
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF VISITORS OF 

V I R G I N I A  COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY 

HELD ON FEBRUARY 27, 1969 

A s p e c i a l  meeting of  t h e  Board of V i s i t o r s  of V i r g i n i a  

Commonwealth Univers i ty  was held on t h e  27th  day of February, 

1969 at 10:OO o ' c lock  i n  t h e  forenoon a t  No, 910 West Frankl in 

S t r e e t  i n  t h e  City of Richmond, V i r g i n i a  pursuant t o  due no t i ce .  

Present  were a l l  of t h e  members of t h e  Board, 

Present  by i n v i t a t i o n  were Messrs. Fred 0,  Wygal, 

Executive Administrator;  D r .  Warren W. Brandt, Pres ident -e lec t ;  

Messrs. Heil ,  Crooks, Watts and Lyons of  t h e  Medical Center, and 

Messrs, Brooke, Mapp, Lodge and Edwards of t h e  Academic Center, 

and Mrs. Edna F, Hodges . 
M r .  Dabney served as Chairman of  the  meeting and M r .  

Brent as Secre tary  the reof ,  

The Rector then s t a t e d  that as D r .  Brooke would have 

t o  leave  the  meeting e a r l y ,  he would depar t  from t h e  prepared 

Agenda and begin wi th  Item 4, t h e  Report of t h e  Academic Center. 

He then c a l l e d  on D r .  Brooke. 

D r .  Brooke thereupon introduced D r .  Richard Lodge who 

presented a Report with r e spec t  t o  t h e  School of Soc ia l  Work, 

and M r ,  John A, Mapp who presented a Report i n  connection wi th  

t h e  Evening School. 

Dr .  Brooke then re fe r red  t o  t h e  memorandum concerning 

f a c u l t y  mat ters  dated February 20, 1969 and s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  

memorandum had been a p p r o v ~ d  by t h e  Executive Committee but t h a t  



i t  had been necessary t o  make one cor rec t ion  the re to .  This, he 

s a i d ,  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  appointment of Charles I t z k o v i t z ,  Ass i s t an t  

Professor  of S o c i a l  Work, who has an e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of appoint-  

ment of Ju ly  1, 1969 f o r  12 months with a s a l a r y  of $11,520 i n -  

s t e a d  of September 1, 1969 f o r  10 months. On motion duly made, 

seconded and unanimously ca r r i ed ,  t h e  f a c u l t y  memorandum approved 

by t h e  Executive Committee as correc ted  was r a t i f i e d ,  aff i rmed 

and approved. 

D r .  Brooke then explained t h a t  because of  t h e  pressure  

of time, it would be d e s i r a b l e  t o  m a i l  employment con t rac t s  t o  a l l  

members of t h e  f a c u l t y  of t h e  Academic Divis ion promptly but wi th  

t h e  c l e a r  understanding that such c o n t r a c t s  would be s u b j e c t  t o  

t h e  approval of t h e  Board. He explained t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  

connection therewi th  was not  ready f o r  p resen ta t ion  at t h i s  time. 

It w a s  unanimously agreed t h a t  i t  would be proper f o r  D r .  Brooke 

t o  proceed i n  t h e  ind ica ted  manner w i t h  t h e  understanding that 

t h e  employment of f a c u l t y  would be brought t o  t h e  next  meeting 

of t h e  Board f o r  cons idera t ion  and ac t ion .  

In  concluding h i s  repor t ,  D r .  Brooke s t a t e d  t h a t  f a c u l t y  

s a l a r y  ranges and admin i s t r a t ive  supplements were being reviewed 

and worked out  wi th  D r .  Brandt and t h a t  t h e  recommendations 

he re to fo re  brought t o  t h e  Board might be modified. 

Proceeding wi th  t h e  r egu la r  order  o f  t h e  Agenda, M r .  

Wygal then r e f e r r e d  t o  his  w r i t t e n  repor t  and submitted by 

t i t l e  f o r  t h e  information of t h e  V i s i t o r s  t h a t  por t ion  thereof  

r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Comprehensive Planning Study of t h e  Universi ty .  



He then turned t o  t h e  proposed Plan f o r  merging t h e  two 

Schools of Nursing which was discussed i n  d e t a i l  and a f t e r  which 

on motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  t h e  ma t t e r  

w a s  c a r r i e d  forward t o  t h e  next meeting wi th  t h e  request  t h a t  i n  

t h e  meantime, D r .  Brandt review t h e  proposal  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  he 

might submit a recommendation wi th  respect  t h e r e t o  t o  t h e  next  

meeting of t h e  Board. 

