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Stoneburner Lecture
Scheduled Feb. 25-26
On Anesthesia

The 25th annual Stoneburner Lecture
Series will be held February 25-26.
The department of continuing educa-
tion of the school of medicine and the
Virginia Society of Anesthesiologists
will offer the postgraduate course in
“What Is New in Anesthesiology.”
Dr. C. Ronald Stephen, Mallinckrodt
Professor of Anesthesiology, Washing-
ton University School of Medicine in
St. Louis, Missouri, will deliver the
Stoneburner Lecture at 2 p.m. Friday,
February 25, on “Anesthesia 1972”
and at 2 p.m. Saturday, February 26,
on “Malignant Hyperthermia.”

In addition to Doctor Stephen, guest
faculty include Dr. Peter J. Cohen,
professor and chairman, department
of anesthesia, University of Colorado
Medical Center; Dr. Guenter Cors-
sen, professor and chairman, de-
partment of anesthesiology, Universi-
ty of Alabama Medical Center; Dr.
Alastair J. Gillies, professor and chair-
man, department of anesthesiology,
University of Rochester (New York)
School of Medicine and Dentistry; Dr.
Terring W. Heironimus III, associate
professor of anesthesiology, Universi-
ty of Virginia School of Medicine,
director of inhalation therapy, Uni-
versity of Virginia Medical Center;
Dr. Robert G. Hicks, president and
head, department of anesthesiology,
St. Vincent’s Hospital, New York; Dr.
Richard L. Keenan, chairman, de-
partment of anesthesiology, The
Roosevelt Hospital, New York; Dr.
Emerson A. Moffitt, anesthesiologist,
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, Minnesota;
Dr. Rudolf T. Rotthaus, head, depart-
ment of anesthesiology, Municipal
Hospital, Munich, Germany; and Dr.
Robert M. Smith, director of anes-
thesia, Children’s Hospital Medical
Center, Boston, Massachusetts.

Dr. Nathan Wright, Jr.
To Speak February 8
At Convocation

Dr. Nathan Wright, Jr., professor of
urban affairs and chairman of the
Afro-American Studies Department at
State University of New York, will
speak February 8 at 2 p.m. in the
Mosque for VCU’s third convocation
of the academic year.

A former clergyman, Doctor Wright
is the award-winning author of a
series of six books on Black Power,
education, race relations, religion,
and history. Among them are Let’s
Work Together, Black Power and Ur-
ban Unrest, and Ready To Riot.

Doctor Wright holds five earned uni-
versity degrees, including two from
Harvard University, and he was
awarded the honorary doctor of laws
degree by Upsala College for out-
standing work in education and civil
rights.

Faculty members participating
from MCV will include Dr. James P.
Baker, associate professor of medi-
cine and director, respiratory intensive
care unit; Dr. C. Paul Boyan, professor
and chairman, department of anes-
thesiology; Dr. John Q. Durfey, pro-
fessor of anesthesiology; Bernard A.
Kuzava, CRNA, assistant professor of
anesthesiology; Dr. Carolyn McCue,
professor of pediatrics; Dr. J.
Dickinson McGavic, assistant pro-
fessor of anesthesiology; Dr. Orhan
Muren, associate professor of medi-
cine; Dr. M. Pinson Neal, Jr., assistant
vice president for health sciences and
director of continuing education; Dr.
Williams E. Pembleton, professor of
anesthesiology; Dr. Amir Rafii, pro-
fessor of anesthesiology; and Jack B.
Russell, lecturer in legal medicine.

The course is acceptable for 12V pre-
scribed hours by the American Acade-
my of General Practice.

Mobil Chemicals
Presents Collection

A collection of approximately 2,000
scientific  publications valued at
more than $50,000 has been awarded
to VCU by the Mobil Chemical
Company.

The collection, which includes a
complete set of chemical abstracts of
the American Chemical Society, as
well as scientific journals, will be
housed in the James Branch Cabell
Library.

In presenting the gift. Jonathan P.
Rogers, Mobil Chemical vice president
and general manager of the Richmond-
based Industrial Chemicals Division,
said it is being made “in recognition
of the university’s increasing emphasis
on and prominence in the field of sci-
entific research.”

The collection was accepted by
Dr. Warren W. Brandt, president of
VCU.

According to Gerard B. McCabe,
director of university libraries, the
collection “is probably the most
significant the libraries have received
and will add immeasurably to the
capabilities of the library to support
the university’s science program.”

New Education Dean
Is Coordinator
Of Experimental School

Dr. Warren Strandberg has been
named dean of the school of education,
effective July 1, 1972.

Doctor Strandberg is currently co-
ordinator of the New School, an ex-
perimental teacher preparation school
for elementary school teachers at the
University of North Dakota. He suc-
ceeds Dr. Arnold P. Fleshood, who
was appointed assistant vice presi-
dent for academic affairs for VCU on
July 1, 1971.

