
MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF VISITORS 

OF V I R G I N I A  COMMONWEALTH UNIVERSITY 

May 24, 1980 

A spec ia l  meeting o f  t he  Board o f  V i s i t o r s  o f  V i r g i n i a  Commonwealth Uni- 

v e r s i t y  was he ld  on Saturday, May 24, 1980, a t  9:00 a.m. i n  the  Conference Room 

a t  910 West F rank l i n  St reet .  

Present were Drs. Blanton, Gayle, Johnson and Nemuth; Messrs. Ba l four ,  Grey, 

Ludeman, Seaborn, Shumate and Wyatt; and Mesdames Bemiss, S a t t e r f i e l d  and Thal himer. 

Absent were D r .  B u t t  and Mrs. Fewel 1. A1 so present were D r .  Ackel 1 , M r .  Ross, M i  ss 

Cosby and Mrs. Price. 

On motion made, seconded and approved the  Board went i n t o  execut ive session t o  

discuss c e r t a i n  personnel matters i n v o l v i n g  the  performance o f  i d e n t i f i a b l e  employees 

o r  f a c u l t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  Commonwealth U n i v e r s i t y  as author ized by Sect ion 2.1-344 a(1)  

o f  t he  Freedom o f  In format ion  Act. 

A press conference was he ld  f o l l o w i n g  the  execut ive session and D r .  Blanton 

read the  f o l l o w i n g  statement: 

Since the  May 22, 1980, op in ion  o f  Attorney General Marshal l  
Coleman concerning D r .  Acke l l  ' s serv ice  on the  Board o f  D i rec to rs  
o f  Whi t t a k e r  Corporation, I have conferred w i t h  D r .  Ackel l  and 
w i t h  the  members o f  t he  Board o f  V i s i t o r s  o f  V i r g i n i a  Comrnon- 
weal th U n i v e r s i t y  ("VCU" ) . 
The news accounts r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  mat ter  imply t h a t  D r .  Ackel l  
has been gui  1 t y  o f  conceal i n g  i nformat i  on o r  o ther  wrongdoing. 
The Board o f  V i s i t o r s  o f  VCU hereby s ta tes  i t s  firm and complete 
support o f  D r .  Ackel l ,  and notes the  f o l l o w i n g  f a c t s :  

1. A t  t he  t ime D r .  Ackel l  was appointed pres ident  o f  VCU i n  
February, 1978, he was serv ing  as a d i r e c t o r  o f  Whit taker 
Corporation, a p o s i t i o n  he has he ld  s ince 1975. That d i r e c t o r -  
sh ip  was d isc losed by D r .  Ackel l  i n  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  
presidency o f  VCU, and the  Board o f  V i s i t o r s  o f  VCU s p e c i f i c a l l y  
author ized h i s  continuance as a Whit taker d i r e c t o r  i n  connect ion 
w i t h  h i s  appointment as VCU president .  

2. D r .  Ackel l  ' s  cont inued serv ice  as a d i r e c t o r  o f  Whit taker 
has been known. 
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3. D r .  Ackel l  has reported t o  the  Board t h a t  he played no r o l e  
i n  Whi t t a k e r '  s a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  General Medical which became e f fec t i ve  
on March 31, 1980. 

4. For many years p r i o r  t o  D r .  A c k e l l ' s  appointment t o  t h e  p res i -  
dency o f  VCU i n  1978, General Medical made sales t o  VCU. These 
sales cont inued a f t e r  D r .  Ackel l  ' s  presidency i n  t h e  same fash ion 
as p r i o r  t o  h i s  presidency. Such sales cont inue today and t h e  
a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  General Medical by Whit taker has no t  r e s u l t e d  i n  
a change o f  business re la t i onsh ip ,  o r  t h e  method o f  doing business, 
between General Medical and VCU. 

5 .  D r .  Ackel l  has advised t h e  Board t h a t  he w i l l  cont inue t o  serve 
as a Whit taker d i r e c t o r  a t  a reduced y e a r l y  compensation which s h a l l  
be l e s s  than $5,000 e f f e c t i v e  January 1, 1980. The Board o f  V i s i t o r s  
i s  adv is ing  t h e  At torney General 's o f f i c e  t h a t  D r .  Ackel l  has taken 
these ac t ions  a f t e r  consul t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  At torney General ' s  op in ion  
of May 22, 1980. 

The meeting was adjourned a t  1:40 p.m. 

/, 

Harold I. Nemuth, M.D., Secretary 

Approved : 
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