M r .  Wygal then reviewed t h a t  por t ion  of his repor t  

r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  Proposal f o r  Awarding Honorary Degrees and a f t e r  

cons idera t ion  thereof ,  t h e  g ran t ing  of Honorary Degrees w a s  

approved i n  p r i n c i p l e  w i t h  t h e  Administration being requested t o  

appoint  a Committee inc luding  a represen ta t ive  of the  Board of 

V i s i t o r s  t o  develop po l i cy  and guide l ines  i n  t h e  g ran t ing  of such 

Degrees, such po l i cy  and guide l ines  t o  be submitted t o  t h e  Board 

of V i s i t o r s  f o r  approval.  

In  concluding h i s  Report, M r .  Wygan then presented by 

t i t l e  f o r  t h e  information of t h e  Board a "Report of Out of S t a t e  

Students wi th  Tui t ion  Grants Provided by t h e i r  Respective S t a t e  

Governments", t h e  " s t a t u s  of Negotiat ions between VISR and VCU", 

and t h e  "progress Report of t h e  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Implementation 

Committee. !t 

I n  connection with t h e  VISR matter ,  M r .  Wygal s t a t e d  

t h a t  i t  appeared highly d e s i r a b l e  f o r  one member of t h e  Board 

t o  be appointed t o  work with a counterpar t  from t h e  Board of  t h e  

I n s t i t u t e  i n  o rde r  t h a t  t h e  arrangement between tb two 

I n s t i t u t i o n s  might be formalized. I n  connection with t h e  



I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Implementation Committee, M r .  Wygal s t a t e d  t h a t  

M r .  Brent had been asked t o  determine what a c t i o n  would have t o  

be taken t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  Symbol and S e a l  of t h e  

Universi ty .  

Thereupon, on motion duly made, seconded and unanimously 

c a r r i e d ,  t h e  meeting went i n t o  Executive Session. 

On behalf  of t h e  Property Committee M r .  McGehee thereupon 

repor ted  t h a t  t h e  Universal  Leaf Tobacco Company had inqui red  

as t o  whether t h e  Univers i ty  would be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Universal  

cons t ruc t ing  a dormitory on approximately 4.4 ac res  of land owned 

by i t  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of Belvedere S t r e e t  between the  S t a t e  

Pen i t en t i a ry  and the  War Memorial with a view t o  t h e  same being 

l eased  t o  t h e  Universi ty .  A f t e r  a d iscuss ion  thereof ,  on motion 

duly made, seconded and unanimously ca r r i ed ,  t h e  proposal w a s  

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Administration f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and recommendation 

t o  t h e  Committee w i t h  Board ac t ion  t o  fol low i f  necessary.  

M r .  McGehee then s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  plans f o r  t h e  proposed 

Education Building had no t  been approved by t h e  S t a t e  A r t  

Commission because t h e  Universi ty  d id  not  have a v a i l a b l e  a 

Master S i t e  Plan. The need f o r  such Plan w a s  genera l ly  discussed,  

a f t e r  which on motion duly made, seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  

t h e  Master Planning Committee w a s  asked t o  re-examine t h e  ma t t e r  

i n  cooperation wi th  the  Administration and t o  move ahead as 

quickly as poss ib le  i n  a r ranging  f o r  a Master S i t e  Plan t o  be 

developed. 

With f u r t h e r  re ference  t o  t h e  r epor t  of t h e  Property 



Committee, M r .  Crooks then reminded the  Board t h a t  t h e  American 

Tobacco Company had o f fe red  t o  s e l l  i t s  resea rch  labora tory  

property at  Maury S t r e e t  and Petersburg Pike, with a value of 

approximately $1,000,000, t o  t h e  Univers i ty  f o r  $250,000. A s  

t h e  mat ter  had n o t  been f u l l y  developed, on motion duly made, 

seconded and unanimously c a r r i e d ,  a c t i o n  i n  connection therewi th  

w a s  defer red  and t h e  proposal  w a s  c a r r i e d  forward t o  the  next  

meeting i n  o rde r  t h a t  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of t h e  Univers i ty  acqu i r ing  

t h e  property might be more f u l l y  explored. 

With f u r t h e r  re ference  t o  t h e  Property Report, M r .  

