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INTRODUCTION 

This issue of Explora tions in Eth n ic Studies brings in to focus 
the v i sion NAIES has had from the o nset, i . e . ,  the pursuit of 
"explorations and solutions" to prob lems wit h i n  the  context  
of oppression as they re late  to the  co l o u red eth n ic  m i nor ity 
exper ience i n  the  U .S .  a n d  other  p laces .  I n  two separate 
essays, Jack Forbes a nd Vi ne  De lor ia  p resent  i ssues wh ich  
eth n i c  stu d i es propon ents m ust address i f  s u ch study i s  to be 
via b le .  These wr i ters recog n i ze eth n ic stu dies as  be ing  about 
the business of e m power i n g  i n d i vid uals to be creative l y  
involved i n  the i r  fu tures .  Forbes and  De lor i a  present  vary ing  
perspect ives, reco g n i z i n g  t he h i story a n d  implicat ions  of 
fascism and  i nstitutiona l rac i sm o n  a g loba l scale as well as the 
more i m mediate policies such as aff i rmative act ion  and 
ethnic minor i ty preference.  

In  h i s  essay, F orbes traces the h i story of fascism from its 
roots to its current man i festat io n s  i n  the  Americas .  He points 
out  the  oppress ion  of I nd i a n s  in  the  A me ricas and ,  by 
extension, t h e  o p p re s s i o n  of i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  
everywhere. Forbes ma kes c lear ,  however, that oppress ion is 
by no mea n s  li m i ted to i nd i genous  pop u la t ions ;  part i cu larly 
by looking at histor ica l  and  co ntem porary pol it ics i n  the 
U n ited States, he s hows how fascism has  been a l lowed to 
f lou rish ,  a l be it i n  d i sgu ised forms,  in t h i s  country. 

Deloria co nt i n u es w here Forbes l eaves off by d i scuss i ng  
some speci f ic  exa m ples  of  inst i tu ti o n a l  rac is m in  th i s  cou ntry. 
He too poi nts out h ow accustomed we h ave al l  become to 
the pol i cies  wh ich  foster and  i ndeed e ncou rage racis m  and  
sexi s m .  We a re  a l l  g u i lty-cor po rat ions ,  t he  govern ment, 
those who do the hiring, a n d  even the  eth n i c  m i norities who 
aspi re to pos it ions  w i th i n  the  corporate str u cture . The 
recog n i t i on of the tang led webs we weave between  a n d  
a m o n g  the  part ies w ho perpetuate racist pol ic ies i s  w h at i s  
i m porta nt a n d  what ca n lead u s  to l i berat i o n  o f  ourse lves and  
freedom fro m the power of the corporate state . 
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The accompanying critiques of the essays are designed to 
strengthen and focus the issues by presenting a number of 
specific ideas which give credence to the more general topics 
of fascism and institutional racism. In particular, Shirley 
Vining Brown's response to Forbes's essay serves as a bridge 
for linking the topics. She focuses on contemporary political 
issues as they affect ethnic minorities today and forces us to 
visualize what the future will be without active intercessions 
on the part of knowledgeable persons. 

Charles C. Irby 
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Facism: A Review of Its History and Its Present 
Cultural Reality in the Americas 

J ack  D .  F or bes 

The I ta l i a ns may have g iven us the  word "fasci smo," bu t  
whet her  we  use  that  word or  the  Spa n ish  IIfa l ang i smo" or the  
Ge rman " Nat iona l  Socia l i sm" ( N a z i i s m) we a re  ta lki ng about 
a form of socia l organ izat ion  w h ich h as a complex h istory.  
I ndeed,  man y  persons  wrong ly  be l i eve t h at fasc i sm as  a 
po l i t ica l system f i rst ach ieved state power in  I ta ly  i n  t he 1920s . 
H oweve r ,  fa scis m in m odern t i m e s  first ach i e ved 
independent (so vereign) power in th e Americas-i n  the  
Argent ina  of J uan  Man ue l  de  Rosas  ( 1 830s) and  in  the  
Confederate States o f  Amer ica ( 1 860-1865) . 

The pos i t ion  deve loped h e re i s  tha t  t he re i s  a n  extreme ly  
c lose  re l at ions h i p  ex i st i n g  between fasci s m  a n d  co l o n ia l i sm 
(or  co nquest)  and t h at i t  i s  i n  con q uered reg ions  and  
especi a l l y  overseas co lon ies  that  fasci sm as  a c u l t u ra l  system 
i s  most  often n u rtu red h i stor ical ly. Fasc i sm i s  com m o n l y  
th ought of a s  a d ictators h i p  o f  t h e  " r i g ht" a n d  more preci se ly  
as a tota l ita r i a n  a u tocracy in  w h ich  the wea l t hy c lasses a nd 
com mercia l corpo rat ions  are protected i n  t h e i r  property by 
the  state and  exerc ise an i n f l u ent ial a n d  pr iv i leged pos i t ion .  
As a n  h i stor ica l l y  evolv i ng  ideo logy  a n d  cu l tu re, fasci s m  
co nta i n s  many  e lements borrowed fro m oth e r  systems. N o n e  
of its cha racter i st ics a re u n iq u e  per se; i t  i s  rat her  the  
co m binat ion a n d  use of t hese character i stics wh ich 
com pr ises the  d i st i nct ive  character  of fasc i sm . 

Certa i n  key ele ments mus t  be present  before a system can 
be ca l led  fascist . Key cha racter i s t ics i nc l u d e :  (1) a u t hor i tar i an  
govern me nt; (2 )  a one-party o r  one- ideo l ogy  system; ( 3 )  
wea l thy-class d o m i n a nce;  ( 4 )  m il i ta r i sm a n d  a m i l i tary 
t radit ion  where warfare is exa l ted ; (5 ) a c lose i nter lock 
between powerf u l  commerc ia l  i n terests and the state,  w i th  
generous  prof i ts  fo r  t h e  former ;  (6 )  a n  object o f  ha te  ( a n  
II ant i"  ideo logy) used to ga lvan i ze the  masses s uc h  as  an t i
Com m u n ist or Socia l i st, a nt i-b lack,  ant i - I n d i a n ,  a nt i - l abor  
u n ions ,  an t i -J ewis h ,  an t i-Protestant ,  a n d  ant i - Cat h o l ic;  (7 )  an  
exalted sense of  "miss i o n ," "dest i n y," and "su per ior i ty," 
such as  s u per-race ideas,  " ma n ifest dest i ny ,"  a n d  crusad ing 
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zeal; and (8) the mobilization of the masses in such a manner 
as to control their thinking and to use mass-support to crush 
"enemies" where the masses are "pursuaded" to act against 
their own class interests. In addition to the key elements, 
there are certain secondary characteristics which are usually 
present to one degree or another. 

These secondary characteristics include: (1) religious 
bigotry, racism, and conformity-uniformity; (2) a distrust of 
outsiders and "foreign" ideas, i.e., a cultivated hyper
nationalism; (3) imperialism and colonialism; (4) the use of 
secret organizations and right-wing terrorist groups to 
silence opposition or to control the "enemy"; (5) brutal 
assassinations and terror, to immobilize the "enemy" and the 
"neutral"; (6) systematic spying on citizens and thought
control; (7) control of media; (8) "ghettoization" or 
imprisonment or even elimination of "undesirables"; (9) the 
use of an established church or state-dictator cults to create 
loyalty; and (10) the use of pageantry, ceremonies, and other 
evocative tools to control the masses. 

It should be understood that we are not always talking 
a bout "one-man" dictatorships. More often than not the 
dictator-leader, although appearing to the public as a 
decisive individual possessing total power, is financed by, 
and must share power with, a less well-known grouping of 
wealthy people such as military officers and clerics. In the 
Confederate States of America or in modern South Africa, 
the leader might be elected (selected is a better word) by a 
one-party society which allows no other ideological choice. 

It should also be clear that not all authoritarian societies are 
fascist. To put it simply, traditional oligarchical or autocratic 
systems can allow for great ethnic diversity, religious 
tolerance, justice for peasants, and freedom of speech, 
depending upon the circumstances. It might be added, too, 
that in fascist states leaders normally lack any hereditary or 
traditional right to rule, which might be one explanation for 
the tactics often employed to guarantee the retention of 
power. But" newness" to power is not an absolute condition. 

Fa scism often a rises when the wealth y classes or some 
oth er privileged group (including in some cases, the middle 
or working class) feels threatened with a loss of wealth or 
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position. The weal thy class typ ica l ly  supports a d ictator  o r  a 
m i l i tary j u nta i n  order to crush t h e  opposi t ion .  On the other 
hand, fa scis m can also develop beca use of the fear of n ot 
being a ble to grab enough "loot" or wea lth. Such a cond i t ion  
e merges i n  t he deve lopmenta l  stages of col o n ia l i sm and  
under  s lavery systems when  a n  ava r i ci ous  colon i a l -sett ler  
populat ion  i ns ists u po n  ens lavi ng  I nd i a ns o r  b lacks i n  sp i te of  
the lack of a n y  lega l bas i s  for  do i n g  so a nd the  lack of any  fear 
of a ttack or  oppos it ion .  

Th ese are  e lements usua l l y  p resent  i n  more  modern forms 
of fascis m :  prevent i ng  the  loss  of  wea l th  and pr iv i lege, and 
e n hanci n g  opport u n it ies  for acq u i r i n g  new wea lth- usual ly 
at the e x pense of l ands  to be con q uered, workers to be 
exp lo i ted,  s l aves to be se ized ,  or  property to be conf iscated.  
The prospect of ga i n i n g  more wea l th  h e l ps ,  of cou rse, to 
e n l i st the suppo rt of avar ic ious  sectors of the lower-class . 

The Origins of Fascism 

Fascism is n ot m erely political in  the narrow sense. It is 
m ore correctly cultural phenomena, crossing into virtua lly a ll 
sph eres of beha vior. I t  may be we l l  sa id  t hat a fasci st 
move ment and a fascist state a r i se  o n ly i n  a cu l tu re wh ich 
a l ready has fascist  tendencies .  The te ndencies  or  e lements 
seem to a r i se  in d i fferent t i mes and p l aces but grad ual l y  
come to be part of the  cu l tura l  baggage of a great many 
peoples .  

Fascis m ,  o r  at  t he very least i ts  key e lements,  or ig i nates i n  
colon ies  o r  i n  o ut ly i ng  areas b e i n g  ra ided o r  conquered . I n  
fact, many  such s i tuat ions ,  a n d  especi a l l y  where sett le r
populat ions  are  i nvolved,  are a l m ost i n herent l y  fascistic due 
to the  very natu re of con q u est  and exp loi ta t ion .  Wh en 
fascis m occurs in  the m etropolis (th e  center of the empire) it 
is ess entially the bringing into that center of  th e politics a n d  
va lues o f  th e colony o r  the p eriphery. In  s h ort, th e colon ial 
system conquers th e metropolis. 

It is p robab ly· out  of con q u est and co l o n i a l i s m  that  r i g id  
systems  of  socia l  strat i f i cat i o n  f i rst a ri se .  T h i s  happens 
because the  or ig i n a l  nat ives (th e  conquered) a re  red uced i n  
statu s  o r  because s laves and workers are i ntrod uced from 
conquered areas,  o r  b0tb. Such a situat ion appears to have 
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developed i n  a nc ient  Egypt as we l l  as i n  other  ea r l y  e m p i res .  
Systems of co ntro l  m ust be deve loped to prevent the lower 
c lasses and s laves from rebe l l i n g  or act i n g  as  free persons .  

I n  t h i s  context con ce pts  of �uhura l s u per ior i ty, mess i a n ic 
d esti ny ,  a n d  re l ig ious  b igotry seemed to a r i se q u ite ear ly i n  
the  Middle  Eastern area .  The oppress ion  of the Hebrews as  
s laves d u r i n g  the  "ca pt iv i ty" period and  t h e  a l l eged p la n  to  
v i rt u a l l y  exte rm i nate them would seem to ma rk  such a 
deve lopment .  O nce the Hebrews escaped,  h owever, they  
i nvaded Cana a n  as  a "chosen people" a n d  proceeded to  
i nf l ict  a n a na lagous  system u pon  the Ca n aa n ites .  The attem pt 
to s u pp ress the  worshi p of Baa l  a n d  other  Ca naan ite de i t ies  
wou l d  seem to mark  a n  especia l l y  ser ious  t u r n i n g  po in t  i n  
h u ma n  h i story s i nce i t  i n d icates the  appea rance o f  rel i g ious  
e xc l usiveness a n d  bigotry, a character i s t ic n ot genera l ly 
com mo n  to ear l ie r  em pi res . 

The t heocrat ic Hebrew state, wi th  a c lose inter lock 
betwee n  the pr iesthood and the govern ment  ( in  fact , with 
the d e n i a l  of any govern ment but  the p riesthood d u r i ng 
certa i n  per iods ) ,  creates the  bas i s  for the  more modern 
i d e o l o g ica l l y - e xc l u s i ve s ta te. I ntole ra n c e  a nd bigotry 
beco m e  virtues, signs of piety as it were, i n  a society  gea red to 
the idea l of  total  a nd massive obedience to a "divine" la w. 

Q u ite c lear ly ,  when  " law" is  " god - made" rathe r  t h a n  m a n
made,  o n e  enters i nto a ser ious ly  c i rcu mscri bed po l i t ica l
i d eo log ica l  game .  C h ri st i an i ty and  I s l am,  at a later  d ate, tend 
to i n her i t  th i s  or ientat ion and  "the one  t rue  fa i th"  idea wi th  
an  e l aborate set of  "sacred" ru les (t he B i b le ,  the  Kora n) 
cont r ib utes to t h e  rise of the  mono l i th ic ideolog ica l cu l t .  
juda i sm,  C h r is tia n ity,  I s l am,  a n d  Marx i st- le n i n is m  are a l l  
s i m i la r  cult u ra l  m a n i festat ions  featu r i ng t h e  "true be l iever" 
wi th  " t rue  doct r i n e" written down i n  some book. The 
frequent into lerance and inflexibility characteristic of the  
j u d a e o - C h r i s t i a n- I s l a m ic-Marxi st-leni n i st t r ad it ion i s  a 
potent factor  a lso in the  r i se of fascism. I t  shou ld  be n oted,  
however ,  t hat the  sacred books of the  jews, C hr ist ia ns, 
Mus l i ms, a n d  Marx i sts a l l  possess eno ug h  ambigu i ty  to 
provide for m u lt iple i nterpretat ions, once � iteracy . is 
wid esp read .  Al so, some of the "ru les" therein may l imit 
certa i n  k i nds  of a rb i t rary abuse of  h u m a n  be ings, w h ile other  
" rutes" foster oppress io n . 
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I t  i s  worth not i ng  t h at a l l  of the  ear ly  " mess i a n ic" re l i g ions  
used m obs to  dest roy the i r  enemies ( i t  was  a mob t hat 
conde m ned Yos h u a -J es u s  to be crucif i ed ) .  C h r i st i a n  a n d  
I sla m ic mobs have bee n used f o r  a l most 1500 years,  off and  
on,  to destroy r i va l  temp les,  l i b ra r ies ,  schools ,  sects,  e t  cetera, 
and  to l iquidate or i n t i m i date "enemies ." The use of the 
religious mob a s  a polWca/-religious tool m ust be considered 
to be a key «invention" in th e rise of proto-fascism. 

" Mob" mea ns  more t h a n  j ust the  masses t h rowi n g  rocks or 
b u r n i ng; i t  a lso means  "frenz ied"  a rm ies of t rue  be l ievers as 
in the I s l am ic conq u ests a n d  Chr i st i an  "crusades ."  Mobs ca n 
be a r med wi th  "ser ious"  weapons  a n d  ca n be  i nd uced to d ie  
a n d  k il l  fo r " God " or ideol ogy (even  t ho u g h  some of the  
leaders of such  a r m ies  may be more i nterested in  prof i t  than  
in  deat h ) .  

Between 400 c. E .  a n d  1 700 C . E . proto-fasc i sm comes very 
close to be ing  fascism, per se, as a part  of the  creat ion  of 
Ch r i st i an  a n d  I s l am ic societ i es a l lowi n g  for l i t t le  o r  no d i ssent 
fro m orthodoxy.  Fasci s m  largely waxes and wa nes accord i ng 
to the  fervor of the  " fa i th fu l"  a n d  perhaps i t  i s  best merely to 
say t hat ,  i n  general, a fascist  sp i r i t  i s  often  offset by k i ngly or 
govern mental des i res to create stab le ,  rat iona l  states w i th  
wid espread trade a n d  co nsequ e nt ly  some to lerance of  
reli giou s  mi nor i t ies ,  e .g . ,  I s la m ic fervor  s u bs i d es in  favor of 
allow i n g  J ews a n d  C h r i st i an s  to ex i st so long  as  the  latter  pay 
taxes a n d  keep out  of s ight . 

The Roman  State also had a ro le i n  t h e  evol u t ion  of fasc i sm 
or proto-fasc i sm,  espec ia lly a f ter  the  fall of the rep u b l ic. The 
military rulers who often dominated Rome from Julius 
Caesar  o nward had freq u ent  reco u rse to t h e  use of mobs, 
pr ivate a rm ies, terror i sm, spyi ng ,  assass i na t ion ,  c i rcuses for 
the masses,  and s lave labor .  ( C h ri s t i a n s  and Jews both 
beca me " e n e mies" d u r i n g  the l ate  d ays of  the e m p i re . )  Th i s  
te n d e ncy cont i n u ed w i th  the  Byza nt i ne State, o f  cou rse .  
Reference i s  a l so made to "state cu l ts ,"  d ictator wors h i p, and 
t h e  l i ke .  

W i t h  t h e  Roman  a n d  other  e m p i res o f  t h a t  e r a ,  we rea lly 
see the  po l i t ics of the  co lony "co m i n g  home"  to the  
metropolis w i th  a vengea nce so  tha t  Rome acq u i red the  
character i st ics of a co lony itself-so d i d  Athens  and  
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Consta n i tnop l e. The metropo l i s  ca me to be f i l l ed  w i th  n o n
c i t i ze ns,  many  as s laves, who became a foreig n  and 
colo n i a l i zed mass th reaten i n g  stabi l ity. The non-c i t izens ,  of  
cou rse, had to be cont ro l led by force and other com parab le  
means .  Externa l  "enemies" were a lso created by means  of 
imper ia l i s m .  For  example ,  Carthagi n ians,  Germans,  Gau l s,  
T urks ,  and others,  a nd the constant threat posed by them,  
h e l ped to j ust i fy the  deve lopment o f  a warfare-state w i th  
i nte rna l  contro ls  becom i n g  more r i g id  a s  t ime passed. 

After  the tr i u m ph of C h ri st ian i ty  i n. Eu rope i t  was re l i g ious  
b igotry and  war- lord des i res to crush  the  peasa ntry which 
created q uasi -fascist cond i t ions  in many areas, especia l l y  
du r i ng  t h e  1 500s and  1600s . Joh n Calv i n's theocracy i n  
Ge n eva, the  Cat h o l ic "reconquest" state i n  Spa i n ,  and  many 
lu thera n  areas in  Germany,  to ment ion but  a few, serve as 
exam p l es of fascist or  near ly  fascist s i tuat ions. 

S pai n p resents an i n terest i ng  exa mple, because i t  was a 
case where  Jewish, Protestant,  and Moor i sh "th reats" were 
u sed to j ust i fy ra m pant m i l itar i sm,  terror i sm,  t h o u ght
contro l ,  ideo log ical  conformity, and  the  destruct ion  of 
t rad i t ions  of pop u lar part ic i pation (as in Arago n ) .  The  
expu l s ion  of the  Jews, and  l a ter  of the  Moors,  t h e  I nq u i s i t ion ,  
t he  expropr iat ion  of J ewis h  and  Moori s h  property,  
aggress ive m i l i tary adventur i sm, and the wars agai nst  
Granada, M orocco, and the  Nat ive Amer icans  a l l  rem i n d  us  
very m uch of a co l o n ia l i st-fasci st society .  

Mobs were certai n l y  used aga i nst the  Jews in Spai n and 
spy i n g  was widespread to d i scover " re lapsed" converts or 
Protestan ts .  The S pan i sh  masses, too, were a l l owed to 
part ic i pate to a degree in the " loot i n g" of the Amer icas. The  
wealt hy  c lasses, mercant i l e  a s  wel l  a s  lan d l ord,  part ici pated 
f u l l y  in the prof i t- tak i n g  of the "reco n q u est" and of t h e  
e m pire overseas. The  Spain o f  P h i ll i p I I  was a fascist state .  
P h i l l i p  I I 's state was more v io lent  and more genocidal  t han 
the falang i st Spain of F ranci sco F ranco ( 1935-1970s ) .  F ra nco at  
l east a l l owed Jews and Protestants to  meet  beh i nd c losed 
doors in b u i ldings with no  signs o r  symbols  on them,  even if 
com m u n i sts, social ists ,  a n d  anarch i sts were h u nted down.  
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Fascism in the Americas 

Whatever we may t h i n k  about  post- Fe rd i n a n d  Spa i n ,  it i s  
c lear  tha t  t h e  S pa n i s h  col o n i a l  a reas overseas rece ived a 
" heavy dose" of fasci s m  a n d  developed t h e i r  own var ia t ions  
thereof. I t  i s  i m portant  to look br ief ly  at  a S pa n i s h  colony 
such as Ca l i for n i a  o r  New Mex ico to a n a lyze the fascist 
cha racter i st i cs present even in f ront ier  a reas  of the e m p i re.  

L i k e  most of the C h r i s t i a n  and I s l a m i c  e m p i res after about  
400 C . E . ,  the  Span i s h  State was a n  " ideo log ica l  e m p i re" as  
we l l  as  a prof i t-seek i n g  one .  Th us,  i n  Ca l i forn i a ,  New Mexico, 
a n d  elsewhere,  no ideo log ica l  devia t ions  were to lerated 
whatsoever .  I nd i a n s  m ight mere ly  be l a shed or  i mpr i soned 
for non-Catho l i c  pract ices but  S pa n i s h-spea k i ng persons 
co u l d  be executed for  heresy o r  "re la pse" i n to J uda i sm or 
I s l a m .  U n orthodox books were b u r n e d ,  a l though ,  i n  fact  few 
people were l i terate e n o u g h  to read t h e m .  We are focus i n g  
on a n  a l m ost com p l ete ly  c losed society,  a n d  a very b igoted 
one i ndeed . 

The out ly i ng  S pa n i s h  colo n i es were a l l  o rgan i zed a long  
m i l i tary l i nes  a n d  a l l  deci s ions  or i g i n ated at  h i g he r  levels. The  
wea l th ie r  Spa n i s h-speakers were rewarded wi th  generous  
gra nts of I nd i a n  land and labor  and everywh ere t h e  Spa n ia rds  
a n d  the i r  m i xed-rac i a l  d esce ndents c lear ly  co m prehe nded 
the  soci a l  and  eco n o m i c  benef i ts  to  be derived f rom the 
exp lo i tat i o n  of the I ndia n  ( a n d  Afr ica n )  masses .  The ru le  
ca me to be c lea r l y  deve loped and re m a i n s  true today i n  
much  of the  A mer icas: t o  b e  I nd i a n  i s  t o  b e  exp lo i tab le; to . e 
a civilizado ( mest izo, l ad i no ,  w h ite) person i s  to be ab le  to do 
th e  exp lo i t i n g . 

. 

At t h e  bott o m  of society i n  Ca l i for n i a  a n d  New Mex ico 
were the  n i nety to n i nety-f ive perce n t  of the  popu lat i o n : t he 
Nat ive Peop le .  They  were den ied v i rt ua l l y  a l l  c iv i l ,  po l i t i ca l ,  
h u ma n ,  and re l i g ious  r ights  and were  regarded lega l ly a s  
c h i ld r e n .  Ten s  of thousands  d ied  in  t h e  so-ca l l ed " m i s s ions ," 
especia l l y  i n  Ca l i forn i a ,  w h i l e  m a n y  others per i shed  i n  
warfare o r  fro m d i sease and  loss o f  reso u rces. A l l  h a d  to work  
for the Spa n i a rds ,  e i ther  in  the  " m iss ions ,"  a s  peones, or  a s  
t r ib uta ries o b l i ged to pay taxes  to a feu d a l  overseer. 
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Not h i ng i s  lack i n g  for ma k i ng th i s  fascist system: b i gotry,  
cru sa d i n g  zea l ,  racia l  s u per i or i ty i deas,  spy i ng ,  terror ,  
p rotect ion  of the  wea l thy  c lasses, a u tocracy, an "enemy" 
( the  I nd i a n ,  a nd especia l l y t h e  " u ntamed" or " u nconverted" 
I nd i a n)-a l l  these cha racter i st ics were present ,  a long w i th  
the spectacle p rovi ded by Catho l i c  ceremon i a l i s m  and 
prof i t - ta k i n g  by t h e  wea l thy  classes .  We ca n even  say t hat 
mobs  were present ,  s i nce the genre de razon ( the  "c ivil i zed") 
a lways  consp i red to keep the  I nd i a n  u nder  control  ( and ,  of 
co u rse,  co l o n i a l  mobs actua l l y  rebe l led  aga i nst Spa n i s h  
i m pe r i a l  refor ms i n  b o t h  Mexico and  Peru) .  

Apo log is t s  for t h e  Spa n i sh  E m p i re may wr i te le ngthy  books  
about  the  " ru le of l aw" wh ich  attempted to v iew the  I nd i a n  
a s  a "h u ma n  bei ng"  w i t h  certa i n bas ic r i g hts,  b u t  t h i s " r u l e  of 
law" fa i l ed to operate  in the overseas a reas of the e m pi re. St i l l  
fu r ther ,  even i f  I nd i a ns cou ld  not  i n  t h eory b e  e ns laved 
(except i n  "just" wa rs) or  tota l l y  depr ived of usuf ructary  l and  
r i g hts  t hey st i l l  cou l d  ha rd l y  ever be o the r  t h a n  a 
bra i nwashed rpro leta r i an  i n  a fascist  cu l tu re .  And they  
certa i n ly were go i ng  to s tay  near  the bottom,  law or  n o  law.  

