
66  Exp Lorations i n  Ethnic Studies 

RONALD H .  BAYO R J  NEIGHBORS IN CONF L I CT : THE IRISH, GERMA NS, JEWS AND ITA L IA NS OF NEW YORK CITY, 1 9 29 - 1 9 4 1 .  B a l t i mo r e , M D . J o h n H o p k i n s U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , J u l y  2 0 ,  
1 9 7 8 . 2 3 2 p p . $ 1 4 . 0 0 . 

I n  t h i s  s tudy of a s e l dom-cons i d e red per i od of ethn i c  i nter
act i on ,  Bayo r  ha s p rov i ded a we l l -wr i t ten and  sol  i d l y  researched 
a pp ra i sa l  of g roup  conf l i ct i n  New Yor k  C i ty f rom 1 929 to 1 94 1 . He 
has  a ttempt ed to d i scover  the  reasons why conf l i c t  e rupted between 
certa i n  g roup s  wh i l e  others  rema i n ed q u i escent or  were reso lved . 
I f  we can  l ea rn f rom h i s to ry , t h i s  i nves t i ga t i on cou l d  serve as 
an i mportant  tex t . 

The o pen i ng cha p t e r  summa r i z i ng the s i tua t ion i n  1 929 d i scusses 
t he a reas  of s t rength  and weakne s s  for each of the four  groups under 
con s i de ra t i on :  the German Ame r i cans  he l d  a genera l l y  secure status 
i n  t he commun i ty ,  b u t  were  s t i l l  sma rt i ng from d i sc r i m i nat ion du ring 
Wo r l d  Wa r I ;  the I r i s h-Ame r i ca n s , un i ted by a conserva t i ve Cathol ic 
t rad i t i on ,  dom i na ted the po l i t i ca l  scene through the i r control of 
t he Democ ra t i c  Pa r ty , but  resen ted t he i r fa i l u re to ach i eve h i gher 
econom i c  pos i t i ons ; the  I ta l i a n-Ame r i cans , l agg i ng beh i nd the others , 
were  seek i ng i mp rovemen t i n  both  econom i c  and soc i a l  cond i t ions , 
bu t had ma i n ta i ned a wor k i ng re l a t i on s h i p  w i th other groups ; and 
t he J ews who we re r i s i ng rap i d l y  i n to the h i gher pay i ng pos i t ions 
a nd p rofes s i on s , fe l t s t ym i ed by t he i r  l ack  of po l i t i ca l  power . 

The ma i n  focus  of t he s tudy i s  the cons i de ra t ion of how loca l 
a nd i n te rna t i ona l even t s  exace rba ted some of the poten t i a l  conf l i cts 
between t hese  g roups  a nd i so l ates  fac tors  t ha t  b rought reso lut ion 
to some and  f r i c t i on to othe r s . Loca l i s sues wh i ch caused i ncreased 
f r i c t i on we re the  u neven d i s t r i bu t i on of po l i t i ca l  and econom ic  power. 
The  d i s sa t i sfac t i on of the  J ews and  I ta l i an s  w i th I r i sh pol i t i ca l  
dom i nance  wa s u s ed by F i o re l l o  LaGua rd i a  in  h i s  campa i gns for Mayor 
and  they gave h i m  the  suppo r t  he needed for h i s  e l ect ion .  As a 
resu l t ,  i nc reased  n umbers  of Jews and I ta l i an s  rece i ved pol i t i cal 
and pa r ty pos i t i on s  i n  the Repu b l i can Pa rty , and , i n  react ion ,  in 
t he Democ r�t i c  Pa r ty a s  we l l .  Econom i c  compet i t i on , he i ghtened 
by the  Depres s i on , i nc reased the  resentment of I r i sh and I ta l ian 
g roups  towa rd J ews . O f  the  i n terna t i ona l events , the r i se of H i t ler 
c rea t ed a poten t i a l l y  s e r i ou s  conf l i ct between the German-Ameri can 
popu l a t i on and  the  J ews . Love of t he i r n a t i ve l and mot i vated many 
G e rman s  to s uppo r t  the Bund d u r i ng i ts ea r l y  yea r s . A s im i l a r 
sou rce  of conf l i c t  ex i s ted between I ta l i an s  and  Jews as ant i 
Sem i t i c i sm esca l a ted u nd e r  Mu sso l i n i .  Fea r o f  Commun i sm l ed many 
I r i sh Ame r i ca n s  to suppo r t  F ranco du r i ng the  Span i sh C i v i l Wa r 
wh i l e  J ews were often p rom i nent  suppor te rs of the Loya l i sts . 

