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Some Important Points to Consider in the 
Diagnosis and Treatment of Root Canals 

BE>,J 1111N L. BROOKS, D. D.S., J,y11ch!J11rg 

5 

r ansll'ering a recent questionnaire sent out by our Secretary, 
Dr. Harry Bear, I agreed to contribute something of general in­
terest for our Virginia BULLETIN. I had no idea Dr. Bear would 
on me so soon to make good my promise. 
~m up against it deciding 1Yhat· would be of general interest that 

. ~ht talk about. I know I should select something that I am 
iliar ll'ith and know something about. I don't believe I could do 

r than to discuss the problem of root-canal surgery. This is a 
lem that is unsatisfactory to all of us as it is gerterally practiced. 
en we are face to face with the necessity of going ahead with this 
k anc! attempting to make a success of it, we feel like calling for 

to _aid us in de iding what to do. 
believe 11 c would profit more in a discussion of this subject that 
ld lead to a standard and orderly procedure in our work. W~at 
all attempt to sa) is the outgrowth of my experience and practice 
t _around some reasonable high spots that I have iL~sembled from 
literature in our journal . 
0 less an authorit) than the x-ray will soon reveal to us, if we 

.e use of it, that we are not qualified to do root-canal surgery. 
>rd er that ll'e may become properly trained to do this work, it is 

ary that \\e make full u e of the x-rny, so that we may become 
u~hly acquainted with our bearings found through the effort, 

l given technique and therapy. Knowing the true value of our 
or less individual technical skill and therapy, is a necessary re­

ement in proper root-canal surgery. This is a slow and pains­
ng ~nowledge, gained only through checking up our individual 

with the x-ray from time to time over a period of a year or two, 
a . ' . 
ccountmg for successes and failures. \Vi: must reach that point 

n 1~·e can kno11 beforehand just about what we can reasonably 
t 1n Quantit) and qualit) of successes. 
e mu t kno11 about ll'hat we can and cannot expect to do, based 

'.l the results of our past experience. ntil we have this oppor­
~)' of measuring our results, 11·e are not justified in claiming quali­
l~ns to proper!) treat and fill root canals. At best, failures arc 
iorally encountered, which probably are due to our failure to 

>erly measure our diagnosis and technical ability before attempt­
treatment. 

t is general!) conceded that some of the pulpless teeth can be sal­
•d to I rmain in a biologic condition to perform their services i11 
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the masticating organ. This opinion is growng m a con 
direction, not\-\rithstanding the hundred per cent vital adv 
Novitsky and his cult. 

Di ease is manifest by structural or functional changes, an~ 
these cannot be demon trated in the periapical tissues, periaP 
ease does not exist. 

Hopelessly diseased teeth will not yield to treatment no ma 
painstaking the technique. It is very difficult to specifically 
just what constitutes a hopelessly diseased tooth. The experie 
judgment, and discrimination of the operator, will have to 
this in each case. However, it is afe to follow thi general 
tooth should be retained in the jaw, be its pulp vital or non· 
it cannot be made to function in co-operation with other natu 
or with artificial dentures and at the ame time maintain i 
the surrounding tissues in a tate of health. 

The fost thing paramount to consider in a diagnosis of 
plated root-canal surgery is the normal histological structure 
part they perform in the vital proces e . Without this· a 
cannot be considered, because it is by contJrast and deviation J 

normal that a diagnosis is made, and a prognosis is determin~ 
we are all familiar with the normal histological structure, it 

necessary to recall them here. The first thing to remembef 
pulpless teeth is the fact that all nou1rishment is cut off from 
tine; that a microscopical study discloses the fact that the 
or outer surface of thi onoe well nourished tissue is walled 
thin homogeneous layer which is in close relation with a I 
structureless cementum that is difficult to tell where one 
the other ends; thus, ature has provided a double wall of i 
lifeless substance between the dead pulpal and dentine portion 
outer vital pericementum. This wall completely urrounds . 
and is supposed to be nonpenetrable by bacteria and its toX1 

ing as the only avenue of escape for these materials and othd 
ucts of decomposition, the apical foramina and any collateJ 
that might be present. 

It should also be borne in mind that the cementum itself 
power of repair. This function exi ts only in the cern 
which lie between the fibers of the pericementum just ou J 

rounding the cementum; so long as these cells are left ,viCP 
will go on, new cementum will be formed even to the ext~ 
placing absorbed dentine. This is Nature's way of closing, 
amina and walling off this area if given a favorable opportU 

According to Novitsky, that great exponent of the hundred 'I 
cult, a new growth of cementum may take place on a replall 
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hich has been boiled for fifteen minutes and is therefore unquestion­
ly dead. 

It should also be remembered that the peiricementum extends up in 
e orifice of the apical foramina, and there blends with the pulp tis­
e; ~eep in mind that the pulp tissue does not extend through the 
ramma, this is according to Carl J. Grove, of St. Paul, Minn. 
_In the removal of the pulp great care should be exercised not t,, 
Jur~ or disturb this tissue, above all try to avoid its destruction. 
he mtroduction of bacteria or an injury produced by instrumenta· 
n, medi~ation, or pulp-canal filling, would prove fatal to this tissue. 
In considering the salvaging of an al ready pulpless tooth--one that 
putr~scent, the vitality of these repair cells cementoblasts must br 

_termmed from the x-ray picture. If they are vital enough to he 
nnulat~d to activity, treatment might he undertaken and a repair ot 
e Partia_lly destroyed tissue expected, and the tooth saved. . . 
_T'hese important points seem to furni~h the key to the entire situ­
ion; they certainly seem roi provide the basis for all work that is tu 
llow: They also seem to provide the p1rincipal things to consider 
a diagnosis of all pulpless teeth; putrescent and otherwise. 
The general health and vital p•·ocesses of the patient are the back­
ou~d for any consideration of these teeth. It is also well to keep 
mmd that in order to preserve the vital processes of the pericc· 

t7~~m, in additi_on to the means I have akeady _mentione? ~s a ~ourc:: 
Jury, there 1s another: putrefactive materials remam111g 111 the 

nal, due to incomplete cleaning or to the failure to render it in­
pab_le of decomposition. Failure in root-canal therapy is often due 
this condition remaining in the canals. 