McGehee s t a t e d  that t h e  Administration proposed t h a t  Lee, King 

and Poole be appointed as Arch i t ec t s  f o r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  

dormitory t o  be loca ted  i n  t h e  block bounded by Main, Laurel, 

Cary and Pine S t r e e t s .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Administration a l s o  

des i red  permission t o  f i l e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  maximum loan 

a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  Department of  Health, Education and Welfare 

f o r  cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  dormitory which would amount t o  approxi- 

mately $2,580,000. He s t a t e d  that both proposals met with t h e  

approval  of the  Property Committee and on motion duly made, se-  

conded and unanimously ca r r i ed ,  t h e  appointment of Lee, King and 

Poole as Arch i t ec t s  f o r  the  proposed dormitory and the  a p p l i c a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  maximum loan a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  Department of Health, 

Education and Welfare i n  connection wi th  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  thereof  

were both authorized and approved. 

Addit ional  d iscuss ion  then followed w i t h  r e spec t  t o  t h e  

Master S i t e  Plan, t h e  observat ion being made t h a t  i t  was 

important f o r  a l l  of t h e  bui ld ings  being constructed by the  



Univers i ty  t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  an o v e r a l l  plan i n  f u n c t i o n a l  as 

we l l  as a e s t h e t i c  r e spec t s .  

Continuing wi th  t h e  Property Committee Report, M r .  

McGehee s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was proposed t h a t  Rhoads H a l l  be a i r  

conditioned a t  a c o s t  of approximately $100,000. ' He explained 

t h a t  t h e  bui ld ing  had been designed t o  accommodate a i r  condi t ioning  

but  that t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  money was needed t o  complete t h e  work i n  

this respect .  Thereupon, on motion duly made, seconded and 

unanimously ca r r i ed ,  a i r  condi t ioning  of Rhoads H a l l  a t  a c o s t  of 

approximately $100,000 was authorized wi th  t h e  necessary funds 

t o  be borrowed from t h e  Campus Development Fund and repaid without 

i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  r a t e  of  $20,000 pe r  yea r  from t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  

income which w i l l  r e s u l t  from t h e  a i r  condi t ioning  of t h e  bui lding.  

Thereupon, on motion duly made, seconded and unanimously 

c a r r i e d ,  t h e  fol lowing dormitory charge schedule recommended by 

t h e  Property Committee was approved: 

mGULAR SESSION 
(Rates f o r  the School Year) 

Present  

Rhoads H a l l  ( A i r  condi t ioned)  $4 10 
Johnson H a l l  400 
Other dormitor ies  f o r  women 400 
Dormitories f o r  men 350 

SUMMER SESSION 
(Rates pe r  week) 

Rhoads H a l l  (Air condi t ioned)  Double $ 12 
Single  - 

Other dormitor ies  
(not a i r  condi t ioned)  
Double occupancy 
Single  occupancy 

$ 12 - 

Proposed 



M r .  McGehee then reviewed t h e  current .  s t a t u s  of t h e  

proposed widening of Harrison S t r e e t  which he s t a t e d  was 

scheduled t o  be considered by City Council l a t e r  i n  t h e  day. The 

proposed widening was considered i n  some d e t a i l  a f t e r  which on 

motion duly made, seconded and unanimously ca r r i ed ,  t h e  Property 

Committee w a s  requested t o  have a Representat ive of t h e  Univers i ty  

present  i n  o r d e r  t o  request  t h a t  t h e  proposed widening be de fe r red  

u n t i l  such time as t h e  Unive r s i ty ' s  Master S i t e  Plan w a s  developed 

but  with t h e  understanding t h a t  no bui ld ings  would be constructed 

i n  t h e  meantime along Harrison S t r e e t  which might i n t e r f e r e  wi th  

such widening without t h e  City being advised of such cons t ruc t ion .  

It was then s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Richmond Metropolitan Authori ty  

had agreed t o  permit t h e  Univers i ty  t o  use i t s  right-of-way 

between Harrison and Belvedere S t r e e t s  f o r  parking and r e c r e a t i o n a l  

purposes without any charge, t h e  use of such property,  however, 

t o  be s u b j e c t  t o  cance l l a t ion  on 30 days t  n o t i c e  from t h e  Authority.  

The Univers i ty  would assume, it was explained, t h e  c o s t  of 

grading o r  any o t h e r  improvements necessary t o  make t h e  land 

usable  as we l l  as the  c o s t  of l i a b i l i t y  insurance coverage. 

