forward when he and Sen. John 
Thune (R-SD) introduced more bi-
partisan legislation: the Employer 
Participation in Refinancing Act. 
This legislation would allow em-
ployees in the private sector to re-
pay their student loans with their 
pre-taxed income.

“I think this is going to be an 
area that’s going to receive more at-

tention,” Warner said.
Although the Virginia General 

Assembly avoided a government 
shutdown when it agreed on a $96 
billion state budget for 2014-16 
biennium on June 23, VCU did 
not run the risk of assuming there 
would be a state-funded increase.

“We weren’t going to count on 
speculation, and we weren’t disap-
pointed,” Currey said.

The university approximated 
that the state would fund about 
29 percent of the university’s Edu-
cational and General Programs 
Budget (E&G) which comprises 
enrollment, resources such as fac-
ulty, federal and state funding and 
grants and contracts. Tuition and 
fees currently constitute 67 percent 
of the university’s E&G budget.

“Therefore, the core of our bud-

get, including E&G program 
funds, reamined largely unaf-

fected by the last-minute changes 
to the state’s budget. However, we 
anticipated receiving several ad-
ditional appropriations (...) which 
were not included in the state’s final 
budget,” Rao said in an email to the 
VCU community on July 1.

In 2013 the state funded 36 per-
cent of VCU’s E&G budget. The 
state has allocated 29.4 percent for 
2014. Of the additional $15 million 
in anticipated appropriations, VCU 
only recieved about $4 million.

Rao said that due to an unex-
pected $1.5 billion shortfall in state 
revenue, the Commonwealth’s 
budget will be much leaner than 
was expected earlier in the year.

“You shouldn’t go broke just be-
cause you want to go to college,” 
Warner said.

MATT LEONARD
Online News Editor

For months, the possibility of a 
new baseball park in Shockoe Bot-
tom has caused a rift through river 
city.

Controversy surrounding the 
city building a ballpark in Shockoe 
Bottom began in 2012 with an 
article in the Richmond Times 
Dispatch entitled “Time to act: 
Build a ballpark downtown.” Just 
two weeks later opponents of the 
plan responded: “Bottom line: no 
Shockoe stadium.”

“Those were the opening shots,” 
said Phil Wilayto, the editor-in-
chief at the Virginia Defender.

Proponents of the plan say it will 
bring in businesses and tourists and 
be an economic boost to the city. 
Opponents say a mayor in cahoots 
with big business is bullying the 
project through legislature and, if 
built, the stadium project–entitled 
Revitalize RVA–will bury the rich 
history of enslaved Africans who 

were sold in Shockoe Bottom.
Richmond mayor Dwight C. 

Jones has worked hard to get the 
project approved, but he cannot 
push it through without approval 
from city council. Before the May 
24 city council meeting, five of 
nine council members said they 
planned to vote against the re-
vitalization proposal. The mayor 
pulled his plan before a vote could 
be made.

 “It’s not the victory,” Wilayto 
said. “If they change one vote the 
mayor’s won again.”

Jones said after taking the pro-
posal off the table he is going to 
work out some details in an attempt 
to sway the council members.

 “If they introduce the plan for a 
vote, we’ll know they already have 
the votes,” Wilayto said.

According to the mayor’s plan, 
the Economic Development Agen-
cy (EDA) of Richmond will issue 
bonds to the city to pay for the proj-
ect. These will be cover $69,070,000 
in total development costs and 

$51,800,000 in project costs.
 Wilayto said it will take the city 

30 years to pay back these bonds. 
In other words, all taxes from the 
proposed hotel, supermarket and 
luxury apartments will go towards 
repaying the EDA. The city and its 
citizens wouldn’t see any increase 
in tax flow in the meantime.

Jones provided an opposing 
view in a newsletter that came out 
last month and has been his only 
statement on the subject since 
pulling the plan. He said the plan 
will generate $10 million a year in 
new revenue.

“Economic development is the 
primary goal of this plan,” Jones 
said. “It generates additional tax 
revenues that can help our schools, 
our infrastructure and generally 
improve the quality of life for all of 
Richmond’s residents.”

Those who oppose the stadium 
project recently partnered with the 
National Trust for Historic Pres-
ervation, described as an organi-
zation that works to save historic 

places. They have placed Shockoe 
Bottom on their list of America’s 
11 Most Endangered Historic 
Places for 2014.

 “Shockoe Bottom represents a 
very important part of American 
history, and the stories associated 
with that place, and that place, 
have literally almost been erased,” 
said Rob Nieweg, field director 
and attorney with the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation.

 Nieweg’s concern is contingent 
upon the importance of the history 
of the slave trade that formerly 
thrived in Virginia and is ground-
ed in the Bottom.

“Trading in slaves became 
Virginia’s most lucrative business 
starting in the 1850s,” said Wilay-
to. “That continued through the 
Civil War.”

Lumpkin’s jail, a large un-
marked slavery burial ground and 
other historical sites with ties to 
slavery are all located in Shockoe 
Bottom. The evidence to back 

A city divided from top to Bottom

Students drowning in 
debt across Virginia

—continued on page 2 —continued on page 5

Lady phenoms make VCU history
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10-day sentence 
for soccer players
Matt Leonard
Online Content Editor

A 10-day jail sentence began 
last Wednesday, Aug. 20, for 
three VCU soccer players who 
pled guilty to the unlawful film-
ing of a minor this month.

Donovan Arias, Finnlay 
Wyatt and Bobby Hopper were 
all given a 150-day jail sentence 
with 140 days suspended for 
two years. The conditions of 
the suspension are 100 hours 
of community service and that 
they abide by “the laws of the 
Commonwealth, her sister states 
and the federal government,” as 
stated in court documents.

A MacBook computer which 
belonged to Hopper will be 
physically destroyed by the 
VCU police department along 

with a 4 GB Micro-SD card. 
The defendant’s iPhones will be 
reset to factory settings.

The three will spend their 
jail sentence in the Richmond 
city jail.

Before the trial Arias was 
given an order to take part in 
pre-trial monitoring with the 
Division of Adult Programs 
where he was subject to sub-
stance abuse testing.

All of the defendants were 
told not to contact the victim 
prior to their sentencing.

The students were freshmen 
at the time of their indict-
ment last Feb. when they were 
charged with class-six felony 
charges for taking nude photos 
of a 17-year-old while at a party 
on Nov. 2, 2013.

Matt Leonard
Online Content Editor

VCU announced plans to open 
a Walmart on campus last week, 
and the news was immediately met 
with vocal student oppostition.

The store will be a part of the 
company’s Wal-Mart-on-Campus 
pilot program, with only five other 
locations at other colleges includ-
ing Georgia Institute of Tech-
nology, University of Arizona, 
and University of Arkansas. The 
campus stores are smaller than an 
average Wal-Mart and are only 
found on college campuses. The 
VCU location is set to occupy a 
4,000 square-foot space at 912 W. 
Grace St.

VCU has not entered into any 

contractual or financial agreement 
with Wal-Mart. A third party 
and private corporation, the VCU 
Real Estate Foundation, owns the 
building location.

The VCU Real Estate Founda-
tion was established in the ‘90s as 
an intermediary for VCU when 
buying property. Now, its goal 
is to help the university with its 
plans for expansion by purchasing 
surrounding properties, said Brian 
Ohlinger, the former associate 
vice president of facilities manage-
ment. He added they can also rent 
out space to private business, such 
as Wal-Mart, Thai Top Ten, Gos-
hen Market and Jamaica House.

The idea to bring Wal-Mart to 
VCU came after Robert Charles 
Lesser and Company did a survey 

for VCU last year on what retail 
locations students wanted to see on 
campus. The feedback indicated a 
Wal-Mart, Target and Forever 21.

The survey, the “Campus Retail 
Planning and Demand Study for 
Virginia Commonwealth Universi-
ty,” took into account the opinions 
of 1,195 undergraduate students, 
1,075 faculty/staff and others for a 
total sample size of 3,178.

Combining residents and VCU 
affiliated students, faculty and 
staff, the survey showed over $200 
million of retail demand in neigh-
borhoods surrounding VCU for 
potential retailers to bring in.

Diane Reynolds, assistant vice 
president for business services, 
has been working to increase re-
tail around campus and thinks 

Wal-Mart will draw in other 
smaller business.

“Wal-Mart will act as an an-
chor store,” Reynolds said. “Other 
business will see this decision and 
will know there is opportunity 
here at VCU.”

She added that with students 
on campus for eight and a half 
months out of the year, the school 
tries to attract business vendors 
who will remain successful year-
round, but Reynolds said students 
are the main focus.

“As the on-campus housing in-
creasing over the years the need 
for student services and products 
increases as well,” she said.

They will sell school supplies, 

Wal-Mart campus pilot program storefront to open on W. Grace St.

aLonzo SMaLL
Sports Editor

Senior guard Briante Weber’s punishment for 
theft charges brought against him this offsea-
son will be a one-game suspension, community 
service and restitution. 

Authorities say Weber is expected to serve 50 
hours of community service by Sept. 25, the next 
time he is due in court. Additionally, Weber is 
subject to pay restitution for dismissal of theft 
charges by the Richmond Manchester General 
District Court. Approved by Judge David E. 
Creek  the plea was granted due to Weber having 
no past criminal record. Although the incident is 
Weber’s first offense, VCU has showed no signs 
of reversing Weber’s suspension.

Weber was suspended from the VCU men’s 
basketball team for what school officials called 
a violation of team rules and the university’s 
Code of Student Conduct. On July 24, 2014, 
Weber allegedly stole an iPhone valued at $200 
dollars from the Cary Street Gym per public 
records. Weber appeared in court on Aug. 15 for 
arraignment on a misdemeanor charge of petit 
larceny but the case was continued until Sept. 25. 
Webwe would have received a felony charge of 
grand larceny had the phone been valued higher.

Weber’s suspension was announced on Aug. 
15, and head coach Shaka Smart released a state-
ment about his star defensive players’ actions.

“Briante has failed to live up to the standards 
we’ve set for our program and we are holding 
him accountable,” Smart said. “Part of his dis-
cipline includes missed competition. We expect 

that Briante will act according to the standards 
of our program moving forward.”

Weber will miss a closed team scrimmage, 
and an exhibition game against California 
University of Pennsylvania at the Siegel Center. 
on Nov. 7. More importantly, he will sit out the 
nationally televised season opener against Uni-
versity of Tennessee in the inaugural Veteran’s 
Classic at the U.S Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland on Friday, Nov. 14. 

Last season, Weber led the NCAA in steals, 
averaging 3.5 steals per game and also led the 
Atlantic 10 in steals last year (52). The Chesa-
peake, Virginia native also surpassed VCU great 
Rolando Lamb’s all-time steals record (257) 
which stood for 29 years. 

With 296 steals entering his senior season, 
Weber is on track to become the Division I all-
time steals leader. He is 90 steals away from sup-
planting John Linehan, formerly of Providence 
College, who leads the category with 385. 

The two-time A-10 Defensive Player of the 
Year helped the Rams lead the nation in steals 
for a third consecutive year averaging 11.2 steals 
per game in Smart’s HAVOC press defense.

Recently, senior forward/guard Treveon 
Graham credited Weber for being one of three 
seniors who are veteran leaders on the team; the 
other being senior forward Jarred Guest.

“I think it’s hard for one person to lead [the 
team] but I think if [the three of us] work to-
gether to lead the team, I think we can do pretty 
well,” Graham said on July 28.

As a junior, Weber averaged a team high 28.9 
mpg and averaged 9.4 points per game. 

Weber, A-10 Defensive Player of the Year for two consecutive seasons, ranks 12th all-time 
for the A-10  conference career steals leader with 219.

auguSt Wade
Staff Columnist

Growing up, Saturdays were 
for cleaning. My brothers and I 
would wake up early to the smell 
of breakfast foods and sound 
of Bob Marley’s “Three Little 
Birds.” The sun quietly shone 
into our small Brooklyn apart-
ment. Everything was peaceful. 
It’s the happiest memory in my 
life and I replay it whenever the 
world seems incurable of the 
disease that is injustice.

Two weeks ago, I fell asleep to 
that song and that memory nearly 
every night. In the morning, I’d 
wake up to silence and sunlight 
slowly ebbing through my blinds 
and I’d think “What if I’m next?” 
What if I get that text? What 
if someone I know, someone I 
love, became the next innocent 

murdered by a bigoted thug with 
a gun, a uniformed officer sworn 
to “Protect and Serve.”

As Michael Brown’s body 
turned cold on the pavement in 
Ferguson, Missouri last week, 
my “ifs” turned to “whens:” 
“When I lose a friend to vio-
lence,” “When I get pulled over 
by a police officer,” “When I feel 
the barrel:” Who will arbitrate 
justice for me? Who will con-
vict and punish my murderer, 
when a single man can act as my 
jailer, judge and executioner? The 
definition of corruption is when 
power abuses power in order to 
protect power. Who will protect 
and serve me, a human and an 
American citizen, when true 
justice conflicts with the powers-
that-be’s power structure?

no justice.
no peace.

(From left to right) Finnlay Wyatt, Donovan Arias and 
Bobby Hopper are facing jail time and heavy fines for 
capturing a nonconsenting minor in the nude on tape.

— continued on page 11

OPINION

— continued on page 3

Weber: Community 
service, restitution, 
suspension for theft
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VCU implements 
new measures to better 

comply with Title

HannaH Lazarte
Guest Columnist

I wonder if there will ever 
be a day when I walk out of 
my apartment and someone 
doesn’t feel the need to com-
ment on my body. Earlier 
this week I needed to go out 
to get some flu medicine for 
myself. As I was walking 
to the store, every group of 
men I walked past made a 
comment on my body. These 
comments made me feel 
overwhelmed and unsafe 
because there was nothing I 
could do to escape the situa-
tion. All I could do was smile 
or ignore so they wouldn’t 
engage me. Why do these 
men give out their opinion 
when it was unasked for?

I remember my first 
couple days at VCU. It was 
my first time being away 
from home, and the first 
time I had ever talked to or 
hung out with so many boys. 
There was one night where a 
boy my roommate had made 
friends with was in our 
room. As I was going about 
my business he felt the need 
to tell me I “looked really 
sexy.” I felt trapped because 
he had come into my space 
to give me his unwanted 
opinion of my body. 

These small actions are 
called microagressions and 
they happen everyday to 
every woman, every person 
of color, queer people, trans 
people, every person who 
does not fit the mold of the 
white heterosexual cisgen-
dered male. Right now, at 
VCU and colleges across the 
country, women are entering 
college for the first time and 
experiencing these kinds 
of microagressions, or even 
worse, situations of sexual 
assault and abuse.

Most often when discuss-
ing the topic of consent, it is 
easy to limit the conversa-
tion to sexual consent. Many 
colleges across the U.S. 
have been in the spotlight 
recently, criticized for how 
they have dealt with sexual 
assault and the steps they 
are taking to change that. In 
contrast, VCU has imple-
mented a mandatory online 
course for students that 
focuses on sexual violence.  

This requirement comes 
in the wake of the federal 
review of four Virginia uni-
versities for alleged sexual-
violence violations of Title 
IX, the federal law which 
protects against gender-
based discrimination and 
sexual violence in any insti-
tutions that receive federal 
funding. These universities 
include James Madison 
University, University of 
Virginia, University of 
Richmond and The College 
of William & Mary. 

The implementation of 
the required course came 
only a day after a crime alert 
notified the community of 
a reported sexual assault on 
the Monroe Park Campus. 
It also came a month after 
three VCU soccer play-
ers were sentenced to 150 
days in jail with 140 days 
suspended for two years for 
the unlawful videotaping of 
a minor — in effect receiv-
ing only 10 days of jail time 
for the violation of a minor. 
While it is of the utmost 
importance that these issues 
are in the spotlight, it is 
also important to talk about 
the small ways women are 
violated everyday.

aLonzo SmaLL
Sports Editor

VCU women’s soccer got back 
to their winning ways after suc-
cessfully defeating the University 
of Pittsburgh 1-0 on Sept. 12. 
The Lady Rams have now won 
two out of the last three games 
to improve their overall record to 
2-3-2 on the season.