SUMMARY 

I. C':raod root-canal therapy depends on correct diagnosis. 
2

· ~areful discrimination between the favorable and unfavorable 
ses 111crellles succes es. 
3· Knowing the true value of our more or less individual skill and 
er · ·11 apy is a necessary requirement in good root-canal surgery, and wi 
crease succe ses. 
4· Root-canal surgery is a specialization of dental surgery. Tr 
cans. that the techniq-ue employed is characteristic of the field of 
eration and demands a faithful adherence in its execution. A knowl­
~e of the e principles and their conscientioi1s application cannot 

ail to improve results. 

:h 5. Poor technique increases the number of failures in root-canal 
I> erap~; whereas the refinement of technique 1s definitely followed 
Y an increased percentage of good Te ults. 
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In the Lobby 
ALBERT E. C'Oi'.YERSE, D. D.S., Spri11gfidd, 1 II. 

(Repri111ed from the Bulletin of the Illinois State Dental Sot' 
l ovember, 1923.) 

T HEY were sitting in the lobby of their hotel after ~d 
evening sessions of the State Society-the Old 'f 
Grouch, and the Youngest lvlember-enjoying one 

before they retired to the hay, "even as ) ou and I" have 
like occasions. The Youngest l\Iember was favoring the(ll 
elaborately detailed account of his own original method of 
putre cent pulps. 

The Grouch was about to give vocal expression to the sod 
was on his face when the Old Timer silenced him with a 
tious poke in the ribs. 

"That's fine, my boy," said the Old Timer, thoughtful!f 
ing from mentioning the fact that he had himself given a ch~ 
l 1t' State Society five years before on this identical method­

"Are you enjoying the meeting?" he inquired. 
"Oh, fairly well," rep! ied the Youngest :Member, pat .I 

'You ought to have more young blood in the Society, thollV 
know what I mean. There's too much-" 

"He's dead right!" interrupted the Grouch, savagely 
:iway his half-consumed cigar. There's too much 'old fe,/ 
this Society; I'm getting sick and tired of it. Year after l. 
the same birds on for clinics, reading the papers and discu,$ 
and crowding everybody else off the map. It's the same 11 

local societies. Something ought to be done about it." ht 
"Yes, something really should be done about it," agreed \J 

est Member; "the fellows are losing interest. A chap 1\'I 

up on almost_ anything if you just shove it at him often en°11pl 
Venus de Milo 1s a very handsome dame, but who wants to 
rest of his life looking at her?" 

" ot bad," chuckled the Grouch, disagreeably; "and bt 
these birds that are trying to run the Dental Societies are I 
to look at as the Venus de l\Iilo, either; I'l tell the ,ror 
not!" 

"Another thing that ought to be changed," said tl'.e 
l\1ember, glancing complacently ove,11 his new checked stll~J 
ing imaginary specks from it, "the pirograms are not pract1JI 
There are too many papers on s ientific subjects. The fe 

1 
like these highbrow essays-they want to get something tha 
cash in." 
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: ou\·e said a mouthful, Ill) bo) ," the Grouch chimed in heartil~ . 
re fed up on this high-falutin' stuff that nobody understands, 
ven the fellows that write it. \Vhy can't they hand us some· 
that \\'ill help us bring home the bacon- that's what we want. 

not practicing dentistry for pastime, nor to improve my health. 
trying to corral the good old hard iron dollars so that I can bu~· 
steak and shoe leather. \Vhen I go to dental society meeting, 
nt to learn something that will help me get the coin-and that's 
. all the rest of them want, if they'd tell the truth. There's 
ing to these long, cir) lectures on chemistry, and histology, and 
10loh'Y, and metallurgy, and all that." 

ell," said the Old Timer, after waiting a few moments to see if 
\\ as anything more to follow, "l 'm glad you boys got that all 

f y_ou: systems. If you 'd gone to bed \\'i th aU that poison hot 
up 111s1de of you it might have been disastrous." 
didn't think it would do any harm to let you know how I feel 

t i_t," s~id the Youngest ~Iember, a bit defiantly. 
uit~ right, my boy, quite right," the Old Timer hastened to 

e him. "I'm glad you're so interested. By the \\'ay, I believe 
re on for a clinic tomorrcm·, aren't you? [ suggested your name 
~; chairman of the Clinic Committee. l presume he wrote tu 

V11r-er-yes, he did, " replied the Youngest ~!ember, fidgetinf! 
tly in his chair. "But-well-to tell the truth-I was so busy , 
· t didn' t have time to get up a clinic." 
)!1; tl~at \\113 too bad,'' the Old Timer sympathiz,ed. "But per­
its Just ,Ls \,ell, for you can't afford to get in the 'old fogy' 

, you know." · 
he Young:est :\!ember vouchsafed a sickly grin. 
nd ! just happened to remember," continued the Old Timer, 
Chairman of the Program Committee told me that he asked you 

resent a paper on 'Amalgam Fillings,' Grouch." 
es, he did, confound him," growled the Grouch. "But I-1-
-" 
Don't get excited," said the Old Timer, soothingly, "I understand 
ectl) • You \\ ne too bus\ also and no doubt you thought, too, 
an essay on 'Amalg:am Fillings: \\ould necessarily be so scientific 
theoretical that it ,,ould only bore the boys." 

