
Ethnic Studies Review Volume 23 

John M.  Coward. The Newspaper Indian: Native 
American Identity in the Press, 1820-90. (Chicago: 
U niversity of I l l inois Press, 1 999). 244 pp., 1 8.95 
paper 

I t  wil l not come as news to people fami l iar with Native 
American h istory the role the print medium has played i n  
costructi ng publ ic images of indigenous Americans . What is  
refresh ing is the way i n  which Coward offers his i ns ights on the 
matter. He has chosen the period of the United States' most 
feverish expansion into ''the West," a time when newspapers 
and related print sources were most active in  defin ing now­
common stereotypes of both sides in the ensuing confl icts . 

Referring early on to meta-theory (such as Edward Said's 
work on "oriental ism" and the creation of "otherness") , the book 
p roceeds to examine how this often del iberate process was 
expedited by newspapers .  Author Coward chooses some spe­
cif ic events as examples of th is process , among them the 
Second Seminole War, the Cherokee Removal ,  the Fetterman 
and Custer "massacres," and the rehabi l i tation of Sitt ing Bul l 's 
image.  This technique of steering away from major trends i n  
depiction and general ized eras of pro- o r  anti- I ndian sentiment 
makes this a valuable read for h istorians, anthropologists ,  jour­
nal istic ethicists ,  and ethnic studies professionals. Although 
Coward notes these trends and shifts in  perspective he does 
readers the service of referring to particular events and figures 
us ing many quotations and noting the newspapers from which 
they are cul led. This al lows readers not only to fol low the rea­
son ing of the writer but also to draw some of thei r  own conclu­
sions by seeing the or ig inal statements .  

The Newspaper Indian also should be lauded for including 
the impact of the only consistently publ ished I ndian press of 
the t ime, that of the Cherokee. Coward shows how the 
Phoenix covered the Removal crisis and in  turn was some­
t imes repri nted in  the mainstream press. That the book does 
so recognizes the professional ism of the I ndian press and 
g ives what are often missing from such a volume:  instances in 
which the "others" play the major role in  construct ing the i r  own 
pub l ic image. 
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The i l lustrations are very helpfu l in capturing the non-ver­
bal aspects of newspaper image-making.  I n  a country where 
many non-I ndians were i l l iterate thence immune to journal ists' 
pronouncements the engravings which often graced periodi­
cals conveyed powerful messages. Some of these are printed 
in The Newspaper Indian along with pol itical cartoons and pho­
tos of major figures of the time. 

Most appeal ing to the scholar of Native American Studies 
is the wealth of notes fol lowing each chapter. The extent of 
Coward's research is evidenced by the generous number of 
primary sources he cites . This g ives the researcher i nterested 
in areas as diverse as "celebrity journal ism" (Sitting Bul l )  or the 
growth of "wi re services" (the s ingular power of the Associated 
Press in portraying American Ind ians as early as the 1 850s) ,  
for example, a variety of d i rections to pursue. Coward's dis­
cussion of the role played by personal letters that were often 
used as the basis for news articles demonstrates 
how l ittle value was placed on objectivity in the 1 9th century. 

The Newspaper Indian is a val uable addition to l ibraries 
interested in  p rovid ing resources for ethnic studies. 

Cynthia R.  Kasee 
University of South Florida 

Eric Greene. Planet of the Apes as American Myth: 
Race, Politics, and Popular Culture. Hanover, NH :  
Wesleyan University Press, 1 999. 248 pp., $1 7.95 
paper. 

Planet of the Apes ( 1 968) was such a hit movie that it 
spawned several sequels.  They included Beneath the Planet 
of the Apes ( 1 970) , Escape from the Planet of the Apes ( 1 97 1 ) ,  
Conquest o f  the Planet o f  the Apes ( 1 972) ,  and Battle for the 
Planet of the Apes ( 1 973) . I n  the 1 974 television season CBS 
broadcast the series "Planet of the Apes." N BC fol lowed with 
the animated Saturday morn ing series (September, 1 975-
September, 1 976) , "Return to the Planet of the Apes." Eric 
G reene clearly demonstrates that the Apes saga is l ittle  more 
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