The Rams would score early in 
the contest when junior Sharon 
Wojcik turned an assist from ju-
nior Abbey Ritter into a header, 
for a 1-0 lead in the 21st minute. 
Overall, the goal was the seventh 
score of the season in seven 
games played. For the remainder 
of the game, the Ram’s defensive 
onslaught continued along with 
junior Emma Kruse registering 
two saves for her second shutout 
in the previous three games. In 
the closing minutes of the sec-
ond half, Vanderspiegel’s team 
extinguished what little fight Pitt 
had left en route to their second 
victory of the season.

The Rams only scored once 
but had opportunities to increase 
the lead throughout. Vanderspie-
gel’s team finished with a 15-7 
shots advantage over Pittsburgh, 
as well as producing more shots 
on goal opportunities (5-2). 
Pittsburgh would stop the Rams 
from adding to their deficient by 
tallying four saves in the contest, 
two greater than VCU.

For Wojcik, her first goal 
of the year would be enough 
to propel the Rams within one 
game of .500 after a rough first 
half of the season.

“We started off strong and 
kept our momentum high 
throughout the game,” Wojcik 
said. “From the front line to the 

back, it was a full team effort 
that allowed us to win this one. 
And getting the game winner 
just added on to the excitement.”

After the game, Vanderspie-
gel accessed her team’s effort, 
applauding her player’s tenacity 
down the stretch.

“Pitt failed to match our inten-
sity and physicality until late in 
the second half and we were able 
to weather the storm in the wan-
ing minutes,” Vanderspiegel said. 

“It was a solid win and hopefully 
one we can build upon.”

The Rams rebounded well af-
ter suffering their third defeat of 
the season days prior. On Sept. 7, 
the women’s soccer team was on 
the losing end of a 1-0 decision 
after traveling to Harrisonburg, 
Virginia to then-ranked No. 24 
James Madison University.

SaraH King
News Editor

Amidst increased public scru-
tiny of institutional, state and fed-
eral compliance with Title IX, the 
1972 federal law forbidding sexual 
discrimination on college cam-
puses, VCU president Michael Rao 
mandated in an email to the VCU 
community last Thursday that stu-
dents must now complete an online 
training course focusing on sexual 
violence, bystander intervention 
and risk reduction strategies.

Rao’s Thursday announcement 
came a day after the VCU police 
issued a crime alert notifying the 
community of a reported sexual 
assault on the Monroe Park cam-
pus, and less than a month after-
the university’s federal deadline to 
provide the Office of Civil Rights 
with copies of all files pertaining 
to internal Title IX investiga-
tions from Jan. 1 to Aug. 1, and all 
discrimination complaints since 
2012, according to a July article in 
the Richmond Times-Dispatch.

The RTD further reported that 
the Aug. 15 deadline was a man-
datory requirement for the OCR 
to finalize their federal review of 
VCU’s compliance with Title IX in 
response to two student complaints 
of mishandled cases last year. 

On April 23 of this year, Rao 
signed an OCR Resolution Agree-
ment, which, among other stipu-

The anonymous knitter’s latest project, titled “Love Bombs,” 
can be seen around Richmond street signs.

Women’s soccer shows 
life, split last two games

The rules 
of consent

DanieL ParKer
Contributing Writer

For five years, cloaked by 
anonymity, Knitorious M.E.G. 
has transformed the street signs 
and landmarks of Richmond, by 
covering them in a colorful encas-
ing of crochet.

Knitorious M.E.G learned to 
knit after taking up sewing during 
subway rides in New York City. 
In 2009, the anonymous knitter 
moved to Richmond and with a 
few years of experience, knitting 
led to yarn bombing.

“I learned to knit in early 2009 
and made my first yarn bomb by 
the end of the year,” Knitorious 
stated on her personal website. 
“And I’ve been bombing ever 
since — sometimes often, some-
times not.”

Yarn bombing is a relatively 
new form of street art that uses 
yarn to cover street signs, land-

marks and even statues. Unlike 
spray painting and other forms of 
graffiti, yarn bombing presents no 
damage to the environment.

 According to Knitorious, local 
police have no problem with yarn 
bombing as long as it is easy to re-
move and does not obstruct signs. 
Following these rules, Knitorious 
said she chooses her targets for 
yarn bombing very carefully.

In an article with Deep South 
magazine, Knitorious described 
her favorite target for a yarn bomb.

“Something that once served 
a purpose but now doesn’t, like a 
signpost with no sign,” Knitori-
ous said.

Some of her stranger targets 
include a broken bus bench and 
an abandoned bird bath. Knitori-
ous’s latest target was a sign in 
Forest Hill Park marked with one 
of her current series, a candy cane 
pattern topped with a flag on top. 

Knitorious m.e.g. drops yarn 
bombs on richmond

Senior forward Maren Johansen’s five goals lead the team 
this season, tying a career high from last year. 

lations, required VCU to revise its 
misconduct policy and clarify that 
harassment based on gender is a 
form of discrimination.

The first paragraph of the 
Agreement states that this “does 
not constitute an admission by the 
University of any violation of Title 
IX (…t) or any other law enforced 
by OCR,” and their April 29 let-
ter officially closing the investiga-
tion stated that the OCR had not 
determined whether VCU was in 
compliance or not.

“Over the past several months, 
we have taken a hard look at Title 
IX and other related compliance 
efforts and determined that a new 
structure is necessary to strengthen 
compliance integrity and improve 
policies and procedures,” Rao said 
in an announcement to the VCU 
community on Aug. 4.

Part of this new structure was 
the Office of Institutional Equity’s 
shift from the Division for Inclusive 
Excellence to a new office under the 
Division of Finance and Admin-
istration. Rao also stated that he 
was committing himself to creating 
more resources for the office such as 
hiring more investigators who spe-
cialize in civil rights compliance.

—continued on page 4—continued on page 7 —continued on page 10
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CAITLIN STALLINGS
Contributing Writer

Sexually transmitted 
diseases have always been 
prevalent in American 
societies, especially among 
the youth. According to 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
teens and young adults 
ages 15-24 make up nearly 
half of the new sexually 
transmitted disease diag-
noses each year — half 
of these diseases lasting 
a lifetime. Before 
making any judg-
ments about a person 
who has an STD, 
first take into consid-
eration how devastat-
ing and traumatic an 
occurrence this is for a 
human being, and most 
importantly the story 
behind this unfortu-
nate nightmare.

Since young 
people are at a higher 
risk for STDs, college 
campuses are breeding 
grounds for a number of these 
diseases. According to the Stanford 
University Sexual Health Peer 
Resource Center, 1 in 4 college 
students have an STD. The most 
common STDs among college 
students include chlamydia, genital 
herpes and HPV, as stated by the 

Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

Clearly it’s easy to blame 
these high statistics on the stu-
dents for not practicing safe sex 
like they were always taught in 
family life classes, but sexual 
intercourse and oral sex are 
not the only ways in which 

STDs can be passed. Anyone, 
young or old, is potentially at 
risk of contracting an STD 
if they share needles while 
injecting intravenous drugs. 
On top of that, some STDs 

can be transmitted sim-
ply by skin contact, for 
instance, genital warts 
or herpes.

Although the CDC 
and other organiza-

tions provide education 
on STDs, the topic is still 
taboo. The topic of STDs 
is just not something a 
majority of people feel 
comfortable discussing 
usually for fear of being 
judged harshly or looked 
down on. Sex alone is a 

taboo topic. To look down 
on someone for the conse-

quences of that is the same 
as looking down on someone 

for drinking alcohol. An alco-
holic never meant to be an alco-
holic, it was just of circumstance.

A person with an STD is not 
defined by their STD; a person 

JENNIFER WERLING
Contributing Writer

VCU’s women volleyball team 
has won five straight matches, 
improving their overall record to 
7-7. The Rams’ defeated Davidson 
College in both team’s Atlantic 
10 conference opener on Sept. 
27 as well as besting the College 
of William & Mary on the road 
on Tuesday, Sept. 23. On Sept. 
19-20, the Lady Rams dominated 
their season home-opener, sweep-
ing the competetion 3-0.

After opening the season with 
nine-straight road games, the 
Rams visited a struggling W&M 
team, continuing their tear, win-
ning 3-0. Sophomore Nora Reed 
shined, not committing an error 
in 13 hitting attempts. She also 
hit .615 with eight kills.

During VCU’s five-match win-
ning streak, senior Janelle Sykes 
is hitting .409 and averaging 
3.56 kills and 1.25 blocks per set. 
Senior Cecilia Aragao is handing 
out 10.56 assists per set over the 
same stretch.

After the impressive win, head 
coach Jody Rodgers explained 
how the Rams have been able to 
turn things around.

“Our play as of late is a com-
bination of communication and 
confidence,” Rodgers said. “When 
you have a lot of new kids playing 
significant amount of time, it takes 
a while to get on the same page.” 

On Sept. 19-20, the Rams 
played at home for the first time 
this season to host the VCU 
Invitational at the Siegel Center. 
The Rams made easy work of 
East Tennessee State Univer-
sity 3-0 on Friday, Sept. 19 and 

edged out Ball State Univer-
sity in a comeback thriller on 
Saturday, Sept. 20 leading up to 
a matchup against University of 
Virginia later that day.

Entering the contest with a 

Judgment-free disease Women’s volleyball heats up; 
pushes winning streak to five 

Left to right, No. 16 Kaitlyn LaManantia sets a ball for teammates 
No. 12 Uzoamaka Ibeh (middle) and No. 8 Nora Reed (right).

—continued on page 10 —continued on page 5
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VCU’s tenuous claim to Title IX transparency

ILLUSTRATION BY MIRANDA LEUNG

SARAH KING
News Editor

Two complaints were filed to 
the U.S. Office of Civil Rights 
regarding the compliance and 
proceedings of VCU’s Office 
of Institutional Equity in Title 
IX investigations last year, and 
although nearly half a year has 
passed since the federal review 
concluded, the reverberating 
impact of the university’s actions 
have not entirely dissipated.

 Graduate business student 
Antoinette Moore and an em-
ployee of the university each filed 
OCR complaints in September 
and December 2013 respectively. 
Their allegations were compiled 
into one OCR investigation 
of university Title IX compli-
ance practices, and Rao signed 
the OCR resolution agreement 
mandating changes on April 23, 
a week before the OCR’s May 
1 publication of schools under 
federal review for mishandling 
sexual assault cases.

“I will say it over and over,” 
said the second complainant, a 
VCU employee and ’08 alumna 
who asked to remain anonymous. 
“What I went through with the 
university was worse than any-
thing my assailant did to me be-
cause these are the people who 
are supposed to help and care. 
Encountering their indifference 
really compounded the trauma 
of being assaulted,” she stated as 
she concluded her description of 
the eleven-month-long process 
she endured by contributing to a 
university sexual misconduct and 
harassment investigation.

The case involved a tenured 
faculty member who the employ-
ee stated raped her on her penul-
timate day of work for the uni-
versity before she left the state 
for graduate school. Upon her 
return to campus as a full-time 
employee after grad school, he 

exhibited retaliatory behaviors 
that eventually warranted the 
services of VCU’s threat assess-
ment team, a specific safety plan, 
and the Richmond and VCU po-
lice departments.

“While Ms. Moore and (the 
second complainaint) have the 
right to make statements or com-
plaints about VCU to the media, 
the university is not at liberty to 
discuss cases involving confiden-
tial student, employee or inves-
tigative records,” stated senior 
director of University Public Af-
fairs Anne Buckley.

Comment from threat assess-
ment and VCUPD were referred 
to university public affairs.

This Friday the employee will 
present her perspective regard-
ing her experience with the OIE 
throughout the last year to the 
new Title IX leadership team 
following her request for this 
meeting to the Board of Visitors 
in August.

“Rape is a reality. The over-
tones of our compliance efforts 
cannot continue to perpetuate 
the same silence, suppression, 
and fear that people who report 
sexual assault have already en-
dured,” the employee stated in 
an email to board member Bob 
Holsworth on Aug. 8, four days 
after Rao emailed the campus 
announcing university initiatives 
to strengthen compliance efforts.

“Instead, we can be among the 
first universities to abandon the 
archaic, counterproductive, and 
harmful attitudes toward sexual 
misconduct,” continued the em-
ployee in her email to Holsworth.

She said her intent in contact-
ing Holsworth was to alert the 
BOV to the problems with the 
Title IX leadership at the uni-
versity.

A few weeks prior to reaching 
out to the BOV, the employee 
learned third-hand that the fac-
ulty member was allowed to re-

sign in July following the two 
OIE investigations she had par-
ticipated in.

Wanda Mitchell, Ph.D., the 
Deputy Title IX coordinator at 
the time of the employee’s par-
ticipation in the OIE investiga-
tive process, said the Division 
of Inclusive Excellence has 60 
days to complete investigations 
of sexual misconduct cases in a 
statement to the Commonwealth 

Times last February. In contrast, 
the employee said her experience 
spanned nearly eleven months.

In light of her contact with 
Holsworth, William Ginther, 
the university rector, sent her a 
letter on Sept. 4 stating that the 
manner in which her case was 
handled is the immediate focus 
of attention and concern by the 
new university legal counsel, 
who began at VCU on July 1.

“Rest assured that the Board 
will remain engaged with these is-
sues and will demand accountabil-
ity as the university implements 
changes to its Title IX program,” 
Ginther stated in his letter.

Among numerous other 
grievances cited in her complaint 
to the OCR in November, the 
employee stated that the OIE 
subjected her to a process she 
was not completely comfortable 
engaging in because she was 
fearful of retribution and didn’t 
want to participate in a way that 
might potentially compromise 
her safety.

Once part of the OIE’s in-
vestigation, however, the leader-
ship failed to proceed in a way 
that she felt acknowledged these 
concerns, ultimately causing her  
physical and emotional conse-
quences due to the university’s 
“lack of timeliness, structure, 
and transparency in conducting 
this investigation.”

The employee emphasized 
that she did not bring her as-

sailant to the attention of 
VCU administration be-
cause of the sexual assaults 

she endured years prior, but 
because she was concerned that 
others were also at risk to his be-
havior. She stated in her OCR 
complaint that she learned sec-
ond-hand on Sept. 5 that the de-
cision to hand over the situation 
from threat assessment to OIE 
was made on Aug. 19, two weeks 
prior to her even learning of the 
office’s existence.

Her OCR complaint also 
drew specific attention to 

the practices of Dolores Car-
rington-Hill, J.D., the Title 
IX investigator originally as-

signed the case.
“Ms. Carrington-Hill’s inter-

view tactics seemed much more 
in line with what I would expect 
from a defense attorney rather 
than a neutral fact-finder,” she 

stated on page 14 of her com-
plaint in reference to her initial 
interview in a witness capacity to 
the case on Sept. 25.

Furthermore, the employee’s 
statement to OCR said despite 
confirming that the employee 
not have to reiterate traumatiz-
ing experiences during their in-
terview if she provided a written 
account, when they actually met 
Carrington-Hill would not ac-
cept a written statement as suf-
ficient and had the employee 
verbally recount her experiences.

“Recounting these experi-
ences is physically and emotion-
ally draining. It requires me to 
reoccupy and revisit feelings of 
extreme fear, panic and helpless-
ness. These feelings are not con-
fined to the meetings in which I 
recount my experiences. They do 
not dissipate when I return to my 
work and home lives,” she stated 
in a Dec. 10 email to Mitchell, 
Jacqueline Kniska, University 
Integrity and Compliance of-
ficer, J.D., and provost Beverly 
Warren.

Furthermore, the employee 
said she was distressed to learn 
that Carrington-Hill stated she 
had not reviewed all of the perti-
nent information the safety case 
manager had provided prior to 
the interview. Included in these 
materials were links to various 
posts on the faculty member’s 
class blog that potentially con-
tained sexually harassing content  
as well as where he sometimes 
advertised an off-campus loca-
tion where one of the sexual as-
saults occured.

Less than a week after the 
employee’s initial interview with 
Carrrington-Hill, she said the  
safety case manager informed 
her that the faculty member ap-
peared to have been “tipped off” 
and had locked down the blog. 
Her case manager was uncertain 
whether Carrington-Hill had re-

When I met with the commonwealth’s attorney after filing the police report,  
she compared VCU’s response to the Penn State/Jerry Sandusky cover-up.”

”

—continued on page 3
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MAYA EARLS
Spectrum Editor

During the fall reading days, 
some students will spend their time 
with family, friends or a much ne-
glected textbook. Others will spend 
time with a hot glue gun, feathers 
and the eye of a needle. 