01'-, go to the devil," snarled the Grouch. 
)on't misunderstand me, boys," continued the Old Timer, "there 

.been just as much theoriz,ing and scientific research work done 
A11:algam Filling,;' as on any other suhject in \\'hich the dental 
es, 1011 is intcrestetl. \Vhole reams of scientific papers have been 
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written on it, and literally years of careful, painstaking Iabo 
work devoted to it. As a result, we now know more about atl11 

and can perform better amalgam operations than ever before~ 
history of our profession. It's the same way with the Gold 
Root-Canal Operations, Extractions, and eviery other proced~ 
are called upon to perform. There must be scientific invesll 
and experimentation in order to arrive at practical results. 
why we havie essays on scientific subjects which you boys 
about. They may be a little over the heads of some of us, 
have to h'ave them if we want to progress, and in the end theY 
solid returns to every one of us." 

"I hadn't thought of that," said the Youngest Member, -wh 
Grouch registered interest. 

"Now boys, you're dead wrong if you think we old fogie 
call us-you're dead wrong if you think we're trying to r 
Society, and that we want to crowd everyone else off the map. 
a time I have sat around with some of the older men-men wh 
been most active in the State Society, and in the local societi 
we have tried to work up schemes to get the younger men to 
more active part. 

"We realize the need of new blood, and we'll be tickled to 
to get out from under. Nothing would suit us better than to 
on the side lines and cheer while the boys get in the game. J\fl 
of the young fellows are getting in the game, too-and don't Y 
get it. And they're getting in the game the only way anY0 

get in it-by wo-rking-not by grunting. When they're asked 
a job, they're-pardon me for saying it-they're not too busy; b 
come through, and they do the joh to a finish. And then the 
warded by being handed a harder job. If that doesn't sound_ 
tive to you, I'm sorry, but that's the only way to get recognitl 
dental society, or in any other organization. There is plenty 0 

vo be done in the Illinois State Dental Society, and it's got to 
by men-be they young men or old men-men of energy and 
asm, men who have learned the joy of service. 

"Quit your kicking, boys. Get busy. When you're asked 
a clinic, or write a paper, or discuss a paper, do it, and put yoor 
heart and soul in it. When you're asked to serve on a co!ll 
serve, and give the best service of which you are capable. It 
your Society good, and it will do your profession good, but it 
you the miost good of all." 

"I'm sorry," said the Youngest Member, extending his hafl 
"Here too," said the Grouch. 
"Let's go to bed," said the Old Timer. 
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Dental Education · 
J. A. CAMERON HOGGAN, D. D.S., Richmond 

HE kind of Dental Education we have in the State of Virginia 
is best measured by the condition of the mouths of her_ people, 
and their general heal th. Is it better, or worse, than m other 

rts of the country? Is dental service available to all people in the 
te, and is this service of the right kind? 

l\:iinnesota has one of the recognized best dental schools in the 
nite_d States. Have the people of Minnesota healthier mouths and 

disease than the people of Virginia? Both States have had de~tal 
ools for a sufficient length of time to make the schools responsible. 

ot all dentist practicing in either State got their dental education 
th~se States, but the large majority did. 
It is an accepted fact that no tooth is better than an abscessed tooth. 
od?ntic service is available to practically everyone in the State, but 
~ di~erence between a broken dental arch and a normal dental ma­
me is Priceless. It measures the dental intelligence of the State and 

sor~ of Dental School it has. 
Efficient operation of a Dental School in the State of Virginia is 
possible without the assistance co-operation and criticism of the 

