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Russian society held Gypsies of this type in contempt, they 
cou ld enjoy Rom enacting a contrived cu ltu re for their enter­
tainment. Lemon notes in the introduction that this closely par­
al lels the experience of African-Americans in past decades 
whose only entre to success in the dominant culture was 
through entertainment or ath letics . 

The Rom of the Moscow Romani Theater also seem to 
have much in common with the Yiddish Theater tradition , with 
the exception that Yiddish theater was d i rected at an Eastern 
European Jewish audience.  Likewise, in the negotiation of 
Rom cu ltural identity it appears the closest paral lel in the U .S .  
i s  that of the Native American . Even today there remains a 
prejudice that those American Indians who do not look or act 
Indian ( in h igh ly stereotypic terms) are somehow not authentic. 

G iven the "performance" (Le. d ramatu rgy) context of 
Between Two Fires, this book should appeal to a variety of eth­
nic studies scholars .  It g ives a un ique insight into a l ittle-under­
stood group and offers food for thought about the role of pro­
jecting image for virtual ly any ethn ic minority. 

Cynth ia R. Kasee 
Un iversity of South Florida 

Jan Lin. Reconstructing Chinatown: Ethnic Enclaves and 
Global Change. (Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota 
Press, 1 998). Xix, 248pp., $49.95 cloth, $1 9.95 paper. 

I n  contemporary economic g lobal ization with its cross-bor­
der flows of labor and capita l ,  advanced and less advanced 
economies have become more integrated, and in certain 
respects the former have become more simi lar to the latter. For 
example, major American and European "global cities" such as 
New York and London have seen the g rowth of a lower eco­
nomic sector of low paying, labor intensive manufactu ring and 
service work alongside an upper economic sector of interna­
tional financial and corporate activity. This dual conceptual iza­
tion of cities is the framework Jan Lin uses to examine the influ­
ence of macro level g lobal forces on economic and social 
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change in a specific u rban m icro context, the ethnic enclave of 
New York Chinatown . The key to Lin's approach is that 
Chinatown itself contains both upper and lower economic sec­
tors , in particu lar transnational banking and h igh-end real 
estate investment as well as garment sweatshops , restau rant 
workers , and street traders .  

I n  separate chapters Lin describes the h istory and devel­
opment of Chinatown economy, labor struggles in  the garment 
and restau rant industries , the influx of overseas Chinese capi­
to l  and its effects on Chinatown , nearby satel l ite Chinatowns, 
commun ity- level pol itics , community relationships with federal  
and city governments ,  and cu ltu ral  rep resentat ions of 
Chinatowns and Chinese Americans. To cover this ambitious 
breadth of topics ,  Lin effectively uses mu lt iple sources of infor­
mation , such as demographic and labor statistics , f inancial 
data, experience as a participant observer in Chinatown organ­
izations,  and formal interviews with community leaders and city 
officials. 

The h igh l ight of Lin's book is his extensive analysis of cap­
ital flow from the Far East and effects on the banking industry 
and land market development in  Chinatown . Also noteworthy is 
h is d iscussion of government influences on the pace and d i rec­
tion of g lobal ization , for instance, New York City's economic 
and land use pol itics . City pol icies that intrude on Chinatown's 
economic activity or bui lt environment may provoke col lective 
commun ity reactions, including demonstrations and lawsuits . 
These col lective commun ity responses, which s imi larly target 
workplace and other issues, in turn have helped promote the 
ascendance of a new generation of activist leaders and organ­
izations that have challenged the hegemony of an older 
Chinatown el ite. Whi le Lin is correct in depicting Chinatown as 
factional ized with periodic sol idarity apparent in commun ity­
wide actions, h is analysis of the structure and dynamics of 
internal community power and confl ict is l imited and is the 
weakest part of his book. 

Urban Chinatowns often have been stereotyped as isolat­
ed, homogeneous, and un ified enclaves inhabited by mysteri­
ous and very foreign immigrants. L in 's Chinatown is more 
accurately characterized by economic inequal ity, social d iversi­
ty, pol itical confl ict, and the impacts of international economic 
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forces and government pol icies. Reconstructing Chinatown is a 
sign ificant contribution to the l iteratu res on g lobal ization , u rban 
pol itical economy, and Asian American commun ities . More 
important, it is a m i lestone in the recent trend of investigating 
ethnic commun ity change with in broad parameters .  

Russel l  Endo 
Un iversity of Colorado 

Chon A. Noriega. Shot in America: Television, the State, 
and the Rise of Chicano Cinema. (Minneapolis and 
London: University of Minnesota Press, 2000). Xi ,  328 pp. , 
$1 9.95 paper. 

Shot in America provides the reader with a complex his­
torical examination of the representation and exclusion of 
Ch icano fi lmmakers with in the American fi lm and television 
industry. This comprehensive study covers a forty-year period 
of pol itical activism by Chicano media makers .  Noriega's pow­
erful analysis begins with the relationship between Chicano 
"poetic consciousness" and social movements , the state , and 
mass media; fol lows the protests against the Frito Bandito 
commercials in the 1 960s, the media reform movement, the 
emergence and decl ine of Chino publ ic affai rs programming,  
and the rise of Chicano professional ism within  the independent 
sector; and concludes with a brief overview of the effects of the 
digital revolution and the g lobal media on contemporary 
Chicano media. The detai led descriptions of the strategies 
used by Chicano media activists and the subsequent methods 
employed by the mainstream industry to regulate thei r level of 
partiCipation greatly contribute to our  understanding of "cultu r­
al pol it ics ," racial and ethnic identity, the civi l rights movement, 
and the wider social pol icy impl ications of exclusionary tactics 
and stereotypes with in  the entertainment industries. 

Of special interest with in the field of race and ethnic stud­
ies are the th i rd and fourth chapters in which the author exam­
ines the effects of negative media portrayals and stereotypes 
on racial d iscrim ination and increasing social unrest during the 
1 960s and 1 970s. Noriega insightfu l ly i l lustrates the l ink 
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