Armed with supplies from the 
local craft store, students are work-
ing to transform bras into art for 
the annual Art of Intimates fund-
raiser sponsored by Relay for Life 
at VCU. The event, held Oct. 24 
will bring magicians, dancers and 
poets to the Commons Ballroom as 
handcrafted bras will be auctioned 
off to the highest bidder. Known in 
other organizations as the “Bra ha 
ha,” the members of Relay for Life 
at VCU plan to auction more than 
20 bras to help support the fight 
against breast cancer.

“Last year we raised $900,” said 
Deja Johnson, Director of Relay for 
Life at VCU. “Hopefully this year 
we raise more.”

For the fundraiser, the organiz-
ers buy the bras in a plain style and 
then give them to various design-
ers. Members of the VCU Fashion 
department, Zeta Tau Alpha and 
local artists will design the bras this 
year. Members of Sigma Gamma 
Rho are also volunteering to help 
members of Relay for Life with the 
event. In the past, individual bra 
designs have sold for $100.

“(The design) was basically like 
an angelic bra,” Johnson said. “It 
had white feathers, white beads and 
it was really pretty.”

The student organizers reached 
out to various clubs at VCU to see 
if they were willing to perform at 
the fundraisers. 

AUSTIN WALKER
Staff Writer

 According to the White House 
task force against sexual violence, 
one in 10 women will be assaulted 
by a dating partner in college. To 
take action against these forms of 
violence, the Red Flag Campaign, 
VCU’s Wellness Resource Center 
and the Richmond YWCA are 
collaborating to raise awareness 
on campus.

Since its inception in 2010, the 
Red Flag Campaign has worked 
alongside the VCU Wellness Re-
source Center and VCU Police. 
The campaign’s focus is on educat-
ing the public on the signs of an 
abusive relationship, and what stu-
dents can do to prevent them.

 According to a report by the 
Department of Education, three 
forcible sex offenses were reported 

on the Monroe Park Campus in 
2013. In contrast, the University of 
Virginia had 27 such offenses re-
ported, and Virginia Tech had 12.

Relationship abuse is still a topic 
of importance at VCU, however. In 
an attempt to recognize the issue 
and bring it into the public eye, Red 
Flag volunteers will place markers 
in the grass around academic build-
ings and student dormitories. 

The flags signify suspicious attri-
butes in a relationship that should 
caution that abuse could be taking 
place. Such behaviors include drug 
and alcohol abuse, physicality that 
leaves a member of the relationship 
feeling threatened or fearful, at-
tempts at isolation from friends and 
family and attempts to coerce one 
party into sexual acts even when 
they’re undesired.

Tremayne Robertson, the vio-
lence prevention health educator 

at the VCU Wellness Resource 
Center, works personally with 
some of the victims of intimate 
partner abuse on campus. He said 
he values programs focused on the 
education of sexual and intimate 
partner violence.

“We’ve seen more students com-
ing into the office that are aware of 
how to be active and empowered 
by standards and bring some of the 
things back to us that we’ve tried to 
teach them,” Robertson said.

He said there has been a shift 
in that education from victim-
blaming to a more universal under-
standing of the issues at stake with 
partner violence. He said the em-
phasis has now become bystander 
intervention — encouraging people 
to intervene in a relationship where 
they feel uncomfortable with what 
is transpiring.

“Now we’re telling everyone, 

males and females, that everyone 
can be a victim of violence. We all 
have an obligation to make sure, by 
the way of bystander intervention, 
that we all are actively looking for 
folks that are trying to take advan-
tage of our peers on campus,” Rob-
ertson said.

The Wellness Resource Center 
continues to serve as a medium for 
victims of violence in finding solu-
tions for unsafe relationships and 
circumstances. In instances that the 
center’s employees perceive an im-
mediate threat, they work with the 
VCU Police Department to handle 
the cases and ensure privacy.

The Richmond YWCA has also 
partnered with VCU’s Institute for 
Women’s Health in putting on a se-
ries of seminars entitled “Empow-
erment Through Education.” The 
series features speakers from VCU 
Student Health Services, Medical 

Center and School of Social Work.
“These are conversations that a 

lot of people might not be willing 
to have and I’m really proud that 
the YWCA and VCU are willing 
to go there,” said Rachel Soloman, 
the development and communica-
tions specialist for the YWCA.

“They’re bringing attention 
to issues ranging from how a fo-
rensic nurse reacts to a case of 
intimate partner violence in an 
emergency room, to how issues of 
intimate partner violence and do-
mestic violence affect couples that 
are LGBTQ.”

The Richmond YWCA has 
also organized independent events 
to raise awareness for domestic 
violence. The organization’s recent 
“1,000 Notes of Hope” campaign 
distributed blank letters around 
Richmond. People are encouraged 
to take the notes and write opti-

mistic messages on them, then hide 
them around the city.

“A lot of our work revolves 
around really heavy issues that 
we do want to bring awareness 
to,” Soloman said. “But the 1,000 
Notes we’re promoting is a sort 
of connectivity and promotes 
healthy relationships.”

According to Soloman, the 
program has gathered attention 
from different institutions, busi-
nesses and even the local gov-
ernment.  She said the notes are 
being widely distributed, and the 
program has gathered an enthu-
siastic response and an increasing 
number of participants.

“People really do anticipate a lot 
of the domestic violence events to 
be kind of unapproachable, difficult 
to talk about. This is something that 
kind of eases people into having the 
conversation,” Soloman said.

Students make art out of intimate wear

Red Flag Campaign raises domestic violence 
awareness on campus, advocates for survivors

—continued on page 6

VCU is participating in the Red Flag Campaign to raise awareness on campus of domestic and partner violence. Each of the flags signifies a warning sign of a potentially abusive relationship.

Intimate wear from last year’s auction, designed by VCU 
student and Relay for Life member Fatima Murphy.

MORGAN WHITE
Opinion Editor

The day will come when a nos-
talgia for the wild web exists, when 
the unfiltered nature of the internet 
during this day and age no longer 
exists. Whether the net will lose its 
neutrality or not is something that 
only time can tell. Even if it doesn’t 
come to that, we will still witness a 
restriction of what’s allowed on the 
web. That starts with the SAVE 
Act of 2014, something I touched 
on in last week’s column.

The bill would prohibit adver-
tising the exploitation of minors 
on the internet. It’s a restriction 
that doesn’t infringe upon any per-
son’s freedom of speech, but it does 
keep it from being wrongly abused. 
Something that may be even more 
relevant is the compromising of 

privacy. 
The first widespread, highly 

publicized breach was the release 
of nude photos hacked from celeb-
rity smartphones including Jenni-
fer Lawrence and Kate Upton and 
released under what the hackers 
called ‘The Fappening’ on Aug. 31. 
The second hack hit even closer to 
home. Snapchat was hacked earlier 
this month. What the hackers re-
fer to as ‘The Snappening’ includes 
100,000 previously “deleted” Snap-
chat photographs.

The demographic of the people 
victimized in this large scale hack-
ing is incredibly troubling. The 
truth about Snapchat is that the 
amount of nudes that are sent in 
large part are between people with 
blossoming sexual curiosity, the 
underage population. 

Invasion of digital privacy
OPINION

—continued on page 8
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Forcible sex offenses 
reported in 2013:

of sexual assault victims 
are attacked by some-
one they know, including 
partners.
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AUSTIN WALKER
Staff Writer

The VCU Medical Center’s abilities to  
contain a patient with the Ebola virus were 
tested this month when a traveller from Li-
beria with symptoms of the virus was iso-
lated in Richmond.

A patient suspected of carrying the Eb-
ola virus was transported on Oct. 14 to the 
VCU Medical Center under heavy super-
vision and containment procedure.  After 
showing few symptoms of the virus and 
testing negative, she was released.

Due to the patient’s travel history and 
low-grade fever, Crossover Health Minis-
try, where she was  originally held, decided 
Ebola follow-up examinations were neces-
sary. The VCU Emergency Preparedness 
Group coordinated a response to safely 
move the patient into isolation at the VCU 
Medical Center.

“We’re very concerned about Ebola and 
as such we’ve been very aggressive in our 
training and simulation, we’ve had a couple 
simulations, and in training our health care 
workers in donning and doffing the ap-
propriate personal-protective-equipment,” 
said Chief of Infectious Diseases at VCU 
Medical Center Gonzales Bearman, M.D.

Ebola is an infectious virus whose 
name originates from the Ebola River. The 
World Health Organization states that the 
virus acuses an accute, often fatal illness if 
left untreated. The mortality rate for the vi-
rus ranges from  25-90 percent, depending 
on the date of the outbreak.

There have been four cases of the virus 
in the U.S., including a traveler who con-
tracted the virus in West Africa and died 

of the disease shortly after, two healthcare 
workers who had treated him and a doctor 
who had recently treated Ebola patients in 
Guinea.

“Ebola poses a really, really miniscule 
public-health threat to non-healthcare 
workers in the United States,” Bearman 
said.

The patient, whose identity is anony-
mous for her privacy and safety, was vis-
iting her family in Liberia. She claims to 
have not had any contact with infected pa-
tients or the medical staff who work with 
them. Upon her return to the States from 
West Africa, she reported having a fever 
and was quarantined .

Reporters have been told her fever was 
not the infamously high 101.5 degree fever  
associated with the virus, and she did not 
exhibit any other symptoms indicative of 
the virus.

Despite their initial hesitation to con-
duct a full scan, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention finally agreed to 
do an official, federal testing of the patient 
following her isolation to confirm that she-
did not have the virus. She was dismissed 
from the hospital on Oct. 16.

Despite the woman not having Ebola, 
the Medical Center utilized many of their 
containment procedures to ensure staff 
safety. The CDC is asking VCU to remain 
on high-alert and proceed cautiously when 
dealing with patients who appear to have 
symptoms of the Ebola virus.

Bearman said that in the past six weeks, 
the VCU Medical Center has undergone 
two separate simulations, which aim to 
prepare the health care workers in prop-
erly utilizing their protective equipment as 

to prevent the spread of infectious disease, 
such as Ebola.

“In the event, of course, we had a stu-
dent at Virginia Commonwealth Univerity 
who had confirmed or suspected Ebola, 
that person or student would come to the 
VCU Emergency room and would be treat-
ed with the highest degree of caution. We 
would have isolation and appropriate quar-
antine,” Bearman said.

According to Bearman, no university 
activities have ever been closed due to the 
fear of a contagious disease. In the event 
that a patient had a confirmed or suspected 
case of Ebola, and was being held at the 
VCU Medical Center, precautions are in 
place in preventing the spread of disease. 
Also, the treatment of an Ebola patient 
would be handled entirely by faculty of the 
hospital.

“We have no intention of medical stu-
dents, nursing students, etc. having direct 
contact with confirmed or suspected Ebola 
patients,” Bearman said.

While no vaccination currently exists in 
the prevention of Ebola, with proper treat-
ment of the disease in a patient who is of 
stable health, the mortality rate of the vi-
rus is significantly lower. Currently, VCU 
has an extensive arsenal of immunizations 
available to students, limiting the impact of 
other diseases like influenza, HPV, Polio 
and others. Many of these vaccinations are 
required by the university, and it is still in 
question if the vaccine for Ebola would be 
required by students if it became publicly 
available.

Ebola scare on MCV 
proves preparedness AUGUST WADE

Staff Columnist 

As much as I’d like to say I’m 
grateful for VCU’s email alert as-
suring the VCU community that 
the administration and health 
system are well-prepared for an 
Ebola outbreak, I didn’t care. If I 
had the wherewithal, I could craft 
a list of events and diseases that 
are more relevant to my health 
and well-being than Ebola, but 
not because I don’t believe Ebola 
is dangerous.

Certainly, with more than 4,500 
people dead and hundreds more 
affected, Ebola is dangerous. It’s 
a fascinating and terrifying virus 
that incubates from two to 21 days, 
targets the body’s immune system 
and has a death rate as high as 
90 percent. But let’s be honest: If 
you’re reading these words, you 
probably won’t get Ebola.

Ebola is transmitted through 
close contact with the bodily fluids 
of someone sick with the virus. It’s 
not airborne, it’s not transmitted 
through water or insects. As an 
American, there are dozens of other 
events, disease and accidents that are 
more likely to kill you, most of them 
domestic in nature. Even on the 
continent of Africa and in the West 
African region, before the current 
outbreak, Ebola wasn’t an extraordi-
nary leading cause of death.

Ebola:
Neither threat, 
nor joke

CHRIS SUAREZ
Staff Writer 

Draw something which resem-
bles either the head, torso or legs of 
a decaying body – a simple enough 
task, but these were roughly the only 
instructions given to collaborat-
ing artists featured in the Exquisite 
Corpse exhibit at 1708 Gallery this 
month.

It was not until the exhibit 
opened at the beginning of October 
that many of the participating artists 
saw their creations. The collective 
end result — several compositions 
each melding the skill and style 
of three unique and vibrant art-
ists. Inspired by early 20th century 
Surrealist compositions, local artists 
worked together to create works of 
art known as Exquisite Cadaver, 
or originally named by its French 
inventors as “cadavre exquis.”

Folded into thirds, each piece was 
temporarily granted to an artist to 
paint, draw, ink or otherwise create 
their contribution. Following the 
initial contributor, the next artist 
would only be given a glimpse of 
what leads into their third. Once 
given a baseline, artists would then 
follow-up and add their creative 
vision.

“Surrealists, by their whole 
(modus operandi), are delving into 
the shared unconscious and pulling 
from it as source material,” said 1708 
Gallery Director Emily Smith. “A 
lot of work which Surrealist artists 
and writers made deal with dreams 
to some capacity. It’s like automatic 
drawing, it’s the unburdened mind 
that’s creating the artwork and all of 
the trappings of your conscious and 
decision-making are gone.”

Much like the originators of 
the practice, artists featured in the 
gallery this month assembled sur-
real creations resembling animals, 
creatures and people. Because of the 
abstract nature inherent to creating 
works of art where artists don’t know 
the final product, no piece is similar 
to the other. According to Smith, 
artists were not told who their col-
laborators were when adding to the 
exhibit.

“What’s fun to look across all of 
them is the ways that people contin-
ued the other drawings,” Smith said. 
“In some cases, people took cues 
from the palette and used the color 
by the artists preceding them. In 
other cases, it’s the hint of a line and 
seeing it continued.”

Now considered an artistic 
process, the concept of Exquisite 
Corpse derives from an old parlour 
game played by Surrealist artists and 
their adherents. Many people may 
also recognize the game’s concept in 
its literary focused form: Mad Libs.

Despite the unique perspectives, 
sometimes-cohesive, sometimes-
different, Smith said the process is 
meant to reveal and say something 
about the human condition.

“It’s the notion that deep, deep 
down, everyone is pulling from the 
same place,” Smith said. “That idea 
coupled with allowing for a chance 
to be part of the art-making process 
are really the two veins in which 
the game tapped into Surrealists’ 
interest.” 

In addition to the exhibit pieces 
which patrons may place bids on all 
this month, a large Exquisite Corpse 
mural created live during this 
month’s First Friday Art Walk is on 
display. Staying with the somewhat-
macabre theme of the exhibit and 
the Halloween season, 1708 Gallery 
will be holding a Day of The Dead 
party on Nov. 1. Pre-sale tickets for 
the event are online now for $10. 
Admission to enter the gallery the 
night of the event — which includes 
catering from La Milpa Mexican-
Aztec restaurant, entertainment and 
a cash bar — is $15. All proceeds 
will go to the non-profit 1708 Gal-
lery organization.

Local artists 
create  
mysterious 
collaborations

Melvin 
Johnson ready 
to break out

The patient at MCV was 
visiting her family in Liberia. 
Upon her return to the US, she 
reported having a fever and was 
quarantined.
The CDC agreed to do an 
official, federal testing of the 
patient to confirm that they did 
not, in fact, have the virus.
The results show that the 
patient never did have the virus, 
and that there was no need for 
alarm on the VCU campus.

mortality rate 

25% to 90%

cases of Ebola in the U.S.

1 in 11 million 
chance of dying in a 

plane crash

—continued on page 8

—continued on page 6

BRYANT DRAYTON
Contributing Writer

Every coach’s dream is to have a 
team full of committed players who 
go above and beyond the call of duty. 
For VCU, junior Melvin Johnson has 
put himself in position to become a 
lethal scorer due to his hard work and 
dedication put forth this offseason.  

