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col leg iate ath letic exploitation and gay/lesbian marg inal ization al l  the 
more s ign ificant to an African American experience? 

Reestabl ish ing his critical lens with Roc, Gray observes the cast­
i ng  of macho-man Richard Roundtree from 1 970's Shaft as a gay man 
in  an i nte rracial re lationship,  thus providing astute insight about media's 
construction and deconstruction of b lack heterosexuality. But most TV 
watchers a l ready knew this actor had chal lenged his so-cal led macho 
image in  an earl ier Roots episode begging an angry slave-master (George 
Hami lton) not to whip h im.  Obviously aware of this, G ray does not men­
t ion it , pe rhaps because juxtapos ing such imagery of (black) mascu l in ­
ity, o r  the d imin ishment of  it, might support conventional notions of  mas­
cu l i n ity vis-a-vis an image of homosexual ity. 

G ray ski l l fu l ly demonstrates his repartee at word-smith ing ,  which 
at times is a b it overbearing .  For instance, he overuses the word "d is­
cu rsive . "  Sti l l ,  the ebb and flow of his impressive narrative have an 
analytical and conceptual complexity reflect ing intimate knowledge of 
the material and the ski l l  to del iver it . 

Clarence Spigner 
Un iversity of Washington 

MaryCarol Hopkins. Braving a New World: Cambodian (Khmer) 
Refugees in an American City. (Westport: Bergin & Garvey, 1 996). 
1 92 pp., $55.00 cloth. 

Cambodians, official ly classified as Asian Americans, are a part 
of th is large g roup which contributes to the country's fastest g rowing 
m inority popu lation .  The Cambodians in Middle City, the pseudonym of 
a M idwestern city, however, l ive in a world un l ike any resembl ing those 
i n  middle Asian America. They are victims of poverty, of dangerous 
u rban housing and of social isolat ion. The majority are of poor health ,  
i l l iterate i n  Eng l ish ,  and too o ld or too d istracted to learn. Hopkins' study 
of this commun ity is classic ethnography, describ ing in vivid detai ls the 
ordinary fami ly and Buddhist ceremonial l ife of the Cambodians as they 
adapt to an American city. She interprets for the reader her int imate 
knowledge of a people and its community, covering topics on how Cam­
bodians meet the i r  basic needs in an al ien envi ronment, their patterns of 
k inship and social organization ,  their traditional val ues in a new sett ing,  
and the individuals and the i r  institutions as agents of culture change. 
There is a chapter on Cambodian chi ldren in American schools and one 
on maintain ing trad itional culture and the barriers to change.  Her as­
sessment of the community stems from a systematic comparison with 
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l ife in Vil lage Svay, a community in Cambodia stud ied by May Ebihara in  
the early seventies, and with typical "American" ways of  do ing th ings.  
Some of Hopkins' anth ropological comparison resemble a tedious check­
l ist un less one is interested in Cambodian's Eskimo kinship pattern and 
its varying uxori local (matri local) ,  vi ri local (patri local) , amitalocal ( resides 
with bride's mother's sister) res idence patte rn ,  for instance. 

A major contribution of the book in Hopkins' analysis of the Cam­
bodians' continued misery and isolation after fifteen years in  M iddle City. 
She identifies the fol lowing related factors as barriers to their successfu l  
adjustment: the effects of Pol  Pot's slave camps and the trau ma of war, 
misguided Federal pol icy on refugees, aid agencies' fai l u re to compre­
hend the enormity of the problems, and sponsors and churches who 
withdrew help because most bel ieved in  a refugee's immediate 'self re­
l iance . '  Hopkins contends that differences in cu ltu ral orientation between 
Cambodians and Americans make it diff icult for the typical Cambod ian 
to be economically active , social ly mobile and el ig ib le to receive a fai r 
share of resou rces . A problem in adopting a cultural perspective is that 
it can too easi ly perpetuate the myth that to be a Cambodian one must 
be poor and disadvantaged and is therefore intrinsical ly d ifferent from 
being a non-Cambod ian . As individual Cambodians who have moved 
away from Middle City clearly i l lustrate, even where hopelessness and 
misery are deeply entrenched, there is some scope for Cambod ians to 
advance ind ividual ly and col lectively with in the opportun ity structure of 
society, perhaps becoming "As ian Americans" in the process.  B ut 
Hopkins' main job here,  after a l l ,  is to conduct an anth ropological study 
of a g roup of refugees struggl ing in a new world ,  and there aren't many 
anth ropologists or  writers who can do it better than this .  

ChorSwang Ng in  
Cal ifornia State Un iversity, Los Ange les 

Paul Kivel .  Uprooting Racism: How White People Can Work For 
Racial Justice. (Phi ladelphia:  New Society Publ ishers,  1 996). 243 
pp. ,  $1 6.95 paper. 

Uprooting Racism, by Paul Kive l ,  is a deceptively s imple book which 
covers a lot of g round.  Kivel defines racism, places it in  context, speci­
f ies i ts effect on certain g roups, and shows how to f ight i t .  

He begins with ,  "This is a book about racism for wh ite people" and 
goes on to explain what it means to be white in  a society which i nstitu­
t ional izes oppression and social injustice based on a defin it ion of "wh ite­
ness . "  P rivi lege, benefits , seeing whiteness as normative, and tactics 
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