.ntal profession. The AmeriC.:n Association of Dental Colleges 
~~~rces standards, but individual States suggest and lead in reform. 

•he Present rating of the Dental School in Virginia, "Class B" • 
due to the enforcement of certain standa1rds for "Class A" rating. 
A repo_rt in, detail has not been received yet, from the Council, by 

Me?ical College of Virginia School of Dentistry, although the 
exa · ' d mmat1on was completed last spring and the result announce 
ly Ist; bu~ the following reforms have been made a had been prom­
d at the time of inspection: 
The · · Th" · most important ,requirement is university connection. 1s 1s 

ot compul ory, apparently, since the Chicago College of Dental Sur·· 
ry \~•as admitted to Class A without such a connection. We have ,t11

vers!ty connection, but w~ a_re a State-supported scho~l. 
full-time dean, seems next 111 importance. Dr. Re. D. I'hornton 

~epted the position as superintendent of the Infirmary for this year, 
1th th v · f ·1· . e OvJect of filling the postion of dean after becommg am1 1ar 1
th _local conditions. Dr. Thornton has had ten years' experience 
achmg with the Royal College of Dental Surgeons. He has proven 
~ be even better fitted in this respect than we hoped. His conception 
' 

th
e use of clinical material is for teaching purposes and not revenue, 

md the character of reform in the clinical work is very gratifying. 
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The cost of education per student \\·as $.p7.oo dental, and~• 
medical. During 1922-23 the revenue obtained from the den, 
firmary seems to cut dO\m the dental share of the State approprf 
but the teaching time of the heads of the departments of patbO 
physiology, anatomy, and bio-chemistry is not charged in the _ii 
budget, which offsets, to a large extent, the difference in the difl 

Hospital contact with the Dental School was another impro 
asked by the Council. This connection has been established 
Memorial and St. Philip's Hospitals, and $2,500.00 appropri~lf 
the Board of Visitors for the dental equipment in the two bu1~ 

The work for the patients will be done by the students under 
pervision of instructors, and a course of lectures is being given 
member of the medical staff on the diseases for which the pati . 
admitted. Fifteen hund,red dollars has been spent on the equ 
of a new surgical room, associated with the Infirmary. 

Wie have only one inexperienced full-time clinical instructor 
is, a man with less than one year's teaching experience; and this 
spending half of his time in the pathology laboratory, and the 
part in the clinic. Three hours of teaching in one subject is 
given in the old building; and a new laboratory in the new. 
will be provided at the beginning of the second semester for th~ 

Can it be said that the Dental service in Virginia in rela 
other States is of "Class B" grade? I think we can say emph 
" O", and that the Board of Visitors, of the Medical Coil 
Virginia, and the faculty of the School of Dentistry are going to 
every effort necessa•ry to see that the Dental School is placed 
right relation to the State. 

The Relation Between the Dental and Geo 
Organs of the Human Body 

]. C. RUT!IERFORD, D. D.S., Sta1111/011 

I THI K that in the past the tooth has been too entirely 
ed as a mere mechanical organ for the mastication of food~ 
adornment of the face. It has never really been consider 

c1rgan of the human body. It is just as much so as the eY~ 
liver, or any other part of that masterpiece of art, engineer! 
workmanship-the most perfect and completely constructed P 
of Nature. 

The teeth, in themselves, were there no relation between t 
the rest of the body, probably would be only mechanical, and d 
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uld today be a trade or maybe an art, instead of one of the greatest 
anches of the medical profession. You may ask: Why do I make 
e assertion that it is one of the greatest branches? And I answer 
u that it is, because the nourishment upon which every other organ 

f the w~ole body is dependent for life, must enteir through the mouth 
d begm its preparation for absorption by the action of the teeth. 

f, th~refore, the teeth do not do their duty, the other functions of 
e alrmentary canal do not have a chance to do theirs, regardless of 
w Perfectly they may act. 

, (?'n the other hand, if metabolism begins in thel dental organ, does­
t _it stand to reason that destructive agents also begin there, or will 
gm there if we do not eradicate all foci from the mouth and sur­
unding organs? In stating this I do not have reference merely to 
c~s, but also to every condition that may exist which would piro­

uce ~isease or lower.ed resistance to disease in any part of the whole 
h;anism. We must bring ourselves to realize more and m?re _that 

de~tal organs are one unit of the whole, any one of which 1s of 
ual irniportance. And since the teeth are located at the very en­

:rance, ~nd must act first on all nutritional matter, I would go so far 
toh claim that the teeth are one of if not the most, important organs 
t e body: ' 

Nbow then, with this fact established we will consider how best to 
a ut putting the mouth in a hygie~ic condition. As we all agree 

at 
th

e abscess is unquestionably the most inju1rious of the foci com-
only f d · · · 

oun m the mouth we should first of all make oul' diagnosis 
. ~o whether or not ther; are any present, and if so, remove them 
t er by extraction Qlr treatment as the dentist sees fit. And right 
re ~ should like to give a case 'observed by the author, if you will 
rm1t me to do so. 