I t  i s ,  of  cou rse, s i g n i f ica nt to poi nt out  that  t he  Nat ive 
People ' s  worst e n e m ies u sua l l y  were the  Spa n i s h  col o n i al 
set t lers  i n  the  post-conquest per iods .  For  example, col o n i a l  
sett l e rs ca u sed the  I nd i a n  U n ivers i ty of T late lo lco to b e  
s u pp ressed out  o f  fear t h a t  a ca pab le  Nat ive Mex ican  
i n te l l i gents i a  wou ld su rvive the  co nquest a nd c h a l l e n ge 
E u ropean  pr iv i lege .  I n  genera l ,  the attitude of settlers in 
co lonia l  regions tends always to be more fascist, racist, and 
exploit ive tha n  are a t t itudes in the metropolis. A l though ,  i n  
t h e  case o f  Spa i n ,  i t  shou ld  b e  poi nted out  t hat I nd i a n  s l aves 
were sent  to S pa i n  to jo in  the b lacks and Moors a l ready i n  
that  co u n t ry, b u t  there i s  no  i n d icat ion  t hat a "U n ivers i ty  of 
Tlatelolco" for s u ch persons wou l d  have been tolerated i n  
t h e  metropo l i s  e i ther .  B ut,  o f  cou rse, we m ust rem e m ber  that 
southern  Spa i n  i t se l f  was a co lony wh ich  was o n l y  conq u e red 
in 1 492.  

In  sp i te  of the  rhetor ic of the  wars of  i n dependence,  the 
fasc ist  t rad i tion of Spa n i s h  co lon i a l i s m  has  often t r i u m phed 
in  m uch  of Lat i n A me rica. H owever, before d i scuss i n g  the 
post- i ndepende nce era,  let us  look at t h e  Br i t i sh  colon ies  to  
see where fasc is t  cha racter i s t ics a l so a ppea r .  
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There- are a reas w here fasci s m  e merged i n  the  Ang l o
Saxon e m p i re, a lways in con nect ion  with set t ler-co lonia l i s m .  
T h e  f i rst i s  i n  I re land ( and especia l ly U lster a nd "th e  Pa le"). 
The second is in Pu r i ta n New Eng land .  T h e  third is in V i rg i n ia ,  
South Caro l i na,  a n d  the  s l ave  co l o n i es of  Barbados, J ama ica, 
and e lsewhere .  Th ree patterns emerge-a l l  are com parable 
in  t hat conquered or  "enemy" populat ions  such as I r i sh ,  
I nd ians,  and  Afr icans are to  be contro l led, removed, reduced 
to cheap l abor, or  ensl aved . 

I n  I re l and  every effort i s  made to s u ppress t h e  nat ive I r i sh  
re l i g ion ,  l anguage, a n d  soc ia l  structure. large a reas a re 
cleared of I r i s h  i n hab itants and  loya l  sett le rs are i ntroduced.  
The sett le rs ,  in tu rn, become part i sans  aga i nst the I r i sh ,  
he lp ing  the  e m p i re to reta i n  contro l .  A fascist system 
d evelops in w h ich  " mobs" of the Orangemen ("Scotch
I r i sh" )  a re used to he lp  s u ppress the  "w i ld"  I r i sh .  Re l ig ious  
b i g o t r y ,  i n t e r - et h n i c h a te ,  t h e  p o p i s h  " e n e m y ," 
a uthor i tar i a n  govern ment, and so o n ,  a l l  he l p to give a 
fascist ic character to the  I r i s h  conquest .  A nd i t  i s  s i gn i f icant  to 
note that t h e  Orange e lemen ts,  when  they m ig rated to 
Pen nsylvan i a ,  V i rg i n ia ,  Ten nessee, a nd Kentucky took the i r  
fascist tendencies w i th  them,  wi l l i ng to t reat the Nat ive 
Americans  as they  had the  I r i s h .  

I n  Massachusetts the  Pur i tans  were car r ie rs of J o h n  Calv in's 
rel i g ious  b igotry and theocrat ic-cap i ta l i st po l i t ics . The 
struct u re of government  was  n o m i n a l l y  rep u b l ica n but  
actua l l y  was a o n e- party, one- ideo logy o l i garchy. D i ssent was 
not to lerated . Quakers, Ba ptists, U n i tar ia ns,  Catho l ics, a nd 
others were ban ned .  Native A mer icans  and  b lacks  were 
e ns laved, w h i l e  the  I nd i a n  "ene my" and  t h e  F re nch served 0 
j u st i fy the  use of mil i tary mobs .  T h e  P u r ita n o l i ga rchy beca m e  
wea l th ier as the  years w e n t  by w h i l e  t h e  I nd i an a n d  b l ack 
peop le  were caused to l ose  property steadi ly or  were 
p reclu d ed from ga i n i ng a ny .  

fascist tendencies ,  nonethe less, d ec l i ne d  in  N ew Eng land 
after 1700 o r  so probab ly  beca use the  i nterna l  "enemy" ( the  
non-wh i tes )  were  red uced in  n u m be rs and  the  externa l  
"enemies" were  n o  longer an i m med i ate  threat .  Ma ny  other  
factors m i t igated aga i ns t  fascis m  also: a h i gh  l iteracy rate, so i l 
cond i t ions  favori n g  sma l l  farmers ,  a n d  others w h ich  a re 
beyond t h e  scope of t h i s  presentat ion .  
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In the s lave co lon ies
· 

froni Maryland  southwa rds to 
Barbados t r u ly fascist systems evolved w h ich are especia l l y  
s
·
i g n if icant  because t hey cont in ued to  th r ive fo r  many 

d ecades; the  cont i n e nta l  ones evolved eventua l l y  i nto the  
Confederate States o f  A merica . I t  i s  to be u n de rstood tha t  
many  w h ite readers w i l l  ba l k  at pict u ring the  society of 
Thomas  J efferson ,  Ja mes Mad iso n, Wil l ia m  Byrd,  George 
Was h i n gton,  and Robert E.lee as bei n g  fascist .  The romantic 
p i ct u res we have of genti l ity, cu lt ivated mi nds,  e l ite 
l iberal i s m, beaut ifu l  homes, and f ine man ners often do n ot 
a l low us  to see the s lave cabins, the  whips, the  a rmed patrols ,  
the l ynch i ngs and tortu res, and the  other mechan i sms of 
terror and exp loitat ion .  Nor  are we usua l l y  able to see the  
extreme ava riciousness o f  the p lanter  a ristocracy and  t h e i r  
con s�a n t  se izure  of I nd i a n  l ands  and black  bod ies .  

let u s  bear in  min d  that fascism, a l though a bruta l  system,  
often erects spendid pa laces, mon u me nts, and  p u b l ic works .  
And  certa i n l y  the  ru l i n g  fascists, whether  cap i ta l i sts,  la nded 
a r i stocracy, genera ls ,  or  pol i t ical  leaders, can exh ibit ,  at the  
p roper t i me,  cu l t ivated tastes in w i n e  and mus ic, in  art,  and  
l ux u r ious l iv ing .  

We m u st n ot i magine fascists to a lways look l ike  wi ld-eyed 
b rutes with sharpened teethl S i nce fascis m  is a lways 
i nter locked w i th  wea l thy class i nterests, we m u st expect to 
f i n d  t h e  wea l thy  class culture  of le is u re very m uch present i n  
a n y  fascist  society. The bruta l i ty o f  fasc ism i s  a l most a lways 
d i rected at the "enemy," not at the r u l ing  classes. O n e's 
impressions  of a fascist or quasi-fascist society can easily vary 
accord i n g  to whether  one contacts i t  at the  u p pe r  levels or  at 
the slave ca m p-pr ison cam p  levels, whether  one v is i t s  
wea l thy  f ri ends  or  i s  forced to dwe l l  in  pro letar i an  s l u ms,  
whether  one flies on  jet  p lanes or  travels on second-class  
buses. 

We see what  we wa nt to see when v i s i t i ng  p laces i n  South 
Afr ica or lat i n  Amer ica today, and  we see what we want  to 
see when roma nt ici z ing about the  South of Jefferson and 
lee.  The  rea l i ty i s  that  the economic system of V i rg in i a  and 
the  rest  of the  South was based o n :  ( 1 ) the  naked se i z u re of  
Nat ive land and resou rces,  (2) constant  aggress ion aga i n st 
I nd ia ns,  (3) cheap l a bor ( I nd i a n, Scots, I rish ,  b lack) ,  (4)  the  
awarding of  l and  to those wh i tes wea l thy enough  to import 
s l aves or servants ,  i . e . ,  l and  was a warded o n  the bas i s  of the  
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n u mber of l a borers brought  i n, a n d  (5) a govern ment 
absol utely contro l l ed by a n d  ded i cated to the i nterests of the 
wea lthy landed class and their merc h a nt partners. 

From a bout  1607 u nt i l  the 1690s V i rg i n i a  can be 
cha racteri zed as an auth oritar ian-weal thy  class d o m inated 
society e ngC}ged i n  constant imperialism. I t  was not yet a 
fascist col o n y  a l tho u g h  the esta b l i s h ment  of the Episcopa l 
chu rch as the only legal  rel igio n  a n d  the gradual a ppeara n ce 
of I n d i a n  a n d  b l ack s lavery need to be n oted, a l o n g  with the 
development of  a racist-avarici o u s  mob menta l ity on the part 
of m i d d le-eco n o m ic level w h ite settlers .  T h i s  latter tendency 

. is clear ly  to be seen i n  the 1676-1677 " rebell ion" of many 
wh ite sett lers led by Nat h a n i e l  Baco n .  

The Bacon Rebel l i o n  was a fascist o r  quasi -fasci st upris i n g. 
Basica l l y  it arose from t h e  fact that a l tho u g h  the roya l 
govern ment had a l l o wed stead y  e ncroach ment o n  I nd i a n  
l a nds, especi a l ly o n  the part o f  i n d ivi d u a l  p la nters; m uch 
territory, v i rt u a l l y  al l  of  Pa n u n key Neck a nd everyt h i ng 
above the " fa l l  l i ne" of the rivers, was  sti l l  i n  Nat ive hands .  
Many I nd i a n  gro u ps had ach ieved a certa i n  "equ i l i b r i u m," 
h u nti ng for white p la nters or  trad i n g  f u rs .  T h e  royal  governor 
was a l leged ly i nvolved in  t h e  fur  trade and was accused of  
be ing "sympat h etic" to the I nd i a ns. 

I n  1676 A n daste (Susquehana)  a n d  Doeg I nd i a ns from 
Maryla nd were d riven into V i rgi n i a  by t h e  I roq uois  and 
Maryl a n d  m i l i t i a .  A few whites were k i l led i n  northern 
Virg i n i a; th is  was used b y  Bacon and his  fol l owers as an 
excuse for orga n i z i n g  a rebel army which attacked, i n  every 
case, peaceful tributary Native villages located along the 
Appomattox, Roanoke, James, a n d  Pa n u n key r ivers.  M a n y  
h u nd reds were s laughtered a n d  over a h u n d red Natives were 
e nslaved . 

I n  b r ief, a col o n i a l  settle r mob clea red m u ch l a n d  of I nd ian 
occupa ncy, acq u i red new s laves, a nd b roke Nat ive power i n  
the t id ewater region a n d  beyo nd, a l l  i n  i l legal acts ag;linst 
peacefu l  I nd ia ns. Bacon was su bsequ ent ly  h u ng, b u t  not for 
h i s  k i l ling of I nd i a ns .  

Thi s  m o b-l i ke attack u p o n  the I nd i a n s  for eco n o m ic 
pu rposes m ust be seen as the predecessor of many s i m i l a r  
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actions later carried out by white sett lers from Pen nsylva n i a  
t o  the D e e p  South a n d  i n  the West. These loca l ly-orga n i zed 
mobs ( m i l it ia  u n its, i rregu lar  or regu lar) of white males a re 
seemingly a n  i mmed iate predecessor to t he Ku Klux Klan of 
later years. 

I n the 1690s Virginia began to solidify the system of 
perpet ual slavery for blacks and Indians. Thereafter, the... 
system was strengt hened by varions statutes. which 
perma nently subjugated the sfaves and also restricted the 
rights of free person s  of color-I ndian, African, or mi xed .  For 
exa mple, colored persons were not a l lowed to bear arms or 
to testi fy aga i nst whites or hold any offices. Dur i ng the 1700s, 
the system of s lavery developed fu l ly, V i rgi n i a  presented this  
p ict u re :  a society in  which a l most ha lf the pop u lation (or 
more i n  certain cou nties)  was tota l ly  deprived of the most 
bas ic of hu man rights; a society u ti l i z i ng terror a n d  armed 
force to prevent esca pe or i nsurrection; a society whol l y  
dom i nated b y  t h e  wealthy pla nters a n d  merchants; a n  
aggressive society, see k i ng n ew l a n d s  beyond the B l u e  R idge 
a n d  even towards the Ohio River as we l l  as southwards to 
Te n n essee a n d  west to Kentucky; a n  ol igarchical pol i t ical 
system; one lega l chu rch, the Episcopal; and the use of t h e  
poorer w h ites as overseers; pat rolers, a n d  mi l i t ia  m e n .  

Sou t h  Ca rol i n a  after 1670 presents a si m i lar  p ict u re, exce pt 
t h at i t  was m uch more m i l itarist ic a n d  v icious, carryi ng out 
constant raids u pon various I nd i a n  tr i bes and Spa n i sh Florida .  
M a n y  thousa nds of  Native s laves were kept i n  Sout h  Ca ro l i n a  
o r  sold t o  N e w  E ngland o r  Barbados. The white settlers had to 
be constantly a lert to control a very large s lave pop u lat ion as 
wel l  as to wage wa r periodi cally, especi a l ly towards F lorida 
whe re S pa n i sh-spea k i ng C h r i st i a n  I nd i a n s  cou l d  be 
captured. 

During the Revolut ionary era (1770s to 17905) the condition 
of slaves a nd free colored peopl e  i m proved, especially i n  
Virgi n i a. The rhetoric of anti-colon ia l i sm perhaps served to 
make s lavery seem i ncongruous. B ut by 1800 a reaction had 
set i n, and between that date and 1860 an extremely rigid a n d  
fascist system grad ua l ly  e ntrenched itself once more. 

F ree people  of color were especi a l l y  a ta rget for a b u se.  law 
after law restr icted the rights.of such people, i nclud i ng a 
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requ i rement that all free coloreds had to reg ister i n  each 
county and had to re-reg ister immediately if they traveled to 
a new county. Addit iona l ly ,  they could not have meetings, 
could not- preach, cou ld not teach ,  could not send c h i ldren 
to school in the north, could not drive a carriage, and, of 
course, cou ld-not testify against a white, hold any offices, or 
vote. 

I n  cou nty after county wh i te  settlers attempted to force the 
removar  of free colored people and the a bo l i shment of any 
I ndia n reservations .  This latter was accomplished in aU but 
o ne case. 

A completely fasdst culture appeared in Virginia in the 
1800s, especially trom the 1830s to 1868. The slaves and hee
non-whites were the " e n e mies" and after the 1 830s the 
" abol itionists" jo i n ed the i r ra nks, beco m ing that era ' s 
equivalent of the  " communist ag i tator" of our own century . 
Vi rg i n ia  had a one- ideo logy soc iety a n d  abo l i t ion ist or  pro
b lack l i teratu re was out l awed a n d  destroyed . Lynch i ngs, 
a rmed patro l s ,  spy i n g, a n d  d i st rust of ou ts iders were a l l  part 
of the cu l tu re .  A l l  of th is terror ex i sted,  of  cou rse, to a l l ow the 
plantat i o n  owners and other w h ites to prof i t econom i cal l y 
fro m s lave labor.  

The ba la nce of the South was s i m i l a r ,  except that armed 
aggress ion aga inst I nd i a ns cont i n u ed in man y a reas d u r ing 
the 1830s a nd 1840s and  into t h e  1 850s i n Texas. In the latter 
a rea Mex i cans were a lso a target for w h ite mobs and 
te rror ists. 

White historians, by ma ki ng reference to "Jacksonian 
democracy" and su ch s i m i la r  terms, often g ive us  a basic 
misconceptron about the po l i ti cs of  the South  before 1869. 
However, no "democracy" can exist where Native People are 

. be i n g  drive n away or denied c iti zenshi p and where v i rtually 
ha l f  of the ba l a nce of the pop u lation is not even free to 
obta i n wages for their labor, let alone vote.lltiteracy a nd po l l 
taxes f urther l i m ited the franc h ise a nd both parties, the W h i g  
a ndthe Democratic. were i n  agreement on the bas ic i s sues of 
slavery, status of free coloreds, .and" removal" of Indians. 
Whites who were�issenters, as was the case w ith many 
Qua k ers and Mennon i tes, leh Ih e  South d u r i ng the period. I t  
may b e  that t h e  W h i g  party favored the white elitewhile the 
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De mocrat ic Party favored the less wea l thy wh ite fa r mers,  but  
ne i ther  party cou ld  cha l lenge the  iss�es fundamen�a l  to  
fasci sm ,  i . e . ,  i m per ia l i sm agai nst I nd ians  and Mexicans,  
s lavery,  the tota l  den i a l  of  r ight� to free people o.f color,  and  
the  tota l  den i a l  o f  free speech o n  any o f  these Issues .  

W h at has  been ca l led " Jefferson ian"  and  "Jackson i an"  
d e mocracy i s ,  i n  many  regions,  not h i n g  but  " F ront ier  
Fasc i s m . "  The North ,  h av i ng  abol i shed s lavery a n d  havi ng  
absorbed m a ny democrat ica l ly-or iented i m m igrant  groups,  
ca m e  to serve as  a t h reat to the s lavocrat ic system .  Therefore, 
in the 1 860s, the South attempted to estab l i sh  a n  
i ndependent  fascist state, o n e  dedicated not o n ly t o  the  
ma i n tena nce of tyranny  but  also to i t s  expa ns ion i nto 
Mex ica n  and Span i sh  terr i tory, as we l l  as to the far Southwest 
a n d  O k la homa .  

The  Con federate States of America was  the  f i rst 
i ndependent  fascist society in North  A merica .  It was a state 
fo u nded in m i l i tar i sm and o n e  ta k ing  great pr ide in its 
" macho" cu l tu re of d u e l i n g  and the cu lt ivat ion  of war l i ke 
s k i l l s .  M oreover, i t  was a society where non-wh i tes were to 
be forever exc luded from bas i c  h u ma n  rights by mea n s  of 
sheer  terror .  What fascist cha racter is  lack i n g ?  Certa i n l y  i t  was 
a o n e- ideology state where the  i nterests of t h e  wea l thy  
classes were protected above a l l  e lse. 

After  the  Confederate States of America fe l l ,  the  ex-re bels  
att e m pted to  m a i n ta i n fasci s m  d u r i n g  "con fe d e rate  
reconst ruct ion"  (1865-1869) . Thereafter,  for  a p i t i fu l l y  br ief 
per iod of t i m e  (1869-1877) the U .S .  Government  sought  to 
d emocrat ize  the South pol i t ica l l y  but not economica lly. 
Northern  ca pitalists cou l d  n ot br i ng themselves to se ize the  
pro perty of  rebels for d iv i s ion a mong  t h� ex-s laves, nor  
cou l d  t h ey adopt the  pol ic/of colon iz ing  lDfacks in  the  West.  

U ndersta ndably,  a racist-fascist system d oes n ot d i sappear  
overn ight .  Fascis m i s  a for m  of cu l tu re a n d  t h e  cu ltu re 
s u rv ived the  U n ion 's conquest. Thus ,  d u ri n g  the  1 870s, and  
especia l l y  f rom 1877 th rough  the  1920s, one sees the  
concerted efforts of many wh, ites to� restore fasc ist ru le  and  
then to ma i ntain i t  agai nst a ll chal lenges by  non-whites. The  
Ku K l u x  K lan  and s i m i la r  wh ite terror i st g ro u ps were t h e  
"storm troopers" a n d  " brown s h i rts" of the era, but  they 
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were a ided a n d  even at t i mes exceeded by the  wea lth y  
c lasses, p la nters a s  w e l l  a s  bus i nessm e n .  The b i - rac ia l  
refor m ist Pop u l is t  Pa r ty  posed a t h reat for a t i me bu t  in  typ ica l  
fascist sty le  i t  was  n e u t ra l i zed a n d  d estroyed . The  Repu b l i ca n  
Party never rea l l y  took h o l d ,  beca use  o f  i t s  i r reconc i l ab le  
ma ke-u p of  N o rt hern  ca p i ta l i sts  a n d  poor b lack  southerners. 
Therefore, a one- party Sou th  ca m e  i n to be i n g  by the  1 880s 
a n d  by 1 900 non-wh i te represen tat ion and part icipat ion had 
a l l  b u t  ended .  J i m  C row fasci s m  t r i umphed a n d  t he met hods 
ut i l i zed-ter ror ,  l ynch i n g, i nt i m i dat i on-are well - k nown.  

I t  s h o u l d  a lso be n oted tha t  in  the p rocess of ach ievi n g  a 
fascist v ictory t he w h i te wea l thy  c l asses s ucceeded in u s i n g  
the a nt i -b l ack  fea r as  a n  effect ive t o o l  f o r  pers u ad i n g  lower
c lass  wh i tes to su pport  o l i ga rch ica l  r u le .  Typ ica l l y, aga i n, we 
see the effect ive fascist  met hod of u s i n g  h ate a n d  fea r ( ant i
co m m u n i st, a nt i -Jew) to get t he m asses to  go aga i nst thei r 
own f u n da menta l  eco n o m i c  i nterests .  W h at was happen i n g, 
after t he C iv i l  War, was tha t  corporate i n d ust r ia l ca pita l i s m  
and  a l l ied i n terests s uch a s  l a rge catt le-ra nchers, l a n d
deve lopers, a n d  So u t hern  p la n ters  were movi n g  rapi d l y  to 
contro l  the wea l t h  of  the U n i ted States .  The fascist trad i t ion  
i n  t h e  South  proved to be  a "na tu ra l" for  ach ievi n g  th i s  
o bject ive, beca use i t  cou l d  be used to keep t he l ower-classes, 
wh i te a n d  co lored, so d iv ided that  l abor  u n ions  a nd refo r m  
part ies cou l d  be p revented fro m devel o p i n g .  

I t  shou l d  a l so be noted tha t  " Fro nt ier  Fasc i sm" was 
widespread i n  a reas such  as Cilifor n i a  ( w here e ighty  percent 
of the I nd i a n  popu l a t ion  was l iq u i dated between 1 850 a nd 
1 880 a nd w here I nd i a ns  and  co l o reds were pro h i bi ted from 
vot i n g  or  test i fy i n g  aga i ns t  w h i tes u nt i l  after t h e  C iv i l War ) ,  
and Colorado (where mobs were used to kill I ndia ns- as at 
Sa n d  C reek),  Ari zona  ( w here a n  a nt i -Apache h ate ca m pa i g n  
l e d  to the  Ca m p  G ra n t  Massacre a n d  where ant i - I n d i a n  a nd 
Mex ican  l aws were rapi d l y  adopted),  O k l a homa, a n d  
e l sewh ere.  Th i s  "Fro nt ie r  Fascism," often ca r r ied by  sett le r s  
of Southern  or ig i n ,  he l ped to faci l i ta te the  esta b l i s h ment  of  
corporat ion -do m i n at ed po l i t ica l systems  in  m a n y  states, as  
we l l  as  to lend c u l t u ra l  s u pport to a n t i -fore i g n  cam paigns 
( an t i - C h i n ese, a nt i -J a pa nese)  and to the  u se  of  a rmed m i l i t i a  
to b reak l abor u n i ons .  
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F rom t h e  1 850s onward,  a n d  especi a l l y after 1 870 , the  
Na t i ve  A mer ica n  s u rv ivors i n  t h e  West were brought  u nder  
t h e  cont ro l  of a com plete ly  tota l i ta r i a n  govern ment  agency,  
t he  B u rea u of I nd i a n  Affa i rs .  Each reservat ion  beca m e  a 
fasc i st  or  q uas i -fascist  state i n  m i n iat u re ,  w i th  the  "agent"  or 
"su per i n tende nt" hav i n g  a bso l ute author i ty over everyt h i ng 
f rom the length of h a i r  of a d u lt ma les  to  the ass ign ment  of 
l a nds ,  to the  i ss u i ng of passes to leave the reservat i o n .  The 
s ign ificance of the creat ion of such a to ta litarian agency 
s h ould n ot be u nderestima t ed, because it was s usta i ned wi th  
a cu l t u ra l  pred i sposi t ion  for autocracy a nd tota l i ta r ia n i sm .  

T h e  B I A  reserva t ion  offic i a l s  were  backed u p  by wh i te 
mobs  ready to attack any  rebe l l i ous  I nd ia ns or  to se ize a n y  
"vaca nt" l a n d .  The i n vas ion o f  the  B l a c k  H i l l s  i n  t h e  1 870s a nd 
t h e  i n va s ion  of O k l a homa i n  t h e  1 880s and  1 890s by h u nd reds 
of t h o u sa nds  of  l a nd - h u n gry "Sooners" s h o u l d  i l l u s trate t h e  
m a g n i t u d e  of  the  th reat posed by w h i te sett l e rs .  The  u .S .  
A rmy  was, of  co u rse, u sed  as the  pr i nc ipa l  i nst r u ment  of  
coe rci on  b u t  mos t  I nd i a ns fea red the  set t le rs fa r more than  
they feared the  reg u l a r  a r my, beca use the  sett l e rs,  l i ke 
l ocusts,  cou l d  not  be stopped . Beh i nd the  ghetto izat ion  of 
t h e  N at i ve  Peop le  was corporate cap i ta l i s m  and  l a rge l a n d  
d eve l o pers s u ch a s  ra i l road compan ies wh ich  wa nted l a n d s  
a n d  resou rces to b e  opened f o r  economic  exp lo i tat i o n . 

O n  a na t iona l  sca l e, then ,  the  co l l u s ion  betwee n the  
wea l t h y  c la sses a n d  the  federa l  gover n me nt, v i s -a-v i s  I nd i a n s, 
ca n be seen as a species of fasc i sm s i nce the  govern ment  was 
c lose ly  i n ter locked with the wea l thy  as i t  too k from t h e  
" e ne my," Le . ,  I nd ia ns .  Of cou rse, the  w h i t e  lower-c l ass  were 
a l l owed to sha re  in the d i v id i n g  up of Nat i ve resou rces .  

The o pe n i n g  ...; p of Ok lahoma i s  a c lass i c  st udy  in  t h e  
t r i u m p h  o f  fasci s m ,  w i t h  Southern fasc i sm a n d  F ront ie r  
fascis m mix i n g  together  to create a u n i q u e  s i tua t io n ;  a few 
examp les w i l l  prov ide  i ns ight .  Between the 1 890s and the  
1 920s wh i te set t le rs a n d  corporate i nterests sough t  to se ize 
t h e  resou rces of O k l a homa for themse lves. Wh i te mobs a n d  
terror i sts such  as the  KKK used g u ns to d r ive  b l acks  away 
f ro m  the i r  homesteads ,  forced I nd ians  to se l l  or  l ease o i l - r i ch  
a l l ot m ents,  dest royed t he colored sect ion  of  T u l sa i n  1 921 
( even us i ng  bo m bs d ropped from a i rp la nes) ,  a nd i n t i m id ated 
a ll n o n -wh ites .  laws were passed in severa l  towns pro h i bi t i n g  
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colored people fro m stay i n g  w h i l e  t h e  State of O k la h o ma 
esta b l i shed a J i m  C row segregated syste m wh ich  c lear ly  
v io lated federa l  l aw.  The federa l  government  (even u n der  
Repu b l i ca n  pres idents)  d i d  not  i ntervene .  Marr i ages 
between I nd ian s  and I nd i a ns who were part-Afr ica n  were 
out lawed a l o n g  with a l l  I nd ia n-b lack  and w h i te-b lack 
marr iages ;  a nd an extreme col or-graded rac is t  system was 
esta b l i s hed . 

