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The weakest parts of the book are those contrib uted by the
editors . Their general i nt roduction and the i ntroductions to each part
a re extraordinarily abstract and obscure. Deeply steeped i n post mod
ern ist vocabulary, they are all but i ncomp rehensible. Additionally, the
two articles they contribute are among the weakest i n the collection. Apart
fro m being "conceptually. . . p rovocative," there seems little rationale for
combining these twelve articles together i n a single volu me, j ust as there
appears to be little commonality among the articles in each of the fou r
parts. There is also a weakness in the overall conceptual ization o f the
work. The lead article, by Robert Miles and Rudy Torres, goes to great
lengths to abj u re the concept of race as an analytical construct in the social
sciences, yet the book's subtitle enshri nes "Race" as one of its key te rms .
M ost of the articles examine some aspect of ide ntity: national ,
eth nic, gender, religious, regional, cultu ral, local, and/o r various combi
n ations of them. On these points many of the articles reveal insights or
d evelop conceptualizations that are striki ngly acute . Chapter 3 and the
last two parts of the book are particularly strong in this respect.
Despite its substantial weaknesses , the book is an i m portant
one. It should be read by Ethnic Studies scholars , especially i n the U . S .
It b roadens one's exposu re to important scholarship taki ng place out
side the U . S . (most of the articles have s ubstantial bibl iog raph ies) . It is
a fusil lade against the paroch ialism of U . S . scholarship. The articles
abo u n d with b rill iant insights , fresh perspectives and neglected subjects
of investigation.
Re-Situating Identities is an astounding revelation of the i l l u m i 
nation that d ifferent vantage pOi nts can bring t o the p rofound co mplexi
ties of the h u man condition.
David Covi n
Cal ifornia State University, Sacramento

Arjun Appadurai. Modernity at Large: Cultural Dimensions of Glo
balization. (Minneapoli s : U niversity of Minneapolis, 1 996). 229
pp., $ 1 8.95 paper.