_Case:. Man of 45 years entered at the ho pita!, as of unsound mind . 
. iagnosis of physicians: Evidently troubled with some foci of infec­

tio~; Probably the teeth. X-ray diagnosis: Four adscesses on lower an-
tenor te th H. . 
F . e · 1story: ormal up to one month before commitment. 

a1n1l h" · fo Y istory: Showed no hereditary causes. Referred to dentist 
~ t;eatment. The four teeth " ·ere extracted, sockets were ~uretted, 

. h Pequently wa hed with antiseJ)tics · 21 davs later the patient was 
ISC d , ' . . 

b ~rge as recovered mentally, and had gained 24¼ lbs. m weight. 
~tdge was made at this time, and patient has not returned to the 

~ital. This was three years ago. . 
ow then, the next focus of most importance is probably peno­

onto~asia. This is probably shown in its action, and less likely to 
r nhc_ticed, a, there is no pain, with this disease, but it is just as far­

~ cir mg in its •effects as the abscess. 
ti 
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Then ~oo, we have to consider every cavity in every tooth, fCYf 

are no more thn incubation for bacteria, and the food is thoroi 
mixrd with bacteria and toxins every time a decayed tooth attr 
mastication. ot only is a decayed tooth dangerous from the 1 

point of scattering infection, but no tooth can properly masticate 
that has lost pairt of its natural grinding su'rfaces. Neither c 
tooth perform its duty properly' that is sensitive or sore in its st 

and the entire body loses by lack of the basis of dig'Cstion. 
In conclusion, I would like to say that I have heard quite a 11 11 

of dentists make the statement that our medical brothers will 11. 

opelrate with them in treatments. There may be such mell 1 

medical profession, but I have yet to meet them. I have ne\·( 

met one single M. D. who did not thoroughly co-operate with 1 

every phase of dentistry. 

Report of a Case of Periodontia 
RICHARD C. \VAr.DEN, D. D.S., Riclt111011d 

A RECE T essayist, Dr. R. D. Thornton, appearing bef0~ 

Richmond City Dental Society, selected as a title for his r 
"What the Patient Has a Right to Expect from the ven 

This paper evoked a discussion among the members present,i 
a number of questions and, nat~1rally, provi,?ed a great de~! 0~ 

for thought. One of the questions asked: Should a dentist, 
to the cost to his patient, remove all imperfect filling restoratiofl' 
replace with perfect ones simply because the approximal and 0 

oontacts were not good?" 
A day later, Mr. B., 24 years of age, one of our students, pr 

himself at my Peridontia Clinic, complaining of pain and soren 
the upper left second bicuspid. Upon examination the cro,r ll 0 

tooth was seen to be in perfect condition, but on the mesio1 
surfaces of the first molar was an old slug-type of amalgam {ii' 
which there had been no attempt whatever to even approxi111ll 

normal tooth form. A radiographic examination was made, aod. 
astonishment a pocket was found between the two teeth ,, ht 
tended to the depth of two-thi•rds of the bicuspid root, and the~' 
septum was badly necrosed. On the opposite side of his mouth, 1 

no pain or soreness was present, I noted a I ike filling and spa: 
food pack. This was given the same examination, and siin1la 
dition found to exist, though the pocket was not quite as de~P· 

"WJrnt would have been the cost in your office to a patient 111 

I ike this: first, radiographic examination; second, a good anial 
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~d restoration. third the services of a peridontist, not to mention 
in d" ' ' bso · f fe' . iscom~ort and effect on the general heal_th from a rptwn ° 
h_ction which had been going on for some tune and the extent of 

ich we cannot reckon?" 
Su · · · · 

PPoSmg this mouth had been presented to you for exammati0 n 
: ~~~th after these slugs had been put in, and no appreciab~e dam­

. been done, what would it have cost to do what was nght for 
e_Patient? I will waoer only about a third as much as if you had 

'a1ted u t"l . " f 
n n I something happened two or three years a ter. 
,-iow can k . , . ? 
Th you ma e ) our patients see these thmgs. 

U. ey are all different of different temperaments, and each one re-
ires a d"ff ' · b 

0 
1 erent type of psvcholorrical handlinrr but 1t should e ne and · · , ,., ,.,, · 

· ' it is up to the dentist to find the way and make them desire 
is type of t · · d 

r, . reatmcnt. I know some men who are consc1enaous, an 
" contmu 11 · · · · 1· h ., t . a. Y striving for the ideal. Where they may miss 1t s 1g t-

at~/i ttf' 111 the main, they closely approximate it. They have a 
If ;h· c ientele, and the mouths of their patients are a joy to behold. 
lt they ~J1e able to do this, you surely can. Think about this, con­

e 
0

t 1er fellow a~ to ways and means, and let's arrive . 
• 

Shan We Have Dental Hygienists in Virginia? 
A. L. SEAY, D. D.S., Petersburg 

HE~· . 
1 d" estion of the dental hygienist will undoubtedly be serious-
~ isbcussed at the next meeting of the State Association. The 

em ers sho Id · · I f 1 "d · and express ti . u give 1t t1eir earne ·t and care u cons1 eratwn, 
Whe 1~1r thoughts pro and con. 
ople ;. w\ 

th
mk of the appalling fact that three-fourths of a million 

rofessio
1
~ 

0 
Prevent_abl~ diseases in this country each year, the dental 

se. 1'h musr realize its 1:!remendous ta, k in the prevention of dis-
• ienist an~r~I are a great number of states that license the dental hy­
n th~ stat 

1
a~ the dental hygienist has done and i doing great work 

In several or'1 IS ~~ported by facts and figures that are indisputable. 
enters and t ~f. cities that have dental hygienists there are industrial 

