
MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF VISITORS OF 

VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY 

HELD OM JANUARY 9, 1969 

A r e g u l a r  meeting of t h e  Board of V i s i t o r s  of V i r g i n i a  

Commonwealth Univers i ty  was held  on t h e  9 t h  day of January, 1969 

a t  10:OO o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  forenoon i n  t h e  Board Room of  Sanger H a l l ,  

Heal th  Sciences Divis ion of  the  Univers i ty  i n  t h e  Ci ty  of  Richmond, 

Virg in ia ,  pursuant t o  due no t i ce .  

Present  were a l l  of t h e  members of t h e  Board of 

V i s i t o r s  except Mrs. Charles G. Thalhimer. 

Present  by i n v i t a t i o n  were M r .  Wygal, Executive Adminis- 

t r a t o r ,  Messrs. Brooke, Holmes, Whitesel l ,  Burgart ,  Fleshood, Thomas, 

Renneisen and Coppedge from t h e  General Academic Division, and Messrs. 

Heil ,  Crooks and Nelson from t h e  Health Sciences Division. Present  a l s o  

were Mrs. Hodges, Secre tary  t o  t h e  Executive Direc tor .  

M r .  Dabney served as Chairman of  t h e  meeting and M r .  

Brent as Secre tary  thereof .  

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously ca r r i ed ,  

t h e  minutes of t h e  r e g u l a r  meeting of t h e  Board he ld  on November 

21, 1968 were approved i n  t h e  form d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a l l  of  t h e  

members of t h e  Board. 

Dean Whi tese l l  thereupon presented a r e p o r t  dated 

January 9, 1969 w i t h  r e spec t  t o  t h e  School of A r t s  and Sciences 

updat ing h i s  previous r e p o r t  of  May 14, 1968 which w a s  genera l ly  

discussed,  wi th  D r .  Whi tese l l  being complimented on t h e  progress  

being made. Thereupon, Dean Burgart  of  t h e  School of A r t  presented 



his repor t  dated January 9, 1969 which was l ikewise  w e l l  received 

by t h e  Board, 

Turning t o  t h e  Agenda, M r .  Coleman McGehee, Chairman of 

t h e  Property Committee, w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of D r .  Arnold 

Fleshood, Dean of  t h e  School of Education and Messrs. McElroy 

and P a r r i s ,  Arch i t ec t s ,  then displayed and explained t h e  plans f o r  

t h e  proposed School of Education Building t o  be b u i l t  on t h e  

General  Academic campus. The Property Committee recommended t h a t  

t h e  Board of V i s i t o r s  approve t h e  proposed plans s u b j e c t  to t h e  

approval of t h e  S t a t e  A r t  Commission which recommendation, on motion 

duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  w a s  approved. 

The Chairman then c a l l e d  on D r ,  Thomas, Chairman of t h e  

Psychology Department, who presented and reviewed a d e t a i l e d  

memorandum wi th  r e spec t  t o  a proposed program lead ing  t o  t h e  

awarding of a Ph.D, Degree i n  General Psychology, Various ques t ions  

which were propounded i n  connection therewith were answered a f t e r  

which, on motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  t h e  

proposed program w a s  approved w i t h  t h e  Administration being 

author ized  t o  forward t h e  proposed program t o  t h e  S t a t e  Council 

on Higher Education f o r  cons idera t ion .  

The Executive Administrator thereupon presented a 

repor t  w i t h  respect  t o  t h e  V i r g i n i a  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  S c i e n t i f i c  

Research, observing that such a c t i o n  as was requi red  i n  connection 

w i t h  h i s  r epor t  had been recen t ly  taken by t h e  Executive Committee. 

He continued and explained t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  long range s tudy,  no 

a c t i o n  being requi red  i n  t h i s  connection. 



