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Al though there i s  no s i ng l e  B l ac k  o r  Afr i ca n  wo r l d  v i ew , 
� ack Afr i can c rea t i ve wr i t i ng offers u s  a l terna t i ve pe r s pec t i ves 
to the Wes tern Eu ropean/Ame r i ca n  va l ue sys tem cha rac te r i z i ng the 
l i terature mos t  fam i l  l a r to u s . 

Bern th L i ndfors , p rofessor of En g l i s h  a nd Af r i ca n  l i tera t u re .  
Un ivers i ty of Texa s . Au s t i n ,  ha s comp i l ed a n  o u t s tand i n g too l fo r 
I systema t i c  a pp roac h  to the s tudy of B l ac k  Afr i ca n  a u t ho r s  who 
wr i te in Eng l i s h .  I t  i s  p roba b l y  the mos t comp rehen s i ve co l l ec 
t ion of i n forma t i on sou rces p resen t l y  a va i l a b l e  on t h i s  ma te r i a l  
liP to the end of 1 976 . 

i t  i s  i mportant to empha s i ze tha t the Guide con ta i n s commen ta ry 
on l y  on B l ack Afr i ca n s  wr i t i n g i n  Engl i s h .  a l t hough the a r t i c l es 
ci ted may""""be""wr i t ten by non -Afr i ca n s  i n  l a n gua ges o t h e r  t han En g l  i s h .  
Users shou l d  a I so be awa re tha t l i s t s  of c rea t i ve wo r ks a re t hem
selves genera l l y exc l uded . 

L i ndfors ha s done h i s  homewo r k , hav i n g exam i ned mo s t  of t he 
I tems h i msel f and i nd i ca t i n g w i t h  an a s t e r i s k  t ho s e  he ha s not 
been ab l e  to obta i n .  The Guide i s  d i v i ded i n to two ma j o r  pa r t s . 
The f i rs t ,  Gen re and Top i ca l  S t u d i es a nd Reference Sou rces , i s  sub
d Iv i ded i n to spec i f i c sec t i ons . i n c l u d i n g such top i c s a s  i n terv iews ,  censo rs h i p ,  fest i va l s ,  e tc . Many ent r i es ha ve b r i e f ex
planatory annota t i on s .  

The second pa r t  o f  the Guide i s  a n  a l phabet i ca l  l i s t i n g of 
Ind iv i dua l authors . L i ndfors s ta tes t he p r i ma ry c r i te r i on for 
inc l u s i on i s  a pa ge or mo re of commen ta ry i n  a seconda ry sou rce . 
Under each autho r  en t ry t he sou rces a re sepa ra ted i n to fou r c a t e 
gor ies : b i b l i og ra phy ; b i og ra phy a nd a u tob i og ra phy ; i n te rv i ews ; 
and c r I t i c i sm. There a re abunda n t  c ross refe rences to c i ta t i ons 
appea r i ng e l sewhere in the Guide . Sou rces fo r t h i s  comp i 1 a t i on 
are more than 500 per i od i ca l s  i n  l a nguages rang i n g  f rom Eng l i s h 
to Russ i a n  and pu b l  i s hed i n  Af r i ca ,  Eu rope , and t he No r t h  Ame r i ca n  
cont lnen t .  

One o f  the g rea tes t d e l i ghts for users o f  t h i s  book i s  i t s 
exce l 1 er.t i nd ex i n g .  There a re fou r i ndexes : a u t ho r , t i t l e ,  s u b
ject , and geog raph i ca l  • •  Fo r a ny scho l a r  i n  the f i e l d o r  1 i b ra ry 
Suppor t i ng an Afr i ca n  l i tera t u re co l l ec t i on th i s  wo r k  i s  a neces
sary acqu i s i t i on . 
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