ful Purp!~ 
1
~tch~ols ~h~r~ the dental hygienist seems to serve a 

entists Part·· l ut .111 V1rg1ma there seems to be enough graduate 
h ' ' 1cu ar!y l • • 1. . 

e counties b 111 t 1e c1t1es. here is a scarcity, however, 111 

f Health / ut the_ Mouth Hygiene Department, of the State Board 
ith grad'u st udppl~mg a great need to these counties and is doing it 
. a e ent h , 

. t 1enist becau . 1sts ~ o are given preference over the dental hy-
rfor111 a b e, wi th ~heir broader field ancl longer training, they can 

etter service. 
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The dental hygienist's course i~ short and the entrance requirtf 
are low, so that their practice must of necessity he limited. The' 
hygienist should be ahle to teach and educate those the) se_fl 
good many of the profession think that with their short t.rain 101 
are incompetent for this dut,. There are those who think the 
hygienist will overstep her iimitations and intrude upon the p_r­
of dentistry. If they can he made an adjunct to the dental prol 
as a registered nurse is to the medical profession, so good. \'Ve­
bear all these things in mind and think of the dental hygienis11 

their need for the Virginia people and dentists. 

Reciprocity 
H. \Vooo CAMPBELL, D. D.S ., Suffolk 

ADEFI ITION of this word is as follows: Reciproc~ 
gations or rights; equal, mutual rights or benefits to 1~) 
or enjoyed. As relative to dentistry, its most concise 

tion would be as follows: An interchange of licenses by the· 
states of th United States upon a basis agreed upon by the 5 

individual units. The states have the undisputed right to r 
their internal affairs in matters that relate to dental practice 
as in m'<lny other mattC1rs, and it is not likely, if indeed it \\ 
constitutional, for the Federal Government to interfere to pas:­
tionwide statute governing the practice of dentistry. There \\·al 
when no state had a law regulating either medicine or dentistJ'l 
went where they wished, and \\Cre a law unto themselves .. 
gross wrongs were the result of lax 1norality and a desire for l.,e<,. 
gains, until all the states passed one kind of law or anothrf· 
good, others not so good. When these things " ·e, re accomplish 
cry arose for the right to change from one state to another 11 

the formality of an examination-Reciprocity! . 
It will be denied by some that this what is meant br rec1P 

but a careful examination of the various activities of 1~rn if11
~ 

to secure agreements on this subject will disclose that this is 1 

objective. Wholesale interchang-e of license is undesirable at~ 
~nd probably alw~ys w(ll be. Personally,_ I am favorable _to It 
interchange, provided 1t can be accomplished on an cqllit:ih 
This I am sure the state boards can accomplish if they so desirt~ 
state boards are the propeir ones to act on reciprocal relatioll'• ,1, 
terference from other org-anizations should not entC1r into the Q 

except_ in an advisory ca~acity. The problem is entirely on\ 
executive branch of dentistry to solve and, I trust, so far as 
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c~ncerned, no organization or organizations »hall be allowed to go 
rtier. l\Ian) serious and undesirable co nditions could gro\\' out 
an easy · · · ( I · · I · 

I • reciprocal relation between the statrs t 11s 1s not t 1c time 
r P ace t 1 · - I · 0 < iscuss the111) they ma, not be apparent to t 1e ave1 age 
rson but ti ' J • 

Th~ v· . 1~Y are no!1e the less ~rta111. _ _ _ _ 
nd ·d urgmia law ( Sec. 1646) gives \11de latitude 111 arrang111g for 

e ,'.Eates :"ho wish to practice in the statr. After declaring that 
xan · · 

rt 1 
1111 ~t1on may be made orally or in writing, in whole or 111 

; a~ tie _discretion of the board," etc., \I e have the fol lowing clau e 
ec1proc1t,; · "'l I b · · · f ip - ~, viz: 1e oard ma), at its d 1scret10n, arrange or 
roc1ty with h I . . d . . I . 

qui. t e aut 1ont1es of other states an tern tones iav111g 
re1nent- I f h d" 

te w] d s _equa to those established h, this chapter. I t e can 1-
. io esires t 1 · f . . I b I . l try i h" 0 Procure a 1cense rom saH oan to practice< en-
f de ; t is_state has been engaged in the actual and ethical practice 
u t Pnr·

1 
try 111 _such other state or territor) for five consecutive years 10 r to his 1· · 1· 

ractice l ' app 1cat1on, certificates 1nay be granted app 1cants to 
e seer line llr such reciprocity on payment of a fee of ten dollars to 

inia toetarly ?f the board." Under this clause it is possible for Vir-
ac 111 it a c·t 1 · I . I . . I . . . f 

aminat" ' '~< 1< ate wit 1out requmng t 1e 111tncac1es o an 
nguageio~ s\1 _h as 1~ required of recent graduates. I interpret the 

ine ora~ _ \
11

s . s~ction to mean. that the h'.>ard has _po\1·er to ex-
en in ) ' . 0 s~ich an extent as 1t ma, ,ec ht, a candidate \\'ho has 

Practice fi • · · h d 
r by his ve years 111 another state and 1s properly vouc e 

ed that ·h O\~n hoard, and to admit him-provided the board is satis-

tate or sta~e: ,~:
0

Perly equipp~d; or_ the ?o~n_l can arran_ge wit~ an) 
on such r . 1th equal standmg 11·1th V1rg1111a and admit candidates 

ec1proC'!l . . . 
airds. I . ' . agreement as 1s provided for by the contractmg 

?Ors in th:
11
; quite sure Virginia at this time \\'Ould not close her 

his ability b ;ce of any worthy practitioner ll'ho has demonstrated 
al o quite y ive years of honorable practice in a sister state. I am l sure she 1 . 11 0 ose recipro . · 1 ou < never consent to open them to an easy and 
together. cit}, even though it might be advocated by all the states 

A Word About Study Clubs 