It’s a testament to Johnson’s 
determination to improve his overall 
game for the betterment of the team. 
Johnson’s efforts have not gone un-
noticed, as his teammates and head 
coach Shaka Smart are impressed by 
his attitude throughout the offseason 
and weeks prior to the official tip off 
of the 2014-15 basketball campaign.  

Senior forward  Treveon Graham 
said he appreciated the direction 
Johnson took this offseason to en-
hance his abilities on the floor.

“He is always in the gym, so when 
you see someone in the gym, you 
want to do what they are doing,” 
Graham said.  

This year, Johnson is the lone 
junior on the team which means he 
will likely succeed Graham, Weber 
and Best as the leader of the men’s 
basketball squad once they graduate.

“He wants to get to a point where 
he has a leadership role and produce 
on the court,” Best said.  

Best proclaimed Johnson a gym 
rat and his statistics over his first two 
seasons at VCU have proven this 
sentiment. Last season, Johnson 

1

2

Traveler who got the virus in 
West Africa, who died of the 
disease shortly after
Healthcare workers who 
were treating him

MORE LIKELY CAUSES OF DEATH FOR AMERICANS: FAST FACTS

1 in 9.6 million 
chance of dying from 

a lightning strike

1 in 5.2 million 
chance of dying from 

a bee sting

1 in 9,100 
chance of being killed 

in a car accident

BY COMPARISON:

1 in 13.3 million chance of contracting Ebola in the United States

The patient suspected of carrying the Ebola virus was transported on Oct. 14 to MCV under intense supervision 
and containment procedures. After testing negative for Ebola, the patient was released soon after.

SOURCE: NPR
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CHRIS SUAREZ
Staff Writer

Fraud allegations over the proceed-
ings and outcomes of the Oct. 28-30 
SGA senate election have allegedly led 
to physical threats against complainant 
Caleb Capaz, and unearthed discrepan-
cies regarding how the SGA leadership 
addressed the situation.

Capaz, who ran and did not win a 
senate seat in this election, claims that 
the SGA is creating a “best friends club.” 
His initial grievance began when sena-
tor-elect Joshua “Devin” Zimmerman 
was not disqualified from the election 
after intentionally neglecting to attend 
mandatory candidate meetings. 

“(Zimmerman) said, ‘I have a bud (in 
the SGA) taking care of it,’” Capaz said 
in an interview.

Capaz and Zimmerman both attended 
Massaponax High School in Spotsylvania 
County and share a class this semester at 
VCU. Capaz said he and Zimmerman 
had been friendly going into the elec-
tion and that Zimmerman bragged about 
requiring pledges of his fraternity, Phi 
Gamma Delta, to vote for him.

Capaz said he contacted the SGA 
membership committee chair, Kealisha 
Adams, to file a complaint after learn-
ing Zimmerman had earned a senate 
seat despite his disregard for SGA stan-
dards. Capaz said Adams responded by 

asking for details of what Zimmerman 
had said and indicated she would inves-
tigate the matter.

Despite SGA bylaws requiring elec-
tion results to be posted within two busi-
ness days of voting being closed, the re-
sults were not posted until Nov. 9.

In an interview before the results were 
publicly available, SGA President Bran-
don Day said the delay was partially due 
to an on-going judicial investigation. 

In contradiction to Day’s statement, 
Chief Justice of the SGA Judiciary Vin-
cent Ryan stated in an email that no 
investigations had taken place this elec-
tion cycle.

“I have not received any grievances re-
lated to the last election,” Ryan said. “The 
time limit has passed for someone to file a 
grievance which would cover any alleged 
‘fraud.’ No one has come forward to me 
or told me that there was an incident and 
I don’t know anything about whatever 
‘fraud’ you might be talking about.”

A day after the election results were 
posted publicly, Capaz said Zimmerman 
approached him before class and physi-
cally threatened him, then left the class-
room before their professor arrived. 

“Devin came to class today and threat-
ened me with physical violence,” Capaz 
said immediately after the incident. “He 
said, ‘Nothing better happen to me over 
this or I’ll seriously f*** you up.’” 

Adams said she spoke to SGA ex-

ecutives including Day, several justices 
and other leaders. She said the lack of a 
formal grievance led to her investigating 
the allegation instead of the judiciary. 

“I checked out the allegations of what 
he stated,” Adams said. “Once I found 
them to be false, there was no need to 
proceed further.” The details of her in-
vestigation, she said, are private. 

Capaz said Adams broke this con-
fidentiality after she reported to him, 
however. Capaz said Zimmerman called 
him the next day threatening to harm 
Capaz the following week as a result of 
his allegations.

“I called (Zimmerman) back and he 
said (Adams) emailed him,” Capaz said. 
“He said, ‘you’re trying to kick me out,’ 
and ‘I tried to help you,’ and all of this 
other stuff — I was worried he might 
try to find me and do something crazy. I 
hung up on him. It’s so immature.”

Adams denies revealing Capaz’s name 
to Zimmerman during her investiga-
tion. According to Adams and Ryan, the 
SGA does not plan to pursue any further 
investigations regarding the matter.

Zimmerman claims that his strategy 
of gathering the 75 signatures necessary 
to run for office is what spurred Capaz’s 
accusations. In early October, Zimmer-
man and the “GRC president,” an un-
named member of his fraternity, visited 
the annual GRC Haunted House event 

SGA senator-elect tied to 
fraud and threat allegations 

AUGUST WADE
Staff Columnist 

Monument Avenue is beauti-
ful in every season, perpetually 
the pride of Richmond. It is, 
however, a pride in need 
of examination, one 
unfulfilled and one that 
does not justly or appro-
priately honor our past. 

The greatest irony 
of living in the South 
has been the relationship 
between a vocal minor-
ity of Southerners and the 
Confederacy; they praise the 
Confederacy and ominously say 
“the South will rise again,” but 
won’t tolerate criticism of the 
United States as a nation. It is 
a great irony that living people, 
self-professed Christians, praise 
dead soldiers while ignoring the 
plight and reality of the living. 

It is a great irony, one 
immortalized by publicly 
funded statues, monu-
ments and street names 
that honor Confederate lead-
ers through both Richmond 
(the former capital of the 
Confederacy) and all of the 
southern United States. 

The culture of reverence for 
and toward the Confederate 
States of America has been and 
continues to be one of intellectual 
dishonesty, violence and hypoc-
risy. Southerners have an un-
healthy obsession with defending 
the failed nation, which explicitly 
wanted to preserve the institution 
of slavery (Article I, Section 9(4) 
of the Confederate constitution), 
and that reverence manifests itself 
in hate groups and general big-
otry. It’s a culture cemented into 
our daily lives by the normalcy of 
having memorials dedicated to 
Confederate leaders.

There are six statues on Monu-
ment Avenue: Robert E. Lee, 
J.E.B. Stuart, Jefferson Davis, 
Stonewall Jackson, Matthew 

Maury and Arthur Ashe. Five 
of those men were Confederate 
leaders. The last, Ashe, was an 
African-American tennis player. 
His statue also happens to be the 
farthest away and faces away from 
the city’s center.

While I am by no means a 
seasoned sculptor or art critic, I 
do understand the importance of 
manifested art and I do see the 
value of having these monuments. 
White Southerners at the time of 

their construction were indoctri-
nated and thought those people 
were heroes. Some still do think 
so, and to say the truth, that those 
men were villains, would be sin. 

But it’s the 21st century now 
and we should examine the word 
‘value’ in relation to these statues: 
What values are we uphold-
ing and representing through 
them? Loyalty to the state above 
personal positions? Loyalty to a 

Justly preserving the 
South’s past 

BRYANT DRAYTON
Contributing Writer 

VCU men’s basketball came 
away with their first win of the 
2014-15 season, against the Uni-
versity of Tennessee, 85-69.  The 
game was played at the Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Maryland 
where the Rams took part in the 
Inaugural Veterans Classic.  

The Rams raced off to an early 
lead, as junior guard Melvin John-
son got off to a hot start shooting 
behind the arc. His 20 points in the 
first half enabled VCU to take a 48-
30 first half lead. Johnson finished 
with 23 points overall.

Playing without starting point 
guard Briante Weber, who was-
serving the final game of his sus-
pension, the Rams were short at 
the point guard position. Midway 
through the first half, the posi-
tion suffered another loss. A scary 
moment occured for VCU, when 

sophomore guard JeQuan Lewis 
fell hard after a scuffle for a rebound 
and was forced to leave the game 
with a concussion. His injury left 
VCU more vulnerable at the point 
guard position, causing  freshman 
Johnny Williams and sophomore 
Torey Burston to carry the burden 
the rest of the way.  

In the second half, Tennessee 
broke through and shortened the 
lead 67-59 with 7:39 left to play.  
Senior guard/forward Treveon 
Graham, who had a hard time find-
ing is shot all night, broke through 
in the closing minutes  and was able 
to seal the win with 15 points and 
14 rebounds.  

VCU shot 40 percent from the 
field and went 24-40 from the 
free throw line. The Rams forced 
19 turnovers turning them into 
26 points. 

Freshman guard Terry Lar-
rier scored 11 points, the most by 
a Ram in their collegiate debut in 

10 years. The bench contributed as 
well, combining for 29 points total. 

While the first game is an ad-
justment period for any college bas-
ketball team, the Rams responded 
by winning their ninth-straight 
season opener behind 10 different 
players who scored for the Rams.

The second game of the Inau-
gural Tournament was between 
Michigan State University and the 
Naval Academy. Head coach Shaka 
Smart was pleased at the decision 
for his team to compete against a 
Bowl Championship Series confer-
ence opponent. Smart is now 13-10 
against BCS opponents.  

“We are very appreciative to be 
part of an event that both honors 
the armed services and provides 
our student-athletes with a terrific 
learning experience,” Smart said.  

VCU’s next game is Nov. 18 
against the University of Toledo. 
The game will be the home opener  
for the Rams. 

Surprise beatdown! 
Men’s basketball wins

—continued on page 8

Men’s basketball defeated the University of Tennessee on Friday, Nov. 14 for the first time in 
school history, 85-69. Rams are 13-10 under head coach Shaka Smart against BCS programs.

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
C

H
R

IS
TI

A
N

 K
E
P
PL

ER

ILLUSTRATION BY CHRIS KINDRED

—continued on page 3

Senator-elect Joshua Zimmerman is 
accused of SGA election fraud and 
threatening physical violence against the 
complainant.

Caleb Capaz has accused SGA senator-
elect Joshua Zimmerman of unjustly 
attaining a senate seat. Capaz claims 
Zimmerman has physically threatened 
him twice in retaliation.
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ALONZO SMALL
Sports Editor

Three minutes into the game, 
senior guard Briante Weber had 
just retrieved his first steal of the 
2014-15 campaign from Uni-
versity of Toledo senior forward 
J.D. Weatherspoon, resulting in 
an assist to junior guard Melvin 
Johnson. Johnson converted on 
a layup to put the Rams up 5-3 
early in the contest and VCU fans 
rejoiced. Their first-team Atlantic 
10 guard was back on the court, in 
front of an adoring Siegel Center 
crowd, playing the game he loved 
with his basketball family cheer-
ing along and his 30-something 
family members in attendance and 
echoing the same sentiments. For 
Weber, the long journey to get to 
that moment was complete.

It would be Weber’s first game 
back after sitting out a season 
opening win against University 
of Tennessee, 85-69, on Nov. 14. 
Weber was serving a one-game 
suspension for violating the 
school’s student conduct policy 
in regards to a misdemeanor petit 
larceny charge that was later dis-
missed by the Richmond Man-
chester General District Court in 
favor of restitution and 50 hours 
of community service. During his 
suspension, Weber cheered vehe-
mently for his team, proving that 
even on the bench, he’s all about 
the team. Four days later, his time 
would come.

Hours before tip-off, Weber 
said he was excited about the 
opportunity to play, albeit a little 
anxious. Weber said that feeling 
in the pit of his stomach just made 
him more ready to play the game.

“When the time was winding 
down, I kind of got this gut feeling 
like, ‘I’m going to play as hard as I 
can and not worry about anything 
I do’,” Weber said.

Then his moment came.
The usual player introductions 

seemed a bit more significant 
for this home-opening stage. 
When Weber’s name was called, 
the Siegel Center crowd roared 
with approval and his teammates 
gathered to officially welcome him 
back. It’s a moment Weber called 

“uplifting.”
“All those people behind me re-

gardless of anything, was probably 
the most uplifting thing that could 
have happened to me,” Weber said. 
“It also helped me play better just 
knowing they were behind me.”

Against a formidable opponent, 
the Toledo Rockets, Weber knew 
it was an important game. No 
game is as important as the one 
that is being played, Weber said, 
and in that moment he was ready 
to lead the team.

The end result would arguably 
be Weber’s best all-around game 
in his collegiate career. Weber re-
corded 18 points, nine steals, eight 
rebounds and seven assists in the 
87-78 win for the Rams.

“These statistics are impres-
sive,” head coach Shaka Smart said 
postgame.  “But he had a number, 
62, on our effort chart, which is 
by far the best I’ve ever seen, and 
we’ve had this effort chart since I 
got here.”

Welcome Back, Briante! Stalking laws 
perpetuate 
silent threat
MORGAN WHITE
Opinion Editor

The amount of time it takes for 
a stalker to turn their infatuation 
into something physical that will 
finally elicit the help from police 
is filled with anxiety.  You know  
that something will happen, and 
nothing will be done to stop it 
from happening. Unless a viable 
threat has been made you will 
merely just have to deal with the 
unwanted interaction with the 
other person. You’ll have to block 
their phone number each time they 
buy a new one to keep up with the 
interaction. You’ll have to fear for 
your life each time you walk to the 
car or home late at night after class 
because there’s a possibility you’ll 
run into them and there will be no 
way out of the interaction. You’ll 
just have to deal with it because 
those things are not substantial 
enough to be considered evidence 
for police interaction. 

Any person who on more than 
one occasion engages in conduct 
directed at another person with the 
intent to place, or when he knows 
or reasonably should know that the 
conduct places that other person in 
reasonable fear of death, criminal 
sexual assault, or bodily injury to 
that other person or to that other 
person’s family or household mem-
ber is guilty of a Class 1 misde-
meanor. If those are the words of 
the law, then why is it so hard for 
a person to make the claims that 
allows the police to do anything 
about the issue the stalked person 
has had in the first place?

Legitimately, you must have 
been touched by another person 
before you can issue a protective 
order against them. That is even 
if they have been told repeatedly 
to cease communication with you. 
Blocking several phone numbers, 
social media profiles and hanging 
a “No Trespassing” sign on your 
residence is your only defense. In 
order for you to feel safe with-
out being physically harmed you 
must change your life to end the 

stalking. The victim should not 
be driven to these lengths. They 
should have the ability to have 
authority figures at least talk to the 
person, something that would not 
infringe on the rights of the stalker 
but would give them a warning 
that what is being done to combat 
it is serious and if they continue 
action will be taken.

According to the National 
Center for Victims of Crime 6.6 
million people are stalked per year 
in the United States. Usually the 
stalker is stalking a former inti-
mate partner. Seventy-six percent 
of victims of intimate partner 
femicide (a term used to describe 
the murder of women) were 
stalked by their partner prior to 
the homicide. Forty-six percent of 
stalking victims fear not knowing 
what will happen next. About one 
in seven stalking victims move as 
a result of the stalking, something 
that shouldn’t have to happen to 
end the unwanted interaction with 
the stalker.

More than half of female stalk-
ing victims were stalked under the 
age of 25; that means as college 
students, we are on the cusp of 
danger right now. Living on cam-
pus means that you are entirely too 
close to the people who could po-

tentially stalk you with the range 
to do so on a regular basis. It’s 
commendable of our government 
that in all 50 states there are laws 
against stalking. What is not com-
mendable however, is that in less 
than one-third of these states is 
stalking considered a felony upon 
the first offense. If the person is 
deranged enough in thinking this 
interaction is perfectly fine, if they 
are delusional enough to believe 
that this was meant to be a mere 
slap on the wrist won’t do a thing. 
They will continue to do as they 
have because they lack the where-
withal to realize what they are do-
ing is wrong. The lack the ability 
to realize that this is by far about 
as irrational as things can be. 