I n  concluding h i s  r epor t ,  M r .  Wygal then s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

Provost of t h e  General Academic Divis ion and t h e  Health Sciences 

Divis ion joined wi th  him i n  suggest ing that separa te  commencement 

exe rc i ses  be held by t h e  two Divis ions of t h e  Universi ty  i n  1969 and 

1970 pr imar i ly  due t o  t h e  l ack  of f a c i l i t i e s  t o  accommodate both 

ceremonies a t  t h e  same time, Hopefully, he said, i n  1971 t h e  new 

Richmond Coliseum would be a v a i l a b l e .  He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

Executive Committee recommended t h a t  t h e  suggestion be approved 

by t h e  Board of V i s i t o r s  and a f t e r  a d iscuss ion  thereof ,  on motion 

duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  s e p a r a t e  commencement 

exe rc i ses  f o r  t h e  yea r s  1969 and 1970 were approved. 

Colonel Hei l  then repor ted  on behalf of the  Health 

Sciences Division and s t a t e d  t h a t  var ious  f a c u l t y  ma t t e r s  as we l l  

as g i f t s  and g r a n t s  f o r  November had been considered and approved 

by t h e  Executive Committee and t h a t  information i n  connection the re -  

w i t h  had been d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  a l l  of t h e  V i s i t o r s .  

Colonel Hei l  then presented D r .  Kinloch Nelson, Dean of 

the  School of Medicine, who presented a r e p o r t  wi th  r e spec t  t o  

admissions and enrollment which was reviewed wi th  i n t e r e s t  by t h e  

Board of  V i s i t o r s ,  no a c t i o n  i n  connection therewi th  being required.  

Moving t o  t h e  next  i tem on t h e  Agenda, The Chairman 

asked D r .  Brooke t o  p resen t  t h e  r e p o r t  of t h e  General Academic 

Division. D r .  Brooke then explained t h a t  var ious  f a c u l t y  ma t t e r s  

had been approved by t h e  Executive Committee and information wi th  

r e s p e c t  t h e r e t o  d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  V i s i t o r s ,  He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  

f a c u l t y  s a l a r y  ranges and admin i s t r a t ive  supplements as proposed 



by him had been considered by t h e  Executive Committee and approval 

thereof  w a s  recommended. The mat t e r  w a s  then developed i n  some 

d e t a i l  by D r .  Brooke with t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of M r .  Crooks, a f t e r  which 

on motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  t h e  proposed 

s a l a r y  ranges and admin i s t r a t ive  supplements were approved sub jec t  

t o  approval by t h e  S t a t e  Divis ion of Personnel. 

M r .  Holmes of t h e  General Academic Divis ion then presented 

a genera l  r epor t  with respect  t o  t h e  affairs of h i s  o f f i c e  which 

required no ac t ion .  

The meeting then adjourned f o r  lunch fol lowing which 

Representat ives  of t h e  firm of Schechter & Luth, Inc.  made a 

v i s u a l  p resen ta t ion  t o  t h e  Board of var ious  designs which would not  

only be used by t h e  Universi ty  i n  i t s  s e a l  but would a l s o  be 

adapted t o  var ious  o t h e r  v i s u a l  p resen ta t ions  intended t o  convey t h e  

image of t h e  Universi ty .  One design w a s  t e n t a t i v e l y  approved with 

some change being suggested,  with an a d d i t i o n a l  p resen ta t ion  t o  be 

made on January 24, 1969. 

Thereupon, on motion duly made, seconded and unanimously 

c a r r i e d ,  the  meeting went i n t o  Executive sess ion ,  a f t e r  which M r .  

Wayne explained t h a t  while t h e  Screening Committee had continued t o  

in terv iew nominees f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of President ,  a recommendation 

could not  be made at  t h i s  time but t h a t  he was most hopeful t h a t  

when the  Board meets on January 24, 1969, t h e  Committee w i l l  be i n  

a pos i t ion  t o  present  a nominee wi th  a recommendation t h a t  he be 

se lec ted .  

M r .  Dabney then read t o  t h e  meeting a l e t t e r  received 



from D r .  R. Blackwell Smith dated January 8, 1969 i n  which he 

tendered h i s  r e s igna t ion  as Provost, Health Sciences Division, 

e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1, 1969 "or  as soon as an appropr ia t e  successor  
It  can be appointed and take  o f f i c e .  On motion duly made, seconded 

and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  t h e  r e s igna t ion  of D r .  Smith was 

accepted wi th  r e g r e t ,  such res igna t ion  t o  be e f f e c t i v e  a t  t h e  time 

s e t  f o r t h  i n  D r .  Smith 's  l e t t e r .  