D u ri n g  the 1 920s t h e  K K K  v i rtu a l l y  ra n O k l a h o ma 
po l i t i ca l ly a n d  crosses were b u rned frequ e nt l y  i n  rura l  a reas 
to f r ighten colored people i nto  se l l i ng the i r  l a n d  or  g iv i ng  u p  
t h e i r  o i l  leases .  N o n -wh i tes w h o  were t o o  successfu l  were 
phys ica l ly attacked a n d  a g reat exod u s  began ,  with many 
I ndians  and  co loreds  f lee i ng  to  Ka nsas ,  Ca l i forn i a ,  and  other 
s tates .  O k l a h o ma, after  1 907, was a o ne-pa rty, one-re l i g ion  
( B i b le  Be l t  Protestant ) ,  racist  state where terror and  law were 
both used to ma in ta i n  wh i te  su premacy over co loreds and  
I nd i an s  a n d  w h e re wea l thy  w h i tes soon ca me to contro l  most 
of t h e  oi l  a n d  a l most a l l  of the good agr icu l t u ra l  l and .  

The sp i r i t  of fasc i sm,  so  widespread i n  t h e  u .S .  by  t h e  1 890s, 
probab ly  p layed a s i gn i f ica n t  part in t he  war aga i nst the f i rst 
F i l i p i no rep u b l ic ,  1 898- 1902. "The sp i r i t  of t h e  people," i t  was 
sa id ,  dema nded a n  overseas e m p i re-b u t  it s h o u l d  be noted 
th at co ngress iona l  d ebates of the t i m e  made co nsta nt  
reference to the F i l i p i nos bei ng  l i ke I nd ian s  and,  in  a rea l 
sense,  t h e  war was "j ust  a nother"  I nd i a n  war-fa l l i ng 
betwee n  the  S ioux  massacr :: of 1 890 a nd t h e  Ute-Pa i ute war 
of 1 91 5 .  

W i t h  t h e  e lect ion  o f  Wood row Wi l son as  pres ident ,  fasc i sm 
was t r i u m ph a nt in  t he South  and in  O k l a homa ,  and fascist 
te n d enc ies  cou l d  be fou n d  i n  many  areas of U .S .  l i fe outs ide  
of t h at reg i o n .  W i l so n ,  a racist V i rg i n i a n, b ro u g ht fasc i sm i nto 
the federa l  govern ment  in so far  a s  b lacks  were concerned 
and m a i n ta i n ed the  fasc i s t  or ientat ion  of the  B u reau  of 
I nd i a n  Affa i rs .  The treatm e nt  of b lack  so ld ie rs d u ri ng Wor ld  
War  I and t h e  fa i l u re  of the federa l  govern ment  to ste m t he 
post-war r iots aga i n st co lored people a l l  i l l ustrated t hat  
"Wi l so n i a n  democracy" was " d emocracy" for only the  w h ite 
major i ty .  

D u r i n g  t he per iod of the  1 920s to 1 940s fasc i sm cont i n u ed 
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to d o m i nate t he So uth .  Vi rgi n ia  ca n serve to i l l ustrate th i s  
s tate  of  affa i rs,  because i t  was  d u r i n g  th i s  period that  the most 
severe raci a l  segregat i o n  l aws were ad opted s ince the Civ i l  
W a r .  V i rg in ia  was  a o n e-party, one- ideology state i n  w h ich 
n o n -w h i tes were systematica l ly i n t i m i dated . In  1 924 a South 
Af r ican -style racia l  registrat ion system was i n it ia�ed, with a 
co lored person bei ng defi ned as a n y  person with any  trace of 
Afr ican a n cestry, except that an I nd i a n  cou l d  have up to 1 132 
Af ri ca n  d esce nt  and st ill be a n  I nd i a n  so long as he rem a i ned 
o n  one of the state's two reservations .  A system of v i rt u a l  
aparthe id  w a s  establ i shed,  a l t h o u g h  res ident ia l  segregati o n ,  
especia l l y  i n  r u ra l  a reas, cou l d  not be enforced beca use o f  
the n eed fo r cheap labor. H owever, "socia l  a parthe id" 
usua l ly  made "spat ia l  a partheid" u n necessary. 

That t h i s  system was ma i nta i ned by terror in Virg i n i a  ca n be 
eas i l y  docu me nted . When the a nt h ro po logist F ra n k  Speck 
v i s ited the I nd i a n s  of Caro l i n e  and K i n g  and Q u een co u nties 
in t h e  1 920s he fou n d  that they were afra id  that the wh ites 
wo u l d  k i l l  t h e m  if they orga n i zed a tr i ba l  associat i o n .  With 
Speck's  help th i s  fear  was part ly  ove rcome, b u t  i t  i s  
s i g n if icant,  n o n etheless, as a n  i l l u strat i o n  of psychologica l  
o p p ress i o n .  M a n y  V i rgi n ia I nd ians  are sti l l ,  t o  t h i s  day, very 
re l ucta n t  to confront white authority.  

As rece nt ly  as the 1 960s one loca l s h e riff th reatened to 
a r rest a n y  I n d i a n  m a les whose d river's  l ice nses read " I nd ia n "  
i n stead of " co l o red . "  T h i s  phenomenon was proba b l y  
c lose l y  con nected w i t h  a l o n g  ca mpaign waged b y  a Vi rgi n i a  
state off ici a l ,  fro m the 1 920s, to force a l l  I nd i a ns to be 
categori zed as coloreds.  Th is  offic ia l  apparent ly  made it  h i s  
l i fe's maj or  passio n  to protect white raci a l  pu rity by 
" p rovi n g" that  a l l  V i rgi n i a  I nd i a n s  were rea l l y  " m u lattoes . "  
However, a person o f  1 1 1 6  I nd i a n  blood or  less co u l d  marry a 
whi te  d u r i n g  part of the period. Fascism remai ned 
tr i u m p h a n t  t h roughout  the ba la nce of the South u n t i l  the 
m i d -1 960s, even t ho u g h  the Depressi o n  years of the 1 930s 
a n d  the Wo r l d  Wa r I I  period bro u ght about some contrary 
trends  nati o n a l l y  and even regiona l ly .  

Fascism in Latin America 

Fascist te n d e n cies in lat i n  A merica are brief ly reviewed 
below, i l l ustrat i n g  their  cl ose relat ionsh i p  to rac ism a n d  
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co lon ia l i sm .  The  i n i t i a l  fascist reg ime  was that of J . M.  de 
Rosas, in Arge nt ina .  Rosas represented the wea l thy  catt le  
ra nchers a nd the  a l l ied meat and  h ide  process i ng  i n d ustry .  
His m ajor  programs were (1 ) to crush the i ndependent  I nd ia n  
nat ions, t h u s  ope n i n g  u p  new l a n d s  for cattle-grazi ng, ( 2 )  t o  
crush the  " u n itar ians" who desi red to  create a ce ntra l  
govern ment, the reby weaken i n g  the "feuda l"  domai ns 
contro l led by the  wea l thy la ndowners, and (3) to oust a l l  
"fore ign"  cu l tu ra l  i nf l uences. 

Rosas was a very clever demogogu e  w h o, by pos ing  as a 
gaucho, was ab le  to use the  poorer c lasses ( most ly  part
I n d ian  and part-Afr ican )  to spy on and terror ize the "savage 
u n i ta r i an"  enemies .  I n  part icu l a r, secret societ ies, large ly  
der ived from the  s l aughter-house workers, were used to  
assass i nate, tortu re, and  i nt i m idate thousands  of  opponents. 
A com plete on e-party d ictators h i p  was ru th less ly ma i nta i ned 
wi th  a bso l u te  thought  cont ro l, p u b l ic ceremon ies, a cu l t  of 
the d ictator, and  extreme support  of Cat h o l i c i sm and cu l tu ra l  
orthodoxy. Most o f  the  i nte l lectua l s  o f  Argent i na  were k i l l ed 
or d r iven i nto ex i le .  

I n  essence, Rosas ma i n ta i ned t h e  po l ic ies of  Span i sh  
co lon i a l i sm, oppress i ng  the  Nat ive Peop le  and su pport i n g  
the  Catho l i c  C h u rch.  Fascist met hods were u t i l i zed t o  crush 
the  u rban bou rgeois l i bera l i sm w h ich had deve loped in  
Bue nos Ai res as a part of the s t rugg les agai nst Spai n .  The 
" mob" was persuaded to suppo rt t he  i nterests of  the  ru ra l  
wea l thy c lasses. The Rosas sty l e  of react ion  was to be 
d u p l i cated i n  many other cou n tr ies, such as Pa raguay, 
Colombia, and  Mexico, and  later  i n  t h e  Dom i n ican  Repu b l ic, 
N icarag ua, G uatema la, and  t h roughout  lat i n  A mer ica. 

S i nce most lat i n American cou n tr ies were and a re typif ied 
by a very l arge I nd i a n  or  red-b l ack lower-class and  a very 
s m a l l  whi te or  part-wh i te  r u l i n g  e l i te, the s i tuat ion i s  a lways 
r i pe for fascis m .  I n  fact, the genera l  state of affa i rs i s  a lways 
fasci st in so far as the · non-wh i te masses are con cerned .  
Nonethe less, so long as t h e  India ns o r  A froa merica ns a re 
iIIiterilt'e a n d  passive, the ruling classes do not ha ve to resort 
to open fascism. It is only wh en the exploitative system is 

. threatened tha t fascism or near�fascism surfa ces as a n  open 
tool to neutralize the da nger (as in modern C h i le  and Braz i l ) .  
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The h istory of m uch of lat in  Amer ica s i nce the 1 820s i s  
then,  a cons i stent story, a pred ictab le  one.  The wealth; 
classes, inheritors of Spanish or Portuguese values, a re 
abso l ute ly  dedicated to mai nta i n i n g  a perpetua l  advantage 
over the brown and b lack masses. They are u nder  no  i l l us ions  
about "democracy." They want  fi ne  homes, f ine  cars, le i su re 
t i me, h ouse servants, and a l i fe free of mater ia l  den i a l .  They 
see the lower-classes as pos ing  a constant, eterna l  th reat to 
the i r wea l th  and pos i t ion .  Thus the task of any govern ment is 
to ma i nta i n  the status quo of r ig id  socia l  strat i f icat ion .  If the  
l att�r i s  th reatened the wea l thy classes wi l l  su pport any  
reg i me, no  matter how bruta l ,  wh ich wi l l  protect the i r  
sta ndard of  l i v i ng .  We have, then ,  what might be  ca l led 
"permanent  fascism" in most of lat i n  America .  

T h us,  as i n  the u .s .  South before 1 965, we can v i sua l i ze an 
essentia lly fascist culture which has two stages of  existence. 
( 1 ) When the  explo ited i nterna l  "enemy" i s  q u i escent open 
te rror need not be used and a su perfici a l l y  rat iona l  form of 
o l i ga rch ica l  govern ment perva i l s .  (2 )  When the  masses 
become restive or when "agitators" (c iv i l r ights, com m u n ist, 
a n d  socia l ist)  appear to be mak ing  progress then the fascist 
cu l tu re prod uces an  act ive and open l y  oppress ive stage. The 
veneer of "const i tut iona l"  govern ment i s  cast aside in favor 
of m i l i t a ry d i ctators h i p, ter ror i s m ,  exec u t i o n s, a n d  
i m pr i sonment .  

Wherever fascism appears, we must remember, i t  wi l l  tend 
to ass u me these two stages : a v i ru lent, v io lent stage w h i l e  the 
"enem ies" are be ing crushed and a more q u iescent  stage 
w h i l e  the status quo of conquest i s  bei ng  mai nta i ned.  Thus  
the F ranco reg i me i n  Spa i n  was somewhat d i fferent i n  the  
1 950s-1 970s f rom what  i t  had  been i n  the  1 930s-1940s .  Once 
the e nemy i s  l a rge ly  k i l l ed or i m prisoned then one can use 
on\y enough force or terror to keep a l l  potent ia l d i ss i dents 
i nt i m idated and passive. 

The Present Situation 

Fascis m  is, of cou rse, very m uch a l ive th roughout the 
Americas.  I t  i s  the ru l i ng ideology in many lat i n  A mer ican  
cou ntr ies (Ch i le ,  Argent ina ,  U ruguay, B razH,  and  Guatemala )  
and�it i s  a more latent force in  many oth ers. In  the  U n ited 
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States the  fascist cu l tu ra l  trad i t ion st i l l  pers i sts, a l though i t  
often assu mes d isgu i sed forms. I n  genera l ,  fasc ism was set 
back by the civi l r ights a nd a nt i -V ietnam war movements; 
however, the N i xon-Agnew ad m i n i strat ion  took a n u m ber  of 
steps for reviv ing  i t  as a weapon agai nst the students, b lacks, 
and other " d iss idents ." Spi ro Agnew's speeches often 
appealed ( espec ia l ly)  to " redneck" g ro u ps and open ly  
attacked i ntel lectua l s .  I n  genera l ,  though ,  the N ixo n strategy 
was to use the C I A, the F B I ,  and other  pol ice-secur ity 
agencies as t he tools for destroy ing  the  th reat posed by 
i nterna l  "enemies ."  I l legal  spy i ng, assassi nat ions,  and payoffs 
were used to destroy or neutra l i ze many " l eft" grou ps as wel l 
as the B lack Pa nther Party, the Raza U n ida  Pa rty, and the 
Amer ican I nd i an  Movement.  

The i nternal  s i tuat ion  of the U n ited States has to be 
u n derstood wit h i n  the context of the post-1 948 ( "Cold War") 
revo l ut ion,  under the  pretext of meet i n g  the "menace" of 
the Soviet U n ion (and C h i na,  un t i l  recent ly ) ,  has accelerated 
the creat ion of centra l i zed state apparatus i n  p lace of a 
federa l  u n io n .  Th i s  new s uper-govern ment i s  i m mensely 
powerfu l and has, as  a major component, a h uge m i l i tary
"i nte l l i gence"- po l i ce power sector .  Th i s  is not fascist ic per 
se but it may we l l  be that powerfu l  govern mental  pol i ce 
age ncies with i nf i l t rators and ag i tators can we l l  do  what 
" mobs" used to do for author i ta r i an  governments.  Th i s  
ha ppened to a degree i n  the 1 960s and ear ly  1 970s and i s  
perhaps a g reat danger  for the future .  ( I n  other words, mobs 
may no longer  be n eeded for terror i sm i f  you have enough 
h i red "goons ." )  

S i nce 1 948, a l so,  the t ide has genera l l y  tu rned agai nst basic 
economic reforms, in that the wea lthy cl asses ( la rge ly 
through m i l i tary-related programs i n c l u d i n g  e nergy) have 
g reat l y  i ncreased the i r  share of owners h i p  of the  cou ntry's 
wea l th .  The wealthy c lasses have also ach i eved v i rtua l l y  
complete control over a l l  forms of  med ia ,  i ncl u d i n g  so-ca l l ed 
" non-commerci a l "  te lev i s ion ,  so that  " l eft" ideas are a l l  but  
exc luded . Si mu l ta neous l y, both po l it ica l  part ies have 
beco me str i k i ng ly  s i m i l a r  and offer no  more cho ice than d i d  
the  Southern Wh igs and Southern Democrats i n  1854. The 
Congress, . not surpr i s i ng ly,  caters to the wea lthy classes and 
accepts, by and l a rge, " Di x iecrat"- Repub l ica n  economic  
theory modif ied on ly  by enough welfare-state pract ice to 
prevent  mass d i scontent.  
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The Civ i l R ights st rugg le  ( 1955-ca. 1 968 ) and the  V ietnam 
War e ra  demonstrated l a rge res id ues of  fasci sm,  rac ism, and  
m i l i ta r i st ic-patr iot i sm i n  the U .S .  pop u lat ion .  The wh i te 
So uth ,  i n  part i cu l a r, deve loped mass movements to res i st 
democrati zat ion  and a l so tended to support the m i l i ta ry 
effort i n  Southeast As ia .  These tendencies do not d isappear 
overn ight .  The att i tude toward I ra n  and I ran ians  d u ring  the 
" H ostage Cr is i s" coup led with the fact that President J i m my 
Carter's pop u l a r i ty seemed to r ise when he th reatened 
m i l i ta ry act ion ,  su ggests that resid u es of " h ate" and 
m i l i ta r i s m  are strong .  

Ar med wh ite fascist gro u ps, such as those wh ich arose to 
o ppose the  u n ion izat ion  of fa rmworkers, have now beco me 
very m u ch bo lder .  The Amer ican  Nazi  Pa rty, the K u  K l u x  
K l an ,  a n d  var ious  secret gro u ps ( a l leged ly with i m mense 
a rsena l s )  have recent ly  i ncreased the i r  i n f l uence and  one  
KKK leader  i n  1 980 won the nomi nat ion of  the De mocrat ic  
Pa rty i n  a conservative so uthern Cal iforn i a  d i st r ict .  The 
" h ate" of  such g ro u ps seems now to be focused u pon 
Mex ica n  and other  i m m igrants as we l l  as u pon  s u ch 
t rad i t iona l  targets as b l acks, Jews, and I nd i a ns .  

I t  i s  c lear  that  there i s  a s u bsta nt i a l  n u mber of persons  in  
govern ment agencies (especia l ly those of  a po l i ce-power 
cha racter )  who are q u ite wi l l i ng to use fascist tact ics to 
ach i eve w hatever ends they deem "des i rab le ."  N i xo n  had 
many  s u ch persons aro u nd h i m  and one, at l east, rece ived 
fa ntast i c  press coverage for wri t i ng  a book j ust ify i ng  s u ch a 
way of behavi ng.  

Fasc ist cu l t u ra l  tendencies are very much a l i ve in the 
U n ited States, wh i le  at the same t ime a v i rtu a l l y  one-party, 
one- ideo logy po l it i ca l  system (with a centra l i zed,  powerf u l  
govern ment)  h a s  emerged . S uch a s i tuat ion i s  d iff icu l t  to 
categori ze, s i nce m uch of the "const itu t iona l"  system sti l l  
s u rv ives, i f  one has the f inanc ia l  wherewi tha l  to ut i l i ze i t .  

I t  rema i ns to be seen i f  the  - wea l thy c lasses, l a rge 
corporat io ns,  and  govern ment agencies (who,  at p resent, 
share power) w i l l  choose to a l low the present const i tu t iona l  
system to s u rv ive. The test wi l l  come when overseas events 

24 



threaten the i r  eco n o m i c  profits a n d  po l i t ica l  power, o r  i f  the  
" l eft" i s  ever ab le  to develop a n  o ppos i t ion movement with i n  
t h e  U n ited States. U nt i l  e i ther  event occu rs i t  seems l i ke ly  
that  the veneer  of  d e mocracy a n d  the rea l i ty of  p lutocracy 
wi l l  be a l l owed to persist but with i n creas i n g  co ntrad ict i ons  
as eco n o m i c  con d it ions  deter iorate. 

Fascism, l ike racis m ,  col o n i a l i s m, a nd i mper ia l i sm,  i s  m uch 
more than pol i t ics .  I t  i s a set of m u t u a l l y-su p portive val u es 
which go to _ make u p  a cu lt u re.  C u l t u res do not cha n ge 
rad i ca l l y  fro m one day to the n ext, a l t h o u g h  t h ey may appear 
to d o  so u nder  .certa i n  condit ions  (such as after a dec is ive 
m i l i tary or pol i t ical  defeat) .  A s u ff i c ient  breat h i ng spel l  
usua l l y  wi l l  a l l ow the o l d  c u l t u ra l  va l u es to s u rface o n ce 
more, perhaps i ro n i ca l l y  to be eve n encoura ged "by the 
former enemy who n ow f inds  such behavior  usef u l .  

Trag ica l ly,  fasc ist tendencies a r e  d e e p l y  i m bedded i n  many 
of  the cu ltu res of the wor ld .  We m u st be a lert to  these 
tendencies i n  o u r  own part of the Earth a nd not try to naively 
regard fascis m as a n ow-departed l oca l ized E u ropean d i sease 
which  can safe ly  be relegated to the h i story books. Fascis m  
h a s  d o m i nated m u ch o f  A merican soi l f o r  fo u r  o r  f ive 
centur ies  and i t  i s  a rea l ity for the n i neteen-e ighties as wel l .  

Cr i t ique 

Tota l i tar ia n i s m ,  w h et her  from t h e  left o r  fro m the r ight ,  i n  
modern society has posed a ser i o u s  th reat t o  free men a n d  
wo me n .  I n  a provocat ive study J a c k  D.  Forbes h a s  focused o n  
t h e  c u l t u ra l  a nd h i stor ical  i m p l i cat ion  o f  t h e  major  a n t i 
democrat i c  doctr i ne of fascis m .  H e  has accu rate ly  stated t h e  
co ndi t ions  o f  fascis m :  society a n d  govern m e nt a r e  orga n i zed 
a l o n g  tota l i ta r i a n  l i nes, i ntensely racist, nat i o n a l i st ,  militar ist,  
terrorist,  and i m peria l ist .  I n  fact, fasc i sm has  tra d i t i o n a l l y  
b e e n  cons idered to develop in n at i o n s  t h a t  are mater i a l l y  
wea l thy  a n d  m o r e  "adva nced . "  O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d-, 
c o m m u n i s m  h a s b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p o o r  a n d 
" u n derdeve l o ped" societ ies ;  o n  the other h a n d ,  fasc ism has 
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been regarded as post- i n d ustr i a l  and post-de mocratic.  
( F orbes wo u l d  q u est io n w h et her  the U n ited States,  for 
exa m ple,  has reached the democrat ic  stage of d eve l op me n t . )  
And fea r p l ays a maj or r o l e  i n  the success o f  fasci s m .  

Forbes' a na lys is  does n ot rea l l y  co ncern itself w i t h  the 
e co n o m i c  aspects  of fascis m  such as the corporate state that  
seeks  to resolve co nf l ict by creat i ng worker  syn d i cates, 
e m ployer sy n d i cates, and government sy ndicates. I n  I ta ly i n  
the 1 920s u n der M usso l i n i  the pol i t i ca l  doctri n e  of the fascists 
was the " a l l - i n cl us ive o m n i poten ce of the state," and the 
econo m i c  d octri n e  was  "the fus ion of a l l  classes i nto a si ng le  
eth ica l  a n d  eco n o m i c  rea l i ty. " Work stoppages were 
o u t lawed a nd co nf l ict had to be reso lved to achi eve the goal  
of  e n h a nc i n g  the power a nd glory of the state.  Ema nati n g  
fro m  t h e  m o d e r n  urban i ndustr ia l  society i s  the condit ion of 
a l i e nati o n ,  the fee l i n g  of bei ng a lone,  u nwa nted a n d  
u n l oved . A n  economic  depress ion wi l l  shatter the stasbi l ity i n  
society a nd serve as a cata l yst for a pre-co ndit ion to fasc ism's 
success. 

Th e styl e  of fascist leaders i s  to prom ise to resotre 
trad it i o n a l  va l ues and seek to d estroy those persons 
respo n s i b l e  for  the u n precende nted cha nges wh ich cast  m e n  
a n d  women ad rift i n  a danger ious, u nchartered sea.  
Disci p l i ne i s  necessary. Moreover, fasc ism cuts across a l l  
eco n o m i c  a n d  socia l  groups atte m pt ing  to sett l e  the mater ia l  
and psychologica l  i nsecu rit ies of l arge popu lat ions .  Fasc i sm 
has  been d efi ned as the "revol ut ion of the c lasses of order ."  
Tota l i tari a n i s m ,  with  a l l  the tools  of  i n d ustr ia l  society at  the 
d isposal  of the leaders, beco mes a rea l i ty, pavi n g  the way 
for the state m asses. 

Forbes'  a n a l ys is  i s  more profou n d  tha n the trad i t iona l  
i nterpretatio n s  of fascism.  He h as traced the deve lopment of  
fasci s m  back to earl ier  t i mes, overlayi ng s ign if ica n t  eve nts to  
hl':> the':>ls. He chal le nges the E u ro-Anglo i nterpretat ion of  
h i story a n d  l i n ks u p  major h istor ical  developments. H i s  v iew, 
for exa m ple,  of Spa n i s h  control of the Emerica n  colonies 
represented a "heavy d ose" of fasc i sm.  O n e  may ask,  
h owever, i s  the Spa n i s h  co ntro l ,  exploitati o n  a nd ,  yes,  even 
paterna l i sm,  exa m ples of eth nocentr ism in its more v io lent  
for in ?  Should  the h u mane ness of Spa n i s h  i nf lue nce a lso be 
considered ? He repsonds that the character ist ics of fascism 
were prese nt :  " bigotry, crusa d i n g  zeal ,  rac ia l  s u peri ority 
i d eas, spyi ng, treason ,  protect ion of the wealthy c lasses, 
a u tocracy . . . " 
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Writ i n g  from the va ntage point  of t h e  1 980s, w h i te 
h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  q u e s t io n e d  t h e  e a r l i e r  s i m p l i s t i c  
i nterpretat io ns  of Jefferson i a n  a n d  Jackso n i a n  Democracy . . 

Certa i n l y  that "democracy" exc l u ded bl acks,  I nd i a ns,  
women, a n d  the poor, s i nce i t  was modeled o n  the a ncient 
At h e n i a n  system.  I t  i s  c lear that these and ot her evi ls  were 
co m pro m ised and were not resolved to the complete 
satisfact ion of the masses. For example,  t h o u g h  the Civi l War 
pro d u ce d  the t h i rtee n t h ,  f o u rtee n t h ,  and f i ftee n t h  
a mend ments w h ite Americans devised other systems t o  keep 
blacks i n  a n  i nfer ior  posi t ion .  Th i s  newer arra ngement was 
accepted by the north after 1 877 . Racism persisted.  
Government  po l i ci es con t i n ued to re present the i nterests of  
the powerf u l .  The u p heava ls  of t h e  1 960s, h owever, caused 
wh ite h istoria r1s a n d  t h e i r  st ude nts to c h a l l e nge the ear l ier  
one-di mens iona l  v iew of American h i story. O n e  se nses a 
grow i n g  u n ease a m o n g  histor ians  that they have mist reated 
m i n orit ies in the i r  earl ier  writ i n gs.  