Even if you are given a reason-
able fear from the person who 
is stalking you, what is done by 
police departments in order to 
protect your safety? They wait for 
you to be assaulted. It sounds like 
a grand idea that even when you 
fear for what your life, nothing 
will be done until your fears come 
to fruition. More needs to be done. 
Police involvement should not de-
pend on whether a hand has been 
laid on a person or not. Stalking is 
a substantial problem. 

Senior guard Briante Weber goes for a layup in his first game 
of the 2014-15 season against University of Toledo on Nov. 14.

—continued on page 4
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VCU students and Rich-
mond locals convened on cam-
pus at the historic Crenshaw 
House last Thursday night in a 
display of solidarity with social 
activists and residents in Fergu-
son, Missouri.

VCU Students for Social 
Action hosted an art show and 

slam poetry performance honor-
ing Michael Brown, the unarmed 

19-year-old African-American who 
was shot dead by police officer Dar-

ren Wilson in a Missouri suburb ear-
lier this summer. The gathering was in 

light of the Ferguson grand jury’s pending 
decision regarding whether to indict Wilson 
for Brown’s murder in August.

“It’s not just about one man being shot by 
one cop,” said VCU sociology professor and 
Students for Social Action faculty advisor Jes-
se Goldstein. “It’s part of a bigger social prob-
lem … It’s important to figure out how to plug 
into issues bigger than you and not get stuck 
supporting people who only look like you.”

Brown’s death sparked national fervor and 
discussion about police militarization and sys-

temic social inequality. This national reaction 
was amplified by news outlets and firsthand 
accounts on social media depicting police with 
military-grade weapons and armor responding 
to outraged residents.

Last Thursday’s gathering on campus was 
intended to mirror the protests in Ferguson 
and accross the country which have largely re-
mained peaceful and demanded social justice 
from political figures, police departments and 
fellow Americans.

“When we started working on this event 
earlier this semester, we noticed the attention 
to Ferguson was dissipating,” said Students for 
Social Action president Madison Woodruff. 
“We wanted to raise more awareness and get 
everybody to continue thinking about what’s 
going on.”

Earlier this month, the parents of Brown 
testified to the United Nations Committee 
Against Torture. The U.N. committee has also 
included concerns over global police brutality 
and other governmental human rights abuses. 
After the initial events unfolded in Ferguson 
this summer, Amnesty International declared 
that several human rights abuses had taken 
place by police during the protests.

Now, as many anxiously await the grand 
jury decision and whatever reactionary dem-
onstrations may arise in Ferguson, Missouri 

Gov. Jay Nixon declared another state of emer-
gency and requested the National Guard be on 
standby this month as well.

Goldstein said racism still thrives today 
under the guise of “colorblindness,” which ig-
nores institutionalized differences for people 
of color around the country.

Referencing the number of systemic social 
inequalities in the American criminal jus-
tice system, Goldstein said historical context 
makes it difficult to not consider such com-
plaints legitimate.

“It’s hard to not see a direct connection 
back to the policing of bodies that were con-
sidered slaves, Jim Crow and racial lynchings,” 
Goldstein said. “It’s hard to not see a connec-
tion to this very long history of being anxious 
about violence against black and brown men 
and women.”

Students who took part in Thursday’s event 
were also encouraged to place a handprint on 
a large banner bearing the words, “Hands 
Up, Don’t Shoot.” The phrase was originally 
adopted by Ferguson protesters to symbolize 
the unarmed Brown allegedly surrendering to 
Wilson before being shot to death.

Participants were also asked to write let-
ters of encouragement that would be sent to 
protesters in Ferguson. Screen prints of Brown 

Ferguson grand jury decision looms:
Michael Brown lives on through 
VCU students’ support, art

—continued on page 3
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Sophomore fine arts major 
Aaron Brown created the 
above artwork in memory 
of Michael Brown. His piece 
was part of last Thursday’s 
“Solidarity With Ferguson” 
art show, held on campus at 
the historic Crenshaw House.
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SCHEV makes student aid a priority 

The American 
College Promise

MATT LEONARD
Online Content Editor

For the first time, student finan-
cial aid has been recommended as 
a budget priority in Virginia by the 
State Council for Higher Educa-
tion in Virginia.

The SCHEV report that made 
financial aid a priority asks for an 
additional $31.5 million to the Vir-
ginia budget. 

“It’ll be hard for them to get all 
of that,” said William Bosher of the 
Commonwealth Educational Poli-
cy Institute.

Bosher, who was interviewed 
just 12 days before his death on 
Nov. 30, 2014, may have been cor-
rect. When Virginia Governor Ter-
ry McAuliffe introduced his bud-
get proposal in December, it only 
added $2.5 million in additional 
financial aid funding and $10 mil-
lion for institutions to invest in the 
latest research technology. McAu-
liffe’s proposal still has yet to make 
it through the General Assembly.

According to the Institute for 
College Access and Success, 59 per-
cent of Virginia graduates cross the 
stage with some amount of debt. 
These students average $25,780 in 
outstanding payments.

“Student debt is a concern,” said 

ALONZO SMALL
Sports Editor

Never mind the fact that the 
game is inspired by the fantasy 
book and film series Harry Potter, 
the hula hoop-like goals or the 
straddling of brooms, Quidditch 
is quickly sweeping the nation and 
there’s nothing magical about its 
emergence. The sport is as real as 
it gets and VCU’s own Wizenga-
mot Quidditch of VCU is physical 
proof of that.

If you haven’t seen any of the 
Harry Potter movies the rules are 
as follows: Matches are played 
with two teams of seven riding 
flying broomsticks, using four 
balls (a quaffle, two bludgers and 
a Golden Snitch) with the intent 
to score through six ring-shaped 
goals with three on each side at 
different heights. 

The modernized real life game 
doesn’t stray from the original 
concept. Called “Muggle Quid-
ditch,” gone are the flying brooms, 
only to be replaced by real ones. 

The Golden Snitch is now a 
person while the purpose remains 
the same.

In “Muggle Quidditch,” three 
chasers score goals worth 10 points 
each with a volleyball, called 
the quaffle, advancing the ball 
by running, kicking or passing 
to teammates. Like a goalie in 
soccer, each team has a keeper 
who defends the goal hoops. Two 
beaters use dodgeballs, called 
bludgers, to knock the opposing 
chasers out the game. Any player 
hit by a bludger is out of play until 
they touch their own goals. Each 
team also has a seeker who tries 
to catch the snitch. The snitch is a 
ball attached to the waistband of 
the snitch runner, a neutral athlete 
in a yellow uniform who avoids 
capture. The snitch is worth 30 
points and its capture ends the 
game. If the score is tied after the 
snitch catch, the game proceeds 
into overtime.

Much like any other sport, 
fouls are forbidden with their oc-
currences drawing penalties. Like 

soccer, yellow cards and red cards 
are drawn. A yellow card indicates 
that a player must spend one min-
ute in the penalty box. A red card 
indicates that a player is barred 
from the rest of the game.

Tommy McPhail, the president 
of Wizengamot Quidditch of 
VCU and senior mass communi-
cations major, said he can recall 
being introduced to the game by 
some friends when he arrived at 
VCU and becoming intrigued by 
its competitive nature.

“I fell in love with it immedi-
ately,” McPhail said. “There was 
a lot of people who were super in 
to it athletically and then a lot of 
people who were just super laid 
back, so to see one sport where 
all those levels of competitiveness 
could come together, it just kind of 
roped me in from there.”

Ashleigh Davis, a senior major-
ing in art history met McPhailfour 
years ago when they both signed 
up for the team.

Davis already had a back-
ground in competitive sports such 

as soccer, gymnastics, dance, 
cheerleading and basketball. Her 
fascination with the game of 
Quidditch started in New York, 
when her friend, a photographer, 
shot the World Cup. A World 
Cup tournament is equivalent to 
football’s Super Bowl. It’s where 
the best teams in the country 
battle to become the league 
champion. Davis’s friend had rave 
reviews about the sport and when 
Davis transferred to VCU and 
found out the university had a 
Quidditch team, she said she felt 
it was something she’d like to try.

 “It sounds silly but it still 
sounded like something I could 
do and something that’s fun,” 
Davis said.

The mixed-gender aspect was 
something that Davis said she felt 
was never an issue.

“I definitely think co-ed is more 
of an issue for the guys than the 
girls,” Davis said.

Davis described that naturally 

VICTORIA ZAWITKOWSKI
Staff Columnist

Education is of utmost 
importance for the future 
of the United States, but it 
is also one of the most ex-
pensive routes for U.S. citi-
zens to pursue. President 
Barack Obama recently 
announced his plan to 
make the first two years of 
community college free for 
students with good grade 
point averages. Students 
who have the desire to 
obtain a college education 
deserve either minimal cost 
or even free education.

Obama’s plan would 
fund community college for 
states willing to put up 25 
percent of the costs. While 
that would still leave the 
federal government with 
what the White House said 
would be $60 billion dol-
lars over 10 years, students’ 
education is the best invest-
ment for our country.

The disparity between 
the rise in minimum wage 
and the inflation of college 
tuition has forced students 
to fall into $1.4 million in 
student loan debt in the 
pursuit of higher education. 
Since 1985, minimum wage 
has only increased by 140 
percent, while tuition has 
increased by 500 percent. 
The average working citizen 
cannot easily afford living 
on minimum wage, much 
less paying thousands in 
tuition costs, which is im-
portant because most people 
saving for college work for 
minimum wage. 

Our country has been 
focused on the creation of 
jobs. If citizens lack the 
skills required to f ill those 
jobs, however, then the ef-
forts are useless. A college 
degree is now as expected 

as a high school diploma. 
In his State of the Union 
address, Obama reiterated 
this point by saying that 
at the end of this decade, 
two out of three jobs will 
require some form of 
higher education.

Tennessee has already 
created its own program to 
make community college 
free. In the Republican-
led state, students were 
required to maintain a 
2.0 GPA, prove they were 
residents of the state and do 
eight hours of community 
service every semester.

Obama’s program, 
dubbed the American Col-
lege Promise, would waive 
tuition costs for students 
with at least a 2.5 GPA, 
attending at least part-time 
and working toward a two 
or four-year degree.

The cost of this program 
is likely to keep it from 
Congressional approval 
and yet it would greatly 
reduce student debt and 
the skill gap that exists in 
the job market. In his ad-
dress, Obama said around 
40 percent of U.S. students 
attend community college. 
The White House esti-
mates 9 million students 
would benefit from this 
type of program.

Increasing the number of 
students who receive higher 
education would not only 
yield a more informed and 
skilled class of people, but 
it would result in a greater 
economic output. Making 
education more affordable 
and even free for those who 
have shown academic prom-
ise can only be a positive 
thing for the U.S.

An analysis from the 
2012 presidential eco-

Quidditch: Fantasy sport brings real competition
VCU’s Quidditch team practices on Fridays at Petronius Park from 3-5 p.m. and Cary Street Field from 4-6 p.m. on Sundays.

—continued on page 3

—continued on page 8
—continued on page 4
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The first official sighting of the Bunny 
Man is believed to have taken place in the 
early 1970s. In Fairfax County, VA, a couple 
parked their car in a field to supposedly “talk,” 
but suddenly heard a “BAM!” The front pas-
senger window of the car crashed in. The 
couple managed to catch a quick glimpse of 
a figure as the man in the drivers seat quickly 
reversed the car. They later argued about who, 
or what, they saw. The woman believed it was 
a man dressed in a suit similar to that of a Klu 
Klux Klan outfit, but the man is convinced 
that the figure was dressed in a white bunny 
suit, ears and all. They both could agree on the 
figure shouting, “You’re on private property!” 
as they drove away. Shortly after this incident 
was reported, more bunny man sightings were 
claimed in the following weeks and months. 
In 1999 a bizarre recounting of the legend was 
published on the Internet. The author of this 
website claims the original Bunny Man was 
actually a convict named Douglas, who suc-
cessfully escaped a prisoner transfer in 1905 
after the bus wrecked. While other convicts 

who managed to escape were quickly rounded 
up in the following days, Douglas was able to 
evade capture for months. During this time 
officers would consistently find dead, skinned 
and half eaten bunnies in the woods. This 
was believed to be Douglas’s doing, and he 
quickly became known as Douglas the Bunny 
Man. Three months after his disappearance, 
some kids were hanging out under a bridge on 
Halloween night. At midnight, a bright light 
flashed, and every kid’s throat and chest was 
slit. The next morning, each of the kid’s mu-
tilated bodies were discovered hanging from 
the bridge. Over the years this bridge became 
known as Bunny Man’s bridge after very simi-
lar murders took place underneath it on Hal-
loween night to groups of kids who did not be-
lieve in the Bunny Man myth. Today, kids still 
visit the bridge on Halloween night, but they 
always make a point to leave before midnight 
because the longer you stay under the bridge, 
the more the air starts to taste like death.

BY DALTON BYERLY

BUNNY MAN
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In 1925, the Church Hill Tunnel collapsed, 
sealing in a steam locomotive and the fate of 
four men working inside the tunnel. However, 
something escaped. Witnesses claim to have 
seen a large “creature” emerge from the rubble 
and smoke with jagged teeth covered in blood 
and human flesh hanging off of it’s mangled 
body. They tried to chase the monster, but the 
vampire fled to Hollywood Cemetery where it 
disappeared in the mausoleum of W.W. Pool.

BY KEITH PFEIFFER

There’s always a light at the 
end of the tunnel, but what 

about vampires?
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POCAHONTAS PARKWAY

Today, the Pocahontas Parkway links 
Henrico and Chesterfield county. But years 
ago it was a Powhatan and Arrohatak Indian 
burial ground, proven by an excavation that 
unearthed multitudes of Native American 
Artifacts. The first strange occurrence sur-
rounding Pocahontas Parkway was long be-
fore the roadway was built. Landowners in the 
area reported unidentified, louder-than-nor-
mal footsteps, and an explanation was never 
found. This was simply a precursor, however, 
to the real oddities that began to occur once 
the roadway became a reality. The Parkway 
was supposedly built under the watchful eye 
of an apparition of an Indian man sitting atop 
a horse, as reported by construction workers. 
The strange reports continued to come in 
once the roadway was functioning. Flashes of 
men on horses and on foot were seen running 
straight through, in and around traffic. All 
would seem to vanish at the sound of a drivers 
horn. Flickering toll lights, oddly patterned 
smoke, and most frighteningly, inhuman, 
high pitched screams were also reported. As 
the incidences continued to occur, the Park-
way began to garner interest from locals and 
paranormal investigators. The consensus is 
that as long as the Parkway exists, or we give 
the ghosts some sort of solace, the tribes will 
continue to haunt the area.

BY KALI GREGAN

POCAHONTAS 
PARKWAY
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POCAHONTAS PARKWAY

The ghosts might get you when you drive by.

7SPRING/SUMMER 2015ILLUSTRATION BY KALI GREGAN
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During a dark and dreary, 19th century 
night, grave robbers lurk behind fences and 
gates eyeing the most recent burial. They’ve 
been lifting bodies from this cemetery fre-
quently lately; the prices are on the rise. After 
scouting this cadaver for days, waiting on fam-
ily members to stop protecting the site, they 
decide to close in. They move swiftly through 
the dark graveyard and begin to dig; they’ve 
perfected this act by now. Digging down to-
wards the corpse, the grave robbers cringe at 
how much universities are willing to pay for 
the decaying carcasses. After attaining their 
prize, they slink off into the night, knowing 
they’ve done their job and there will be a hap-
py VCU Med Lab tomorrow.

