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There is a detai led subject index, a very good cross-topical index, a l ist 
of contributors ind icating their professional and/or tribal affi l iations, twenty­
six maps , abundant charts and f igures, and some photographs. I have 
had occasion to look up research items several t imes du ring the six 
weeks si nce my review copy arrived. In each instance, I found the infor­
mation I was seeking ,  thought the essays were t ightly-written but i l l umi ­
nating ,  and appreciated the good cross-referencing system.  I n  perus­
ing various topics pertain ing to my teaching interests , I found a lmost 
un iformly excel lent summaries and appropriate suggestions for further 
read ing .  

The price for  th is  book, as with most weighty encyclopedias, i s  
hefty but  the rewards with in its attractive cover are worth the money. 
Those with t ight budgets might want to seek out the d iscount price at 
their  next ethn ic stud ies conference ! 

David M .  G radwoh l  

Iowa State U n iversity 

Eugene Eoyang. Coat of Many Colors: Reflections on Diversity by 
A Minority of One. (Boston : Beacon Press, 1 995). 1 88 pp. , $1 6.00 
paper. 

Eoyang's volume is a col lection of personal essays that cal l  for a 
more d iverse conception of American culture and society. Whi le the 
latter, of course , is a fami l iar if not un iversal ly-accepted theme, th is actu­
a l ly is an unconventional and h igh ly effective book because of the range 
of issues it covers and the author's basic writ ing strategy. 

Over the cou rse of ten chapters ,  Eoyang presents careful ly-crafted 
d iscussions on who or what is seen as important in America; the teach­
ing of "other" (not "foreign")  languages ; cultural inf luences on the accu­
mulation of knowledge; biases regard ing l iterate and nonl iterate peoples; 
d iffer ing cultural perceptions of t ime, identity, and p lace; the importance 
of a l i beral education; the unsuitabi l ity of racial categories; the d ifferen­
t ia l  t reatment of immigrants ; the rhetoric of racism; and the diverse 
essense of being American. These d iscussions are en l ivened by anec­
dotes from the author's own experience and by numerous insightfu l  ob­
servations on the pitfa l ls of Western analytic th inking ,  cultural i nfl uences 
on even fami lar reference pOints , and the downside of l iteracy. Some­
times the d iscussions are aided by structural devices, such as an ex­
amination of the mean ings of the word "we" to describe the inclusion 
a n d  exc l u s i o n  of va r i o u s  e l e m e nts  in A m e ri can  c u l t u re ,  t h e  
conceptual ization of immigrants as audible and inaudible a s  wel l  as vis­
ible and invis ib le to point out d ifferences in  their t reatment, and the use 

230 



Book Reviews 

by analogy of the b ib l ical story of Joseph and h is  coat of many colors to 
analyze America's mu lticu ltural past. 

Most readers are l ikely to assess the merits and shortcomings of th is 
book i n  terms of the content of Eoyang's ideas. This is  f ine ,  but it does 
miss an important point. In presenti ng h is work, the author is fol lowing a 
strategy fami l iar  to trad it ional Chinese scholars of try ing out ideas i n  
hopes of el icit i ng  thoughtfu l  responses , whether confi rmatory or  in  d is­
ag reement. He is not stat ing n icely prepackaged thoughts fo r pass ive 
consumption but rather tryi ng to actively engage the reader. Eoyang's 
writ ing succeeds i n  doing th is ,  i n  part because it is dynamic,  varied, and,  
to borrow h is  words from another context ,  " it has the feel  of good con­
versation . "  H is writi ng a lso succeeds because it poses tough questions 
and comes across as honest , straightforward , and not doctrina ire .  

Eoyang's strategy is not without a downside. Many of h is ideas are 
imp l icit ly related,  but they are not p resented as a coherent body. I n  
addit ion ,  h i s  strategy certain ly i ncreases the chances that even sympa­
thetic readers wil l d isag ree with some ideas and that they wi l l  f ind parts 
of the book more mean ingfu l  than others.  

Eoyang's bas ic writ ing strategy is related to a perspective that under­
l ies many of h is ideas. This perspective is the need to reexamine th ings 
from more than one point of view and to understand the benefits of such 
a process. It is an often-touted but deceptively d iff icu lt and eas i ly- ig­
nored perspective that has particu lar re levance fo r the American ethn ic 
experience. 

Russe l l  Endo 
U n iversity of Colorado 

Fred L. Gardaphe. Italian Signs, American Streets: The Evolution 
of Italian American Narrative. (Durham and London, Duke Univer­
sity Press, 1 996). 241 pp. ,  $1 6.95 paper. 

This ind ispensable interpretat ion of Ita l ian American narrative 
l iteratu re can fru itfu l ly be used in many ethn ic and cu ltura l  programs. It 
is a study d isti ngu ished by fami l iarity with vernacular Ita l ian American 
cu ltu re ,  as wel l  as consciousness of the losses as wel l  as gains i n  edu­
cat ion in the dominant WASP culture.  Trying to reconci le the d ifference 
between what Anton io G ramsci cal led the organ ic intel lectual and the 
ass im i lated i nte l lectual ,  Gardaphe has adopted "a culture-specif ic c rit i­
c ism that is sensit ive to both Ital ian and American cu ltu res." 

The author "g rew up i n  a l itt le Italy i n  which not even the conta­
g iously sick were left alone . . . .  The on ly books that entered my home 
were those we smuggled i n  f rom publ ic institutions."  Nevertheless he 
became a book reader. At the end of a col lege and g raduate school 
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