F orbes is  j ust if ied in assert i n g  t h at fasc ism is  "very much 
a l i ve throughout  the Amer icas," and h e  effect ively 
docu ments the charge.  Yet to what degree is  A merican 
society fascist today? Can t h e  U n ited States be com pared 
with Lat i n  A merican cou ntr ies of today o r  col o n i a l  Spa i n  of 
the past? I s  t here a n y  q u a nt itat ive ev idence of m i nority ga i ns 
to susta i n  t h e  assert i o n ?  Have refo r mer- rad i ca l s  been 
com p letely  s i l e nced and i neffect ive? And i s  soci a l  class 
preempted by m e m bers h i p  in a n  eth n i c  grou p ? A merican 
soci ety has genera l l y  been f : . �x i b l e  e n o u g h  to p revent v io lent  
upheavals  by " a l l owing" i ts  depr ived members a ce rta i n  
degree o f  access 1 0  t h e  "corporate m a i nstrea m . "  Relat ive 
eco n o m i c  a b u n da nce has made t h e  U n ited States a n  aff l u ent 
and m i d d l e-class n at i o n  i n  comparison to ot her nati ons ,  has  
provi ded a h igh sta ndard of l iv i n g, a n d  has prod u ced a 
favora ble  eco n o m i c  a n d  soci a l  e n v i ro n ment  for A merican 
pol i t ica l  d evelop ment .  Th is  d ua l ity of t h e  A merican l i bera l
refor m  trad i t ion  (which should be e x p l o red) a n d  fascist 
te n d encies poses one of t h e  great e n i g m as i n  modern 
h i story.  

Frank J .  Cava i o l i  
State U n iversity of New York  at Farmi ngdale  
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Cri t ique  

Professor  Forbes'  art ic le  represents a t i mely  and  i mporta nt 
contr i bu t ion .  I t  shou ld ,  i f  need be, serve as a means of ra i s i ng  
the  readers'  h i stor i ca l  consciousnesses d ur i n g  a per iod i n  
w h i c h  d ra mat ic cha nges i n  U .S .  economic  and  soc ia l  pol i c ies  
are  u n de r  way,  in  a t i me when unabashed power po l i t i cs 
see m  to be i mposed on  ha l f  the  g lobe by the  ru l i n g  cl asses of 
both g reat i m per ia l  powers. 

T heor ies  on the natu re of fascis m  have been i n  ex i stence 
for over s i xty years and  vary accord i n g  to the respect ive 
au thor's  ideo logy a nd i nterest .  Th i s  is d ue i n  part to the  
i nva r i ab ly  rat her  mushy ideology of the d ifferent brands  of  
fasci s m  wi th  wh ich  the  h u ma n  race has  so far been aff l i cted . 
Eu ropea n de mocrat ic  soc ia l i sts were f i rst i n  p u b l i sh i ng 
cr i t ica l  works  on  fasci sm, and  among them I ta l i a ns such  as 
G i ova n n i  Z i bord i and Torquato N a n n i  made the m ost 
n oteworthy  contr i but ions . '  They def i ned i n  the ear ly  1 920s 
t h e  esse nt ia l s  of fascism as a u n i o n  of capita l i sts,  t h e  b i g  
l a n d ho ld i n g  c lass and  forms o f  exalted patr iots i sm .  
C o m m u n ist theoret ic ians  suffered i n  the i r  ana l yses fro m 
t h e i r  r i g id  d octr i n e  and  forced r ighteousness after  havi ng  
h o ped to ca rry the  rest of E u rope o nce the  tr i u m p h  of  the  
bolsheviki had been ach i eved in  R uss ia .  Ear l y  p ro-fascist 
t heoret ic i ans  were aga i n  I ta l i ans,  especia l l y  Lu ig i  Sa lvatore l l i ,  
w i t h  G i ova n n i  Gent i le ,  a former l i bera l  and  a m a n  of 
remarkab le  i ntel lect ,  a n d  Alfredo Rocco, whose  " Po l i t i ca l  
Doct r i n e  of Fasci sm," a speech g iven o n  August 30, 1 925,  
beca m e  so met h i n g  l i ke the off ic ia l  dogma in fasc ist  c i rc les .  
What h is  doct r i n e  amou nts to i s  noth i ng more than a po l i t ica l  
theory of hyper-nat iona l i sm .2 The Germa n Socia l  Democrat 
H e r ma n H e l l e r  w rote one of the best ana lyses in Europa und 
der Faschismus, 1 925, fou r  years before the  p u b l icat i o n  of 
Adolf Hit ler' s  Mein Kampf (My Battle) a n d  the i nsta l la t ion of 
Naz i  power i n  h is cou ntry.  He sees fasc i sm as a system of 
d i ctators h i p  w i thout  a system of be l iefs, w i thout  a va l ue 
system except the  d r ive to power and  vio lence sanct ioned by 
the  state .  He l l e r  ana lyzes fascism as tota l l y  cyn ica l ,  
propagati n g  a type of i rrat iona l  vol untar i sm that  i s  used to 
j ust ify the  i m mora l i ty of a caste of masters and  a mass of 
servants and s laves. The Marx i st p h i l osopher  Ernst B loch 
stresses in h is  t ranspol i t ica l  i n terpretat ion  of fasci s m  age-o ld ,  
atavistic, sav ior- h u ngry yea rn i ngs  in  the  Eu rope of h i s  t i me. 3  
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Forbes tr ies to show the ex istence of fascis m  o n  the 
Amer ican con t inent  both i n  the past a n d  at  prese nt .  He is  
certa i n l y  correct in  what he be l i eves a re fascist e leme nts i n  
i m per ia l  Western h istory. T h e  bruta l i z i n g  i n f l ue nce o f  a 
fro nt ier  or  col o n i a l i st menta l i ty by the d o m i n a nt grou ps is  
a l so defi n i te ly  worth ment i o n i n g .  The scope of his  work-it 
reaches back to pre-Ch rist ia n  t i m es-i s  a d m i rable  and his 
a l l us ipn to the Mess i a n i c  strand one of his  m ost i nterest i n g  
f i n d s .  But  i n  us i n g  "fascism" he i s  us i n g  a t e r m  t h a t  i s  
h i storica l l y  a n d  ideologica l l y  more than " l oaded," and even 
aft e r  h i s  e x ce l l e n t  l i st of I I k ey" a nd I I s e co n d a ry 
characterist ics" o n e  hesitates to agree i n  a l l  the i nsta nces he 
i s  g iv i n g  us .  The term tends to become too vague, too general  
to be p recise and appl icab le .  Cha racter iz i n g  the New 
E n g l a n d  of the 1 600s or  t h e  S pa i n  of P h i l i p  I I  as per iods of  
fascis m  may be, d espite the i r  repress ive, genoci d a l ' o r  
i m peria l ist ic as pects, t o o  d rastic a red uct ion and m a y  a m o u n t  
t o  a n  ah i stor ic s i m p l i ficati o n  of h i g h l y  com plex matters.  T h e  
reader ru ns t h e  r i s k  of bei n g  confused b y  a h ost o f  q u a l if iers 
such as " n ear ly  fascist," I I  proto-fascist," a n d  "tru ly  fascist ."  I n  
many exam p les the term i n o logy t ra d i t i o n a l l y  fou nd l i ke 
" i m per ia l i sm" or "co lon ia l i sm" would  proba b l y  be at least as 
usef u l  a nd easier to d efi ne.  Forbes, who is  not giv i n g  us  h is 
b i b l iogra p h i ca l  sou rces, sees evident ly  fasc ism as d i d  the 
Amer ican Robert  A. Brady a n d  the German M a x  Horkheimer  
as a n  essent ia l ,  consci o u s  for m  of ca pita l i s m.4 One might, for 
so l i d  reaso ns,  a rg u e  the same for Sta l i n i s m .  

M ost of N orth A mer ica n  h istory i s ,  a las, n ot part o f  God's  
g ift to h u ma n ity a n d  appears to  be based less o n  the benign 
aspects of C h rista n i ty but  rather  o n  i t s  least savory trad it ions,  
on a n  extens ion  of E u ropean i m per ia l i sm,  o n  greed . Most 
fou n d i n g  fat hers were, sad ly  e n o u g h ,  s lave holders .  f o r  
T h o m as J efferso n ,  w h o  i s  a g o o d  case i n  poi nt s i n ce he 
re presents the typica l  ch i l d  of his  age as  we l l  as a member of 
the power e l ite of his cou ntry, eco n o m i c  adva ntages ( L e . ,  
chatte l s lavery) possessed abso l ute pr iority over  idea ls  and 
mora l s  q u a l ms.s  

H istory has, as  a r u l e, been written by the v ictors.  Forbes' 
essay tou ches on that very i mporta nt as pect of perspect i ve 
a n d  pa rt ia l ity i n  h istoriog raphy.  We s h o u l d  bear i n  m i n d  t h at 
n o  such t h i n g  as a n  o bject ive o r  n e utra l  writ i n g  of h i story 
ex ists .  The mere select ion of facts,  let a l o n e  t h e i r  
p resentat ion,  a l ready mea ns i nterpret at i o n .  Referr i n g  to the 
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d o m i n a nt layers of soci ety i n  the respective con t i n e nts, 
J a mes Ba ldwin  sa i d : 

H i story i n  E u rope i s  now meant as a n  enormous c loak to 
cover past cr i mes a nd errors a n d  present a nger a n d  
d e s pa i r  . . .  A n d  . . .  A me r i ca n s  a re eve n m o re 
a bj e ct t h a n  E u ro pea n s .  r A m e ri ca n  h i story  J was 
poisoned from the begi n n i n g, a n d  n o  one has been a b l e  
to a d m i t  i t.6  

The rea l rub l ies in economic  d o m i n a nce,  in self- i nte rest 
a n d  t h e  d e n i a l  of power shar i n g .  America n  h isto r ians  l i ke 
C h a r les  Aust in  Beard rea l i zed th is  as ear ly  as 191 3.7  Most of 
the rhetoric rests in the h istory of cu l ture c lash i n  t h e  
A m e ricas.  

I n  d ea l i n g  with Span ish  expans ion ism,  Forbes fol l ows the 
ce ntur ies o ld  h i storiographic  tradi t ion of the " Ieye nda 
negra ."  However, the Cathol ic  C h u rch gra nted a sou l  to 
Afr ica n  s laves- i n  part  as a resu l t  of the efforts of Barto lome 
d e  Las Casas-a fact which  was  h a rd for  the Protesta nts to  
concede i n  t h e  Br i t i sh  coloni es a n d  the later U n ited States of  
Amer ica .8 The "pec u l i a r  i nst itut ion" with i t s  esta b l i s h m e n t  of  
chattel  s lavery on t h e  soi l  of  t h e  U .S .  re mains  un ique in  wor ld  
h istory.  O n e  s h o u l d  a lso ment ion that  the  Aztecs, l ike  m a n y  
o t h e r  powerf u l  I n d i a n  t r i bes,  were t h e m se l ve s  a n  
i m per ia l i st ic  nat i o n ,  whose tr i butary o r  ens laved tr i bes 
e nabled,  a l o n g  with many other factors, He rna n Cortez to 
co n q u e r  w h at beca me New Spai n .  

F orbes refers t o  a h i g h l y  releva nt  issue ( a n d  i n  s u ffi cie nt l y  
f lex i b l e  t e r m s  to a v o i d  the danger of over-si m p l i f icat i o n )  
w h e n  h e  states t hat fascist e lements ca n merge i nto a 
repressive " c u l t u ra l  system" which d oes n ot n ecessar i ly  have 
to snow menaci ng aspects as long as t h e  gro u p  i n power d oes 
not feel cha l lenged . The ex istence of " d a i l y  fascism" (which 
i mp l i es i n  more or less  overt forms socio-eco n o m i c  and 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o p p r e ss i o n ,  i n s t i t u t io n a l i z e d  r a c i s m ,  
stereotypi n g, d e l i berate fa ls if icat ion of h i story, a n d  a 
n egati o n  of " u nsa nct ioned" cul tura l  va l u es)  i n  v i rt u a l l y  every 
Western society has to be ack nowledged a n d  deserves c lose 
observat ion .  

Wo lfga n g  B i n d e r  
U n i ve rs i tat Er la n gen-Nlirn berg 

30 



NOTES 

l Giova n n i  Z i bord i ,  " Crit ica soci a l i sta de l  fascis m o," i n  R .  
Mondolfo, e d . ,  II fascismo e i partiti politici (1922) . Torguato 
N a n n i ,  Bolscevismo e fascismo al lune della critica marxista, 
Benito Mussolini ( 1925 ) .  
2 l u i g i  Sa l vatore l l i ,  Nacionalfascismo (1 923 ) .  Alfredo Rosso, 
" la d ottr ina  po l i t i ca des fasci smo" ( A u g ust 30, 1925 ) .  
G i ova n n i  Gent i le ,  Origini e dottrina del fascismo ( 1929 ) .  
3Ernst B loch,  Erbschaft dieser Zeit ( 1935, 1 962) . F o r  a theory of 
Germa n i c  racis m  see Alfred Rosen berg, Das Wesenhafte des 
Nationa lsozia lismus (1 932) a n d  the Br i t i sh fascist Oswa l d  
Mosley, Fascism:  100 Questions Asked and Answered ( 1936) . 
F ro m  the enormous ly  large l i terat u re o n  Span ish  fascis m  the 
fol lowi n g  have become class ics : Genera l iss i mo F ra nco, 
pa/abras del Caudillo, 19 de abril 1 937- 1 9  abril 1 938 (1938 ) ;  
B ravo M a rt inez,  Historia de la Flange Espanola y de las JONS 
(1943 ) ;  Gera l d  B re n a n ,  The Spanish Labyrinth:  An Account of 
the Socia l and Political Background of the Spanish Civil War 
(1943, 1 962 ) ;  Sta n ley G .  Payne, A History of Spanish Fascism 
(1 961 ) ;  a n d  Gabr ie l  Jackson,  The Spanish Republic and the 
Civil War ( 1965 ) .  
4Robert A. Brady, The Spirit and Structure of German Fascism 
(1 937) ,  a n d  Max H orkhei mer,  Die Juden und Europa (1939 ) .  
S e e  a lso Ta lcott Parsons, " S o m e  Sociologica l  Aspects of t h e  
Fascist M ovement," Socia l Forces, 21  (1942) 1 38-147, a n d  
H a n n a h  Arendt,  Elemente und Ursprunge totaler Herrscha ft 
(1 955) American edit ion as Imperialism ( 1 968) ,  especi a l l y  
pa rts O n e  a n d  Two. 
sTh o mas J effe rson,  Notes on the Sta te of Virginia (1 787) 
re pri nted i n  M . D. Peterson,  ed., The Portable Jefferson 
(1 975 ) .  Lester  J .  C a p p o n ,  e d . ,  Th e A da ms-Jefferson 
L etters . . .  (1959) . Da nie l  Boorsti n,  The L ost World of 
Thomas Jefferson (1 948). Winthrop D. Jordon, White O ver 
Black:  Attitudes Toward the Negro 1550-1812 ( 1969 ) .  David 
Br ion Davis,  The Problem of Slavery in the Age of Revolution 
1 770-1823 ( 1975) .  One of the best books on i d eo logy,  
economics,  and race iss u es in the ear ly  h istory of t h e  key state 
Virg i n i a  i s  Ed m u n d  S.  M orga n ,  American Sla very, American 
Freedom :  The Ordeal of Colonial Virginia (1 975 ) .  
6"J a m es Ba ldwi n :  , A n  I nterview b y  Wolfgang Bi nder," i n 
Press, R evista/Revi'eW Interamertcana ( 1 981 -82) . . ;  . 

7Charles Austi n B�ard, A n  Economic Interpretation of the 
American Constitution (191 3 ) .  

3 1  



8Barto lo me d e  Las Casas, B revis ima re/aci6n de las 
destrucci6n de las Indias occidenta/es (1 552) .  Lewis Ha n k e, 
Bartolome de las Casas : An Interpretation of His Life a nd 
Writings (1 951 ) .  O n e  of t he most i m porta nt Spanish h istor ians  
of our  centu ry,  Ramon Menendez Pida l ,  pu bl i shed at the 
ri pe age of n i n ety-th ree a v ic ious  attack on Las  Casas a n d  o n  
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h o n o r  i n  the " l eyenda negra" w i t h  Bartolome de Las  Casas : 
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Criti q u e  

To q u ote the cartoon character Pog o :  " W e  h a v e  m e t  the 
enemy and he is  us ."  Th e key stre ngth i n  Forbes' a n a lys is  of  
fasc ism is  h i s  wide-ra n g i n g  h istorical  sweep and the way he 
s hows that  many e lements i n  American character, such as 
p rej u d i ce agai nst i m mi gra nts and eagerness for the spread of 
American ideas overseas, are re l ated to fascist ic te ndenci es 
t h r o u g h o u t  A merican h i story. 

F orbes reinterprets some of the i m portant events a n d  
soci a l  move ments i n  western h istory a n d  shows h ow t h e  
te n d e ncies bur ied i n  m a n y  c u l t u ra l  systems l e a d  to fascist 
states when the con d it ions are right. He argues that we 
ca n n ot d is miss fascism as a momentary aberrat ion of a few 
fa nat ic  states but must consider  how we a n d  o u r  cu rrent 
pol it i co-economic systems are al l  i nvolved in fascist 
behaviors .  The h i g h  poi nts of Forbes' d i scussion i nc l u d e  h is 
co m ments on "J efferson i a n  democracy," the Confed erate 
States of A merica,  and the B u reau of I nd i a n  Affa i rs .  I n  each 
case, he s h ows how the h i g h -b lown rhetori c of t h e i r  
prop o ne nts, w h o ,  fol l owing the m o d e l  of J efferson i a n  
democracy, p rom ised l i berty a n d  eq ual ity for everyone b u t  
masked the repress ion a n d  terror v isited o n  su bord i nate 
grou ps, s uch as s laves. 

Eve n though h i s  discuss ion i s  excit i ng, the broad coverage 
a n d  la rge n u mber of s i tuat ions forbes exa m i n es and f inds  to 
be fascist or to have "fascist tendencies" lead to two related 
wea knesses. O ne i s  the lack of precis ion that resu lts from the 
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m i x i n g  of levels of a n a lys is  a n d  the other i s  the errat i c  sh i ft i n g  
fro m o n e  level of ana lys is  to a nother.  For  exam p le, Forbes 
goes fro m nat ion-states (as  I ta ly  a n d  Arge nt ina )  to 
theocracies ( as P u r i tan New E n g l a n d )  to b u reaucrat i c  
age ncies ( as B u reau of I nd ia n  Affa i rs )  to u n its wit h i n  nat ions  
(as O k l a h oma, V i r gi n ia ) .  He a lso has ' "  p roto-fascist" states, 
"o pe n "  fascis m  ( as pres u mably  d ifferent from "closed" 
fascis m ) ,  as wel l  as  "fascist  tendencies," al l  without c lear 
specifi cat i o n  of how t h e  reader i s  to te l l  one from the other.  
Related to this  m i x i n g  of levels i s  h is  def i n it ion  of fascis m ,  
w h i c h  has at least e i ght "key" e lements a nd t e n  "secondary" 
character ist i cs,  ra n g i n g  from the type of government  to the 
use of pagea ntry. 

F orbes' i nterpretat i o n  i s  basi ca l l y  eco n o m i c, for he 
e m phasi zes the monetary aspects of fascist  behavior.  For  
h i m, fasc ist ic  tendencies  develop to " p revent the l oss of  
wea l th  a nd pr iv i l ege" a n d  to e n h a n ce t h e  "o pport u n it ies for 
acq u i r i n g  new wea lth" by gro u ps or  c lasses which a l ready 
have wea l th  and pr iv i l ege.  Thus ,  for F o rbes, fasc ism often 
ar i ses when powerf u l  groups, such as the wh ites i n  
n i netee nth ce n t u ry V i r g i n ia ,  a re t h reate ned with loss of 
wealth  or  fear an i na b i l i ty to g a i n  more weal th .  I n  t h i s  way he 
ties toget her two mot ivat ions,  one psyc h o l og i ca l  (greed ) a n d  
the other  soci o-struct u ra l  ( i n e q u a l i t ies i n  power betwee n  
gro u ps) .  The "greed " motivat i o n  a lso s e e m s  to have a 
coro l l a ry,  which i s  that  no wea l thy  o r  powerf u l  g ro u p  ever 
see ms to be satisf ied with what it has  but i s  a lways in search of 
more wea lth,  rega rd less of who gets tra m p l ed o r  k i l led in the 
search . It  may be t hat some grou ps have shown restra i nt ,  b u t  
such behaviors by t h ose groups h a v e  not m a d e  the h i story 
books.  

A th i rd key e lement for Forbes, and a coro l lary  of h i s  
str u ct u ra l  motivat i o n ,  i s  the p resence o f  col o n i es,  for 
accord i n g  to h i m  that i s  where fascis m  o ri g i n ates.  C ol o n i es 
by d ef i n i t i o n  h ave d i fferent grou ps prese nt, with so me m o re 
powerf u l  a n d  wea l thy t h a n  others a n d  with  the m o re 
powerfu l search i ng for ways to keep t h e i r  d o m i nat i o n .  A n  
e xa m i nat i o n  o f  Forbes'  l i st o f  fascist attr i b utes i nd i cates that  
most  of t h e  other attr i b utes beyon d  " g reed " a nd systematic 
i nequa l i t ies are refi n e ments on t h e  theme of  t h e  terror a n d  
re pressi o n  needed t o  keep s u bord i n ates i n  l i ne a nd wealth 
f lowi n g  to the d o m i nant  gro u p ( s ) .  

33  



Al though Forbes s u bord i n ates ideology to mater ia l  
i nterests, he  does  i nd i cate that  be l iefs are often used to 
re i nforce the  power of the dom i n a nt group .  Th i s  i m pl i es t hat 
domi n a nt gro u ps need to j ustify the i r  pos i t ion and  do so by 
means  of the ideas and bel iefs t hey perpetuate.  Examp les 
i nc l u d e  t h e  l abe l i n g  of su bord i nates as " h eathens" who need 
to be " c iv i l i zed" or  converted to the  t rue  rel ig ion,  as we l l  as 
the out r ight den ia l  of h u ma n  status  to the members of such  
grou ps.  Th i s  l abe l i ng j ust if ies the  repress ion to both the  
domi n a nt group  ("  After a l l ,  we're on ly  he lpi n g  them r u n  
t h i n gs because they rea l l y  don't  have t h e  sk i l l s .") a s  we l l  a s  to 
t h e  su bordi nate grou ps (" I f  they don 't he l p us r u n  t h i n gs,  i t  
wi l l  a l l  fa l l  apart . " ) .  I n  other  words,  both need to be 
co nv inced of the correctness of the i r  respect ive pos i t ions .  
A l so, the force beh i n d  the  com mands  of  the  domi nant  gro u p  
needs to b e  masked whenever poss ib le  s o  that t h e  
su bord i nates wi l l  fee l and  be l ieve t h a t  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g  t h i ngs 
of t h e i r  own free wi l l .  

Fasc ism f o r  Forbes i s  basi ca l l y  a creat ion o f  the  col on ia l  
s i tua t ion  and  the  wide app l icabi l i ty o f  h i s  defi n i t ion  to  
western  h istory resu lts l arge ly  from the  repeated g rowth of 
e m pi res which characterizes th i s  h i story a n d  fro m t h e  
repeated re-us ing  of the  forms o f  terror and  repress ion  t hat 
such  e m pi res engender.  These forms of repress ion (su ch as 
re l i g ious  b igotry, terror ist grou ps, assassi nat ions, spyi n g, 
control  of the  media ,  i m pr iso n ment  of d i ssenters,  a n d  loya lty 
cu lts )  have been com mon enough that they are both 
ava i la b l e  a n d  widely k nown as we l l  as legit i m i zed by the i r  
w idespread and  cont i n u ed use.  

The i d ea that  corporate capita l i sm was beh i nd some fascist 
movements ( such as the Bureau of I nd i a n  Affa i rs '  treatment  
of Nat ive  Amer ica ns)  needs  strengthen i n g  beyo n d  poi nt i n g  
o u t  that t h e  corporat ions  were basica l l y  co-opt i ng the  fascist 
orga n i zat ion fQr the i r  own benefit .  The re lat ionsh i ps 
between fascis m  and  corporate capita l i sm,  a n d  especia l l y  
m u lt inat iona l  corporate capi ta l i sm,  need to be exa m i n ed in  
more  d eta i l .  The support of  the u.s .  government for the  
fascist regi mes in  lat i n  America, for  i nstance,  s uggests that 
s u c h  reg i mes  p r ov i d e  favora b l e  con d i t i o n s  fo r t h e  
f lour i sh ing  o f  such corporat ions,  perhaps i n  s o m e  k i n d  of 
symbiot ic  relat ionsh ip .  I n  such a n  i nterpretation ,  the  fascist 
states prov ide the repress ion of the masses and  s upply  cheap 
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l a bor for the  corporat ions,  for they can be looked u po n  as 
saviors of the masses s i nce these corporat ions  prov ide  jobs 
and i n co m e, a s i tuat ion  ex ist i ng  in Ta i wa n and So uth  Afr ica . 
I n  th i s  way, the corporat ions  do not d i rect ly  repress but  
benef it  fro m the repress ion  perpetrated by others .  

Forbes i s  bas ica l l y  poin t i ng  out  t hat, g iven a chance, any i n 
gro u p  wi l l  persecute any  out-gro up,  especia l ly w h e n  t h e  
reward i s  more wea l th  a n d  power, or  a cont i nuat ion of 
cu rrent power.  T h i s  o bservat ion  s uggests that fascis m  i s  part 
of a n d  s i m i l a r  to a l l  the other  " i s ms" that p lague the wor ld  
today. These " i s ms" i nc lude racis m  (the oppress ion  of gro u ps 
supposed l y  o n  the bas is  of so-ca l led " rac ia l  character i st ics" 
and  sex is m  ( the oppress ion  of females  by mates ) .  These 
" i s ms," i nclu d i n g  colon i a l i sm ,  i m per i a l i sm ,  a nd fasci sm,  a l l  
re l ate t o  the  systemat ic  oppress ion  of s o m e  gro u ps b y  others ,  
and  their  p resence and pract ice i s  a l m ost u n iversa l .  One  
reason tha t  Forbes f i nds  "fascist tendencies" everywhere i s  
d u e  both  to the  w ide  spread of e m p i res and to the over lap  
between the  " i sms," such that i t  i s  often hard to te l l  w h ich 
part icu la r  " i sm" br i ngs about wh ich  part icu la r  k i nd of 
repress ion .  