In the next few months, Doctor

(Continued on Page 2)



Page 2

THE MEDICOVAN

Joann Spitler, Editor
Judy Haymes, Assistant Editor

Published monthly, September
through August

for staff and employees
Box 606 770-4011

(Continued from page 1)

Strandberg will be making frequent
visits to Richmond to confer with VCU
faculty, students, and administrative
officials.

A native of Minnesota, Doctor
Strandberg earned a B.A. degree in
philosophy from the University of
Minnesota, an M.A.T. (mathematics
education — secondary) and an M.A.
in philosophy from Northwestern
University. He received his Ph.D. in
philosophy and education from North-
western University in 1967.

Doctor Strandberg joined the Uni-
versity of North Dakota in 1968, the
year the New School was established.
Previously he had served on the facul-
ty of Northwestern University, Nor-
thern Michigan University, and Chi-
cago State College, where he was as-
sistant to the dean of the college.

The New School at North Dakota
was described by Charles E. Silberman
in Crisis in the Classroom as “easily
the most exciting teacher education
program in the United States.

In announcing the appointment to
the faculty of the school of education,
Dr. Francis J. Brooke, VCU’s vice
president for academic affairs said,
“Both VCU and the state of Virginia
are fortunate in attracting such an out-
standing educator.”

Student Directory
Vetoed This Year

The Administrative Council of the
Health Sciences Division voted on De-
cember 9 not to publish a student
directory this year. According to
Franklin Bacon, associate dean of
student life, the decision was made
due to the lateness and difficulty in
getting correct student information.

The office of registrar services at
extension 6723 or the central locator
at extension 5211 will be the only two
offices with complete information con-
cerning location of all students on the
East campus.

Dr. Paul D. Minton
Appointed Dean
Of Arts and Sciences

Dr. Paul D. Minton has been named
dean of the school of arts and sciences,
effective July 1, 1972.

Doctor Minton is presently profes-
sor and chairman of the department of
statistics at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity and clinical professor at the
Southwestern Medical School of the
University of Texas. He succeeds Dr.
J. Edwin Whitesell, who resigned to
devote full time to teaching in the Eng-
lish department.

A native of Dallas, Texas, Doctor
Minton received his B.S. and M.S. de-
grees in mathematics from Southern
Methodist University and his Ph.D.
degree in experimental statistics from
North Carolina State University.

His experience includes teaching at
the University of North Carolina,
Southern Methodist University, and
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University.

At SMU Doctor Minton organized
the first department of statistics in the
Southwest. He has been a member of
the board of directors of the SMU In-

stitute for Urban Studies, a member of
the Faculty Senate, a member of the
Board of Directors of the SMU Insti-
tute for the study of earth and man,
and a member of the Dallas Metropoli-
tan Philosophical Society.

The new dean has alsp had experi-
ence in the computer sciences, having
served as director of the computing
laboratory at SMU and as a computer
analyst with Remington Rand Univac.
He has also published in the computer
field.

Dr. Minton has also had extensive
experience in university grants-in-aid
administration in the field of biome-
try, working with the National Insti-
tutes of Health. He has also worked in
and coordinated several universi-
ty seminars and workshops in the field
of statistics.

His publications have been exten-
sive and demonstrate interdisciplinary
application and interests. Subjects for
his papers have included mathematics,
biology, medicine, biometry, theology,
engineering, marketing, and seismolo-

Doctor Minton is a member of
several civic and professional organi-
zations.

Waller Fund Dinner
Set for February 11

The annual Waller Fund Dinner,
sponsored by the MCV Woman’s
Club section of the VCU Woman’s
Club, will be held February 11 at the
Richmond Academy of Medicine. All
faculty members of the Health Sci-
ences Division are invited to attend.
A social hour will begin at 6 p.m. with
dinner at 7 p.m.

This is a pot-luck dinner, so those
attending should bring their favorite
meat, casserole, salad, or dessert,
enough to feed 10 people. Those un-
able to bring food may make a cash
contribution to food expenses.

Although the idea for the pot-luck
dinner began several years before,
it was in 1950 that Miss Thelma Hoke,
then secretary to the president of
MCYV, proposed that contributions be
made and a fund established to be
used by faculty and personnel for pri-
vate duty nursing care when needed
during illness. In 1952 Dr. J. C. Forbes
suggested that the fund be named the

Robert Waller Memorial Fund in
memory of Dr. Robert Waller, a re-
searcher who lost his life in an automo-
bile accident.

Contributions may be made at the
Waller Fund dinner or checks may be
mailed.

For dinner reservations, telephone
Mrs. J. H. Morgan, 266-9484, or
Mrs. Steven Price, 272-4722.