Modernity at Large is a collection of essays (most of which are
rep ri nted from other sou rces, e . g . , Public Culture) that link the themes of
modernity and globalization to contemporary everyday social p ractice,
and to g roup individual identity construction and expression. Appadu rai
takes up the conditions of modern ity which for him include science as a
dominant ideology, obsession with technological development, colonial
social relations, and the p rimacy of national communities. Weavi ng these
conditions with issues of g lobalization, which he defines as instanta
neous wo rldwide telecommun ications (phone, fax, and i nternet) , in-
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c reased i nte rnational or transnational migration , the expanding scope
and i mpact of mass media, and the surge in global tou rism, Appadu rai
deb u n ks the popular lamentation that g lobal ization inevitably leads to
cultural homogeneity. He arg ues that cultural hegemony certainly p re
dates g lobal ism and has never ach ieved homogenous social order, but
rather is cons istently met with resistance strateg ies that result in the
(re)production of local identity or reconstituted g roup affiliation. Specifi
cally, he cites that I ndia has not become British, but has amalgamated
aspects of British cu ltu re, elements of microcultural religious g roups,
and the particular experience of British colonial subjugation to form an
identity that transcends the individual components to become a national
I nd ian identity. In this way, Appadu rai demonstrates that g lobal ization
does not necessarily lead to the erasure of cultu ral/social difference, but
like other cultural contacts , inspires and i ncites new and resistant strains
of g roup affi liation which u ltimately cannot be predicted , nor controlled
by the ruling hegemonic forces.
The essays develop a theoretical position/basis for considering,
analyzing, and u nderstanding culture, cultural production, cultural con
su mption, and identity in post-colonial , post-national , global context.
Appadurai aptly maneuvers past colonial and national discourse to in
terrogate how self defi nition , cu ltu ral affiliation, and notions of commu
n ity (commun itas) are (re)created and (re)presented in the presence of
an increased variety of cultu ral icons/symbols, methods of semiotic sig
n ification, and modes of resistance i n ordinary social p ractice.
While Appadu rai's ambitious project is for the most part suc
cessfu l , he may dwell too long on the individual case of post-colonial
I ndia at the expense of considering how colonialism itself was multi
faceted in its development, impact, and legacy. Furthermore, he does
not theorize the emergence of g lobalization in geographies not associ
ated with colonialism i n its purest forms, e . g . , Sweden, Denmark, I re
land, Guatemala, Finland , etc. Although Appadu rai readi ly admits the
B ritish colonial project, as exemplified by the case of I nd ia, is a unique
socio-economic pol itical manifestation with equally particular resistance
strategies, he does not, for depth of arg u mentatio n , seriously draw upon
other instances of socio-pol itical ethnic contestations; nor does he delve
into the facets of g lobalization in I ndia beyond the colonial experience
and legacy, and the influence of mass media on post-colonial I ndian
nationals. Appadu rai's eloquent post-national discussion seems incon
g ruous with h is specific unit of analysis, I ndia, the social , political , and
geog raphically bound nation . This use of macro/national ethnicity as a
means of self identity and cultural affiliation naturalizes the nation as
g roup while collapsing large social and rel igious divides, e.g. , Hindu and
Sikh, and appears to contradict his argument against the nation as an
appropriate cu ltu ral category.
Also curious is the omission of discussion on globalization. It is
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l i kely that globalization is not monolithic in its diffusion, social sign ifica
tion , and political salience (e.g . , compare Norway and B u rundi). While
tec hnology develops rapidly, old tech nologies remain al ive and wel l i n
locales where they are considered prog ressive and some stages i n tech
nolog ical developments appear simultaneously i n some places despite
separation by decades in their advancement and use in more affl uent
e nvi ronments (e. g . , telephone and internet) .
Appadu rai contributes to the study of eth nicity and ethnic iden
tity by b roadening the theoretical possibilities for u nderstandi n g eth nic
affil iation and empoweri ng individuals and groups to (re)claim thei r unique
cultural identity. Evoking Benedict Anderson's ( 1 983 The Imagined Com
munity. London : Verso) notion of imagi ned com munities , Appad u rai in
trod uces the concept of ethnoscapes, which he defines as "landscapes
of g ro u p i d e ntity" t h at in t h e twe ntieth centu ry a re i n c reas i n g l y
nonlocalized due to new transnational migration patterns and collective
reconstructions of eth n ic histories and projects (p. 48) . Ethnoscapes
provide a means to bypass the tired debates on cultu ral and eth n ic au
thenticity and allow fo r the val idation of various, and someti mes com
petin g , forms of cultural affiliation and rep resentation . Together with the
real ization that locality is itself not natural , but rather is (re) p rod uced
self-consciously as part and parcel of the identity formation p rocess ,
Appadu rai legitimates the many ethnic experiences manifested in the
g lobal environ ment. He is able to discuss the methods of g roup and self
defin ition and how globalization does not erase local ity, but p rovides
g lobal citizens with an expansive sets of tools (i mages, p ractices , bel ief
struct u res, narratives) to appropriate and meld i nto something m u ltipli
catively d ifferent f rom the sum of the parts . Using Michel de Certeau
( 1 984 The Practice of Everyday Life. Be rkeley: U of California P ress) ,
Appad u rai brings his arg ument full circle to show how the eth noscapes
become embodied i n the mu ndane p ractices of global citizens.
Hope J . Schau
U niversity of Cal ifo rn ia, I rvine

Mary B. Davis , ed . Native America in the Twentieth Century: A n
Encyclopedia. (New York: Garland Publishing, Inc., 1 994) xxxvi i ,
787 pp., $95.00.

This extensive tome, packed with up-to-date information on con
temporary Native Americans, is a veritable mother lode for students ,
teachers , and researchers in American I ndian Studies. Scholars in gen
eral ethnic studies will find the data usefu l for comparative work with
other ethnic groups. This single-volume encyclopedia should be snapped
up by all public and tribal libraries as well as schools and u n iversities
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