Sights like this were not at all uncommon 
to be seen during the 19th and 20th century, 
as body snatching was the only way for a uni-
versity to practice human dissections for their 
students. Virginia Commonwealth University 

was one of the main schools to participate in 
this insidious act, alongside the Edinburgh 
Medical College and Oxford University. In 
Richmond, Virginia, VCU is known for its 
medical school and in-depth curriculum. 
However students that attended school in 
1884 would of had a much different experience 
than those who attend now. Classes were full 
and teachers used mostly wax models to show 
the anatomy of the human body, students 
knew full well that they were dissecting sto-
len bodies and that this act itself was highly 
illegal. Several students, along with teachers 
and the demonstrator of anatomy would often 
go out to dig up the bodies themselves. One 
of the most popular was Popper cemetery, 
although any cemetery with a 2-mile radius 
was fair game. According to police records no 
bodies were ever stolen from Richmond’s re-
nowned Hollywood cemetery. However, dur-
ing this undercover and illegal process, many 

student and teachers alike were arrested. 
This became a serious issue, so grave rob-

bing began to play a large role in the MCV 
campus practices. Most were undercover and 
would watch obituary listings in the local pa-
per to learn when the newest graves would be 
dug. In other cities, grave robbers would go 
to the extreme and murder for cash rewards. 
This came to a halt 1919 when the Virginia 
General Assembly passed the Virginia State 
Anatomical Act, which allowed people to do-
nate their bodies to science. Although illegal 
and immoral, body snatching was very impor-
tant to the medical process in the late 1800’s. 
It lead to many discoveries and a better under-
standing of tendons and muscle development. 
Its most important role being the knowledge 
of how to effectively and cleanly amputate sol-
diers in hostile environments.

BY AVERY JONES

BODY SNATCHING
(BO-DY SNÅ-CHING) NOUN.
1. THE ACT OR PRACTICE OF ROBBING A GRAVE 
TO OBTAIN A CADAVER FOR DISSECTION.
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Grace Street’s 800 block has had a history 
for cultivating some of Richmond’s most al-
ternative entertainment and music venues. 
A lot of the rich history isn’t known by VCU 
students that jaywalk across it today, rushing 
to get to class, as the information is either pre-
served by the locals, or for the more knowl-
edge-thirsty students, at the Special Archives 
of  Cabell Library. But this article isn’t about 
how many of RVA’s residents actually know 
about Grace Street’s development, or how 
many of them take certain stores, restaurants 
and entertainment venues for granted. No, it’s 
more about celebrating the counter-culture 
Grace Street’s 800 block once offered before 
VCU renovated many of the buildings to ac-
commodate a larger campus. 

Rumors have circulated that the one 
of the school buildings on the 800 block of 
Grace Street had been a porn theatre. My cu-
riosity insisted that I seek the truth, and my 
persistent nagging at the Special Archives 
and Collections of Cabell Library was eventu-
ally rewarded- I actually found out a lot more 
than I intended to. At first I had constantly 
run into dead ends when I looked through 
numerous reference books about Richmond’s 
counterculture, graduate studies about art-
deco architecture, and articles from the His-
tory and Art History departments.  I couldn’t 
confirm much of  Grace Street’s underground 
and rebel era until I met archivist Ray Bon-
nis.  He said he had done a tour recently about 
Grace Street, and had original photos and 
documents that could show me how much the 
street had transformed.

My findings led me to the doorsteps of 934 
West Grace Street. This also happens to be 
the address for VCU’s Grace Street Theatre. 
Since 1996, the 225-seat art-deco theatre has 
been the primary performing venue for VCU’s 

Department of Dance and Choreography, a 
classroom for Art History courses, and space 
for public lectures and films.

The theatre was originally founded in 
1935, a time well before VCU was even called 
Virginia Commonwealth University. It was 
named the Lee Theatre after General Robert 
E. Lee and began as a second-run movie the-
atre. Between the 1940s and 1960s, the the-
atre was an art house theatre featuring films 
like Swan Lake, Othello and Great Expectations. 
This was during Grace Street’s classy period, a 
time when ushers and doormen greeted view-
ers at the theatre’s entrance. 

In September of 1965, the theatre had  un-
dergone major renovations and reopened as the 
Lee Art Theatre. In the September 1, 1965 is-
sue of the Richmond News Leader, journalist Al-
ton Williams wrote that the films were exclu-
sively for adults because the management was, 
“forced to cater to a larger audience with lesser 
films.” VCU’s Grace Street Theatre in the 
1960s and 70s had been ground zero for public 
pornography. Undoubtedly, these XXX-rated 
films were its drawing card, and probably one 
of the main attractions on the block.

Because the adult films were part of a 
new phase for Richmond’s counterculture, 
it wasn’t hard for me too imagine that some 
people probably were against the films that 
made Grace Street anything but graceful. 
According to the articles Bonnis shared with 
me, some of the theatre’s films and advertise-
ments were considered so obscene that police 
officers would reported them. What got my 
attention is that these cases didn’t just stay 
local, but were put under a national spotlight 
when the Supreme Court got involved. In LEE 
ART THEATRE v. VIRGINIA, 392 U.S. 636 
(1968) the Supreme Court not only declared 
the films as constitutional, but also “extended 

greater protection to written materials by rul-
ing that a warrant to seize obscene material 
based on a police officer’s personal observa-
tions is not constitutional...” So basically, the 
Lee Art Theatre is the reason why the public 
can watch X-rated movies and porn.

In 1975, the  Lee Art Theatre  not only 
continued to show X-rated films, but also 
built a stage in front of the screen to offer 
burlesque dancing and stripping. The danc-
ers would perform three or four times a day 
while movies played continuously in the back-
ground.  With dancers like Chesty Morgan, 
Busty Russell, Candy Samples, and Tank Ti-
anna, it’s no wonder the theatre’s popularity 
lasted through the 70s.  

The theatre had reached its heyday by de-
viating away from the norm and showcasing 
provocative films. However, the porn indus-
try eventually repositioned itself in the mid-
1980s to the home video market, allowing 
millions of Americans to watch X-rated vid-
eos on their new VCRs privately. This shift 
in viewing porn publicly to privately led to 
a dwindling audience. The Lee Art Theatre 
was forced to close in late May, 1993. Later 
that year, VCU acquired the property, ending 
the theatre’s chapter of entertainment and 
beginning a new one of learning.

Ever since I researched about the theatre, 
I’ve become more curious to discover Rich-
mond’s other nooks and crannies, particularly 
on West Grace Street. I’ve only started my re-
search on Strange Matter, also called Nancy 
Rayguns, Twisters, or Hububba depending 
which era you are from, the Village Cafe, and 
Police Department, which ironically used to 
be a Biker Bar called Newgate Prison. I’m ex-
cited to see what else I can scavenge,  and I 
entreat you to do the same. You never really 
know what hidden gems you’re going to find 

934
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1. Dancer Jerri Carr (1975) 
2. One of Lee Theatre’s last Advertise-
ments
3. Grace Street theatre Blueprint (1935) 
4. Lee Theatre program (1939)
5. The theatre’s transformation from 
1935’s blueprint to present 

All images are courtesy of VCU Cabell 
Library’s Special Archives and Collections.
Special thanks to archivist Ray Bonnis

5
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easy to overlook the stories about the places 
you visit most, but I think it’s important to 
really learn about the community you live in, 
especially one as rapidly changing like Rich-
mond. If we don’t really know or care,  we 
won’t be able to preserve the alternative cul-
ture Richmond offers. The sky rises, corpo-
rate chains and school buildings will eventu-
ally just take over, leaving little light to shine 
on what’s left of Richmond’s unique urban 
culture. 

BY STEPHANIE TRUJILLO
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Gourmet pizza by the slice

 PIZZA
VOTED #1 TEN YEARS IN A ROW IN CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA

Located at 404 N. Harrison St., Richmond, VA
(Next to Village Cafe & across from Edo’s Squid)

OPEN FOR 

LUNCH 7 

DAYS A 

WEEK!

LUNCH SPECIAL!
BUY 2 SPECIALTY SLICES, GET

A FREE FOUNTAIN DRINK
ONLY VALID WHEN PRESENTED AT THE TIME OF PURCHASE.

CANNOT BE COMBINED OR USED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERS. EXPIRES 4/15/2015

ADVERTISEMENT

apply @ richmondstudenthousing.com

amenities subject to change. see office for details.

great locations—walk to class • fully furnished • on-site laundry • on-site management & maintenance
all utilities included (electricity up to a monthly cap) • individual leases • roommate matching available

RAMZ APARTMENTS ON BROAD THE LOFTS AT CAPITAL GARAGE

SPACES FILLING FAST FOR FALL 2015
S E C U R E  Y O U R  S P O T  B E F O R E  I T ’ S  T O O  L AT E
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THREE WEEKS
This project was meant to explore the 

societal connotations between gender and 
body hair by collecting the “unnecessary” 
hair and nails from my body over a period 
of three weeks. I then preserved the col-
lection like a wet taxidermy specimen in a 
hand blown glass bottle.

BY TAYLOR DUNIVAN
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One day I was cleaning my room, and for some reason I found a bunch of dead bees on my 
windowsill, perfectly intact with all their limbs and wings. Not knowing what else to do with 
the bees other than to throw them away, I carefully placed them in my hand. As I turned, the 
sunlight from skylight window beamed on them; the natural spotlight caught my attention. I 
decided in that instant to take a few photos because of the odd fact that I was in possession of a 
number of dead bees in my hand.

BY STEPHANIE TRUJILLO

“HANDFUL OF HONEY”
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Buy local. Eat local.
Dress local. Bank local.

vacu.org

Free local checking -- find out more at vacu.org

Federally Insured by NCUA

(804) 323-6800 
(800) 285-6609

vacu.org Visit a branch Mobile

InkMagazine.indd   1 2/3/2015   11:56:16 AM
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KATHERINE BROWN
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Growing up my family watched movies 
together all the time. The movies we watched 
were almost always old classic films. So at a 
young age I fell in love with the past. I loved 
the glamour of Audrey Hepburn eating pas-
tries outside Tiffany’s in Breakfast at Tiffany’s 
and the absurdity of Gene Wilder tap danc-
ing with Frankenstein’s monster in Young 
Frankenstein. One of my earliest memories is 
listening to the song “Make ‘Em Laugh” from 
Singin In The Rain. The message of the song 
imprinted on me as an individual and as an art-
ist. Through my art I try to evoke a feeling of 
nostalgia for the event that is watching mov-
ies. I would like my art to be a visual reminder 
of our shared experience of those films. From 
the silliness of seeing Tony Curtis and Jack 
Lemon disguise themselves as women to hide 
from the mob in Some Like It Hot to the sus-
pense of watching Jimmy Stewart try to solve a 
murder from his wheelchair in Rear Window.  
I want you to remember the laughter and the 
goose bumps. To see more of my work go to: 

rachelmorgansmith.tumblr.com.
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CAFÉ DEL RAZ
There are few things quite as romantic as 

drinking a cup of coffee. For many, it’s a morn-
ing ritual they’re not willing to miss. Wheth-
er you make it at home or you buy it from a 
coffee shop, the aromas and tastes that come 
from a mug of expertly brewed java is an es-
sential part of many people’s day. Yet there’s 
a key element to drinking coffee that many 
of us have overlooked, and one that a couple 
of 1:20-something year-old baristas, including 
myself, have picked up on and m ade a game 
out of: the venue.

The goal of this game, dubbed Café Del 
Raz, is really simple: find the most scenic spots 
possible, set up an impromptu coffee bar, and 
brew ourselves a pot. We’ve gone anywhere 
from abandoned factories with fine views of 
Richmond’s Skyline to backcountry clearings 
in the Blue Ridge Mountains. We’ll set up 
a percolator, grind 60 grams of Black Hand 
beans, and enjoy the view as the water heats 
up to a rolling boil. The result is nothing more 
than the best cup of coffee we could wish for.

BY JOSE D’ALTA
PHOTOS BY REESE KEMPTER
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Editor’s Note

To make this amazing Issue, we had the help of some wonderful 
people. We would like to thank everyone that made this issue 
possible: Nusrat of Studio 5800, Keionna at Rumors, Wythken 
Printing, 1213 Hair Studio,Chris Sampson and many others.

Many people loved the flip cover and double editorial from our last 
issue, so we've decided to bring it back again. Make sure you check 
out our first male fashion editorial and Ink's first beauty editorial. 

Enjoy! 

-- Aaron Ni'jai, Senior Fashion Editor 
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EDITOR’S 
CHOICE
Cropped or Oversized
The nature of menswear is so ambiguous now-
adays. While some men decide to go with the 
slim and fit look, others like to mix up their 
options. Experimenting with proportions, 
men are wearing oversized tees and cropped 
top sweaters.  Celebrities like Kid Cudi and 
Kanye West are showing us that these looks 
are not just for women but men can adopt this 
trend as well. 
Get it : asos.com • topman.com • 
urbanoutfitters.com

Wide Brim Hat.
For most guys, its so hard to find a piece of 
clothing that will go with almost anything. 
This season I love the versatility of a well-
constructed, wide-brim hat. This structured 
topper can be paired with a vintage leather 
jacket, your oversized sweater or a nice graph-
ic t-shirt. The wide brim chapeaux can add 
an element of edge and a stylish finish to your 
overall look.
Get it : zara.com • urbanoutfitters.com •  
topman.com • asos.com

Just WATCH IT.
Rather than just an item to tell time, 
watches are now more of as statement piece 
or a finishing touch to most outfits.  From 
stainless-steel and leather, to an array of 
different fabrics, watches can be paired 
with any outfit. The great thing about this 
accessory is that it can be worn year-round. 
Get it :  aldoshoes.com • asos.com • 
nordstrom.com

Tie me down
“When you wear a bowtie, doors open for 
you..” (Dhani Jones). If you know me, you 
know that I’m in love with a nice bowtie. This 
trend originates from the 1900’s but it seems 
to always make its way back. Bowties have 
evolved from a formal celebratory adornment 
to an everyday accessory.  With a plethora of 
colors, patterns, and designs, the bowtie can 
be worn with a nice collared shirt, anytime of 
the year.  If you ever need to add a bit of color 
to an outfit or wardrobe, a bowtie can be a 
unique option that can help.
Get it : H&M.com • asos.com •  thetiebar.com • 
topman.com

AARON NI’JAI, SENIOR FASHION EDITOR
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Oversized sunglasses
Whether you can spend the pretty penny 

for Chanel or Prada frames or you’re in the 
less expensive market for shades by Warby 
Parker or Komono, oversized sunglasses are 
the perfect spring/summer accessory. They’re 
a simple way to protect your eyes from the 
sun, while making anything look fabulous.
Get it : shop.nordstrom.com • 
sunglasswarehouse.com • asos.com • 
forever21.com

Culottes
I am absolutely obsessed with the silhou-

ette of my new go-to pant. Easy, comfy, and 
cute--culottes are the perfect transitional 
piece for the warmer months. They are simple 
yet can be super versatile with different styl-
ing. Pair them with sandals and a tee during 
the day and throw on some heels and blazer 
and call it a night!
Get it : H&M.com • zara.com • needsupply.com

Birkenstocks
Birks have always been a favorite of mine 

and most recently we’ve seen them trending 
strong throughout the fashion-world. They 
originated in Germany and come from a fam-
ily who has been in the shoe-making industry 
for over two hundred years. These sandals are 
reliable, comfortable, and can be paired with 
almost any look.
Get it : urbanoutfitter.com • macys.com •  
shop.nordstrom.com • birkenstockusa.com

Novelty suit 
The appealing tan lines may not be the 

logic behind this, but we all need a swimsuit 
strictly for showing out. Although it isn’t the 
most practical, it’s perfect for pool parties 
and isolated vacation getaways. An interest-
ing cut-out is my personal favorite. 
Get it : shop.nordstrom.com • forever21.com • 
H&M.com 

EDITOR’S 
CHOICE
MIKAYLA BAUMGARTNER, JUNIOR FASHION EDITOR
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MISSING COLOURS

Imagine a young girl flipping through 
magazines and gazing over the images that 
she considers beautiful. Those alluring gar-
ments, gorgeous models, expensive accesso-
ries and fragrances; immersing her thoughts, 
shaping her mind and her idea of beauty. Now 
imagine her looking into her mirror, realizing 
that she does not resemble ANY of the wom-
en in those magazines. Her kinky, curly, dark 
brown hair isn’t blonde, flowing, and straight. 
Her curvy body is not slim and stick-like. Her 
full voluptuous lips aren’t thin. And most im-
portantly her brown skin is not white.

