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of Black minds. This means that Black preachers must be trained

in areas which allow for a humanistic approach toward technology:
ethnic studies courses, mathematics, biology, chemistry, economics,
electronics, engineering, physics, and English. Religious ethics
may still be taught, but Black children must also be taught that
they can control their environment, their living space, and that
they can discover nature's laws which govern life. (They must dis~
cover the laws, not change them.)
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Critique by Charles C. Irby

Back to the Basics... is a provocative presentation which
focuses on the role of the Black church as a socio-cultural,
politico-economic institution in an historic context. Not focused
in Williams' paper are the spiritual, religious aspects of the
Black church, but the solutions proposed certainly lead toward a
liberation theology. Williams' primary focus is on how the Black
church, in a modern context, has drifted away from its original
raison d'etre, and he attempts to show what can be done to restore
the Black church, as an agent or institution for the people, to a
position which serves the people.



18 Explorations in Ethnic Studies

While the author's focus on the objects for analysis is clearly
and sharply presented, the processes for attaining his proposed
solutions are obscure. This obscurity stems from Williams' belief
that the Black church ''should return to the ideas which suggest
involvement in such areas as mutual aid societies, credit unions,
education, and corporate investments.' But Williams provides no
vehicle for attaining these goals beyond citing the Black church's
historic role and its present circumstances in communities.

Williams' presentation is a good paper for Explorations in
Ethnic Studies because he offers solutions for contemporary problems.
However, to make this paper an excellent presentation, he should
fill the wide gaps where only scholars (who already know) under-
stand what is presented; and Williams should align his sights on
what the Black church Zs doing in a modern context rather than de-
voting the present amount of space to what it is not doing.
Attention to these matters could help in the identification of the
vehicle(s) needed for restructuring the Black church to serve
people.



