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The Institute of Contemporary Art, located in Richmond, was designed by architect Stephen Holl. Several others worked on
this project and | was fortunate enough to talk to Michael Lease, Director of Facilities and Experience Design at the ICA, who had
a great deal of information on the project. His plans on the elevator reflect that Stephen Holl was the main architect on the project,
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but that the perforation pattern was to be provided by “SHA.”
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The entire intention of the ICA is to create a space that surprises and excites its visitors. Encompassing the “creative spirit of
the city” is a design intention mentioned by Joe Siepel, interim director of the ICA (Institute for Contemporary Art). The elevator

itself may exist primarily for function, but the interaction one has in this space because of its decoration is unlike anything I've
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Geometry Study

demonstrates primary line directions of pattern
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Line Study

locates each direction of line within pattern; color
code provided
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Due to the ICA's geometric, eccentric, and unique character, it's only appropriate that every feature of the building carries at
least a little of this idea. The pattern plays with light, shape, and size, as do most features of the museum. Founding Director Lisa
Frieman considers light one of the main characters of the building and explains how there is a play between the geometric and
the organic when considering shape (Institute for Contemporary Art). The pattern of the ICA's elevator embodies this intention
wholeheartedly, creating a space that can envelop its passenger in a world of light and line. Joe Siepel mentions that the elevator
is one example of the detail employed by Stephen Holl when designing a building, which is apparent in the approximate 300+
cut-outs per panel in the elevator (Institute for Contemporary Art). Considering the way that visitors can experience art is essential
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Detail Shots Of Cut-Outs to the design, but just as critical is the way that they will be transported amongst it. Articles have highlighted the way that its size, ,7 ~ =
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The unique approach to the elevator with laser-cut aluminum allows one to consider how this
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Elevator Plans

Corner of Elevator ¢ Multiple Panels Shown
Steven Holl Architecture ® Provided by Michael Lease
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