Dav id  M .  J o h nson 
North Caro l i na A& T State U n ivers ity 

Cr i t iq u e· 

Forbes's ana l ysi s of fasci sm revea l s  that  fascist tendencies 
are  dormant  seeds of exp lo i tat ion  that  resu rface a n d  f lo u ri s h  
u n d e r  con d i t ions  of  greed o r  when  exp loi t ive systems a re 
th reatened a n d  opposed by those they oppress.  Because 
fascis m  i s  more than po l i t i cs and shares a sym b i ot ic  
re lat ionsh i p  with s u pportive a n d  e n d u r i n g  c u l tura l  va l u es, he 
i s  correct in  d i rect i n g  our  attent ion to those h i stor ica l  a n d  
cu l tu ra l  a ntecedents that g i v e  r i se t o  o m n i fa r ious  forms o f  
fasci s m  i n  th i s  cou ntry a n d  e lsewhere.  C u l tura l  va l ues a n d  
t h e i r  sym b i ot ic  con nected ness w i t h  po l i t i ca l  decis ions a re 
perhaps t he s i ng le- most i m po rtant featu re of fasc i sm 
cons idered in  th i s  t i me ly  a nd cogent ly  d i sc ussed i s sue .  

35 . 



Us i ng  cu l tu re as a point  for departure ,  some com pe l l i ng 
i s sues can be ra i sed wi th  respect to the current  r i se and  
res u rgence of fascist tendencies i n  our  society.  Fo r  i n sta n ce, 
is  there a re lat io n  between the trad i t iona l  Amer ican va l u es of 
l a i ssez-fa i re  cap i ta l i sm, States R ights,  the protesta nt eth i c  and  
rac i sm,  a n d  c u rrent pronouncements fo r  "su pply-s ide 
eco n o m ics," the  " new federa l i s m," vo l u nteer i sm,  and a nt i 
soc i a l  welfare i n it i at ives to get A mer ica back  o n  i t s  feet ? Do 
o p i n io n s  e mergi ng as sa l ient  represent certa i n  seg ments,  
certa i n  reg ions, and certa i n  i nst itut iona l  sectors of society  or 
i s  there growi ng u n a n i m ity aro u nd these va l u es ?  Are we in a 
q u i escent  stage of fasc is m  w here a "superf ic ia l l y  rat iona l  
for m of o l i ga rch i ca l  government" i s  s low ly  d isenfranch i s i ng  
t h e  poor  a n d  m i nor i t ies  i n  th i s  cou ntry? 

The i m pl i cat ions  are profound ,  i f  n ot forete l l i ng .  For 
n otwith sta nd i ng the fact that m u ch of our const i tut iona l  
for m of democracy st i l l  s u rv ives and  cou nterva i l s  fu l l - b l ow n  
fasci s m ,  i t  i s  obv ious  that these s a m e  const i tu t iona l  
gua ra ntees were  in  pl ace, yet  usurped, when past de jure and 
de facto d iscr i m i nat ion  d isenfra nch i sed racia l  m i nor i t ies i n  
th i s  country.  The i mpl i cat ions  o f  some o f  the  more obvious  
fascist- l i k e  tendencies a re  d i scussed be low. 

Emerging Trends with Historical Referents: I mplications for 
Racial Minorities 

I t  can n ot escape the  attent ion of even m i nor  scho la rs of 
h i story that  the Compromise of 1 877 w h i ch e n d ed 
Reconstruct ion  a n d  ushered i n  J i m  C row segregat ion  and  
fascist  r u l e  over southern black A mer icans bears a c lose 
rese mb la nce to the current pol icy of " n ew federa l i sm ."  L i ke 
the  former, " n ew federa l i sm," seeks to retu rn  power a n d  
governa n ce to the  states i n  excha nge f o r  pol i t i ca l  contro l  o f  
t h e  pres idency and  one  h ouse of Congress t o  the  Repu b l i ca n  
party. F o r  example,  what d i fferem::e i s  there i n  deferr i n g  to 
the q u est for "States R ights" i n  1 877 and promi s i ng  l ito g ive 
government back to the people" i n  1 980? I s  t here any 
d i fference in  1 874 newspapers that  carr ied s logans  such as 
" e m'anc i pate the w h ites" and the grow i n g  charges of 
" reverse d i scr i m i nat ion"  in the n ews med ia  of the 1 970s and  
1 980s ? Coup led  w i th  the pres ident 's support ive war on 
federa l reg u lat ions ,  i t  i s  c lear  that there i s  now a s i mi l a r  move 
to d i smant le  c iv i l r ights and affi rmat ive act ion  legi s lat ion  that 
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benefit  m i nor it ies just as there was over a century ago i n  th i s  
cou ntry. 

Ta ke,  for example ,  the ad m i n i strat ion 's c la i m  that the  
conso l idat ion of h ea l th  a n d  socia l  service programs i nto 
b lock gra nts to states w i l l  red uce federa l  f iscal  respons i b i l i ty 
for socia l  programs; h owever, because of budget cuts, the  
sa me i n i t iat ive a lso sh i fts fund ing  responsi b i l i ty to  state 
governments which means that accou ntab i l i ty for federa l  
funds i s  red uced a long with the  ass u ra n ce that these funds  
wi l l  be used  to s u p port nat iona l  goa ls .  The Nat iona l  
Associat ion of Socia l  Workers has  warned that "tu r n i n g  the 
d istr i but ion of funds  over  to states mu l t ip l i es by at  least f i fty 
the risk of d iscr i m i n at ion  and po l it ica l  i nf luence" over wh ich 
programs, which areas of the  states a n d  wh ich popu lat ion 
grou ps wi l l  benef i t  f rom federa l  funds .  Accord i ngly,  the  
conservat ive Repub l ica n  governor  from Vermont  agrees that 
"some populat ions  wi l l  be see n to be abandoned" by b udget 
cuts that fa l l  heav i l y  on socia l  programs.  

In  the gu i se  of retu r n i n g  power to  the states, key support 
has been sought for an economic  progra m that benefits the 
wea l thy at the expense of the  poor.  To obta i n  th i s  suppo rt, 
the more aff luent  are offered tax cuts, new stock optio ns, a n d  
other  benefits by the  Congress a n d  the a d m i n i strat ion t hat 
a re n ot ava i l ab le  to less pr iv i l eged groups .  

Moreover, in  a per iod of economic  dec l ine ,  one might  ask  
how congressmen who earn $60,662. 50 per year  ca n pass a bi l l  
to take restrict ions  of f  th  ; r  earn i ngs and redu ce the b u rden 
of d ual  home owners h i rJ by mak i n g  them tax-deduct ib le ?  
Does the average Amer ica n  su pport these act ions?  

Pol l  and  e lect i o n  data show that the work ing  and m i d d le 
c lasses perceive themselves i n  f u n d amenta l  com pet i t ion  
wi th  the  poor  over  benefits f rom a stagnant  eco n o my .  Th i s  
percept ion  permitted Repu bl icans  to s iphon off s i g n if ica nt  
votes i n  the  l ast e lect ion .  The dynamics of  fascist tendencies 
were at work in this process : Did n ot the powers of med ia  
persuade Mr .  a n d  M rs .  Average Amer ica n  that  the  
exhorbi tant waste in  tax reve n u es was  d ue to "welfare frau d "  
a n d  "welfare  ch i se lers" who cou l d  wor k  but  wou l d  n o t  work 
as  long as  they cou l d  l i ve at t h e  expense of hardwo rk i ng 
tax payers ?  I s  there n ot support f rom r ight-wi ng  conservat ive 
grou ps who abhor " l i bera l "  socia l  progra ms and whose 
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oppos i t ion  has c lear raci a l  i mp l icat ions?  Even r ight-w i ng 
academic i ans  have bee n i nvolved in th i s  p u bl i c  propaga nda 
educat iona l  process. For examp le, the whole  n ot ion  that 
" l i bera l"  soc ia l  p rograms do n ot work i s  part ly t ied to the 
b i o l og ica l  racist not ions  of  academic ians  such as Art h u r  
J ensen and  W i l l i a m  Shock ley who for over a decade have 
t r ied to promote a pseudo-sc ient i f ic  argument that I Q  
her i ta b i l i ty i s  racia l l y l i n ked a n d  that t h e  lower ach ievement 
test scores of b lacks a re d u e  to thei r i nfer ior i ntel l i gence.  
Shock ley, in  part icu la r, has captu red a w ide med i a  a ud i en ce 
by a p pear i ng  frequ ent ly  on  nat iona l  te levis ion  a n d  
espo u s i n g  th i s  v iew. H owever, i n  add i t ion  t o  h i s  "theory," 
Shock ley  has  proposed a "vo l u ntary steri l i zation bon us  p l an"  
w h i c h  wo u l d  save the u nfortunates f rom a l i fe of mi sery and  
reduce their numbers on the  welfare roll. 

Hegemony at home, furthermore, suggests hegemony 
abroad , i .e . ,  the  geopo l i t ica l  concerns of the  wor ld a re 
c lose ly  con nected wi th  domest ic  i s sues .  Budget cuts that  fa l l  
h eavi l y  o n  socia l  programs b u t  i nf late defense spe n d i n g  a re 
not over looked by E u ropeans who view themse lves as pawn s  
cau g ht between a n  ever expa n d i n g  conf l ict between u .S .  
a n d  Sov iet  power.  I ncreasi ng  Amer ican m i l itary strength i s  
not  v iewed by  Europeans  as a d efens ive move to  protect the  
i ntegr i ty o f  d emocracy. I nstead ,  a n  i ncreas i n g  n u mber  o f  
Wester n  E u ropeans " regard President  Reagan as a b i gger  
th reat to wor ld peace than  Pres ident Bres h n ev." 

I n  exa m i n i ng real i ty and reso l ut ion ,  h i story te l l s  u s  that  the 
i ntenti o n s  of cu rrent pol i cy non  sequ i tu rs are n ot o n l y  to re
i n s t i t u t e  w e a l t h y - c l a s s  d o m i n a n c e  a n d  f u r t h e r  
d i senfranch i sement of powerless grou ps, but  a l so to s i l e n ce 
those  w h ose  ideas wor k  aga i nst powerf u l  com mercia l -c lass 
i nterests .  Among  t hose perceived as oppos i n g  these i nterests 
are socia l  a n d  behav iora l  scient i sts .  

I mplications for Social and Behavioral Science 

I n  the  q u est for conformity, those in power attem pt to 
red uce ideologica l  d i fferences to cou nterva i l  a n d  con ta i n  
those forces that a l low for a more i nc lus ive part ic i pat ion  b y  a 
society a n d  its people .  For  scho lars i n  a ll d isc ip l i nes,  
erad icat i n g  the compet i t ion of ideas has  ser iousimp l icat ions  
for produc i n g  and  com m u n i cat i ng essent ia l  i nformat ion  for 
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socia l  and  pol i t ica l  egal i tar i an i sm .  For  i nstance,  socia l  a nd 
behaviora l  scient i sts a re seen as the pr ime movers beh ind  
lyndon Joh nson 's "Great Society" po l icies  that are  sa id  to 
have brought  us  to a ca la mito u s  poi nt  i n  o u r  h i story.  C u rrent 
a nt i - inte l l ectua l  forces in Was h i n gton no  longer  welcome 
their  contr i but ions  as so l ut ions  to contem porary problems.  
Thus,  there are severe b udget cuts in federa l  funds for 
behaviora l  and socia l  research which not only reduces 
support for research poi nt ing  to soci a l  change, but i n  many 
cases d iscont i n u a n ce of  fu n d i n g  i gnores the i m port of 
projects that are  long itud ina l  i n  natu re. 

I t  i s  c lear that the poor and raci a l  m i nor i t ies  are not the sole 
targets of fascist tendencies but  al l  gro u ps that s upport 
ega l i ta r i an  i nterests that are  at var ia nce wi th  the i nterests of 
those i n  contro l .  Th i s  i ss u e  is ra ised with the d isti nct 
convict ion that growi ng  i nto lera nce for d iversity i s  a 
momentous prob lem and its reso l ut ion w i l l  best be served by 
scho lars  who  speak out  with i nte l l ectu a l  c la r i ty  aga i nst 
pol icies  t hat d isenfranchise a l l  but  those who s u pport 
exclus ionary cu l tu ra l  and  corporate i nterests .  

Sh i r ley V i n i n g  B rown 
U n ivers i ty of Mary land 

*The Or ig i na l  t i t le  for Dr .  B rown's  cr i t iq u e  i s  " F orbes on 
Fascis m :  C u rrent I mp l icat ions ." 
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I NSTITUTIONAL RACISM 

Vine  Delor ia ,  J r . 

M uch  of the  act iv i ty i n  the  1 960s revo lvi ng  a bout  c iv i l r ights 
ref lected the  bel ief that raci s m  was a persona l  f law w h ich 
co u l d  be corrected by the  proper adj ustment of federa l  laws 
to g ive s u bstance to the promises of c it izens h i p .  George 
Wa l lace, Lester Maddox, and B u l l  Connor a ll person if ied 
raci s m  wi th  the i r  determined efforts to prevent b lacks from 
ach i ev i n g  f u l l  c i t izensh i p  r ights and the i r  excesses spurred 
t h e m  to act i o n  when i t  was bel ieved that with the power of 
the federa l  govern ment curb ing the act iv it ies of  a few d ie
hard racists d i scri m i nat ion wou ld  f ina l l y  be conquered . The 
e m phas i s  o n  perso na l  att i tudes obscured the  deeply
i n gra i ned i nst i tut iona l  views of race wh ich had systematica l l y  
d i sc r i m i n a ted aga i ns t  m i n o r i ty  g r o u p s  for  d ecades .  
Correct i n g  i nd iv idua l  patterns of behav ior, people be l ieved, 
wou l d  a l so cure i nsti tut ional  practices s i nce i t  was apparent 
to everyo ne that i nstitut ions  were u lt i mately composed of 
people .  

The  soci a l  orga n i zat ions  of h u ma n  society, h owever, a re 
more than  a cong lomerate of i n d iv id ua l s  and  the i r  be l i efs 
a n d  va l u es systems.  Particu lar ly  in western  civ i l i zat ion 
orga n i zat i ons  rap id ly  ass u me a persona l i ty of  the i r  own a n d  
t h i s  persona l i ty s u bstanti a l l y  affects h o w  i n d iv id u a l  members 
of the  gro u p  respond to externa l  pheno mena.  We see the  
personalification of  i nstitut ions most dear ly  i n  patr ioti s m  
w i t h  t h e  most pronou nced, and  poss ib ly  t h e  most da n gerous  
i n  our  l i fet i me, the adoration of the " Father land"  by the  
N at iona l  Socia l i sts wh ich produ ced the  Second Wor ld War .  
Before t hat, h owever, " M other C h u rch" i nsp i red many  an  
atrocity a n d  crusade agai nst non-be l ievers and  today  " Ma 
Bel l" extracts her  pou nd of f lesh from u s  with a cheery s m i le 
a n d  a soot h i n g  com mercia l .  Strangely, a nd perha ps beca use 
the deity of  western c iv i l i zat ion  is so thorough ly  mascu l i n e, 
most i nst i tut ions  of wh ich we are aware ass u me the  fem i n i ne 
gender  a n d  behave i n  fash ion s i m i l a r  to a n  errat ic b lack 
widow sp ider .  Even the  fraterna l  orga n i zat ions  for men,  the  
E lks,  L i ons,  Moose, and  so forth have some femin ine  
e lements or  appear i n  more  ben ign mascul ine g u ise .  
Explorations i n  Ethnic Studies. Vol. 5 ,  No . 1 (JanuarY, 1962) o NAIES, 1982 
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Femin i zat ion of  i nsti tut iona l  i mage does n ot preclu de 
carn ivorous behavior ;  it o n ly masks the  aggressive postu re 
for wh ich western civ i l i zatio n  i s  noted . M i nor i ty groups, 
suffer i ng  fro m the act ions  of the h over i n g  Aryan B i rd of Prey 
as Ca r l  J u ng once character ized the western sta nce, genera l ly  
att r ibute the i r  m i sfortune  to deep ly-he ld  rac ia l  att i tudes 
mi staken ly  be l ievi ng  that they ca n e i ther  cha nge the i r  
pattern of behav ior  to conform to demands  p laced upon 
them by the  majority or change  the  natu re of  western 
att i tude by we l l - reason ed arg u me nts and ana logies w h ich 
wi l l  br i ng  sens ib le  people to a more h u ma n  and  matu re 
pattern of behavior .  I n  e u logies for the  l ate Roy W i l k i ns,  
mourners went to great pa i ns to e mphas ize the rat iona l  bas is  
u pon  which W i l k i ns a pproached racia l  problems and the 
stea d fast  d et e r m i n at i o n w i t h  w h i c h  he const r u cted 
argu ments d es igned to demonstrate the  h u ma n ity of  b lacks 
to those mem bers of the  w hite major i ty who would l i ste n .  
Racia l  m i nor i t ies, therefore, i n  the  face of d i scri m i n atory 
practices a n d  att i tudes wh ich  are gro u nded in psych ic  and  
ph i losoph ica l  i r rat iona l i t ies,  are expected to counter  with 
r igorous ly  log ica l  a rguments and  i r refutab le  e m pi r ical  data 
to prove the i r  c la im to h u ma n ity .  

I f  western att i tudes focused exclus ively on racia l  m inori t ies 
there wou ld  be  some j u st i f icat ion  i n  m a i nta i n i n g  that rac ia l  
d i ffe rences a lone const ituted the  bas is  for d i scr i m i nation .  
However, the  western attitude i s  encompass i n g  and  i nc ludes 
a h osti le  o r  ma levolent postu re toward natu re, toward 
d i s s i d e n t s u b - g ro u p i n g :> w i t h i n  i t s  o w n  r e l a t i v e l y  
ho mogenous  body, toward eco n o mica l ly d ist i nct c lasses, 
and m ost of a l l  i s  host i le  and  ar rogant  wi th  respect to the 
fem i n i n e  with i n  its m idst .  The u n k nown, the  u n usua l ,  or  the  
ident i fiab ly  d i fferent are the  b runt of western anger  and 
d i s d a i n ;  d e r o g a t o r y  o p i n i o n s a n d  i m a g e s  a r e  
i n d iscr i m i nately projected u po n  anyt h i n g  l ac k i n g  fa m i l i a rity 
with i n the restr icted worldview of the  ho lders of power 
wit h i n  the western sphere of i nf l uence.  I nst itu t iona l  rac i sm,  
l i ke i nst itut iona l  excl us ion  and  i nst i tut iona l  sex ism,  a re 
mere ly  the  externa l  man i festat ions  of be l iefs he ld  so 
tenac ious ly  that they gu ide  behavio r  sponta neous ly  by 
exclu d i n g  any process which wou l d  ca l l  them i nto q u est io n .  

Western po l i t i ca l  a n d  economic  i nst i tut ions cla i m  to 
g ro u nd themselves on  pr i nc ip les  of  log ic  wh ich  correlate 
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co m m o n l y  o b served p h e n o m e n a  a n d  b r i n g  n at u ra l  
p rocesses to a stan dard and un iform statement of 
u n dersta n d i ng .  The "socia l  contract" of the Eng l i sh  a n d  
F rench pol i t ical  p h i l osophers pos its t h e  existence of rationa l ,  
property own i n g  a n d  i nf i n itely profound  male c it izens who 
agree to estab l i sh  lega l  and pol i t ica l  pr i nc ip les wh ich w i l l  
maxi m i ze the we l l -bei ng of  a l l  members of  society. Emot ion,  
i ntu i t io n ,  and even self- i nterest of a socia l l y  acid ic  nature are 
a l l  th rust as ide by t hese fou nd ing  fathers i n  favor of a bstract 
p r inci p les  a n d  procedures which w i l l  guara ntee equa l ity and  
j ust ice for  every succeed ing  cit izen of the  socia l  contract .  
Economists are even less coherent i n  the i r  art icu lat ion of  
pr i nc ip les, bel i ev i n g  that  the u ncontro l led pursu i t  of self
i nterest works thro u gh the h idden  cosmic  struct u res to 
provid e  the maxi m u m  benefits to a l l  members of society, 
re ly i n g  on s i mple  supp ly  and demand to e l i m i nate i nj ust ice 
a n d  treachery. 

Grou n d ed in s upposed ly  rat iona l ,  a nd genera l ly cosmic  
natura l  pr i n ci p les ,  western i nst itut ions  project and  expo u n d  
s i mp le  a n d  a pparent ly reasonab le  goals and  p u rposes. 
Ed ucat iona l  i nst itut ions  are designed to promote the  
accu m u lat ion  of k nowledge and  t ransmi t  th i s  i ncreas i n g  
b o d y  o f  i nformat ion and i ns ight  to su bsequent generat ions .  
Po l i t ica l  i nst i tut ions are des igned to ensure equa l  and j u st 
treatment  to a l l  c it izens and to guara ntee access to a l l  
ave n ues o f  partic ipat ion and redress. Re l ig ious  i nst itut ions  
c la i m  i m med iate access to  the de i ty and specia l  knowledge of  
H i s  Wi l l  a t  a n y  part icu lar  cris i s  or occas ion .  Socia l  i nst i tut ions  
ho ld  out  the  promise o f  lofty a n d  respected status  wit h i n  
both l oca l co m m u n it ies a n d  t h e  nat iona l  arena .  A t  every turn  
the  i nst i tut io n s  of western civi l i zat ion pu rport to open to the  
i nd iv idua l ,  i rrespective of  race, gender  or  age, the u lt i mate 
benefits which western logic sees as the prod uct of i ts  
con nect ion  with nat u ra l  and cosmic  processes.  

A l though i nstitut ions advocate certa i n  specif ic goals  and  
form u late the i r  pub l i c  i m age i n  the most favorab le  terms i n  
wh ich  these  goa ls can be symbol i zed,  t h e  pr i mary purpose of 
i nsti tut iona l  l i fe i s  n ot to fu l f i ll the goa ls  b ut to ensure the 
perpetua l  l ife of the organ ization .  Corporat ions  by law have 

. perpetua l  l i fe,  rel ig ious  i nst itut ions c la im  such longevity by 
d iv ine  decree, a nd the other  orga n izat ions  gro u n d  their  r ight 
to l ife in the  j u st ice or relevance of the i r  goals .  Thus the 
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corporate manager, k nowi n g  fu l l  wel l  that  the stock holders 
are hel pless before his stack of proxies at the a n n ua l  meet i n g, 
justifies h i s  act ions o n  the argu ment that were h e  to d o  
otherwise the com pany co u l d  n o t  remai n  i n  b u s i n ess or,  
more often,  cou l d  n ot rema i n  "compet it ive." Rel ig ious  
l eaders of  every persuasion a d m o n i s h  the i r  fol l owers in  the 
most . fearf u l  terms to conti n u e  and i n crease their  
contr ibut ions  "that  the Lord's  work may co nti n u e  and 
g row." M e m bers h i p  dr ives of vol u ntary organ i zat ions go to 
extravagent lengths to record t h e  progress of the grou p 
agai nst a myt h i ca l  goal  or su pposed e n e m i es as a means of 
bolste r i n g  a fa lter i n g  i nstitut i o n  or  expa n d i n g  a n  a l ready 
successfu l  o peratio n .  I t  is  thus  in the nature of western 
i nst i tut ions to sp u r n  sta b i l ity in favor of conti n ued growth 
and expanded socia l  status .  

Ad herence to the fou nd i n g  pr i n ci ples a n d  expa ns ion of  
i nst itutio n a l  ca pabi l ity requ i re a homoge n o u s  consti tuency 
a n d  demand as obedi e nt a consti tue ncy as ca n be reaso nably  
gathered together .  I f  stat u s  i s  conferred by the i nstitut ion,  its 
price i s  a l most a lways u n q u esti o n i n g  l oyalty to t he 
i nst itutio n a l  leaders h i p a n d  s i g n if icant sacrif ices by the 
me m b e r s .  H o m og e n e i t y  req u i res that  a l l  m e m b e rs,  
co nsti tuents o r  c l ie nts have relat ively co m mo n  i nterests or  
ad here to restr icted i ntel lect u a l  perspectives so t hat they f ind 
agree ment or  commonal ity in  the i r  re l at ionsh i ps with one 
a n other.  The h i story of d esegregat i o n  of American 
i nst i tut ions e loq uent ly  i l l ustrates the fact t hat the th reatened 
destruct i o n  of orga n i zat i o n a l  h o m ogeneity posed a far 
greater perceived d a nger than the possi b i l i ty of expa n d i n g  
t h e  i nstitut iona l  o utreach a n d  i n f l u e n ce to a greater hor izo n .  
So h o m ogeneity wit h i n  ex ist i ng i nsti tut ions  becomes a more 
i m porta nt aspect of i nst itut i o n a l  l i fe t h a n  t h e  a vowed goals  of 
the orga n i zat i o n  a n d  becomes the l i fe b l ood which for ms the 
e moti o n a l  guarantee of cont i n ued existence of the group.  

In  the U n i t e d  States ,  u n f o rt u n a t e l y ,  i n st i t u t i o n a l  
homogeneity  ass u med a racist-sexi st p ost u re o n  both a 
pract ica l  and p h i l os o p h i ca l  leve l .  Those gro u ps i n it i a l l y  
excl u ded fro m the soci a l  contra ct p u rview by i nadeq uate 
a n a l y s i s  b e ca m e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  t h r e a t s  t o  c o n t i n u e d  
i nstitut iona l  ex istence by t h e i r  a p p roach, see k i n g  the 
benefits of o rga n i zat io n a l  l i fe w h i ch were pro m ised i n  
symbol  a nd creed b y  the p u bl i c  ex iste n ce o f  the i nst i tut ion. 
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Ear ly  case l aw record ing  the threshho ld  arr iva l  of b lacks,  
I n d ia ns, women, As ia ns,  and even those lack i ng  property 
q ua l i f icat ions  demonstrates the narrow grounds  for reject ion 
as  g rou nded in  i n co m plete and someti mes severely 
rest r icted cons iderat ions regard ing  the scope of nat u ra l  law 
and com mo n  sense.  The Cherokee Nation,  for exa m ple,  
a l thoug h  enjoyi n g  a l l  the  pol i t ical  att r ibutes of sovereignty 
a n d  i nternat iona l  ex istence, i s  character i zed by the U .S .  
S upreme Court as a "domestic dependent nat ion" and 
thereby i s  excl uded f rom the  fam i l y  of  nat ions .  M rs .  
Bradwel l ,  app ly i n g  for ad m iss io n  to the  I l l i no i s  bar, i s  
i n formed t hat her  gender  ca n n ot withsta nd  the  ri gorous 
p h ys ica l  and e motiona l  demands of the profess ion
a l though  d ru dgery of a less sat isfyi ng  nature seems to be 
with i n  her capab i l i t ies .  Dred Scott may be a person in fact but  
certa i n l y  i s  not  one i n  l aw,  a n d  Asians,  severe ly  restr icted in 
the i r  m ovements in the western U ni ted States, a re 
cha racter i zed by the Supreme Court as "cla n n ish"  and  
i nca pab le  of ass i m i l at i ng with other  members of  society. I n  
these a n d  other  examples the  pr i mary factor l i n k i ng a l l  
exc l u s iona ry pract ices and doctr ines i s  the  i nadeq uacy of the  
i n i t i a l  concept ion of the  socia l contract and  the deter m i ned 
a l leg ia nce to th i s  i nadeq uacy for fear  of the  destruct ion  of  
the  i nsti tu t ion  itself .  