The fashion industry has long set the stan-
dard of beauty as well as promoted products 
and ideas that resonate with young girls and 
women across the globe. This multi-billion 
dollar industry made up of models, designers, 
writers, editors, and photographers have im-
pacted their readers’ and viewers’ self-image 
and self-esteem. The essayist Oscar Wilde, 
said “Life imitates Art far more than Art 
imitates Life.” When applied to the fashion 
world this statement highlights a very real yet 
often ignored issue. The fashion industry is 
substantially lacking in diversity; especially 
lacking Afro-Identified/Black people. 
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Of the models present at 2012’s New 
York Fashion Week, over 82 percent of them 
were white women. The fashion industry has 
consistently used White women in virtually 
all their designs and shows to display their 
clothing. Some of the most notable and trend 
setting models such as Twiggy, Janice Dickin-
son, Kate Moss, and others are white women. 
Not to discredit the hard work and accom-
plishments of these women, but with white 
women being so prevalent in the fashion in-
dustry and beauty standards being specific to 
their particular build, hair texture, and other 
physical appearances, one can’t help but won-
der how women of color feel about this issue, 
or more importantly themselves.

We have seen how damaging the lack of 
representation and/or negative representa-
tion can affect black children.This has been 
shown to be egregiously problematic by the 
results of the 1939 Clark Doll Experiment. 
The experiment presented a black and white 
doll to a group of black and white children 
and asked which doll they wanted to take 
home, the vast majority of the black children 
chose the white doll. This experiment was 
replicated in 1969, however slightly changed. 
Researched asked the children which doll 
was pretty and which was ugly, they all said 
that the black doll was ugly. Some would ar-
gue that given the time period in which these 
studies were conducted that people then had 
more racist or anti-black mentality. So in re-
sponse, The Clark Doll Experiment was con-
ducted again in 2007, and the results were no 
different than what was seen in the previous 
two tests. When did black come to mean 
ugly and bad? And when did white equate to 
beauty and good? When did something go so 
wrong that black children, girls specifically, 
did not see the beauty in themselves? When 
applying these questions to the fashion in-
dustry and the excessive use of white women, 
it isn’t difficult to understand why women of 
color have lower self-esteem in comparison.

The fashion industry, and the broader 
American society, has perpetually reinforced 
a very narrow ideal of what the proper body 
image is or should be. This is problematic be-
cause the majority of women around the world 
do not naturally fit this very particular ideal. 
Eurocentrism, a term coined in the 1980s, re-
fers to the practice, whether conscious or not, 
of placing emphasis on European concerns, 
culture and values at the expense of those of 
other cultures. In the context of the fashion 
industry, eurocentrism is the prevalence of 
“European” physical features such as white or 
pale skin, slim body, thin nose, straight hair 
usually blonde, light eyes and so on. White 
women typically, with few exceptions, fit this 
standard without making any drastic chang-
es to their appearance however, for women 
of color this standard is incredibly damag-
ing. Women of color have their appearances 
changed through make-up, Photoshop, and 
lighting to resemble white women. Evidence 
of this would be Vanity Fair’s “Power of Wom-
en” series, where actor Kerry Washington is 
depicted in black and white, while the other 

white women are not. Elle magazine did the 
same thing for a series where Mindy Kaling 
being the only woman of color in the set, is in 
black and white. There have even been prod-
ucts made to “help” women of color change 
their appearance to more European looks. 
Vanishing creams and chemical relaxers are 
especially prevalent in the African American 
community (to light skin and straighten hair) 
not just for models or people in the industry, 
but for the masses of women of color. 

In Japan there is a product called a nose 
thinner, it’s designed to make women’s noses 
smaller without the need for cosmetic sur-
gery. Despite the multitude of medical risks 

Top: Products such at babaria natural 
lightening cream will lighten skin tone for 
whiter features.
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that comes with using these products women 
of color are pressured to use them to alter 
their appearance, whether conscious of this 
pressure or not, which could subsequently 
lead to decreased self-respect.

This issue of people of color not having 
a substantial presence in the fashion indus-
try comes with bitter irony considering how 
various people differing cultures are popu-
larly used by those in the industry. Take for 
example Numéro Magazine ‘African Queen’ 
spread, where Ondria Hardin, a young, blue-
eyed, blond-haired white model is depicted 
with darkened skin, in an African influenced 
outfit. The use of blackface is not unusual by 
the fashion industry and no less deplorable in 
this instance, but the obvious question here 
is: Why didn’t Numéro just use a black or 
African model if they were doing an African 
themed spread? Why use a white model? This 
says, they value the culture more so than the 
people who belong to that culture. Another 
example would be the repeated use of Na-
tive American headdresses. It seems to be so 
misused in fashion shows and photoshoots 
that people seldom notice it, but when one 
wants to identify a Native American model 
or designer, no names come to mind. There 
seems to be an interest in non-white cultures 
but models of those cultures are almost never 
used to depict them. In the novel, Black Iden-
tity and Self-Esteem, the writers state that 
“self-concept is in large a part of the social 
product, determined by the attitudes and be-
havior towards the individual on this.”

Fortunately, there are some within the in-
dustry that at are acutely aware of the lack 
of women of color and have taken measures 
to rectify this issue. Legendary models Nao-
mi Campbell, Iman, and Bethann Hardison 
penned an open letter to designers to diver-
sify their catwalks. “No matter the intention, 
the result is racism. Not accepting another 
based on the color of their skin is clearly be-
yond aesthetic.” Newcomer model Jourdan 
Dunn also spoke out about the missing black 
face during London’s Fashion week shows 
saying that “London’s not a white city, so why 
should our catwalks be white?”

Fashion is universal and should be present-
ed as such. The fashion industry is a highly 
praised art form that transforms one outward 
appearance to the canvas of self-expression. 
Many of the most famous fashion brands such 
as Yves Saint Laurent, Calvin Klein, and Ver-
sace pride themselves on showcasing beauty 
but, they have notoriously shown only a par-
ticular kind of beauty. The fashion industry 
should showcase beauty in all its varying 
forms. So when young women of color open 
these magazines, I hope they see women that 
resemble themselves. I hope they see the day 
when fashion is truly representative of race 
and culture, beyond tokenism, stereotypes, 
and appropriation. I want young girls to see 
women of all different races, sizes, and body 
types being celebrated in the fashion world, 
and to know that they too, are beautiful.

BY KENDALL BAZEMORE
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SPRING & SUMMER

Until recently, there have been countless 
references to the 60’s whether in clothes, Sep-
tember issue covers and now in makeup given 
the unique under-eye eyeliner during Rochas’ 
show. Dots and dashes can grace the under 
eye as it’s all about being bold and graphic 
in subtle and simple ways. Powerful red lips 
stand out amidst the plain makeup seen at 
Carolina Herrera. Or how Fendi showed us 
the wonders of baby blue eye shadow as it 
gave a doe-eyed Twiggy-inspired look, thus 
epitomizing the 60’s. To achieve this look 
designers like Karl Lagerfeld of Chanel and 
Dior used satin strips over the eyes that take 
the place of the usual pastel blue eyeshadow. 

Contrary to the laissez faire 60’s hair, de-
signers took on a ‘no fuss’ do with gelled hair. 
Hair was gelled and combed back at Celine 
for a damp look at the root though the ends 
remain tousled. 

If it isn’t a sleek and gelled look, then it’s 
a middle part with messy, tousled hair similar 
to Valentino’s choice look this summer. The 
tousled and voluminous hair, is reminiscent 
of the then teenage heartthrob, Kelly Ka-
powski, of Saved by the Bell. This look was 
seen during Diane Von Furstenburg’s show, 
featuring swooping large waves that framed 
the face. 

Beauty is resonant of the attitudes and 
current events that shape beauty standards. 
Regardless if you have curly natural hair or 
bone straight hair, it’s all about returning 
back to the basics and highlighting natu-
ral features. Today this beauty standard has 
shifted to a more subtle look. A time before 
social media had any impact on our sense of 
beauty. Before caked up Instagram models 
and self-proclaimed “beauty gurus” came 
onto the beauty scene. Beauty is shifting to 
embrace natural beauty such as the dewy 
skin seen at Stella McCartney. Model’s hair 
had middle parts with sparse crimping that’s 
pulled back in a ponytail. The rosey eyes add 
a touch of glamour and sexiness to an other-
wise Plain Jane look.     

Normal has become the new normal, as 
flashy makeup is possibly on its way out. If 
it isn’t light, bright or highlighted, than it’s 
dark and sultry given the classic and return 
of the smokey eye thanks to Pat McGrath’s 
choice makeup for Roberto Cavalli. Thanks 
to “fashion’s cool kid” Alexander Wang, 
minimalism has taken a hold on the fashion 
industry. Wang’s futuristic aesthetic has car-
ried him from his own namesake to creative 
director of Balenciaga where he has contin-
ued, yet modified his aesthetic. Thus spark-

ing the minimalist wave that has taken over 
the fashion industry since late 2013. Wang has 
been at the forefront of the fashion industry 
countless times as he introduced a futuristic 
and minimalist aesthetic that fashion enthu-
siasts can get a piece of thanks to his collabo-
ration with H&M.  Although the industry is 
slowly departing from minimalist pieces and 
embraced a loudly printed and striped designs 
and pieces. Wang’s influence still lingers 
within beauty as we see bare faces with barely 
there eyebrows. 

There is a sort of regression in fashion 
where we sift through the past and do away 
with current trends and accept what has 
worked for us all along. For this, we reference 
2008-10, when the smokey eye was at its peak. 
We welcome the “prodigal trends”, or the 
beauty trends that we do away with because 
something better came along. Only to realize 
what we needed is what has worked all along.

BY MORIAH BRISCOE

BEAUTY TRENDS
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models JASMINE JOHNSON & ALEXANDRA CUNNINGHAM photographer AARON NI’JAI 

makeup artist SPARKLE GROSE hair stylist JEFF HARRIS retoucher ANGEL WHISENANT 
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It doesn’t take a five hundred dollar shop-
ping spree to re-invent your wardrobe; just 
ask Ms. Thrifty! Why not go to some thrift 
stores around town, shop at boutiques or 
raid your mothers’ closet to create some 
fresh new looks. Ms. Thrifty will show you 
that being thrifty isnt about being cheap but 
resourceful and creative. Ms. Thrifty is here 
to give you some inspiration and show you 
how to revamp your look this season. 

INTRO BY ANGIE JUDSON
PHOTOS BY REUBEN CHAPMAN 

MRS. THRIFTY

Red pant outfit
Vintage 80s collegiate crop: Mothers
Vintage red trousers: $30 (etsy, Pom Pom 
Vintage shop)
Vintage Adidas hat: $15 (round two)
Black Clutch : $14  (Esty)
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MRS. THRIFTY

Blazer & oxford outfit
Vintage Pendleton tartan blazer: $6 
(thrifted)
Vintage gold silk top: $5 (thrifted)
Paige denim skinny jeans: $8 (thrifted)
Vintage cream oxfords: $40  
(etsy, Pom Pom Vintage shop)
Ray-Ban Clubmaster II (not second hand)

Mom jean outfit
Vintage black top: $4 (thrifted)

Mom jeans: $5 (thrifted)
Gold Bracelet: $10 (Charlotte Russe) 
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Welcome to “In My Closet” with VCU 
fashionable students, Aba Mfrase-Ewur and 
Scott Csoke; where we shine light on their 
unique style, and also give you a peek of what 
in their closets.

ABA MFRASE-EWUR

INK : Explain the accessories’ or ar-
ticles of clothing that mean a lot to you. 
Why are they important? What’s the his-
tory?

Aba : This is a pretty tough question. I am 
not that attached to my clothing because ev-

erything is so temporary, you know? But if I 
had to answer I would say my Novella Royale 
bell bottoms and my wide brimmed H&M 
hat. I don’t wear them together very often but 
when I do I transform into this disco diva. It’s 
fabulous.

I:  What would you call your style?

A : I definitely wear whatever makes me 
most comfortable and I suppose that mostly 
translates into lots and lots and lots of mono-
chrome. I’m not really into super flashy unless 
it’s an entire look but I did recently purchase 
a fire engine red coat. So I should but it all 
depends on how I’m feeling. 

I: What do people say to you about 
your style? 

A: I was eating at Citizen the other after-
noon wearing the aforementioned red coat 
and a guy told me I looked very commanding. 
It made me feel awesome. 

I: What would you say to a student or 
anyone that wants to dress uniquely like 
yourself but that is afraid too? 

A: I would take them by the shoulders and 
stare into their eyes and say: just do it. Don’t 
worry about what other people think, you 
should dress for you. 

I: Which celebrity style do you like the 
most?

A: I adore Janelle Monáe. Her knowledge 
of who she is and where she comes from is 
what makes her so beautiful.

SCOTT CSOKE

INK: Explain the accessories’ or ar-
ticles of clothing that mean a lot to you.       
Why are they important? What’s the his-
tory?

Scott: Well the gold blazer was somewhat 
of a gift from my friend. I try not to wear it 
a lot, but I would wear it everyday if I could. 
The wallets are from one of my favorite de-
signers, Marc Jacobs, his designs are usually 
very simple and practical. The rings I bought 
a long time ago, I don’t wear them too often 
anymore, but I will still wear them once in a 
while. I think all of these things are all impor-
tant to me because they’re like milestones of 
me finding my personal style.

I: What would you call your style?

S: I don’t really know what I would call 
my style. I think it’s very simple but usually I 
like to incorporate something unexpected or 
something that doesn’t go with it. For exam-
ple I’ll wear really bright socks or something 
like that. But recently I’ve mostly just been 
wearing black.

I: What inspires you to create your 
personal style?

S: I take in a lot of inspiration from people 
around me. I’m very aware of what everyone is 
wearing and if I see something on someone I 
like then I’ll try to incorporate it in my own 
style. I think it’s good to be inspired by the 
people around you, it’s like they’re trying it 
out for you. It has taken me a long time to be 
comfortable wearing whatever I want to wear 
and I’m glad I’m starting to not care what oth-
er people think about what I’m wearing. But 
my style is always changing, and I get bored 
sometimes and have to change it up. But I like 
to think there’s a common thread that runs 

IN MY CLOSET
INTERVIEW BY JESSICA MORGAN

PHOTOS BY JENNIFER VAN STEENBURGH 
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through it. 

I: What would you say to a student or 
anyone that wants to dress uniquely like 
yourself but that is afraid too? 

S: You have to dress for yourself first. Like 
I said before, it’s taken me a while to actu-
ally believe that, but once you realize that you 
will feel so much better. If people look at you 
on the street, it’s because they’re interested. 
There are more than enough people that will 
like that you are taking risks with your style. 
You have to be happy with what you’re wear-

ing. If what people don’t like about you is 
what you’re wearing, then they do not matter 
anyway. 

I: Which celebrity style do you like the 
most? 

S: I like any celebrity that is taking risks. 
I don’t look at a lot of what male celebrities 
are wearing, because I honestly think it’s kind 
of boring, but I like seeing what female ce-
lebrities are wearing day to day; not just what 
they’re wearing to the Oscars. I think it’s 
more telling of their actual style.
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He wore a Sex Pistols referenced Vivi-
enne Westwood inspired T-shirt and seemed 
fragmented at first navigating through a busy 
day. Carrying in a large black bag we naturally 
asked what was inside. Eagerly, he said the 
objects were skulls used on a recent shoot he 
was photographing. As we interviewed Mal 
Torrance, New York City’s energy and quirki-
ness permeated the office. We were all about 

to relive amazing stories that were waiting to 
be brought back into lively art from the lower 
East side of New York City during the ‘90s. 

Mal Torrance was born a native of 
Glasgow, Scotland before landing on the New 
York scene in 1991. With a young creative per-
sonality, Torrance was trying to find his own 
voice. The ‘70s was an economically depressed 
time in the United Kingdom. The punk move-

A GLIMPSE OF THE 90’S
MAL TORRANCE

ment saturated the streets. “You could wear 
trash bags and you were considered punk”, 
Torrance said. At age ten, he was buying vinyl 
records with friends, and Torrance laughed 
excitedly when he recalled it. “We would go 
to junk stores, thrift stores, tear up clothes 
and sew them back together. It was all very 
Vivienne Westwood inspired,” said Tarance 
There was a sense of dirty grit, which became 
a blunt form of self-expression for embracing 
the imperfections of life.

Before landing glamorous and provocative 

jobs in fashion, Torrance ran a coffee shop 
and worked in music, specifically record dis-
tribution for years. “I landed music jobs that 
led to fashion work too,” Torrance said with 
a charming grin on his face. “I worked on 
shoots for Bjork, Missy Elliot, Steven Meisel 
and others.” He moved further into fashion 
when he started working with a significant 
close friend, Timothy Saccenti. “Timothy is 
the person I worked with most and had the 
most fun with as we collaborated on ideas. 
Nothing was too crazy for us.” Together they 
assisted set designers on photo-shoots, which 
eventually spun into big budget work for 
magazines like Vogue, Elle, and fashion cam-
paigns for legendary designers such as Calvin 
Klein and Givenchy. 

