
Gloria Ku magai  ( Project Di rector). America's Women of Color: 
Integrating Cultural  Diversity into Non-Sex-Biased Curricula . (Newton,  
MA: Women's Ed ucationa l  Equ ity Act Pu l i shi ng  Center, 1982) 

F ive f i l mstrips, five tapes, five user's g u ides, fou r  manua ls, $56.00. 
I nd ivi dua l  pr ices as fol lows: Teacher- Training Manual, $7.25; Ele­
mentary Curriculum Guide, $6.75; Secondary Curriculum Guide, 
$5.75; Minority Women:  An Annotated Bibliography, $4.00; America's 
Women of Color (fi l mstrip, tape a n d  g u ide), $7.25; A merican Indian 
Women (fi l mstr ip,  tape and  gu ide), $5.75; Asian A merican Women 
(fi l mstr ip ,  tape and  gu ide), $6. 25; La Mujer Hispana : Mito y Realidad 
(fi l mstr ip,  tape and gu ide), $6. 50; Not About to Be Ignored (fi l mstr i p, 
tape and gu ide), $6.50. 

Order from: Educationa l  Development Center, 55 Chapel Street, 
Newton,  Massachusetts 02160 

This is an  extensive project with m u ltip le  uses for the classroom 
teacher or  d i rector of a mu lti-cu ltural ,  non-sex ist teachi ng  program. 
Ku magai  has d rawn o n  the resou rces of a n u m ber of persons to he l p  
write, test, a n d  eva l uate t h e  materia ls inc luded. 

The focus of th is  project is  on America's women of color­
American  I nd ians, Asian  Americans, H ispan ic Americans, and  b lack 
A mer icans. The fifth section co m pares and contrasts these groups 
with wh ite wo men,  d e m onstrati n g  si m i lar goals a n d  issues and  
showi ng  where the gro u ps d iffer i n  h istory, cu ltu re, and perspectives. 

The users' gu ides which accom pany each tape/f i l mstrip program 
i ncl ude the scri pt, additional resou rces, and sample lesson p lans.  Each 
program deals with the historical backgro u n d  of the group i n  America 
and  br ings the activities i nto the present with contemporary read i n gs 
and  examples. The sam ple lesson plans cover a l l  d iscip l i nes, provid i n g  
exercises appropriate for math, art, music, socio logy, l iterature, 
h istory, and other classes. Students us ing the exercises in the math 
lessons, for exa m ple, w i l l  become fami l iar  with the eva l u at ion of 
statistics, graphs, and budgeti ng .  Sensitive issues such as ster i l ization 
of American Indian women are i ncluded a long with appropriate 
read ing  materials and d iscussion questions. 

Perhaps the weakest e lement is the Elementary Curriculum Guide 
because of some of the assu m ptions i mpl icit i n  the lesson p lans. For 
i nstan ce, several p lans ask the stu dent to l ist "si mi larit ies and 
d ifferences between ourselves" (ital ics m ine) and Asian American, 
b lack American,  and American I nd ian females. The assu mption here 
seems to be that the lessons are for white chi ldren .  Another question  
asks the students if they know any  m inority women. Such exercises 
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might be appropriate for an all-white classroom, but there are fewer 
and fewer of such classrooms around. Obviously, teachers will have to 
make appropriate use of the material for their particular classrooms. 

One of the strongest statements made in the series is in the 
Secondary Curriculum Guide. In her essay, Suzanne Perry emphasizes 
the power of language : I llanguage is the medium through which we 
transmit culture." If we could get students to understand this concept, 
we would be on the way to helping them understand themselves, 
their own use of language to distort and stereotype, and the way 
language molds our perceptions of society. 

The flexibility and reasonable cost of this series make it a wise 
choice for school districts. Each filmstrip is short enough to use in a 
single class period and still allow time for discussion, and each guide 
provides a sufficient number of activities for varying skill levels and 
diverse subjects. The bibliography includes basic sources for librarians 
who wish to expand their multi-cultural holdings. 

The series would also be excellent for teacher training programs. 
There is enough information here to use both the visual and written 
media as models for students to develop their own materials for the 
classroom, or to modify the lessons to make them useful in a variety of 
settings. Students could take further advantage of these materials by 
using them as a foundation for preparing additional bibliographies 
and lessons plans. 

-Gretchen M. Bataille 
Iowa State University 

Arthur Dong (Producer). Sewing Woman. 16mm film, 15 minutes, 
black and white, rental $30.00 per showing, $45.00 two showings/one 
day; purchase $225.00, video (all formats) $195.00. Deepfocus Produc­
tions, 1548 Lombard Street, San Fransicco, CA 94123 (415-776-9049). 

Married at thirteen years of age to an unknown husband, and 
pregnant two months later ! How could her parents allow such a 
horror to happen? Zem Ping Dong would soon understand the 
Chinese way: to accept fate and do what must be done, regardless of 
th� cost. 

To the Euroamerican, this attitude seems reprehensible, but to 
many Asians it is  a way of life. Sewing Woman shows the Chinese way 
thro�gh the story of Zem Ping Dong, an immigrant woman. Disowning 

52 Explorations in Sights and Sounds. No. 3 (Summer 1983). 