G iven the nature of western i nstitut ions and the i r  
propens ity to ex i st i n  def ia nce of the i r  avowed goa l s  and  the i r  
f renz ied  q u est for  eterna l  l i fe, reform assu mes a pecu l i a r  
costu me.  I nterna l  i nst itut iona l  cons istency i s  pr i mar i l y  a 
fu n ct i o n  of adherence to pub l ic ly  dec lared goals  and 
pr i n ci p l es and  reform makes a n  i mmed i ate  cha llenge to the 
obvio u s  gap between creda l  statements and  actua l  
perfo rma nce.  Why i s  the  i nsti tut ion fa i l i n g  to ach i eve its 
goa l s ?  H ow can i t  b l i the ly  procl a i m  one th ing  and b l atant ly  
p ract i ce i ts  polar  opposite? What are the responsi b i l it i es of  
m embers h i p  to ensu re the consu mat ion  of goa l s  and the  
pro m u l gat ion of the qua l i ties of just ice, mercy, a n d  equ ity? 
As t h ese q uest ions  a re th rust at i nsti tut ions  they mark the 
d i rect cha l lenge of the natu ral world accord i ng to whose 
pr i nci p les of i n herent logic the i nstitut ion c la i ms to ab id e, 
a n d  they tr igger  a process of i nterna l  cr it ique  w h ich genera l ly 
cons ists of rear rang ing  words, concepts, and  i nterpretat ions  
with i n  the  i nst i tut iona l  statement of purpose which wou ld 
prod u ce a new statement of goa ls  that p urports to exp la in  
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how present behavior i s  i n  fact a fu l f i l l ment  of prev iously  
a rt i cu lated va lues and goals .  

The accusat ion  of raci a l  m i nor i t ies d u r i n g  the 1 960s and 
1970s that Amer ica n  response to the i r  p leas and demands was 
pr imar i l y  a matter of rhetor ic was wel l-fou nded.  Creda l  
statements were rearranged to escape any u lt i mate locat ion 
of  wrongdo ing  w it h i n  the i n st i tution .  The most popu lar  
response was  not t hat the i nst i tut io n  was do ing wrong but  
that i t  cou ld do more .  In  secu r i n g  th i s  admiss ion  m i l ita nts 
be l i eved they had ach i eved a great v ictory b ut in fact they 
had on ly  forced organ i zations  to i ncrease the rate at wh ich 
they performed the i r  trad i t iona l  d ut ies  and respons ib i l i t ies .  
The rhetor ic cons i sted in the reorder i ng  of fami l i a r  concepts 
to cover data and phenomena prev ious ly  excl uded from 
cons iderat ion  wi thout  u nderta k i n g  the onerous task of 
reth i n k i n g  the bas is  u pon which operat i n g  pr i nci p les and the 
concept ion  of the world had been adopted . N o  redefi n i t ion 
of any fu ndamenta l  tenet of be l ief ever occurred and the 
assu mpt ions  concern i ng the nat u re of cos mic process were 
never given a r igorous cr it i que  to ensure the i r  app l icab i l i ty to 
what was perce ived as a new s i tuat ion .  Thus  jobs were seen as 
an economic  so lut ion in a rapi d l y  chang ing  tech nologica l  
per iod i n  w h i c h  soph i st icated co mputers were replaci ng 
even majori ty mem bers in their  comfortab le  employment 
n iches.  

A fa i l u re to exam i n e  fam i l i a r  be l iefs which wou ld ,  of 
cou rse, ca l l  i nto quest ion  the avowed goals of i nst itut iona l  
existence has i m med iate i m pl icat ions  i n  the sphere of 
i nst itut iona l  raci sm .  N ot on ly  are i nsti tut ions  or iented toward 
pa rt i cu l a r  a n d  favo red c l i e n t e l e  a n d  co n st i t u e n c i es ,  
fu l f i l l  ment of  the i r  goa l s  req u i res that the  genera l  statement 
of  pu rpose and any temporary aberrat iona l  i n terpretat ion  of 
the pu rpose demanded by the t i mes and the i r  confus ion be 
used by i nst i tut iona l  managers as the gu ide l i ne for action  and 
response.  At  th i s  poi nt persona l  raci sm can become the  
determi n i n g  factor i n  esta b l i s h i n g  the scope of act iv i ty of the  
i nst i tut io n .  When l aw schools  were frant ica l l y  atte m pt i ng  to 
recru it  members of m i nor i ty grou ps, l u d i crous i nsta nces of 
i nd iv idua l  rac ism occu rred . The d i rector of admi ss ions  of 
Yale Law School ,  i nformed on the  te lephone that a n I nd ia n  
law student  w a s  ava i lab le ,  responded t h a t  "we a l ready have 
one" wi th  the i mp l i ed message that were a kangaroo 
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ava i l ab le  he  or she might  be more acceptab le  s ince Ya le 
obvious ly  d id  not have one of these as yet. When the 
ch u rches and federa l  agencies adopted the  pol i cy of self
determ i nat ion  for rac ia l  m i nori t ies, equa l l y  frant ic a nd 
demean i ng searches were carr ied out to get at least one 
I nd i a n, b lack, Chicano or  woman who wou ld become an  
i m med iate ly v i s ib le  man ifestation  of the i nsti tut iona l  
com m itment to change.  Th is  h u ma n  insura nce po l icy, 
d ressed u p in o rgan izat iona l  status, was v i rtua l ly wi thout  
power o r  prest ige but  was pushed forward on every occas ion 
when the v is ib le  presence was req u i red.  

Th e o pport u n ity in th is  i nstance for the exercise of 
persona l  racism was golden and i nvo lved the accu m u lat ion . 
of proper profi le  samples of rac ia l  mi nor i t ies wi thout  t h e  
s l i ghtest i ntent  of m a k i n g  t h e m  anyth i n g  more t h a n  a buffer 
symbol  aga i nst cont inued pressu re fro m outs ide.  I nd iv idua l  
ta le nts and accompl i sh ments of mi nor ity representatives 
chosen in th i s  scramble  for respectab i l i ty were rare ly 
cons idered s i nce the tas k  was to symbol ize com mitment
"we haven't done enough"-and not to u ndertake i t .  L i ke 
the " best f r iend i n  h igh  schoo l"  synd rome-sloga n,  
i nst i tu t iona l  managers deeply be l ieved that  the i n d iv idua l s  
chosen to represent  the organ izat ion  cou l d  on ly  fu nct ion  as  
pub l i c  re lat ions  i m ages and whatever powers were vested in  
these new i nst i tut iona l  tokens were carefu l ly c ircu mscribed 
at h i gher  leve l s  to prevent any stray i ng from i nsti tut iona l  
corra l s .  E l i g i b i l i ty standards depended a l most who l ly  on the  
perso na l experiences and knowledge of i nsti tut iona l  
managers and with qua l i f icat ions  i n  a state of t ra ns i t ion 
because of the need for symbols  of i nvolvment,  hard l y  any  
rat iona l  cr i ter ia  for  i nst itut iona l  acceptance ex isted . Wh i te 
managers became patrons to m i n or i ty personne l  and a 
stra n ge i nst i tut iona l  feuda l i sm emerged to co-ex ist  with 
cont i n u i n g  orga n i zationa l  goals and purposes. 

T h e  o r i g i n a l  soc i a l  co n tracts w h i c h  u nd e r g i rded 
i nst i tut ions depended on t he recogn i t ion of a certa in  
"ci t i zensh ip"  status of i nd iv id ua l  mem bers w hether  i t  was 
the congregat ion  of the saved, the mutua l  respect of 
property holders for each other, or  the happy gr i n and s l i ght 
sm i le  which profess iona l s  in a f ie ld accord to one another .  
Ad m iss ion of the token rac ia l  m i nority i nvolved the 
recogn i t ion  of a prev ious ly  unserved cl ientele and  the 
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recru i tment of a sample as symbol ic  reassu rance that the 
danger posed by the group was not u lt imate.  I f ,  after a l l ,  a 
tame one were a l l owed to run  free l y  on the premises, there 
was a good chance that the remai nder  of the herd cou ld  be 
brought to domestic i ty before any harm was done. Racia l  
m i nor i t ies therefore never entered i nto the  status  o f  c it izen 
in the  same way that the i r  wh ite predecessors had once 
become accepted by the i nst itut ion .  I f  they were no longer 
su bjects of a n  aggress ive i nst itut iona l  miss ion they were now 
c l ients in  a larger i nst i tut iona l  respons i b i l i ty but  they were 
never fu l l  part ici pants in the i nterna l  processes of the 
i nst i tut ion . 

I n  se lect i n g  the symbol ic  sample  for i n cl us ion i n  the 
i nst i tut iona l  group, extreme care i s  genera l l y  exerci sed to 
choose an "acceptab le" mi nor i ty representat ive.  Acceptab le  
i n  th i s  context means possess i n g  a soci a l  prof i le  wh ich 
corresponds as c lose ly  as poss ib le  to the idea l i zed i mage of 
the m i nority groups held by the managers ma k ing  the 
se lect ion .  Here perso na l  rac ism and stereotypes are cr i t ica l  
factors.  I n d ians  are chose n who " l ook  l i ke I nd ia ns" wh ich is  
to say the fortu nate i n d iv id ua l  p icked to become an  
i n st i tut iona l  to ken i s  i m med iate ly ident i f i ab le  as an  I nd ian  so  
that happenstance meet i ngs wi l l  prod uce i nsta nta neous 
aff i rmative resu l ts .  A var iance of th is  se lect io n i s  to choose 
i nd iv idua l s  obvi ous ly  i ncom petent  who can be eas i l y  
i nt im idated or d i rected s o  that t h e  symbol ic  fu nct ion of 
l eaders h i p  r e m a i n s  p u re l y  sy m b o l i c  a n d  a n y  nove l  
contr i but ion wh ich the i nd iv i d ua l m ight  be capable of  
mak i n g  i s  n u l l i f ied from the begi n n i ng .  Rac ia l  mi nor i t ies,  
faced with these h u rd les in obta i n i n g  e ntrance to i nsti tut ions 
must choose between becomi ng  d i sp lay pi eces in  the 
i nst itu t iona l  p u b l ic re lat ions  progra m or i n secu re i n hab itants 
of the i nsti tut iona l  reservat ion  wi l l i n g  to acco m modate 
a l most any set of va l u es in order to rema i n  with i n  the secu rity 
of i nst i tut iona l  confi nes .  

A l though m u ch of th is  act iv i ty in se lect i n g  i n d iv id ua l s  of 
m i nor i ty backgro u nd and in placi ng  them with i n  i nst i tut iona l  
s t ructu res i s  not  consc i o u s l y  i n te l l ect u a l l y  d i rected ,  
occas iona l  emotiona l  i nc idents man i fest the u nder ly i ng 
i ntent  of the orga n i zat iona l  managers .  l i ke Middle Age 
feuda l i sm wh ich sought  out cou rt jesters and carefu l ly 
cu l t ivated u n usua l  physical  spec imens  such as dwarfs to 
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p lease t he soverei gn ,  i n sti tu t iona l  managers seek to 
g u a ran tee the accepta b i l ity of i nd iv id ua l s  of raci a l  m i nor ity 
backgrou n d  by emphas i z ing  the exotic character ist ics wh ich  
m ight serve to aff i rm the i nst i tut iona l  t ie. Accusat ions  of 
rac i sm fa l l  f l at before th i s  i nst i tut i ona l  se lect ion  process 
because the  motivat ion  for i ncl u d i n g  racia l  m i nor it ies at least 
on the  su rface i s  regarded as p u re ly  benevolent. Faced with 
the i n i t i a l  ben ign  acceptance by the i nsti tut ion the token 
m i n o rity i nd i v id u a l  becomes v i rtua l l y  hel p less when  
confronted w i th  the necess ity to  rebel or  protest o n  beha l f  of 
her or h i s  gro u p  when i nst i tut i ona l  goa l s  and  programs take 
on a h armfu l or ma levolent aspect. I t  is then that the western  
i nst i tu t ion a l  eth ic  asserts itse lf  and  token representat ives 
beco me wi l l i ng to accept "a l i tt le evi l "  i n  order to acco m p l i sh  
a g reater good.  Once the symbo l i c  representat ive accepts 
t he i n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o g r a m  a n d  p a r t i c i p a tes i n  i t s  
pro m u lgati on ,  t he f i n a l  l i n k  with the m i nor ity co m m u n ity i s  
severed a n d  t h e  co-optat ion  is  co mplete. 

A l l  of t hes e processes operate in i nst itut ions  contro l led 
com p letel y  by the major i ty .  I n  the last two decades we have 
exper ienced a n  a l ternat ive form of i nst i tut iona l  l i fe wh ich  i s  
as corros ive of  rac ia l  m i nori ty co m m u n it ies as to ken 
part i c i pat ion  i n  major ity domi nated orga n i zat ions .  Th i s  
a l te r n at ive i s  t he estab l i s h ment of  m i nority i nsti tu t ions  w h i ch 
a re cha rtered to perform the same f u nct ions  as major ity 
ent i t ies a nd are funded a l most whol l y  from the coffers of 
p u b l i c  i n s t i tu t io n s .  The va u n ted C o m m u n i ty Act i o n  
Programs a m o n g  t h e  poor supported b y  p ri vate fou ndat i ons  
a n d  govern ment agencies a re the most p romi nent  gro u ps i n  
t h i s  catego ry .  Among A mer ica n  I n d i a n s  t he t r i b a l  
govern me nts created u nder  the I nd i a n  Reorgan izat ion  Act 
wh ich have been i n  ex i stence near l y  ha l f  a centu ry represent  
th i s  category of  i nsti tut iona l  existence. Procla i med as 
i n st r u ments of se l f-govern ment, thei r every move i s  su bject 
to the  f i n a l  approva l of the Secretary of the I nter ior  o r  h i s  
author ized de legate. W i t h  n o  u lt i mate decis ion-ma k i ng 
powers, these gover n ments are red uced to mere charades of 
po l i t ica l  f reedo m  and  whenever a t r iba l  govern ment  has  
r igorous ly  opposed the wishes of federa l b u reaucrats i t  has  
fo u n d  i t se l f  declared a n  u nauthor ized govern ment by the 
s u per ior  powers and  has been speed i l y  rep laced by a new set 



of offi cers more compl i an t  wi th govern ment  pol ic ies .  The 
recent removal of su pport i ng funds  by govern ment and 
p r i v a t e  f o u n d a t i o n s  i n d i ca t e s  t h a t  t h i s  a l t e r n a t i v e  
i nst i tut ion a l  sta l k i n g  horse i s  seen a s  i r re levant  to 
conte m porary needs of the maj or i ty .  

I nst i tu t iona l  p rocesses work proper ly  because of the i r  
restr icted wor ldv iew a n d  beca use rac ia l  m i n o ri t ies accept the 
western vers ion  of na tura l  l aw.  Major i ty  ru le  i s  uncr i t ica l l y  
we lcomed by mi nor i t ies to replace the i r  o lder  u se  of 
com m u n ity consensus  i n  decis ion-ma k i ng .  Ownersh ip  of 
ta ng ib le  property assets i s  accepted as  an emp i r ical  i nd icator 
of persona l  worth and socia l  success in l i e u  of com m u n ity 
service and persona l  char i sma .  U nco ntro l led compet i t ion i s  
be l ieved to be the path to p ro m i n ence rat her  than persona l  
i ntegr i ty .  The hor izonta l  d i mens ion  of fol k cu l tu re i s  
e l i m i nated in  favor of  construct ion  of  the  u rban-fe uda l  
pyra mida l  s t ruct u re favored by western peoples .  H ie rarchy 
re p laces t he com m u n ity counc i l  and conformity routs 
i n d i v i d u a l  a c h i e v e m e n t .  E ve n t u a l l y , w i t h  co m p l e t e  
accepta nce o f  the restr icted log ics a n d  d octri nes i n herent  i n  
t h e  i nst i tut iona l  sett i ng,  even re lat io n s h i ps wi th  nat u re a re 
termi nated i n  favor of a who l l y  a rt i f ic ia l  ex is tence .  Racia l  
m i nor i t ies com e  to exist  wit h i n  the  n arrow confi nes of 
western ph i losophy  a n d  wi thout  rea l iz i n g  i t  become the  
su bjects o f  i nvest igat ion  of western science and its 
malevo lent  red u ct ion i sm .  

I n  atte m pt i n g  to b reak  ou t  of t h i s  c u l t u ra l  s tra ightjacket 
m i n o r i t i e s  have  r a r e l y  a t te m pted to  forge  a new 
p h i l osoph ica l  base wh ich wou ld  a l i g n  t h e m  wi th  heret ica l 
e lements of the  western wor ldv iew a n d  lay  the  grou ndwork 
for a tra nsform at ion  of western  va l ues and i nsti tu t ions .  
Be l i evi n g  that  they can master t h e  i n h erent  d i fficu l t ies w h ich 
face them wit h i n  t he western m i l i eu ,  they have genera l l y  
attem pted to w o r k  t he i r  w a y  t h r o u g h  t h e  va l u e  system of the  
major i ty to emerge transcendent  a bove i ts  seats of power 
be l ievi n g  t hat they have reached a safer and h i g h e r  g ro u n d .  
A t  t h e  h i g h est levels  of western i nsti tu t iona l  ach ieve m e nt 
they d iscover ho l low men and ho l low struct u res he ld  
together  by the frenz ied affi rmat ion of  u n exa m i n ed 
h i stor ica l  myths.  S u pp ly  s ide  econo mics wi th its f ict iona l  
capi ta l  i nvestor i s  a n  example  of  the  fa l s i ty  of  western po l i t ica l  
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a n d  eco n o m i c  mytho logy a n d  the  co ntemporary i m passe 
s h o u l d  be a s u ff ic ient  e m pi r ica l  demonstra t ion  of t he 
i n herent  error  i n  t he western ana lys i s  of h u ma n  soc ia l  l i fe .  
Tra nscenda nce i s  n ot possi b le  because the  f i n a l  term in t he 
equa t ion  i s  w ho l l y  w i thout  s u bsta nce .  

Perhaps o n l y  the  demagogues w it h i n  racia l m i n or i t ies have 
grasped t h e  esse nt i a l  prob lem of relati n g  to western  cu l tu re.  
I n t u i t i ve ly rat her  than ana l yt ical ly they proc la i med t hat 
u lt i m ate  freedo m was e i ther  w i thdrawl or part ic i pat i o n ,  as  
contem porary ba r bar ia ns,  in  t he f ina l  dest ruct i o n  of the  
po l i t i ca l -eco n o m ic system .  Bu t  t hey saw as the i r  u lt i mate 
e n e m i es the p resent h o lders of power and  made an 
esse nt i a l l y  p h i l osoph ica l  revo lu t ion  i nto mere ly  a po l i t i ca l 
eco n o m i c  exchange of persona l i t ies .  I nstead of dema n d i n g  
t h a t  nat i o n a l  i ns t i tu t ions ,  a n d  part i cu l a r l y  ed ucat iona l  
i nst i t u t ions ,  expa n d  to  accom modate t h e i r  i nterests, t hey  
s h o u l d  h ave advocated a n  aggress ive co nfrontat iona l  
d i a logue  o n  a p h i l osoph ica l - ideo log ica l  p l ane  wi th  t h e  goa l 
of s u bvert i n g  western p h i l osoph ica l  be l i efs .  The co m p l ex of 
con cepts w h i ch western  peop les  use to process data a n d  
m a k e  dec i s ions  a r e  the  u lt i mate enemy o f  m i nor i t ies, n o t  t h e  
robots w h o  grasp t h e m  when faced w i th  u nexpected 
s i tua t ions  w h i c h  demand i m med iate response.  

U nfort u na te l y  raci a l  m i nor i t ies have a lso adopted t he 
Amer i ca n  propens i ty to rush about  be i n g  co ncerned w i th  
sy m ptoms  rather  t h a n  root i n g  out  bas ic  ca uses .  I t  i s  v i rtu a l l y  
i m poss i b l e  t o  d iscuss abstract not ions  w i t h  leaders o f  rac i a l  
m i n or i ty  co m m u n it ies  who focus excl us ive ly  o n  br i n g i n g  
i m med iate  i f  expedient  re l ief t o  t h e i r  com m u n i t ies .  
Exped i e n cy br i n gs exceed i ng l y  short-te r m  be nef i ts  and 
prec l u des t he opport u n ity to focus  on  cont i n u i n g  prob lems  
w i th  any  degree of  soph ist icat ion  and  i ns igh t .  Const ruct i n g  a 
we l l - conceived p l a n  for a l ter i n g  i nst i tu t iona l  d i rect ions ,  
goals and o pportu n i t ies  must n�cessa r i l y  i nvolve the  a n a l ys is  
o f  u n d e r l y i n g  ph i lo so p h i e s  a n d  es ta b l i s h i n g  tact i ca l  
approaches t o  i nst i tu t iona l  change that  w i l l  bear  f ru i t .  Rac ia l  
m i nor i t ies h ave bee n the h u nter-gatherers of western 
i r:'_d ��tr i�J i s m  i nstead of  the p lanters and b u i lde rs and u n t i l  
t h e y  c o m e  t o  u n derstan d  t h e  secondary nat u re of t h i s  ro le ,  
l i t t l e  o f  l a s t i n g  s i g n i f i ca n ce ca n b e  acco m p l i s h e d .  
I nst i tu t iona l racism,  therefore, i s  a p henomenon  created by 
the  western  c u l t u ra l  re lat ions h i p  with the n at u ra l  wor ld ,  
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a l b e i t  i n c o m p l e t e ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  i n a b i li t y  o r  
u n w i l l i ngness o f  i t s  const i tuents  a nd s u bjects t o  see a n d  
pursue a l te rnat ive ex p lana t ions  o f  the. wor ld  a� d t h e  p �ace of 
h u ma n  be in gs i n  i t .  By  thought less act Ions  a n d  I I I -cons Idered 
responses we a id a n d  a bet our oppressors ana become t he 
last bast ion  beh i n d  wh ich  t hey can retreat a nd attem pt to 
s u rvive. 

Cr i t ique 

For  t hose w h o  see i nst i tut iona l  raci s m  as  a prob lem wh ich 
ca n be solved , the  poi nts of focus  by  De lor ia  are these : An  
i nst i tu t ion  i s  a " perso n "  w i th  a persona l i ty shaped by 
western-cu l t u re ;  and i ns t i tut io n a l  rac i s m  i s  a phenomenon 
created by western  cu l tu re .  The  idea  that  an  i nst i tu t ion  i s  a 
"person" wi th  a person a l i ty of i ts  own i s  not  new; the lega l  
profess ion  has  he ld  that  a corporat io n ,  a nd therefore,  a n  
i nst i tu t ion ,  i s  a " person"  protected by t h e  fou rth a mendment 
of the Const i tut i o n .  B ut h u ma n ists ,  m ost of  w h o m  are fou n d  
on col l ege ca m puses,  reject the  i d ea t h a t  t h e  i nst i tut ion for 
wh ich  they wor k  i s  a " perso n . " The i r  reject ion  i s  u nfortunate, 
s i nce i t  leads  to t h e  be l i ef that rac i sm ca n be e rad icated by 
correct i ng  i nd i v i d u a l  patterns  of behav ior .  An i nst i tut ion ,  
they  wo u ld a rgue, i s  made up of i n d iv idua l s .  I t i s .  B ut once a n  
i ns t i tu t ion takes o n  a persona l i ty o f  i ts  own ,  Del or ia  poi nt s  
out ,  that " person a l i ty  s u bstan t i a l l y  affects h ow ind i v idua l  
m e m b e r s  o f  the  i n s t i t u t i o n  r e s p o n d  t o  e x t e r n a l  
phenome na ," a nd not the  other  way arou n d .  

Efforts, therefore, to erad i cate i ns t i tu t iona l  rac is m  b y  
correcti n g  i nd iv id u a l  patterns  of  behav ior  h ave genera l l y  
fa i led .  The s igns  a n d  sy mbols  o f  rac i s m  a re g o n e .  Most 
i nst i tu t ions  are i ntegrated, a n d  most people  wou l d  say t h at 
we h ave  m a d e  p r o g ress  toward  a n  o p e n  soc ie ty .  
Neverthe less,  opportu n i t ies for  b lacks ,  wo men ,  a nd other  
m i n or i t ies a re yet  rat her  l i m ited . Of 660 fac u l ty mem bers of  
the  U n i vers i ty of  New Orlea ns ,  fewer than e ighteen a re 
b lack .  Yet of i t s  1 5 ,000 students,  4,000 a re b l ack .  Percentages 
for women a re better  t h a n  t hose for b l acks ,  but they too a re 
bad.  T h e  fa i l u re to i nc lude  b lacks ,  women,  a n d  ot her  
m i n or i t ies i n  s i g n i f ica nt  n u mber  in  the  ad m i n istrat i o n  and  o n  
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t h e  staff spe l l s  out  i n  every possi b le  way, " b lacks a n d  women 
a re wort h l ess h u ma n  be i ngs ."  Our  i nst i ncts  te l l  u s  that  
somet h i n g  is  wron g . '  There i s .  But  there are n o  s igns ;  there 
a re n o  symbo l s  of t he  evi l . There i s  no i n d iv idua l  to whom we 
ca n poi n t  a n d  say, " rac is m l "  Ma ny students ,  m i nor i t ies ,  
d eve l o p  an i n to lerab le  b i t terness of sp i r i t  withou t  ever  
k nowi ng why . B lacks  tend to develop a hat red a n d  fear  of  
wh i tes ;  wom e n  tend to develop a hatred a n d  fea r of men;  . 
ne i t he r  g ro u p  seems to k now why i t  deve lops the  att i tudes i t  
does .  The i d ea t hat b lacks and  other  m i n or i t ies are wort h l ess 
h u ma n  be i n gs grows out of  the cu lt u re .  It i s  fostered by t h e  
c u lt u re :  t hose o n  the  bottom m ust b e  there beca use of t h e i r  
own nat u ra l  i na b i l i ty . S o ,  De lor ia  wou l d  have us  red i rect o u r  
efforts .  I nstead o f  demand i n g  that  nat iona l  i nst i tu t ions  
s i m p l y  expand to accommodate our  i nte rests as  we have in  
t h e  pas t ,  we ,  b l acks,  women ,  and  other  m i nor i t ies, m ust  force 
i ns t i tu t ions  to con front  the  ph i losoph ica l - i deolog ica l  bas i s  of 
t h e i r  own goa ls  a n d  su bvert western p h i losop h i ca l  be l i efs 
i n to ho ld i n g  that  b l acks ,  women ,  a nd other  mi nor i t ies a re 
i ndeed h u ma n  be i ngs whose va l u e  weste rn c u l t u re m ust 
accept  as i nf i n i te l y  worthwh i le .  It  i s  a d iff i cu l t  task, l a rge ly  
beca use there are  so  few b lacks  and  m i nor i t ies  prepared to  
u n derta k e  the  confrontat i o n .  Wi th  i t s  a na lys i s  of the ca uses 
o f  racis m ,  De lor ia  l ays the gro u n d  work .  But we m u st a l l  do 
o u r  h omework  if  we a re go i n g  to ease the i n to lerab le  
b i tte rness of  sp i r i t  o f  m i nor i t ies i n  th i s  society.  