Torrance looked into the distance as if he 
were reliving memories. We asked, “What are 
some of your most meaningful and momen-
tous photo shoots?” He looked back towards 
us and passionately recalled memories with 
his quirky Scotland accent: “Oh they were 
brilliant; picture shoots on the beach with 
red silk couture dresses and seven different 
beautiful models working together! All the 
time we were shooting somewhere new with 
beautiful clothing, and beautiful people.” Fire 
lit in his eyes just as the silk danced with the 
wind in his memories. He went on talking 
about being on shoots with Mario Sorrenti 
and later with Craig McDean. While helping 
McDean, Torrance worked on the iconic Cal-
vin Klein ‘90s jean campaigns for a span of 12 
days. There he worked with models as prolific 
as the never subtle Kate Moss. He recalled “ 
[Kate] was so down to earth and so normal 
-- she didn’t think herself better than the as-

BY SAMI WEBSTER & SHAUN JACKSON
PHOTOS BY RAY SMITH

FASHION IS VERY 
COMPETITIVE AND 

QUITE BITCHY.
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sistant getting the tea…” Torrance watched as 
icons such as Moss, part of the legendary Big 
Six, respectively, led the fashion industry into 
what was becoming an acidic addiction of cap-
tivating beauty.

At this time, the New York City Techno 
scene was raging at clubs such as Disco 2000, 
The Building, The Roxy and Save the Ro-
bots. Torrance had received 
VIP passes from a friend 
while working on sets for 
Craig McDean and often 
met faces of fashion and art. 
Still a vivid memory, into the 
morning at the Supper Club, 
he was revelling in the V.I.P. 
section at a gig for the Brit-
ish band St.Etienne. Naomi 
Campbell was in front and 
Moss was also near. Camp-
bell was turned around with 
her long lean back in his 
focus. Torrance moved for-
ward letting her know the 
tag from her dress was visi-
ble. She looked over her slen-
der shoulder, with her brown 
eyes, and a flick of her hand 
and exclaimed, “I know dar-
ling, I know.” The fabulous 
and confident Naomi Camp-
bell brought name-brand 
garments into lively silhou-
ettes worn throughout New 
York’s illuminated streets.

Nightlife was free and 
wild. Underground clubs 
were where life pulsed. 
There were no camera 
phones and no easy portable 
video options. In Torrance’s experience, “ev-
eryone came together in a way not many do 
today. Celebrities, and people in general, were 
living every aspect of their life in an explicit 

manner.” Torrance revealed that in the mod-
eling industry, “girls worked hard and played 
hard, but there was a really dark side to it all.” 
People were on the edge all the time burning 
bright in flashing colors. Torrance thought for 
a moment, then revealed, “If you knew where 
to look, you could find anything, any kink and 
any weirdness. There was something really 

great about that but the quirks have closed a 
bit.” New York City’s underground nightlife 
was mysterious. Yet, everything was happen-
ing with open doors such as, drugs, sex, mu-
sic, fashion  and art. Today, most everything 
is hidden but smart phone pictures and media 
can take away the mystery and add a sense of 
judgment. No longer is there a gritty under-
ground beauty to the city as easily accessible 
cell phone cameras have become eyes that 
capture images in an instant. Torrance felt 
that this loss of mystery and comfort is a very 
prominent contrast between now and then.

Throughout the interview, Torrance un-
veiled an industry of flashing diamonds that 
penetrate hearts with toxic allure, hearts that 
crave a glamorous lifestyle. Fashion can be a 
difficult business to enter. Opportunities to 
work with the finest visionaries of design and 
style, now more than ever, are competitive and 
the industry is soaring with rivalry. Torrance 
earnestly encouraged to learn from every ex-
perience and always have a plan B. He went 
on to describe a model who had taken the op-
portunities that she was offered and learned 
valuable skills that were necessary for success-
ful photo-shoots. She later became a photog-
rapher. Torrance summed up the wisdom of 
his experience, “Fashion is very competitive 
and quite bitchy. Have a vision that is unique-

ly yours, even if you are subconsciously taking 
ideas and inspirations from other cultures. 
Don’t be concerned if someone tries to copy 
you. If you are good at what you do, you will 
always be the one that shines”. “Young dream-
ers must be boldly persistent while keeping a 
single-minded focus,” Torrance advised, “the 
second you stop having fun… stop”. His enthu-

siasm when working on photo-shoots never 
exhausted and his excitement never ebbed 
in the ever-changing aspects of location and 
theme.

The Lower East side in the ‘90s also cap-
tivated his attention with its intriguing di-
versity. People were trying to figure out who 
they were as aspiring artists. “Everyone was 
struggling and with that came something re-
ally beautiful… a great support system. We 
were after the same thing but in different 
directions”. Now Mal Torrance lives in Rich-
mond and he considers the city to be a grow-
ing shadow of what the Lower East side once 
represented. Bizarre lovable originality fills 
the streets with unconventional charm. Ray 
Smith a talented photographer, asked to take 
a picture of Torrance’s outfit around mid ‘80s, 
when sitting on a Aberdeen, Scotland bench. 
This picture then became a popular sold post-
er. Torrance’s street style even appeared once 
in London Stone magazine. Websites such 
as Lookbook.com highlight Richmond as a 
growing street style location. The Virginia 
Commonwealth University community, re-
minds him of the New York City East Village 
because there is “very little money but lots of 
ideas”! Eclectic vibes knot Torrance’s memo-
ries with the essence of Richmond’s blooming 
and effervescent artistry.
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MODEL ALEXANDER CRUZ
PHOTOG JOHN ELLIS
FASHION STYLIST KATIE BRANNOCK
HAIR JOSHUA EUGENE

Koto Pullover, Rumors
Bullhead Denim, Model’s Own
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URBAN MALE

Deter T-Shirt, Rumors
Bullhead Denim, Model’s Own
River Island Baseball Cap, RiverIsland.com
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URBAN MALE

American Apparel Tank, Rumors
Camo Print Bag, Rumors
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URBAN MALE

27SPRING/SUMMER 2015

Rank Shirt, Rumors
Jansport Backpack, Rumors
Bullheaad Jeans, Model’s Own
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URBAN MALE

28 SPRING/SUMMER 2015

Winlit Jacket, Rumors
Bullhead Denim, Model’s Own
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URBAN MALE
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Gitano Jacket, Rumors
Printed Button down Shirt, Rumors
Levis Denim, Rumors
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URBAN MALE

30 SPRING/SUMMER 2015

Mesh Tank, Forever21
Levis Jeans, Rumors
Cuban Link Necklace, Stylist’s Own
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URBAN MALE
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Wedgefield Plaid Shirt, Rumors
Ray-Ban Glasses, Lencrafters
Brushed Beanie, Urban Outfitters

INK Vol 7.2_Fashion_VS_p21-p41.indd   31 2/11/15   4:10 PM



32 SPRING/SUMMER 2015

URBAN MALE
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Gildan Sweatshirt, Rumors
AE Shorts, American Eagle
Bah Cap, Rumors
Socks, Rumors
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URBAN MALE

Bandana Print Shirt, Stylist’s Own
Wide brim Hat, Rumors
Levis Black Jeans, JcPenny
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VCU graduate Emilia Hernandez shows that dreams can come true. 
What dream is more difficult than that of working in the fashion indus-
try? Starting from a trailer park in Virginia, then studying fashion design 
at VCUarts, to now working for a bridal company, Helena Noelle Couture, 
Hernandez’s journey is fantasy for many aspiring fashion designers. What 
got her to where she is was her hard work and creativity. Her perfectly 
tailored and sophisticated cuts are juxtaposed with soft, feminine fabrics; 
while she shows meticulous attention to detail with intricate embroidery in 
her acclaimed nudes dress. These imaginative garments are getting a lot of 
notice in the art and design world. Her four-look collection received a “best 
in show” at the VMFA Flowers and Fine Arts exhibit. While her surrealist 
nudes embroidery dress received praise and awards from the International 
Textile and Apparel Association and former American Vogue editor-at-
large and fashion legend, Andre Leon Talley. 

EMIL IA 
HERNANDEZ

BY ANDREA PHILBIN
PHOTOS BY JENNIFER VANSTEENBURGH
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DESIGNER SPOTLIGHTINK: Is there an essential part of your 
design process? 

Emilia: Hernandez: A characteristic of 
my design process is that I worry about the 
personal authenticity of a design idea. I need 
to undress a concept to its most honest form 
in order to believe in what I am trying to ac-
complish. Often I get these grand ideas, all 
jumbled in my head, and I have to delve into 
all the little facets and try to pinpoint what 
memory or emotion or personal trait of mine 
gave birth to that idea. Once I can pinpoint 
that connection, I don’t let go of it because 
that’s the umbilical cord, thats what makes it 
yours. Only when I reach that point do I feel 
confident and am able to make sense of the 
decisions I need to make as I continue the de-
sign process.

I: Who is your ideal muse and what 
type of woman do you see wearing your 
clothes?

E: My ultimate muse is the woman I want 
to be. I’ve only been designing for a little over 
three years, most of which were about learn-
ing technique, so I still have so much to learn 
about her.  She is a haze in my mind, but there 
have been a few windows where I have caught 
a glimpse of her.  She has been shaped by poets, 
baritones, and dancers.  What I love about her 
most is that she is an elegant balance of reason 
and emotion.  This is also the type of woman 
I see wearing what I design, someone intrigu-
ing and self-assured, someone who knows she 

MONTSERRAT
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DESIGNER SPOTLIGHTis valuable and wants her wardrobe to reflect 
that.  Because, what you wear says a lot about 
what you think of yourself.

I: What inspired you to become a de-
signer?

E: It started with an appreciation and love 
of the beautiful hand-work that I saw on my 
many visits to Mexico throughout my child-
hood, specifically the town of Calvillo where 
my mother’s family lives.  My aunts embroi-
dered realistic flower still-lifes, made paper 
and beaded jewelry, painted, played guitar 
and sung along with their brothers.  It was a 
beautiful world that sadly did not exist across 
the border, in Virginia, for a kid growing up 
in a trailer park.  My passion became draw-
ing, it connected me to that other world, and I 
found I was always most focused while I made 
up the clothes that went along with the drawn 
figure.  I did not know then that what I was 
doing was fashion design, but I realized it in 
high school and decided it would be my career 
path.

I: What’s your earliest memory with 
fashion?

E: My earliest memory with fashion is the 
day my mother told me that I had to dress my-
self.  I was four years old.  I was in distress. 
I was impatient.  I complained that I didn’t 
know how.  My mother then mentioned that 
my sister is only three and can put on her own 
pants.  My little sister, so helpful, begins to 

ROSARIO
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demonstrate how to put on a pair of black flo-
ral tights.  One leg in, then the other.

I: Have you ever doubted pursuing a 
career in this industry?

E: Yes, many times, but those moments 
of doubt don’t last long. The first time was 
when I was deciding on a career path.  It was 
between linguistics and fashion design.  My 
little sister, so helpful again, asks me to imag-
ine what life would be like in both scenarios. 
She then asked, which would make you hap-
pier? I knew it was fashion design. Thank you 
Daniela! 

I: In terms of design, who would you 
hope to be compared to? 

E: The past two years my obsession has 
been Delpozo. I would love to grow as a fash-
ion designer to produce work worthy of a 
brand like this. I want a woman to wear one 
of my designs, look in the mirror, and fall in 
love with herself.  

I: How difficult was it to execute your 
ideas into tangible garments and did you 
have to adapt any once you started mak-
ing them?

E: It was a slow process. The embellished 
nudes dress was a little less stressful that(than) 
the four-look collection because construct-
ing the garment was simple and the rest was 

MARIA
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DESIGNER SPOTLIGHT
embroidery, which I enjoy working on. The 
collection was a constant alteration. I would 
fit the clothes on the models, make changes 
were needed, redraft the patterns, sew up new 
samples, and repeat. The blue organza french-
seamed shirt dress took almost a month to 
make, so because of time constraints, I had 
to reduce the amount of embroidery on some 
of the other pieces in the collections. In the 
end however, I am pleased with my pieces, and 
can’t wait to start on a new project.

I: What helped you grow as an artist?

E: Being in the School of the Arts at VCU 
has helped me grow as an artist and designer. 
It was an environment where I was able to 
see other artists’ work and hear them talk 
about it. I was inspired by people passionate 
about what they were doing and people who 
believed in themselves. The interactions that 
I’ve had with fellow students and professors 
have caused me to reflect on my own creative 
being. I have become more confident in my 
work and in myself overall because of it.

I: What type of impact has being a 
fashion design student at VCU had on 
your career?

E: My experience as a fashion design stu-
dent at VCU has made me a well-rounded de-
signer. I started taking fashion design courses 
sophomore year, not even knowing how to use 
a sewing machine. I learned to take my time 

NUDESCAPE
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DESIGNER SPOTLIGHT

and pay attention to detail when constructing 
garments. I learned to better illustrate my de-
signs.  I learned about each fabric and its dis-
tinct characteristics. The fashion department 
has provided the opportunity for some of my 
student work to be awarded by Cotton, Inc, 
the International Textile and Apparel Asso-
ciation, and the Fine Arts & Flowers VMFA 
committee. I had the honor of being awarded 
Critics Choice by guest critic Andre Leon 
Talley for the embellished nudes dress I made 
during a summer course taught by Michael-
Birch Pierce. All of this has been really helpful 
in developing my portfolio and in preparing 
me for the next steps in my career. I am cur-
rently working for Helene Noelle Couture, a 
bespoke bridal accessories design company. I 
love working with my hands and helping pro-
duce the beautiful custom belts, sashes, head-
pieces and bracelets. 

I: Where do you see your design aes-
thetic in the future?

E: I want to keep alive the romance in my 
aesthetic, the loving contact between hands 
and materials. Textile treatments and illustra-
tive embroideries and embellishments would 
be the signature of my aesthetic in the future. 
I want to design practical garments that can 
carry that ornamentation for everyday wear 
and special occasion, as a hybrid.  What am 
I aspiring for leans itself to demi-couture 
fashion.

EVIT
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Not only did Taylor Swift chart the tops with her new 
album 1989, but she is also topping the charts with 
her new found street style. Taylor has definitely 
been fashion experimenting and has become the 
new face of feminine fashion. In her December/
January 2015 issue for Lucky Magazine interview 
she said, “I always want to maintain sort of a dig-
nity to an outfit and make it more about a look 
rather than something that clearly was worn 
just to get attention.” With her new experimen-
tal style Taylor has become the Queen Bee of 
matching sets. From sporting matching sets of 
metallic, to floral, to graphic prints, Taylor Swift 
has us shaking off of our old wardrobe and ex-
perimenting a new look! 

Her Go-To’s: Top Shop Ankle Boots and a 
Structured Bag

Advice: Although a lot of matching sets are 
sported in warmer seasons. You can sport this 
look in the winter too with a matching set pants 
suit and your favorite winter trench!

Get THIS Look
JENNIFER BURTCHETTE
FASHION EDITOR AT LARGE

Blake Lively is known as one of the few starlets in Hol-
lywood who doesn’t have a stylist and dresses herself. 

Just like the character she plays in her upcoming spring 
movie, Age of Adeline, Blake’s personal style is simply 
timeless and age defying. She is definitely one of 
the few celebs that make pregnancy look like a 
walk in the park! Impressively without a styl-
ist this actress has her pulse right on the latest 
trend; winter pastels. Think wearing pastels in 
the spring is too cliché? Well now is your time 

to get a head start. Pair your pastels with your 
neutrals this season and you’re sure to make a 
real statement!

Her Go-To’s: Chanel purse and Burberry 
Trench Coat

Advice: Don’t be afraid to layer pastels. A blue 
pastel colored trench paired with a pink maxi 
skirt is a chic combo for the season!

Love, 
Jennifer Burchette

PASTEL IT OUT

MEET YOUR MATCH
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For more trend reports on the latest trends, 
beauty tips and other fashion news, make sure 
to keep up with us at inkmagazinevcu.com

if you want to be apart of the ink fashion team 
or featured in our section, contact us via email 
at inkfashionrva@gmail.com
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