With re spec t  t o  t h e  Student A c t i v i t i e s  Committee, Mrs. 

Thalhimer s t a t e d  that t h e  pos i t ion  of the  Universi ty  wi th  r e spec t  

t o  t h e  use of a l c o h o l i c  beverages on t h e  campus d i d  not  appear 

t o  be e n t i r e l y  c l e a r .  On motion duly made, seconded and 

unanimously c a r r i e d ,  i t  w a s  then determined t h a t  t h e  Universi ty  

should conform t o  t h e  requirements of s t a t e  l a w  i n  t h i s  r e spec t  

and that t h e  Administration should i n  add i t ion  adopt such 



r egu la t ions  as i t  deemed t o  be necessary,  

I n  concluding h e r  r epor t ,  Mrs. Thalhimer a l s o  s t a t e d  

t h a t  t h e  s tuden t s  were g iv ing  a c t i v e  cons idera t ion  t o  t h e  

establ ishment  of s o r o r i t i e s  and f r a t e r n i t i e s  on t h e  campus and 

t h a t  it appeared t h a t  a proposal  might be presented t o  t h e  Board 

i n  this connection i n  t h e  no t  t o o  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e .  

M r ,  Wayne then advised t h e  Board t h a t  as he expects t o  

be out of t h e  City f o r  approximately 10 weeks beginning March 1, 

he f e l t  compelled t o  res ign  as Chairman of t h e  Executive 

Committee, 

The Rector then announced t h a t  he had appointed M r .  Eppa 

Hunton t o  replace  M r .  Wayne as Chairman of t h e  Executive Committee 

t o  se rve  u n t i l  t h e  Annual Meeting of t h e  Board t o  be held i n  May. 

M r .  Wayne then s t a t e d  t h a t  he had received a memorandum 

from Colonel Hei l  reques t ing  t h a t  f u r t h e r  cons idera t ion  be given 

t o  t h e  designat ion of  t h e  Health Sciences Complex as t h e  " ~ e d i c a l  

Center, V i rg in ia  Commonwealth un ive r s i ty" ,  whereupon, by unanimous 

consent t h e  m a t t e r  w a s  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Executive Committee f o r  

cons idera t ion  and recommendation, 

On motion duly made, seconded and unanimously ca r r i ed ,  

t h e  meeting then continued i n  open sess ion .  

On behalf  of t h e  Health Sciences Division, Colonel Hei l  

then s t a t e d  t h a t  var ious f a c u l t y  mat ters  had been approved by 

t h e  Executive Committee as w e l l  as t h e  Memorandum of G i f t s ,  Grants 

and Contracts which he the re fo re  submitted by t i t l e  f o r  t h e  

information of t h e  V i s i t o r s .  



Colonel Hei l  then c a l l e d  on D r .  Lyons, Dean of t h e  Dental  

School, who reviewed t h e  work of h i s  School and i t s  h i s t o r y ,  This 

w a s  followed by a p resen ta t ion  by D r .  Watts, Dean of t h e  Graduate 

School i n  connection with t h e  work of his Department and what 

might be expected i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

M r .  Crooks then presented h i s  Report and c a l l e d  a t t e n t i o n  

t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a proposed loan from t h e  Commonwealth of 

$400,000 i n  connection w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  f l o o r s  being added 

t o  Sanger H a l l  and of $800,000 i n  connection wi th  t h e  new Dental  

Building had both been approved by t h e  Executive Committee as we l l  

as t h e  r epor t  of t h e  Hospi ta l  Accounts Committee, a l l  of which 

were t h e r e f o r e  presented by t i t l e  f o r  information. 

D r ,  Brandt then commented b r i e f l y  on t h e  affairs of t h e  

Universi ty  and advised t h e  Board t h a t  he had reserved February 

4,  1970 wi th  t h e  Clerk of t h e  House of Delegates f o r  a meeting of 

Representat ives  of t h e  Univers i ty  wi th  members of t h e  General 

Assembly. 

The Rector then announced t h a t  t h e  next  meeting of t h e  

Board would be he ld  on March 27, 1969 at 10:OO o ' c lock  i n  t h e  

forenoon i n  t h e  Board Room, Sanger H a l l ,  Medical Center. 

There being no f u r t h e r  business  t o  come before  t h e  meeting, 

t h e  same on motion duly made, seconded and unanimously ca r r i ed ,  

adjourned. 

2 
Chai man 

Approved : - - 

Secre tary  
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