M r .  Dabney then proceeded and read a recommendation from 

D r .  Paul S. U r s o n ,  Head of  t h e  Department of Pharmacology, s t a t i n g  

t h a t  Dr .  Smith 's  p resen t  appointment as Professor  of Pharmacology 

would terminate  June 30, 1970 and t h a t  it was h i s  d e s i r e  t o  extend 

t h e  appointment f o r  s i x  y e a r s  beyond t h a t  da te ,  g ran t ing  t o  him t h e  

s a l a r y  of a f u l l  Professor ,  beginning J u l y  1, 1969, o r  on whatever 

o t h e r  d a t e  his  re s igna t ion  as Provost becomes e f f e c t i v e .  The 

recommendation of D r .  Paul S. Larson was thereupon, on motion duly 

made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  approved and authorized.  

It was then determined t h a t  a s p e c i a l  meeting of the 

Board would be he ld  on January 24, 1969, no f u r t h e r  n o t i c e  thereof  

being required.  

There being no f u r t h e r  business  t o  come before t h e  meeting, 

t h e  same on motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  

adjourned. 

S r t a r y  s 
APPROVED : 

& \ 

Chairman 



STATEMENT OF PURPOSES AND OBJECTIVES 
of 

VIRGINIA COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY 

PURPOSES 

Vi rg in ia  Commonwealth Universi ty  s h a l l  endeavor t o  provide an 

educat ional  environment nur tu r ing  and s t imula t ing  teaching,  r e s e a r c h  

and se rv ice .  S e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  needs of  urban l i f e  i n  the  Commonwealth, 

it w i l l  s t r i v e  t o  promote t h e  p u r s u i t  of knowledge and t h e  dissemina- 

t ion  of p ro fess iona l  s k i l l s .  

OBJECTIVES 

1. To i d e n t i f y  and a n t i c i p a t e  urban problems; t o  advance 

experiementation and open-ended a t t i t u d e s  i n  t h e i r  s o l u t i o n  through 

appropr ia te  research,  and t o  develop the  u n i v e r s i t y  as a planning and 

resource c e n t e r  f o r  urban l i v i n g .  

2. To commit i t s e l f  t o  c r e a t i v e  and var ied  programs of 

teaching, research,  and consul ta t ion ,  con t r ibu t ing  t o  the  improvement 

of t h e  q u a l i t y  of l i f e  wi th in  urban communities. 

3 ,  To promote and develop programs of cont inuing and graduate 

education re l evan t  t o  contemporary s o c i e t y ,  

4. To provide an educat ional  c l imate  which w i l l  s t imula te  

i n  t h e  s tuden t  a l i f e l o n g  commitment t o  l e a r n i n g  and se rv ice ;  which 

w i l l  develop competence and motivation t o  work toward t h e  

r e a l i z a t i o n  of ind iv idua l  and community p o t e n t i a l s ;  and which w i l l  

s e t  f o r  t h e  s tudent  an example of excel lence.  

5. To develop and maintain an environment of educat ional  

exce l lence  t h a t  w i l l  a t t r a c t  and motivate  f a c u l t y  t o  pursue t h e i r  

work i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  h ighes t  educat ional  s tandards.  



6. To recognize t h e  imaginative power of t h e  arts and 

humanities i n  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  problems and a s p i r a t i o n s  of s o c i e t y  and 

of t h e  human condit ion;  t o  acknowledge t h e  r o l e  of t h e  arts i n  

changing behavior, and t o  provide oppor tun i t i e s  throughout t h e  

Universi ty  and t h e  Commonwealth t o  maximize t h e i r  relevance,  both 

ind iv idua l ly  i n  t h e  s e l f - r e a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  s tuden t ,  and publ ic ly ,  

i n  exh ib i t ion  and performance. 

7. To complement e x i s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of h igher  l ea rn ing  

by providing programs of  a uniquely urban cha rac te r ,  thus enhancing 

t h e  educat ional  oppor tun i t i e s  of t h e  Commonwealth. 
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