I F M. B. Ruoo, D. D.S., Rid1111011d 
a man wante • . . . 

artist a . d to have a paint111g of h11nself he would ll'nte the 
· , 1111 nu te de · • f 1 ' . . 

shape of 1 • b _ scnption o t 1e color of his eye , complex1on, 
0 na[ descrip/

1
s 

10t' and nose, style of his hair, and all of the peir­
essary for th,,.

1011 
~Ill measurements which he believed ll'ould be nee-

a l"k " artist and "Ct th · · 11 · 1 enes. of ti . 1. • J , e pa111t111g wou < m no way represent 
· 1e 111( 1v1dual D I · I . . 

' · enta JOurna s are a great aid 111 keep-
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ing before the profession important questions, and educating i_t 
the conclusions .reached by investigators. 'fl1ey stimulate an 1 

in learning. It is seldom, if ever, possible to read a description 
operation or mechanical restoration and be able to perform the 
ation or make the restoration without having een them perf 
Clinicians find that the majority of those who attend clinics 
pear intere ted are in reality casual observers, but those who 
make u e of the practical information learn quickly by close 
vation. 

In Study Clubs we have a means of lewrning how things are. 
and can apply this knowledge in practice, because each steP 
operation is demonstrated. 

At the meetings of our State Associations we gather more in. 
tion that i applicable to our daily needs from those giving cl 
tho e men showing actually, step by step, every detail-than ,,·e 
learn by reading descriptions however well written. There 
there is any truth in the statements made here that ll'e have

1 
shown, it behooves our State Dental Association to be eternal. 
]ant in the encouragement of the Study Clubs, and through th 
be developed clinicians who will not only study but be able tO 

The best way of teaching young and old is by letting them st< 

you are describing. . 
The pro!?)ressive men throughout our state should deem it a P~ 

and a pleasure to encourage those men at the head of the thre' 
Clubs. It does not take a Solomon to see what can be accot~P 
within a few years if we will devote our energies along this ]irtl 

A Message from the President 
CoNCERNJNG CL1Nrcs AT OuR STATE M EETJNG 1N Ar111 

Sometime ago our Secretary, Dr. Harry Bear, sent out a q 
naire to the entire membership in which several pertinent 'Id' 
were ask~d, two of which ';;ere most vital to the ultimate s~lt' 
our meetmg. They were: Wlhat do you most desire to be 
at the meeting?" and "Would you give a Clinic?" I regre.~ 
that we received very few answers to the first question wh1 ~ 
few e-ood fellows very cheerfully agreed to give clinics; but ,,;e 
enough of them. 

In view of these facts, your Clinic Committee, with the ~ 
of the limited amount of information that we received frortl tit' 
tionnaire, has already secured some of the most abie men in 1 
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ty to be · ·fi . . appear fore our meeting to give us a correct and sc1ent1 c 
~Sion of our daily tasks and our d~1ty to our fellow men. At the same 
tmell

th
e Clinic Committee feels as I do that we have a host of moSt 

ce ent · ' ' d "d d i_nen in our membership who are chuck full of goo I eas 111 
Than give us a variety of clinics well worth while. 

e ~t~dy Clubs should start right now and arrange to develop troup clm1cs 

•ff Th_e individual clinics are always good. Dr. A ~ay have a most 
i/dctiv~ way of treating Vincent's infection, pyorrhea treatment, or-

o 0 nt1c treat k" · h"l D C ' rnent, ma mg a certain type of crown, etc., w 1 e rs. 
1~~ ·•/~c., may not be so fortunate, and would benefit greatly by 

Tr c tnic. SO LET'S HAVE YOUR CLINIC. he c1· · 
~t t A mic Committee Harry Bear ( who works all the time on 
" a e ssoc· f k ' · I rou • d" . ia ion Wor ) and myself, cannot make a meeting un ess 

k :h tvidually contribute your time and energy. Accordingly, I 
line tiso;ho have not already volunteered to give clinics, to d~op a 
lnd I th" · R. H. Walker, Norfolk, Chairman of the Comm1tte~, 
i Youe tm ~now what your clinic will be. Don't fail me, boys, this 

r meeting, and not that of the officers. · 

Very sincerely, 

CHESTER B. GIFFORD, D. D. S., 
President. 

( Knocks and Bouquets 
Cornrnents abou h . . . 

t t e Septernber BULLETIN received in the recent quesuonna1re.) 

"V ery good b 
•~No. I ' u~ room for improvement." 
"Very knd~~ It can be rhade more attractive." 
"Y goo. 
"Res, for the first copy" 
" easonably so." . 
Yes fine" "V' . 

" ery good start." 
ButLETIN is O K " 

"O. K ·. · . 
"Y . for a beginning." 
''G es, very good." 

ood Work. Id l'k "1'00 ' wou 1 e to see more to it." 
much hot air; get down to business." ( Referring to meeting.) 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMEN~: 

The Other 346 Members 1 

The questionnaire sent out by this Association to its 410 111if, 

brought a ,reply of sixty-four card,. \Vhat about the other J,t-b, 

bers? 

Pertinent questions were asked in order to aid the officer~ 

conduct of the A%ociation and to make the 1 <)2..j. meeting at ~ 
the best in the history of the organization. The members \\'err 

to indicate the subjects they \\'C'rC most interested in. The si\l 

replies received gave only a fair estimate of what these member. 

interested in. It is assumed that the other 346 members arr 

well satisfied with the cone! uct of the Associa;ion, and are \\:ill 1 

leave its management in the hands of the officers who are their' 

representatives. The officers graciously accept this com pl i01C~ · 

trust that your intentions have not been misapplied. 

Are You Protected? I 

-i~ 
You are, no doubt, familiar with the condition of the gro11 , 