J a mes A.  Perry 
U n i vers i ty of New Or leans  

Crit ique  

" T h e  comp lex  of concepts wh ich  western peoples  u se to  
p rocess da ta  a nd make deci s ions  a re  the  u lt i mate enemy of 
m i nor i t ies . . . . " As an edu cator,  and  especi a l l y  as one 
i nvolved in  educat i n g  journa l i sts, I found myse l f  d rawn to  
De lor ia ' s  statement . M y  perspective o n  i nst i tu t iona l  rac i sm 
s tems pr i mar i l y  from d i rect part ic ipat ion  in  both the  
t rad i t iona l  i nst i t u t ion  of  socia l i zat i o n-ed ucat ion-a nd what 
I cons ider to be the  most s i gn if icant agent  of socia l i zat ion 

52 



today-mass med i a .  The  cha l l enge i n herent  i n  that pos i t ion  
i s  th i s :  I f  we d o  not  educate non-WASP com m u n i cators, i f  we 
do not sens i t i ze  com m u n icators to n on-WASP concerns,  
there i s  l it t le cha nce that the messages com mu ni cated wi l l  be 
any less racist (or  sexist )  than  t h ey have been h i stor ica l l y .  
Moreover ,  and  u l t i m ate ly  m o r e  i m po rta nt ,  i f  s u c h  
com m u n i cators never atta i n  pos i t ions  of  rea l power with i n  
the media  ( that is ,  i f  they do not control  t h e  money o r  
content ) ,  the i nst i tut ion l i ke ly  wi l l  rema i n  essent ia l ly  a s  i t  i s .  
Cons ider ing  the i n d ustry has reven u es exceed i ng $30 b i l l i on  
a n ua l l y  and  ha s  sta unch ly  res i sted change of a l l  sorts, there i s  
l i tt le  to suggest that  these changes w i l l  come e i ther  q u ick ly  or  
eas i l y .  

The u bi q u itousness of  the  med ia  in  o u r  everyday l ives i s  a 
fact. The i m pact the media  have o n  our l i ves, both d i rect ly  
and  i n d i rect ly ,  takes  many shapes.  What Wal ter  L i ppman n  
ca l led t h e  " p i ct u res i n  o u r  heads," that i s  o u r  v iew of rea l i ty, 
today a re shaped large ly  by the med ia .  The media  rei nforce 
our  stereotypes;  the  med ia  create stereotypes. Te lev i s ion,  
especia l ly,  beca use of the  way it i s  u sed (" I f  I saw i t ,  it m ust be 
rea l " )  has a n  i ns id ious  capacity for creat i n g  a nd f ix ing i mages.  

Who creates the i mages we receive f rom the med ia ?  A 
su rvey of reporters, photogra phers, copy ed itors and  n ews 
execut ives on newspapers fou n d : 

-Sixty-th ree perce nt of the  nat i on 's  1 ,750 newspapers 
e mploy no mi nor i ty  jou :-na l i sts , u p  f rom s ixty percent the  
year before.  

-About 2,400 m i n ority journa l i sts a re  u nderut i l i zed i n  
pos i t i o n s  w he re decis ions  a r e  made about  how t h e  news \s 
se lected, ed i ted and  d i sp layed. '  A 1 979 s tudy by the  u .S .  C iv i l 
R ights Com miss ion  of women a n d  m i n o ri t ies i n  te lev is ion 
fo u n d :  

-Televis ion  d rama fa i ls t o  reflect gender  a n d  rac ia l/et h n ic 
com pos i t ion  of the  popu lat io n .  

-Stereotypi n g  of  m i nor i t ies  i n  te levis i o n  d ra ma conti n ues. 

-E ighty-two percent  of televis ion  n ews correspondents are 
w h ite ma les .  
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-Wh i te  ma les cont i n u e  to hold t h e  vast  ma jor i ty of off ic ia l  
and m a na g e r pos i t io n s  i n t elevision news.2  

Who wil l c r eat e the media i mages in  t he future? The l a t est 
a n n u a l  su rvey for the  Associ at ion for Ed u cat i on in J ou rna l is m 
fo und t h at mi no r i t i es were 7 .6  percent  of t he 71 ,337 pe rso ns 
s t u d y i n g  j o u r n a l i s m  at 166 schools .  The breakdown was : 5 . 7  
pe rce n t black ; 1 .4  perce nt h i spa n ic ; a n d  0 .4  perce n t  " o t h e r , "  
ma i n l y A�a n . l  

The question mj-g h t  be asked:  Too l i t t le t o o  late? The 
a nswe r : let 's hope not .  B ut,  with  a po log ies to Susa n B .  
Ant h o n y :  As  lo ng a s  t he media are control led by w h i t e  m e n ,  
every non-white,  no n - ma le com mu nicator  must continue to 
p ro d uce messages t hat ref l ect wh ite ma le  ideas .  And,  a s  lo ng 
as t h a t  con t i n ues ,  t he ideas and deepest convict i ons  of others 
w i l l  never get before the pu b l i c . 

Another  q uest i o n m ust be as ked : Ca n t h e  ma ss m e d i a  be  
ch a n ged ?  The answer : let ' s  hope so .  Rac i sm i n  t h e  n e ws ( a n d  
i n  e n t e r t a i n me n t ) ref lects rac i sm i n  the  m i n d .  C o n t e m po r a ry 
ra c i s m is more su bt l e  than  i n  t h e  d a ys w he n , for  e xa m p le , 
newspa pe rs req u i red rac ia l  i den t i f icat i o n  or  w h e n  certa i n  
sto r i es w e re n o t  re po rted because t h e  p a rt i c i p a n t s  w e re 
blacks .  Today, it i s  th e p h otograp h of a f ree breakfast 
prog ram t hat pictu res on ly  black you n gsters or the c a p t i o n  
u n d e r  a p h ot o of  drowned H a i t ian refu gees that  says  " F ree at  
last . "  As has bee n noted a bout sex i st la n g uage : " la n g uage i s  
a l l too efficient at revea l i ng ideas we do n ' t  eve n adm i t we 
have . "4 So i f  n o n - ra c i st media  is a goa l ,  t hen  the  u nde r l y i ng 
( a n d  often unrea lized) rac i st assu m pt i o n s  m u st  b e  
e l i m i n ated-both i n  the "sender" a n d  the  " rece i v e r "  o f  the  
message .  A n d  that  i s  i nfi n i te ly more d i ff ic u l t  t h a n  h i r i n g  a nd 
pro moti ng.  

So, in  the  end,  the cha l le nge becomes one of  ed uca t io n  i n  
the  broadest sense o f  t he word. Th e bas i c ass u m p t i ons 
certa i n l y  must be cha l l enged.  The old r u l e s  a r e  n ot the  on l y  
o r  nece ssa r i ly t h e  best ru l es . I t  is o n e  t h i n g ,  h owever , to  
advocate "an aggressive con fron t a t i o n a l  d i a logue on a 
p h i l osoph ica l - ideo logical  p la ne . . . .  " That i s  necessa r y ;  it 
is essent ia l that med ia  pract it ioners a nd media use rs not be 
pass ive .  But d i a l ogue  mea ns an exch ange of ideas a n d  
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opi n i ons .  So it i s  q u ite a nother t h i n g  when o n e  beg i ns wi th  a 
goa l of " s u bverti n g  western ph i losoph ica l be l i efs," beca use 
such a sta nce st i f les d i a logue.  And that i s  neither necessary 
nor usef u l .  

Bar bara F .  Luebke 
U n iversity of M issour i  

N OTES 

1 " M i no rity Em ployme l1t in Da i l y  Newspa pe rs :  A Stat ist ical  
Ana lys i s . " Prepa red by Jay T.  Ha rr is  for the A merica n  Society 
of Newspaper Ed i tors. 1 981 . 
2"Wi ndow Dress i n g  o n  the Set : A n  U pd ate . "  A Re port of the 
U . S. Co m m i ss i o n  o n  C i v i l  R i g hts.  1 979 . 
33 A n n u a l  Su rvey by Pa u l  Peterson .  Journalism Educator. 
J a n u a ry, 1 981 . 
44J ean Ward . " C heck · Out  Y o u r  Sex i s m . "  Columbia 
Journalism Review. ( May/J u n e, 1 980) 38-39 .  

Cr i t i q u e  

V i n e  Delor ia's i n ci s i ve a na lys is  of i nst i tut iona l  racism i n  
western c u l t u re a p p l ies  eq u a l l y  we l l  to t h e  related pro b l e m  
of  i nst i tut i o n a l  sexi s m .  B ot h  women and m i norit i es-
especia l l y  i n d iv id u a l  m e m bers of m i n or ity raci a l  groups who 
are i m m ed i ately recog n i za b l e  by mem bers of the d o m i nant  
w h ite cu l tu re-belong . to  a caste rather  t h a n  a c lass in  
wester n  society.  As  such,  we a re a l l  s u bjected by t h e  
t ra d i t i o n s  o f  whi te  male  p h i l osoph i ca l  a n d  i nte l l ectu a l  
processes as m u c h  as  by  e x i st i n g  socio-po l i tica l  i nst i tut ions  to 
the d i fferent variet ies of . excl u s i o n ,  co-optat i o n  a nd 
disempowerment that  Delor ia o u t l i n es .  I n  t he past d ecade 
pa rt icu l a r l y, women's  s i t u at io n  in  Amer ica n  pol i t ica l  a n d  
i nst i tut lo n a l l ife h a s  rep l i cated t h e  stas i s  a n d  frustrat i o n  
exper ienced by rac.i a l  m i nor i t ies  f o r  m a n y  years preced i ng .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  wo m e n  cont i n u e  t o  attri bute o u r  secon d a ry 
status  i n  A mer ican society to i rrat i o n a l  sex i st bel i efs he ld  by 
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i nd ivi d u al persons i n  power i n  our cu l tu re .  Conseque nt ly ,  
we c h a r a ct er i s t ica l ly  adopt one of the two st ra teg�s Deloria 
cites : cha ng i n g  o ur OWl:} behav ior  to confor m  to societa l  
dema nds o r  attempti ng  to reason wi th  our  oppressors ,  so t hat 
tney wi l l  see the l i gh t  a nd gra nt us equal  status  with t h e m  as 
h u ma n  be i ngs . Tnere i s  a popular saying in the Women's 
Move ment ,  to t h e  effect t hat- " A  wo ma n  must be twice as 
good as a m a n  i f  she i s  to succeed . " After  a p ause to l et th is  
fact s i n k  i n , the spea ker conc ludes ,  " Fortu nate ly ,  th i s  i s  n ot 
d if f icu l t . "  Seem i n gly i nsp i red by t h i s  bit of b ravado,  many 
women atte mpt to fu l f i l l  a U  of  tbe  t r a d i t i o n a l  demands  p la ced 
upon us  j ust beca u s e  we are  women and a l l  of  the  
re q u ir em e nts o f  s uccess i n  m a l e-def ined i nst i t u t ions .  The  
i ro n y  is t h at eve n t h i s e xtraord i n a ry effort has  not  b rou ght  
wo m e n  the  recogni t ion  a n d  rewards we have ear n ed . The  
a l ternate  strategy, rat iona l  persuas ion, has  bee n equ a l ty 
i neffect ive .  Eve n when  i n div id ua l  att i tudes change,  and t hey 
somet i mes do, the  st ructu ra l m od i fi cat ions  we a nt ic i pate as  a . 

resu lt d o  not  occur .  The Equal R ights A me n d m e nt has  s t i l l  
not  been raHf ied i n  t h i s  cou n try, not beca use m ost 
A m e rica ns  do n ot su pport i t-overwhelming ly  they do-but  
beca use w htt e  ma les  i n  power i ns ide  the  i ns t i tu t ion  of 
govern me nt  are com m i tted to h o mogene i ty, rat her  t h a n  
p l u ra l i s m ,  f o r  a l l  t he  reasons  De lor ia  exp la i ns .  Therefore, 
both of these  strateg ies  are �neffectua l ,  because sex i sm i s  
every b i t  a s  f i rm ly entrenched i n  our  c u lt u re a s  rac i sm;  
i ndeed ,  some people be l i eve i t  i s  even m ore so. 

The o n l y  so l ut ion  that  wou ld be fa r-reach i n g  a n d  
i m m e d i ate wou l d  be  a rad ica l  re-ana lys i s  a n d  re-organ i z at ion  
of society a n d  c u ltu re. U nfortunate ly ,  t h i s  i s  u n li k e l y  a t  t h e  
prese nt  t i me,  not  on ly  beca use of esta b l is h ed i n st itu t ions '  
res ista nce, b u t  a lso because of  Irbera l  reform-or iented lobby 
a n d  a ct i o n gro u ps ' fa i l ure to recog n i ze the  necess i ty  for  i t .  
T h e  N a t i o n a l  Q rg a n izat i o n  for Wome n ,  the  l a rgest a n d  so me 
wou l d  argue the most powerfu l fem i n ist  orga n i zat ion in the  
U n ited States, w i th  over 1 50,000 members ,  has  i tself become 
a se l f -pe rpetuat i n g  inst i t u t i o n ,  ma n i f e s t i n g  a H- t h e  
cha racterist i cs that De lor ia descr i bes.  Mem bersh ip  dr ives 
st ress the acco m p�is h me nts of  the o rgani zat ion ,  aRd N . O .W.  
leaders i ns i s t  u po n  thei r  members ad heri n g  to esta bli shed 
p o l i c i es a nd part i c ipa t i ng in  mandated projects.  A nother 
exa m pl e of i nst itut ional  cOASo l idat ion i s  academic  fe m i n i s m .  
A t  t h e  1 981  Nat i o n a l  Wo m e n 's S t u di e s  Asso c i a t i o n  
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con�(ention ,  Acirie ,lne · Rich exhortccl t he group . to be 
" disobedient" to patr ia rchy, i ndud ing  to those acade m ic 
i nst i tut ions which  pay the sa !alie� of most of t h ose i n  
atte ndance.  M a n y  aCaderTlic fem i n ists a re st i l l  s tr i v i n g  to 
succeed i n  pat ri a rcha l  t e r m s .  To the ext .e nt t hat WE: 

acco m p l i s h  th is  goa l ;  we often f i n d  thClt \\'C have been co· 
opted by t h e  very system we began by c:r i t fcil c ng,  or even 
reject ing outr ight .  We risk becom i n g  less, not morc, l i ke ly  to 
ad vocate a rad i ccd  rcstn..I ctu r i n§ of out' ovn\ i m:t itu t ion .  

Si nce I a rn a n  off icer i n  bot h of the w() m e n ' 5:. or gan izat iom I 
h a ve j u st na med , I m u st  accept  re!;po m i b i l f ty  for  
part ic ipat i n g  in  th i �. dync m ic,  a n d  I ca n dearly s e e  several  
i m porta nt reasons beh i nd it. The i m med iate and v i s ib le  
short-term achieve ments of the  \.Vomen's Movement and of 
Women's Stud ie!. a re nonethel ess real ,  a n d  they a rc 
ge n u i ne ly  reward i n g  to a nyone who cares deeply  about  
women .  f u rthermore, those of u s  who have o n ly recent l)'  
ga i n ed access to a modicu m of power and economic 
secu rity- however tenuo us-a rc pleased to have t hese 
resou rces a n d  ho peful  that we ca n u sc them wisely and for 
the benefit  of women i n  genera l .  St i l l ,  we wa l k  a n a r row l i ne 
between act iv i sm a n d  co-ortati o n ;  a n d  we m ust n o t  forget 
that co-optat i o n  works j ust as weI! as excl us ion as an 
i n st i tut iona l  strategy for d H uti n g  pr otest . 

A review of the rast decade revea ls,  i n contestau ! y, that the 
atte m pt t o  " refo r m "  A m e r i ca n i n s t i t u t i o ns i s  n ot 
acco m p l i sh i ng very m u ch .  Women's  sa lar ies,  propo r t i o n a l  to 
men 's,  have actua l ly decl i ned.  i nsutut lona i  statements of 
" affi r mat ive a ct i o n "  have in m ost cases prove n to be j ust 
th at-statements,  not act i o n ;  sma l l  a n d  meani ngless 
co ncess ions ,  not gen u i ne refor m s . The i nst i tu t iona l  cop i n g  
mechan i s m  o f  " l i p  serv ice" h a s  served more t o  m o l l ify 
protesters than to a l leviate i nequ it ies.  Pres ident Carter's 
e n d o rse men t of the Equa l  R ights Amend ment is a good case 
in point .  Had he exerted the s a rTlE: k i n d  of Presi dent ia l  
press u re towards ratif icat ion of the  E .R .A.  that  Pres ident  
Reag:<lin exerted towards approval  of the AWACS sa le ,  the 
Eq ua l  R i ghts A me n d me nt might  be i n  effect uy n o w .  Carter 's  
token i st ic  sta nce with regard to wo men was dearly reveared 
when he fi red Bel la  Abzug for her  outspoke n i ns i sten ce 
upon wo m e n ' s eco n o m ic needs and replaced I t e r  with  Ly n d a  
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J o h nson Robb,  who cou ld be cou nted u pon to be lady l i ke 
a n d  com p l i a nt In her  dea l i ngs  wi th the Ova l Off ice .  

So i f ,  as De l or ia says ,  Amer ican i nst i tu t ions  are wel l 
defen d ed aga i nst  i nterna l  reform,  then what can oppressed 
grou ps in the cu l tu re  do to br i n g  a bout  s ign i f icant  cha nge ? Is 
anybody do i n g  i t ?  Wi th  what success?  The goa l o f  Women 's 
Stu d i es i s  to offer students a fem i n i st cr i t i q u e  of 
contem porary ma le-def i ned cu l tu re a n d  an awareness of o u r  
fema le  h er i tage o f  s t rugg le aga i nst i t .  T o  t h e  extent t hat 
Wo men ' s  Stu d ies c lassrooms are fem i n ist  in content,  
ou t look ,  and methodo logy, then Women's  Stud i es as a 
d i sc i p l i n e  i s  part of the  so lu t ion ,  not part of the  prob l e m ,  of 
pat r i a rcha l  society .  Those who seek to change a system 
rad ica l l y  m u st have a c lear  u n dersta n d i n g  of  that system's  
roots,  a c lear  v i s ion  of an  a l ternat ive, a n d  a respons ib le  
strategy for movi n g  towards that  new system.  Rad ica l  
fe m i n ists e nv i s ion  a j ust and  h u ma n e  future a n d  a r e  current l y  
for m u lat i n g  strategies for  attai n i n g  i t .  Ye t  rad ica l fem i n i sts a re  
often  separat i st ,  t h us narrowi ng  the i r  v i s ion  a n d  l i m i t i n g  the i r  
genera l  effect iveness .  I f  we a re  to succeed, the  many  
d i fferent  g roups w h o  a re  oppressed by w h ite ma le  cu l tu re 
m u st jo i n toget her, to for m u late and work  towards a rad ica l  
re-orga n i zat ion  of society. In  t he  meant i me,  we s h o u l d  a l l  
i n d iv i d u a l l y  exam i ne whether  b y  u n wi tt i n g  cooperat ion  i n  
i n st i tu t i o n a l  raci s m  and  sex i sm we may b e  de lay i n g, rather  
than  haste n i ng ,  the day when t ru l y  revo l u t ionary change can  
occ u r. 

Kath leen  H ickok 
I owa State U n ivers i ty 

*The  o r i g i n a l  t i t le  for Dr .  H i ckok 's  cri t ique  i s  " Rac i sm,  
Sex i s m ,  a n d  Revol ut i o n . "  

C ri t ique* 

As . De lor ia  i n d!cates i n  the ope n i n g  l i nes of  h i s  essay, the  
d o m r n a nt parad I g m  of rac i sm i n  t h e  1 960s ref lected the  
popu la r l y  h e l d  be l ief that rac i sm was  a n  i nd iv i d u a l  
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p h e n o m e n a .  Co nseq u e n t l y .  if rac i st i nd i v i d u a ls were 
co n fro n ted  a nd c u r ta i l ed or  conv e rte d , t he  a rgu ment  
co n c l u de d ,  then d i scr i m i na t ion  wo u l d  come to a n  e n d .  
H owever,  h i story h a s  s h o w n  u s  t h at we can  h ave racist  
i nst i tu t ions  w i thout  hav i n g  rac ist  i n d iv id ua l s .  F or i nsta nce, 
our ed ucat ion  i nst i t u t ions  pe rpet u at e  rac i a l ,  a s  we l l  as  sex, 
i neq u a l i ty . Yet i t  i s  poss i b l e  for every mem ber  of such a n  
i nst i t u t ion  t o  b e  n o n - racist ,  a s  we l l  as  n o n-sex is t .  

The  d i scuss ions  o n  t he  n at u re a nd ca uses of rac i sm i nvolve 
exp la nat ions  w h i ch e merge,  pea k ,  a nd regress as a lte r n at i ve 
theor ies  com pete for crede n ce .  C l ea r l y t h ere are few of us 
today,  e i ther  as t ra i n ed soci a l  scient i sts o r  as m e m be rs of a n  
educated p u b l i c , w h o  fee l comforta b le  w i t h  a n  accou nt  of 
rac i sm as  a perso n a l  f law. I n  fact ,  in ret rospect the v iew 
a ppea rs n ot iceab l y  na ive .  Rat h e r  we tend to focus on  macro 
u n i ts of  a n a l ys i s  i nstead of m i cro o n es ,  on socio log ica l  factors  
i n stead of i n d iv id u a l  o nes .  The  patte rn  of  sh i ft i n g  f ro m  
i nd i v id u a l ly ce n te red exp l ana t ions  to broader  socio log ica l 
o n e s  i s  i l l u st rated i n  t h e  fo l l owi ng  exam ples of ba l let a n d  
spo rts .  

A Los A ngeles Times art ic le  posed the  q u est ion of why 
b l a cks co n t i n u e to be u n derre p r esented in t h e wor ld  of 
c la s s ica l  ba l le t . '  I n  1975, the m ost typica l  ex p l a n a t i o n  from 
key f i g u res in  Amer ican  Ba l le t  was t h at the b lack ' s  phys ique  
ma kes  the i r  presence i n  ba l let i nappropr i at e :  " B l ack peo p l e  
d i d n ' t  be l o n g in  ba l l et b 2ca use the i r  feet were  too f l a t  for  t he  
c lass i c  l i ne  req u i r ed i n  ba l let ,  t h at bl ack peop le ' s  bone  
st ruct u r e  w a s  too l a rge a n d  the i r  b u t toc ks prot r uded too 
u n attract ive ly . "2 Present ly ,  h owever,  "We far  m ore read i l y 
a c c e p t  a n  e x p l a n at i o n  i n  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  b l a ck 
u n derrepresentat ion  i n  ' h i g h  c u l t u re ' tha t  co ncentrates 
e i the r  on  cu l tu ra l  d i ffe rences betwee n b l acks a nd n o n 
b lacks ,  o r  one  t h at stresses t h e  soc io-eco n o m i c  d i fferences 
between b lacks a n d  w h ites . "3 For  examp le , A rt h u r  M i l ler ,  t he  
fou n der  o f  the  Da nce Theater  of  Ha r l em a n d  t h e  f i rst b lack  
ma le  to rece ive a contract in  a profess i o n a l  A n g l o  company ,  
op i n es t hat " fewer b l acks s t u dy ba l l et not  on ly  because they  
a re  fewer  i n  n u mber  b ut a l so beca use b l ack  parents have 
pr io r i t i es ot her  t h a n  da nce l esso ns  for t h e i r  k ids  w h o  f i rst 
have to be fed a n d  c lothed . "  

B l ack  pa rt i c i pat i on  i n  p rofess io n a l  sports i s  another  a rena  
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where exp l anat ions  conce r n i n g  phys ica l  or b io log i ca l  
feat u res  have  preceded h i s t o r i ca l  a n d  soc i o l o g i c a l  
a rgu m e nts .  " B lacks  compr i se  a bo u t  1 2  percent o f  the  U n ited 
States  popu la t ion , yet over 20 percent  of the p rofessi o n a l  
baseb a l l  p l aye rs ,  m o r e  t h a n  3 0  percent o f  profess i o n a l  
footba l l  p l ayers,  a n d  a l most 8 0  perce nt  o f  p rofess i o n a l  
basketba l l  p la yers  are b lack ."4 Mart i n  Kane  attempted , i n  a 
Darwi n i s t ic  tone ,  to exp la i n  b lack d o m i n a nce of certa i n  
sports i n  te rms  o f  race- l i n ked phys ica l  cha racter i s t ics . 5  H e  
based the  case for b l ack a th let ic  s u per ior i ty  i n  part  o n  t h e  
theory  of na tu ra l  se lect ion .  That i s ,  b l ack at h l etes were t h e  
d esce n d a nts  o f  Afr icans  w h o  were tou g h  e n o u g h  to  s u rv i ve 
s l avery .  B u t  i n  pra i s i ng  the  phys ica l  su premacy of b lacks over 
A n g l os t here i s  at least  the la tent  tendency to f l i p  the coi n a n d  
s a y  A n g l os a re menta l l y  s u per ior  to b lacks .  Coaches 
especi a l l y  see m to have bought i nto th is  stereotyp ica l  
a tt i t ude .  There  i s  ev idence t o  support t h i s  not i o n .  J ona thon  
B ro w n e r  fo u n d  t hat t here a re  "conste l l a t ions"  or stack i n gs of 
pos i t ions  for A n g los a n d  b lacks  i n  p rofessiona l  footba l l ,  w i th  
the  former  gett i n g  those wh ich  req u i re leaders h i p  o r  
i n te l l i ge nce ( such as qua rterback and  pu nter )  a n d  the  la t ter  
be i n g  p laced in  those wh ich  req u i re i nst i nct u a l  react ions  
( such  as  cornerback and  pu nt  ret u rner } .6 

Ka ne's  h i g h l y  specu lat ive conc lu s ion  does not  ho ld  water .  
B l ack  s l aves were a l so  s u bject to m a l n o u ri sh ment ,  poor l i v i n g  
con d it ion s ,  a n d  i n adeq u ate medica l  treat ment  wh ich  wou ld 
a ppear  to more than  com pensate for any  poss ib l e  " s u rv iva l  of 
the f i t test" advantage.  Harry  Edwards poi nted o u t  t h at 
h i s tor ica l  records of l i fe on  p la ntat ions  i nd i cate that  t he  
s u rv iva l of  s laves was d u e  as  m uch to  the i r  s h rewd ness a n d  
t h e i r  a b i l i ty t o  t h i n k  a s  t o  t h e i r  phys ica l  p rowess . 7  Moreover, 
Edwa rds cr i t ici zed Kan e's sampl i n g  met h od and conc l uded 
tha t  t h e  d o m i nat ion  of the  b lack at h l ete i s  not b io log ica l .  
Wa l t  F raz ie r, a p rofess iona l  basketba l l  p l ayer ,  v iews the  i s sue  
t h u s :  

There i s  n o  p h ys ica l  d i fference between the  races . I f  
there a re more b lacks i n  sports,  i t ' s  because we' re 
h u ngr ie r  tha n wh ites .  Sports i sn ' t  an escape,  i t ' s  a 
necess i ty for  b l ack k ids .  G uys from the  ghetto want  i t  
m ore.  Wh i te  m i d d l ec lass  k id s  have more opt ions .  My 
fat her  had  n o  money .  I had to make i t .8 
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Bes ides e m p has i z i n g  person a l  att i tu des a n d  phys ica l  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  s t r e s s  
co m mo n a l i t i e s  for  a l l  p eo p l e  w h i c h  o n l y  o b sc u re 
d iscr i m i nat ion  aga i nst  m i nor i t ies  a n d  wo me n .  I f  we m ust 
ass ign  a gender  to o u r  i nst i tu t ions '  persona l i t i es. then .  u n l i ke 
De lor ia  who s uggests that  m ost i nst i tu t ions  of wh ich we a re 
aware ass u me the fem i n i ne gender.  I c hoose the  mascu l i ne 
one ( specif ica l l y  A ng lo  mascu l i n i ty)  for severa l reasons .  f i rst, 
i ns t i tut ions  are representat ive  of a n  A n g l o  ma le  system which 
be l i eves i t  i s  a l l  that  ex i sts .  The att i tude  i s  based o n the myth 
that Anglo ma les k n ow and u nd ersta n d  everyth i n g .  The 
u nq uest ionab le  ass u m pt ions  pa ra l l e l  the a utomat ic b i rth 
r i ght  g i ven  to a l l  A ng lo  ma les .  for  racia l  m i nor i t ies and  
women,  s u rv iva l  dema nds  k n ow i n g  a n d  f u n ct io n i n g  i n  two 
separate syste ms :  t h e  Ang lo  ma le  cu l tu re a n d  the cu l tu re of 
the m i nor i ty i nd i v i d u a l .  On the other h a n d, the Ang lo  ma le  
cu l tu re needs  on ly  to k n ow itse l f .  Th i s  resu lts  i n  a b l i nd  spot 
precl u d i n g  the  awaren ess of ot her  systems .  