G i ven these and  other  sou rces of conf l i c t ,  Bayo r ana l yzes the 
reasons why conf l i c t s  occu red between some g roups  and  not others.  
The ca l m i ng of the potent i a l l y  exp l os i ve German-Jew i sh fr i ct i on 
was ach i eved , he fee l s ,  by the l eaders  of the  Ge rman-Ame r i can 

mmu n i ty who were appa l l ed by the excesses of the  H i t l er reg ime ��d pub l i ca l l y w i thd rew the i � suppo� t of the . Bund and  other re
l a ted p ro-Naz i g roups . I ta l i an J ew i s h  conf l i c t was aVO i ded 
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�ause Hus so � i n l I S  ant i - Sem i t i sm was not as  i n tegra l to Fa sc i sm �s 
It was to Naz i sm and because Jews and I ta l i ans  i n  New York had ma i n
ta i ned � cor� i a l  re l a t ionsh i p . W i th the  I r i sh . however .  the  fac
tors wh i ch m i gh t  have m i n i m i zed the f r i c t i on were m i s s i ng .  The 
strong ant i -Commun i s t s ta nce of the Church  l ed many of the i r l eaders 
to d i strust the I i be ra l  tendenc i es of the Jews thus p revent i ng any 
outr i ght condemna t ion of such i nf l amma tory spokesmen as  Fa the r 
Cough l i n .  As Wor l d  Wa r I I  l oomed .  the ant i -B r i t i s h  resentmen t of 
the I r i sh ran counter  to the ant i -German  sen t i men t of the Jews . 
�t unt i l  the war actua l l y  broke ou t d i d the l eadersh i p  of the 
Church take any act i on to qu i et rac i a l  tens i on s .  

The po l i t i ca l  campa i gns  o f  t he per i od wh i c h  began a s  veh i c l es 
for harness i ng ethn i c  t i es to ga i n  power ended by becom i ng po l a r i z
Ing agents themse l ves .  LaGua rd i a ' s  ea r l  i es t  campa i gns  encou raged 
I ta l i ans to support the i r coun t rymen , and h i s  woo i ng of the Jews 
I nc l uded efforts to denounce ant i - Sem i t i sm .  But w i t h  each succeed i ng 
campa i gn h i s  tact i cs a roused resen tmen t s ,  pa rt i cu l a r l y  w i th the 
Germans and the I r i sh t ha t  overrode mere pol i t i ca l  i s sues . Wha t 
had started as en l i ghtened se l f- i n te res t on LaGua rd i a ' s  pa r t  became 
a potent i a l l y  ser ious  sou rce of new conf l  i c t .  On l y  the wa r effort  
kept these factors f rom su rfac i ng ,  bu t rac i a l  conf l  i c t  d i d  exp l ode 
In  a few areas , two of wh i ch Bayor spot l i gh t s  - - i n  Wa sh i n g ton 
Heights and the Sou th Bronx , both  of wh i ch i nvo l ved Jew i sh- I r i sh 
frict ion . 

I n  h i s  conc l us i on , Bayor i so l a tes t he factors  t ha t  p roduce 
conf l i ct -- a sense of th rea t p l us an  exp l os i ve i ssue . Conf l i c t  
cou l d  be avo i ded i f  there were a n y  modera t i ng i nf l uences . H e  has 
presented the s i tua t i on for the fou r g roups i nvo l ved and has ex
p l a i ned why German and I ta l i an conf l i cts  were more muted than I r i s h .  

I n  assess i ng h i s  study , the rev i ewer faces a pecu l i a r  task .  
Usua l l y the focus shou l d  be exc l u s i ve l y  on the wr i ter ' s  i n ten t i ons  
and how wel l these a re deve l oped . But i n  th i s  case , there i s  a 
nagg i ng quest ion that goes beyond Bayor ' s  s ta ted i n ten t i on and  
threatens to overwhel m  t he va l i d i ty of the s tudy as  i t  i s  def i ned 
by the author . I s  i t  rea l l y  poss i b l e  to d i scuss ethn i c  con f l i c t  
i n  New York C i ty w i t hout any men t i on of  the B l ac k  commun i ty ?  The  
exi stence of th i s  subs tan t i a l , c l ea r l y  suppressed m i nor i ty a ga i ns t  
whom a l l wh i te estab l i s hed st ructu res were i n  substa n t i a l  ag ree
ment must  have had some effect . To wr i te abou t ethn i c  con f l  i ct i n  
New York w i thout such cons i derat i on seems to l eave a ser i ou s  gap .  
Desp i te the f i ne ,  scho l a r l y  work that Bayor has done th i s  unan-
swered quest i on l i m i ts i ts usefu l ness .  
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