dency of malpractice suits again,t dentists. If you are proteC 

liability insurance this editorial is not intended for you. 
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ed very nature of our practice renders any practitioner liable to 
sue for 111 I - · · · 1· 

f a P1act1ce. o one 1s immune from such an eventua lty. 
c act that I 
11 h ' Y<>u 1ave practiced for a good many years and have not 

t reatencd , · I · · f · ! f 
111 f 11 it 1 a suit 1s no guarantee o you r continue( rec-

. rolrn the Prospect of such a contingency. You cannot take sol-
111 t 1e f I 

ties act t iat ) ou are conscientious in the performance of your 
•,andarek'llf! · d · f tiona! s 1 11 and careful, as this has happened to ent1sts o 

1 '. reputation and to men whose devotion to the be~t interest~ 
t 1e1r Patient· . . . 

Tl s 11 ,Is lwrond question 
iere haw h. . . . . . 

•1tinu f t(n n11m(•ro11s cases of 111alpract1ce s111h, and this will 
e, or ther(' . I I f I <l tak 

I 
rnn a II ays w ound unsrrupu ous pe-rsons rea ) 

ea1vanta"e<f f .. 1 ·1·1·. 1· I Pen I ,.., > pro ess1ona men. lh 1s somet 1111g t mt may 
w 1c11 11-r 1 . . . , -

1 
I 

nino- <',ht c,pcct 1t. You must guard against sue 1 a mp-
.., to Yours If 

d pr f . · e ; one case could he enough to ruin you financially 
1' o e_ s1onally. 

he V1r · · 
·oup Poli:,

1
,~

1
a,~tate I~en_tal Associ~ti--n, as an organi~atio~, has no 

rious l · 1 he Pnnc1ple of this form of protection 1s sound. 
ocal dent 1 · · · f · f ich th a soc1et1es have a group policy o protection o 

e 111en1bcr - · f 
rs have . . s are a part. In other mstances some o our mem-

1nd1vidual 1· . T . d . 
d this f ' P<> 1c1es. he group policy has a ded virtues, 

· orn1 shoul I b f h · h ate A . . c e encouraged even to the extent o av111g t e 
· SOC1at10 

By all n as a unit. 
means obt . 

·' am a policy of protection! Be insured! 

The s Dental Legislation 
tate Legislat . . . . 

Ve Corn111 - · ' uie is in session, and the work of your Legisla-
, 1 ittce will l . 1'1 . . . 
' a 1 who I JCgm. 11s 1s no eas) task for the Committee, 
As . 1ave had an op . f b . ·11 "f 1s usu l ' portun1t) o o se-r,1ng 11·1 test1 y. 

a on such · • 
> amend ti . . occas10ns, man) bills will be introduced eekmg 1e existing I 1 1 . 
ce of dent' . c enta aw. Our present la\\' regulating the prac-
. L tr} is ti I . . r1s Associat' . 1e cu m111at1on of the efforts of many members of 

1011 "ho , . . . . 
fC011Jplish gave unselfishly of thc1 r time and energies for the 
~f 111cnt of ti . 

eguard ti• , 
1 

iis purpose. It is the Association's purpose to 
'Ve l 1Is aw. ! n ace ! · I I · · I I A · · - ra Yea , ' ore ance 11·1t 1 t 11s w1s 1 t 1e ssoc1at1on, 

rs ago, adoptr ! . , 1 . . . " 
l a I eso 11t1on 1vh1ch provided that all mat-
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ters pertaining to dental legislation be referred to the apPo1 

Legi lative Committee for approval or disapproval and action tPI 

on." The Association again endorsed this policy at the Pint 

meeting last year. The Legi. lative Committee consists of tht 

lowing members: B. T. Blackwell, Chairman, Richmond; H. \\ 
Campbell, Suffolk; J. H. Costenbader, Norfolk; C. E. Cox, ~ 
W1 B. Fahrney, Timberville: A. Lee Penuel, Leesburg: A. f,. · 
Petersburg: \V. E. WQ1itt, Abingdon; John Bell Williams, Rich 

Annual Dues 

Bills for 1924 dues have been mailed to all members. Of th1 

members of the Association twenty-eight failed to pay their due' 

1923. These will receive bills for 1923 and 1924 dues. You 

note the increase of $1.00 for 1924. This fact was explai ned 

circular accompanying the statement for annual dues. 

Prompt payment of dues insures continuation of your active f 

bership in the American Dental Association, and assures you IP 

ceiving the lounzal uninterruptedly. An early settlement eliinl 

the receipt of any more bills and facilitates the work of the secre" 

office. 
Attention is directed to those few members who owe clues fo 

years, to Article V., Section 4, of the Constitution, which reads: 

member whose dues remain unpaid for tv.'o years after proper n 
tion by the Treasurer, shal l on close of the last day's session 

being announced in open meeting) be dropped from me!ll 

without any further action by the Association, unless otherwise 

ed by the Association." 

Dentists Exempt from Jury Duty 

At the 1922 meeting of the State Legislature, an amendment ft' 

law regulating jury duty was passed which provided that all dt 
in actual practice are exempt from jury duty. 



BEBU~L~L-=:------------------­
~TIN of the VIRGINIA STATE DENTAL AssOCIATION 23 

The Norfolk Meeting 
Mark ti -

ruesd 1ese dates off on your appointment book now: Monday, 
A.n? and Wednesday-April 28th, 29th, and 30th. 
Folloxc~llent Program of scientific papers has been arranged. 

)r. E: 'yng are some of the men who will appear on the program: 
,f bi~t · McCollum, of Baltimore, Maryland, on "The Relation 
.'reorgia to ~reventive Dentistry"; Dr. T. P. Hinman, of Atlanta, 
-ity 0'~ ?,n Oral Diagnosis": Dr. Henry S. Dunning, of New York 
)r. '1. F ~outh Sur~ery of Interest to the General Practitioner"; 
hidge \V/o k?,vestad, of Boston, l\Iass., on "Porcelain, Crown and 
•f Dent'- r , and Dr. W. B. Martin, of Norfolk, on "The Relation 

In ad is_t~y and Medicine." 
h~ v;ri!ition to the above, there will be a number of clinics covering 
''.111 also us t1~ses of dentistry. A large number of manufacturers 
:1nie on thx 1b1t at this meeting. They will be assigned a definite 

e Program. 

MONTICELLO HOTEL, NORFOLK, VA. 
CONVENTION HEADQUARTERS 
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