Second ,  i n st i tu t i o n a l  i mages are  s u pported by the  scien t i f i c  
a pproach to l ife .  Th i s  approach i s  based o n  such mascu l i n e  
cha racter i s t ics as  log ica l ,  o bject ive,  con t ro l l i ng ,  rat iona l ,  a n d  
measurab le .  l i ke A n g l o  ma les,  i ns t i tut i o n a l  strategies ref lect 
a llocen trism, a n  ana lyt ica l  cog n i tive  sty le  i n  wh ich one  
detaches o n ese l f  f rom the p ro b l e m  u nd e r  cons iderat ion .  The  
p ro c e s s  f a c i l i t a t e s  a bs t r a ct ,  g o a l - o r i e n t e d  t h i n k i n g .  
Conve rse ly ,  m i n or i t ies a n d  wo m e n  dep ict a utocentrism, a 
person a l i zed cogn it ive  sty le i n  w h ich the  i n d iv idua l  re ma ins  
centra l l y  i m mersed i n  the  prob lem ;  th i s  leads  to person a l  a nd 
e mot iona l  problem-so lv i n g  rather  than  to  a n  a n a lyt ic mode 
of thought .  

f i n a l l y, i nst i tu t i o n a l  perso n a l i t ies  are port rayed by a n  
a bso l ute rather  t h a n  a negot i ab le  syste m .  T h i s  seems t o  be 
more masc u l i ne t h a n  fem i n i ne,  because i t  i s  rooted on 
h ierarch ica l  cod i f icat io n  v is-ii -v is  an open system.  for  
example.  i nst i tu t iona l  reg u lat ions  are r i g i d l y  l i near  i nstead of  
f l ex ib le  and  m u l t ivar iate .  

I n  sum, i nst i tu t iona l  perso na l i t ies and the  Anglo m a le 
syste m  both e mphas ize com mo n a l i t ies ,  e .g . ,  we are  a l l 
h u ma n  beings ,  we a l l  need love, we are  a l l  equa l s ,  we a l l  need 
laws a nd reg u l at ions  to " ma i n ta i n "  equa l  treatme nt .  The 
da nger  of th is  v iew i s  that  i t  e n h a n ces racia l  and sex u a l  
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i neq u a l i ty a nd i g nores the  u n i q u e  exper iences of et h n ic 
m i n o r i t ies  a n d  women .  A para l lel exa m p l e  of t h i s  i n  
acad e m i a  ca n b e  found  i n  Lawrence K o h l berg's  s i x-stage 
mode l  of mora l  deve lopment .9 

K o h l b erg ma i n ta i ns tha t  i n  every cu l t u ra l  set t i n g  a l l  
ch i l d re n  ca n b e  expected t o  d isp lay  t h e  same fi xed order  of 
mora l  stages as  they grow o lder .  As the i n d i v i d u a l  moves 
fro m the lower stages to the h igher  o n es, the cr iter ia for 
m a k i n g  mora l  j u dgments  s h i fts f ro m  ru les  to p r i n ci p les  a n d  
fro m a concrete base t o  a n  i ncreas i ng l y  a bstract one .  T h e  
ass u mpt ion  t hat a pr i nc i p le-or iented mora l i ty i s  h i g h e r  t h a n  a 
l aw or  ut i l i t a r i an  mora l i ty is l aden  with va l u e  j udgments ,  a n d  
f o r  t h i s  reason Koh l berg h a s  rece ived h i s  s h a r e  o f  cr i t ic i s m .  

C a r o l  G i l l i ga n  ra i ses t h e  i s s u e  t hat so me people ,  
part i cu l a r l y  women ( a l though  equ i va len t l y  app l i ca b l e  to  
eth n i c  m i nor i t ies ) ,  do  not  def i ne  mora l i ty i n  terms of j us t ice,  
u n iversa l i ty ,  fa i r n ess o r  log ica l  co mpre hens iveness as  in the  
works  o f  Ka nt,  Rawls, a n d  Koh lberg . 1 0  Ra ther ,  she  pos i ts ,  
mora l  reason i n g  i nc l udes a d i mens ion  often  over looked by 
sta nda rd fo r m  i n terv iew scor i n g  p roced u res .  Such  p rotoco l s  
tend to ref lect the  a reas o f  respon s i b i l i ty ,  concern  fo r  others ,  
pract ica l i ty and are  based on  the  cor rect ass u mpt i o n  t hat 
mora l  j u d g m ents d o  n ot occur  in a te m porary or  soc i a l  vo i d .  
Rat h e r, mora l i nferences and  cho ices a r e  made i n  t h e  context 
of everyday l i fe c i rcu msta nces wh ich  confront  a n  i n d iv id u a l .  
W h i l e  t h e  pr i nc ip led  or ie ntat ion  o f  s tage s i x  reaso n i ng i s  
object ive ,  respons i b i l i ty perspect ives a re act ion or ie nted a n d  
su bject ive .  That  i s ,  Koh l berg's h i g hest a nd most  adeq u a te 
stage centers o n  log ica l  com prehens iveness wh ich  promotes 
a u to n o m y  a nd sets up moral  prob lems  as  a mathe mat ica l  
equat io n .  Converse ly ,  Gi l l i gan  ma i nta i n s  that  such  log ic  i s  
n ot re leva nt  to the  i nd i v idua l  in  rea l  l i fe d i l e m mas .  I nstead ,  
mora l  so lu t ions  emphas ize the i nterdependence of people 's  
l i ves .  

In  conc lu s ion , i ns t i tu t iona l  raci s m  l ies beh i n d  the gu i se of  
equa l i ty, cons i s tency and especi a l l y  log ic .  But  equa l i ty rests 
on  rhetor ic  and not in app l i cat i o n .  Concern i n g  cons is tent  
treatment  of  d i s s ident  s u bgroup i ngs  and cu l tu ra l l y  or  
economica l l y  d i st i nct c lasses w i th i n  i ts  own re la t ive ly  
h o mogeneo u s  body,  there are on ly  two t h i ngs wrong with 
the western  att i t u d e :  i ts  face . F i na l l y ,  log ic, that non-
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negot i ab le  v i r tue  of the Ang lo  ma le  system}  i s  tauto log ica l .  As 
a c losed system}  i t  does not  refer to a nyth i n g  in the rea l 
wor ld .  Yet} as  De lor ia  revea ls }  rac ia l  m i nor i t ies  i n  the  face of 
i rrat iona l  pract ices and att i tudes} are expected to cou nter  
with log ica l l y  va l i d  a rgume nts and conc lu sive "object i f ied" 
data  to estab l i s h  the i r  r i ghts as h u mans .  The fu n ct ion  of the 
h u ma n  r ights m ovement i s not only to hasten the demise of 
i nsti tut ionar  rac ism but also to develop a pol it i ca l  
consciousness t h a t  ensures IT!0ve m e nt i n a progress ive revo
l ut iona ry d i rect ion  rather  than a fasc i st counterrevolu
t ionary one.  

Anthony J .  Cortese 
Colorado State U n ivers ity 
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Cr i t i que  

To  d i sagree w i th  t he author' s  centra l  theme tha I  
i nst i t u t i o n a l  raci s m  i s  the  pr i nc ipa l  deterre nt  to soci a l ,  
eco n o mic ,  a n d  pol i t i ca l  equa l i ty of  the  races in  America 
wou ld  be to i gnore centu r ies  of A mer ican h istory i n  wh ich 
raci a l  m i n o ri t ies have bee n oppressed a nd denied equa l i ty  of  
r ight s  and opportun i t i es .  Even further ,  one  m ust agree wi th  
t he a ut h or's argument t hat i nst i tut ional racism i s  merely the 
m a n i festat i o n  of " be l iefs he ld  so tenacious ly  that they g u ide 
behav ior  sponta neous ly  by excl ud i n g  a n y  process wh ich  ca l l  
them i nto q uest ion,"  wh i l e  s i m u ltaneous ly  p urport i n g  t o  b e  
o p e n  to  the  i n d iv idua l ,  i r respect ive o f  race, gender or  age.  

W h tl e  t h ese characteris t ics of i nst i tu t iona l  raci sm a re eas i l y  
i den t i f ied,  i de nt i f icat ion of a ppropriate strategies to f igh t  
sys te m i c  d i sc r i m i na t i o n  i s  s o mewhat  m ore d i f f i c u l t .  
S pecif i ca l l y ,  Delor ia ' s  content ion tha t  mi nor i t ies  m ista ke n l y  
use  " we l l - reason ed argu ments and  a n a log ies" as a wea pon 
aga i nst  i nstitu t iona l  rac i sm m u st be chaUenged . When 
i nj us t ice v i s i ts i t se l f  u pon a people the i r opt ions  a re e i ther  to 
wr i te, speak, or  do.  A ny and al l  of these a re leg i t i mate 
weapons ,  and a l l  of these have been u t i l i zed i n  the  st ruggle 
for rac ia l  jus t ice, even in  our  rece nt past .  The protest 
marches, s i t - i ns,  a n d  the boycotts of the  early s i xt ies 
represent most c lear ly the  act i vist,  do i ng  phase of t h e  
strugg le .  Yet,  even d u r i n g  t h a t  phase "wel l - reasqned 
a rg u m e nts a n d  ana logies" were used . Few ca n forget t h e  " I  
Have A D ream" speech o f  the l ate  Dr .  Mart i n  Lu ther  K i ng.  

I t  would be fol ly,  then,  to ignore the i m porta n ce of a wel l 
t u rned p h rase i n  the  cont in u i ng struggle for j u st i ce a n d  
equ a l i ty,  pa rt i cu la r ly  i n  a cou nt ry where the  wri t ten word h a s  
b e e n  re l ied u p o n  so heav i ly .  I refer, o f  course, t o  s u c h  
docu me nts a s  Thomas Pa i n e's "Common Sense," T h e  
Decla rat ion  of I ndependence, T h e  Const i tut ion,  a n d  many 
other  wr it i n gs t hat  have a ltered the course of Amer ica n  
h istory.  

Wh i le  I refer to docu ments such as the  Declarat i o n  of 
I ndependence to su pport my argument  that we l l  reasoned 
argume nts a re legit i m ate wea pons for f ight i ng  inst i tu t iona l  
radsm,  I rea l i ze  at the  same t ime that its ex istence lends 



credence to the  a ut hor ' s  content ion  tha t  i nst i tu t iona l  rac i sm 
perm its  western c iv i l i zat ion  to profess adhere nce to one  set 
of va l ues a n d  goa l s  w h i l e  fa i l i n g  to l ive up to the same .  It wel l 
i l l ustrates " the  o bvi ous  gap between cred a l  stateme nts and  
act u a l  perfo rmance . "  Even so,  the  cred a l  s tatement m ust  no t  
be i gnored i n  t h e  f i gh t  aga i nst  i ns t i tu t i o n a l  raci sm .  As stated 
by J udge A .  Leon H i ggi n botham of  t h e  Th i rd C i rcu i t  Court of 
Appeals In the Ma tter of Color : Race and t h e  A merica n Lega l  
Process : 

I f  t he  a u t hors  of the  Dec la rat ion  of I ndepende nce h ad 
sa id  " a l l  w h i te  m e n  are  created eq u a l "  or  even " a l l  wh i te 
men who own property . . .  " they wou ld have more 
h o nest l y  conveyed t h e  genera l  concensus  of  t h i ngs .  B ut 
when  t hey dec la red,  a s  t hey d i d ,  tha t  " a l l  men a re 
created e q u a l "  w i thout  i nt rod u c i n g  a n y  q u a l i f i ca t ions ,  
they created a document  tha t  pu t  m o ra l  demands  o n  a l l  
Amer ica ns who  wou l d  ever q u ote i t . l  

Th us,  wh i le  De lor i a  has  bee n percept ive in  i so lat i n g  
character i s t ics o f  i n s t i t u t iona l  raci s m ,  t h e re was less 
percept i o n  in ana l yz i ng  the strategies for  b r i n g i n g  about  
d es i red c h a n ge .  Rac ia l  m i nor i t ie s  a re i m b ued wi th  western  
p h i loso p h i ca l  be l iefs ,  i . e . ,  we a re prod u cts  of  th i s  c iv i l i zat i o n .  
O u r  va l u es ,  be l i efs, a n d  t rad i t ions  a re rooted i n  the  A mer ican 
exper ience.  To p ropose to  change t h is cou n try 's i nsti tu t ions  
by refus i n g  to par t ic i pate i n  the  na t io n a l  l i fe o r  by su bvert i ng 
i ts p h i losoph ica l  base i s  to ask tha t  we st r i k e  at o u r  selves .  for  
u s  to ach i eve rac ia l  j u st i ce t h ro u gh u n i f ied efforts we req u i re 
a more d i s tant  enemy. 

Thomas M a n n ,  J r .  
Assista nt  Attorney Genera l ,  State of  I owa 

Note 

1 A. Leon H i g g i n bot h a m .  In t h e  Ma tter  of Color: Race a nd t h e  
Am erica n L egal Process. (New York : Oxford  U n i ve rs i ty Press ,  
1 978 ) .  
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Cr i t i q u e  

I n  t h e  s i x t ies ,  the  scattered attacks aga i nst  va r ious  
m a n i festat ions  of rac i sm br ie f ly  coa lesced i nto a broad based 
move ment .  Some ga in s  were made, ch ief ly  in the a reas of  
vot i n g  r ig hts ,  consu mer d i scr i m i nat ion ,  and educat ion .  
H owever,  the  movement  fa i led to s i g n i f ica nt ly  a l t e r  the  
wea l t h  d is tr i bu t ion  system t h rough  the  ach ievem e nt of 
e m p loyment  equ ity,  t h i s cou l d  on l y  have resu lted f rom 
af f i r mat ive a ct i o n  in  a l l  sectors and at a l l  l eve ls  of the  
eco n o my.  B u t  i n  the  em ployment  s t rugg le ,  the  con fronta t ion  
was much  c loser to the  heart of ca p i ta l i s t  i ns t i tu t ions  and  was  
perce ived as a g reater t h reat to the  sta b i l i ty of  t h ose 
i nst i t u t ions .  

To wi n th i s  s t rugg le ,  a su sta i ned attack was  necessa ry .  The  
movement  of  t h e  s i xt ies was  doomed to fa i l u re .  A lways 
f ra g m e nt ed ;  based on s i n cere,  but rarely ideo log ica l ,  
react i o n s  to  oppress ion  and lack i n g  a c lear  u n dersta nd i n g  of 
i n st i t u t ions ,  the protagon i sts were poor ly prepa red to w i n  
t h i s  c r u c i a l  batt l e .  Now, i n  th i s  t ime  o f  retrenchment ,  even 
the  meagre ga i ns are  t h reate ned . I f  the  movement  i s  to re
g ro u p  a n d  u l t i mate ly  wi n ,  i ts  part ic i pants w i l l  n eed to be 
better  a rmed th i s  t ime  a ro u n d .  O n e  weapon  m ust i nc lude  a 
better  u ndersta n d i n g  of the  nat u re of i ns t i tut i ons .  They w i l l  
a l so n e e d  a n  i nte l l ectua l  fra mework upon  w h i c h  a n  i d eo l ogy 
can d eve lop .  

De lor i a ' s  essay i s  an  i m portant  s tep  toward a n  ana lys i s  of 
i n st i t u t i o n a l  factors wh ich  i m pede the  a nt i -rac ist s t rugg le .  I t  
a l so conta i ns t h e  beg i n n i ng o f  a n  i nte l lect u a l  fra me work  for  
the n eeded ideo logy.  Th i s  s tep i s  taken desp i te a shaky  start  i n  
w h i c h  i ns t i tu t ions  are person if ied a s  fe ma le  i n  n atu re.  
W i t h o u t  more e l aborat ion ,  th is  def i n i t ion  i s  obscure at  best ,  
a n d  with the black widow i magery, has  worse i m p l i ca t ions . 
De lor ia  q u ick l y  moves to so l id  g ro u n d  by deve lop i n g  the  
thes i s  tha t  i ns t i tu t ions  based o n  western rat iona l i ty  ass u me a 
l i fe of the i r  own .  The pr i mary i nst i tu t iona l  goa l becomes se l f  
perpet uat ion of the  i ns t i tu t ion and  a s u bvers ion  of the  h igher  
goa l s  procla i med by the  society takes p l ace .  The goa l  of se l f  
perpetuat ion  i s  t h reatened by cha nges of a ny k i n d .  

I nst i tu t ions  w h i ch developed h istor ica l l y  wi t h i n  a c u l t u re 
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of wh i te  ma les are severe ly cha l l e n ged by the  a r r i va l  o n  the  
scene  of o ther  races, sexes, a nd cu l tu res .  S i nce tota l loya l ty  
and i nte rna l  cohes ion  are de manded,  these new e l e m e nts  
are especi a l l y  t h reate n i n g  i f  t he y  cont i n u e  to s u bscr ibe to 
va l u es and  goa l s  of t h e i r  s u bgrou p .  As De lor ia  poi nts o u t, 
they  ca n safe l y  be a d m itted e i ther  as  c l i e nts,  who  do n ot 
rea l l y  " be long"  to t h e  orga n i zat i o n ,  or  t hey can be admi tted 
i f  they drop refere nces to  the i r  s u bgro u p .  The on ly  other  
a l ternat ive i s  to  a l l ow " reservat i o n "  type i nst i tu t ions  which 
a re a l l owed to ad m i n is ter  to the  n eeds  of a part ic u l a r  g rou p. 
T h i s  " reserva t i o n "  i ns t i t u t i o n  e x i st s  in a s ta te  of 
power lessness and can be e l i m i nated i f  i t  poses a th reat to t h e  
domi n a nt i nst i t u t ions .  

I f  i n d i v i d u a l  rac i s m  were  co m p l e t e l y  e l i m i na ted , 
i nst i t u t iona l  n orms a n d  processes wou ld  d i ctate tha t  
i neq ua l i ty based o n  race  wou ld cont i n u e .  For  example ,  such 
proce d u res as I .Q .  scores, job se n i or i ty,  and bus i ness eq u i ty 
were large ly deve lo ped w i th i n  the h is tor ica l  wh i te  m a l e  
context .  The  mer i ts a n d  demer its  of these factors ca n b e  
rat io n a l l y  debated outs ide  of  t he context  of raci sm and  
sex i sm .  Even t h o u g h  the  da ta  a re now overwhe l m i n g  i n  
demonstrat i n g  h ow these i nst i t u t iona l  p ract ices re i n force 
i neq u a l i ty ,  t hey  rema i n  u nc h a n ged .  W h y ?  Beca use i t  i s  i n  t h e  
i n te rest of  sta b i l i ty  of t h e  i n s t i tu t ions  t h at t h e  newer a n d  
m o r e  acc u rate d a t a  be i g nored a n d  tha t  the  debate over 
t hese pract ices cont i n u e  w it h i n  t h e  o l d  wh ite ma le  
parameters . 

Wh ere d o  we go from here?  De lor i a  s u ggests tha t  a n  attack 
on the  o utward forms of rac i sm w i thou t  tra nsform i ng 
i nst i t u t ions  i s  fut i l e .  Even i f  o n e  cou ld ,  De lor ia  i s  sayi ng,  one  
s h o u ld n ot b u y  i nto i nst i t u t i o n s  w h os e  st r u ct u res a n d  n o r m s  
a re so ste r i l e .  I f  caref u l l y  t hought  out ,  t h is pos i t ion cou l d  be 
the fou nd at io n  for  a new ideo logy  for cha nge a r o u n d  w h i ch 
a l l  o p pressed peop le  a n d  h u ma n  r i ghts  a dvocates can ra l l y .  
De lo r i a  a n d  oth ers  are  e ncou raged to  e laborate t h i s  
i deo logy .  

A l l  of  th i s  seems to i m pl y  an aband on m e nt of aff i r mat ive 
act i o n  a n d  i ntegrat ive goa l s .  To do  so wo u l d  be a m i stake for 
severa l  reaso ns .  F i rst, the d i a l ect ics of change  a re s low a n d  
u n certa i n  at  best . 
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To a ba n d o n  past goa l s  before the  new i nte l lect u a l  f rame 
work i s  in  p l ace wo u ld be to repeat  some of  the  worst 
m i sta kes of the past . More i m po rta nt ,  a rea l aff i rmat ive act ion  
program might  not  be  as  cont rad ictory to  De lor ia ' s  a i ms as he 
see ms  to i m p ly .  Coopt i o n  i s  n ot the  o n ly possi b i l i ty  even 
t h o u g h  th i s  has  often  ha ppened . The potent i a l  for  a f i f th  
co l u m n  i s  a l so  there .  

Coo pt i o n  occurs because of the  very s ma l l  n u mbers of 
oppressed people who are  p laced in deci s ion  m a k i n g  leve l s  
o f  t h e  i ns t i tut ions .  I f  l a rger n u m bers w e r e  forced onto the  
i n st i t u t ions ,  t he  system wou ld  suffer some degree of  
i nd i gest i o n  for  the  reasons  presented by De lor i a . The  resu l t  
wou l d  create  a c l i mate for  the  convers ion  of the  process of  
coopt i o n  i n to  a p rocess of  i nst i tu t i ona l  su bvers i o n .  I ndeed ,  
o n  the  wor ld  scene ,  the  present  cu l tu ra l  reviva l wi t h i n  the  
Sov ie t  U n io n 's Mos lem border l ands  demonst rates t h i s  
poss i b i l i ty . '  A rev iva l  i s  be i n g  led by the  very Mos lem e l i tes 
w h o  were tra i ned to be the  cad res of russ i f ica t ion  a n d  Soviet 
a c c u l t u ra t i o n .  T h e s e  M o s l e m  l e a d e r s a d v i s e  t h e i r  
com patr iots  t o  j o i n  the  Komsomol  and other  i nst i tu t ions  i n  
order  t o  g ive  them a Mos lem mea n i ng .  

Marv i n  J .  Ha ppel  
G reat lakes  M u l t i - Et h n ic  I nst i tute,  I nc. 

Note 

' He l e n e  Ca rrere d ' Encausse.  " Po l i t i ca l  Soci a l i za t ion  i n  t h e  
U S S R  Wi th  Spec i a l  Reference t o  N o n - R uss i an  Na t iona l i t i e s . "  
Sla vic and European Education Review. Vo l .  1 (1981 )  1 - 10 .  
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THE EDITOR NOTES 

The i m porta n ce of th i s  i ssue  is that  it provides the  k i nd of 
germi na l  a n d  topica l  i s sues which m ove th e  eth nic  stu d i es 
p rocess i n  the  d i rect ions  wh ich  make  a d ifference i n  
educatio na l  i nst i tut ions .  W e  inv ite you t o  share with the  
mem bersh i p  the responses tha t  you a n d  you r  students have 
to the i ssues of fasc ism a nd i nst i tut ion a l  racism .  Student  
cr i t i q ues are part icu la r ly  i nv ;  ted for possib l e  i nc lus ion  in  the 
newsletter. ( Remember,  student  members h i ps are on ly  
$10 .00/yea r . )  

. 

71 



Slavers in Paradise 
The Peruvian Slave Trade in Polynesia, 1 862-1 864 

H. E. Maude. No event in the history of Poly nesia has h ad a 
more overwhelming consequence for the islands than the 
devastating Peruvian slave raids of  1 8 6 2-6 3 .  Com m u n ities 
that found their population reduced by two-thirds, whether by 
outright kidnapping or by disease i ntroduced by the slavers, . 
experienced not only a demographic catastrophe, but the 
destruction of their society and the impairment of  their cul
tural  heritage. This fi rst complete history of the tragic event 
covers not only how and why the trade began and how it was 
conducted, but details the fate of  slaves in  Peru, the eventual 
a bolition of the trade, and the effects of repatriation attempts. 
I I I  us. $23 . 50  

($) Stanford University Press 
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