Chemistry Professor
To Head Society

Dr. Robert G. Bass, professor of
chemistry, has been elected chair-
man of the Virginia section of the
American Chemical Society.

Doctor Bass, a native of Norfolk,
received his B.S. degree from Virginia
Polytechnic Institute and State Uni-
versity and his Ph.D. degree from the
University of Virginia, where he was a
post-doctorate research assistant.

He serves a joint appointment to the
Health Sciences and Academic Divi-
sion departments of chemistry.
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Consultants’ Goal: Tell VCU’s Story

If you want to talk to Dr. Henry I.
Willett about something that excites
him, talk to him about VCU. As con-
sultant to the president, a position he
accepted last year, Doctor Willett has
nurtured a strong enthusiasm for the
potential of the university and he is
determined to disseminate its message
of service to the city, the state, and the
nation.

Among the consultant’s responsibil-
ities are to coordinate the work of
the offices of university relations and
development, to direct special activi-
ties, and to work closely with the
General Assembly and members of the
community. One activity which he
helped organize this year is a series
of luncheons with small groups repre-
senting various segments of the com-
munity meeting with Dr. Warren W.
Brandt. The purpose of the meetings
is to communicate with a crossection
of the people VCU serves, to inform,
and to elicit feedback.

“One of the first things you get
from these meetings,” Doctor Willett
noted, “is that people really do not
know about VCU.” This, he indicated,
is one evidence of the fact that we have
a major responsibility for informing
people of our services and promoting
VCU’s image, a key word in Doctor
Willett’s vocabulary when speaking
of the university.

What is the image we are trying to
convey? According to Doctor Willett,
we must be an urban university,
which commits us “first to being a
good university and then to being
something extra.” Being an urban uni-
versity, he emphasized, however, does
not mean being a problem solver
for the community but lending lead-
ership and often acting as a catalytic
agent.

He cited two examples of urban
orientation in our instructional pro-
grams. Last year the school of educa-
tion graduated approximately 420 stu-
dents, “but it was not enough for us
to teach those students just to teach
mathematics. We must try to give
student teachers a variety of experi-
ences.” Doctor Willett, who served as
superintendent of Richmond City
Schools for 23 years, explained that
student teaching experiences at
VCU have been expanded to provide
situations which expose prospective
teachers early in their careers to the

Dr. Henry I. Willett
Consultant to the President

various environments they may expect
to face as educators.

Another significant challenge the
university is facing, Doctor Willett
pointed out, is in health care delivery.
One of the “very exciting and im-
portant efforts” VCU is making is
through affilation with community
hospitals and through a developing
department of family practice to en-
courage physicians to locate in rural
areas. Further urban emphasis is evi-
dent in the cooperation of several
schools of the university in such ef-
forts as the operation of the VCU Day
Nursery. “We are an important factor
in the delivery of health care to the
community and state.”

There is little argument that a
university’s image is only as strong
as its faculty and students. Because we
are trying to develop a variety of
courses aimed at solutions to urban
problems VCU is attracting very out-
standing staff members, the consul-
tant remarked. Doctor Willett has the
highest faith in its students, whom he
says have demonstrated a strong sensi-
tivity to the community’s needs and
who are sincerely interested in de-
veloping solutions to urban problems.

In many institutions today, Doctor

Willett explained, student unrest has
created a negative image. The prob-
lem, as he views it, is that people tend
to place too high a premium on con-
formity. “We judge people in terms of
our own preconceived standards.” In
his opinion apathy is the worst prob-
lem a university can have, and pro-
gress is therefore impossible without
some unrest.

When you combine an excellent
faculty and a strongly motivated stu-
dent body you have “the excitement
of people who are going places and
who are really doing something,”
Doctor Willett exclaimed.

The relationship of a university’s
image to its ability to command fi-
nancial support also has involved Doc-
tor Willett in the university’s first
Annual Fund Drive. He has partici-
pated in eight meetings with the presi-
dent throughout the state to which
area alumni and members of the Gen-
eral Assembly were invited to discuss
the university. A tradition has evolved,
the administrator pointed out, of giv-
ing to private institutions rather than
state-supported colleges and uni-
versities which are conceived to be
entirely financed by the government.
He noted, however, that the state pro-
vides basic university support, and
“we must look to private sources to
increase innovative programs.” The
university is first appealing to its alum-
ni, faculty, and staff for assistance
since a condition for corporate and
foundation support is that the institu-
tion evidence some degree of self-help.

Another area in which the presi-
dent’s consultant is involved along
with other administrators and faculty
within the university is a self-study,
which he expects to be of value in bol-
stering confidence in our strong pro-
grams and give direction for the devel-
opment of others. “This should help us
to find our own identity as a university
and to give us some indication of what
we need to do.”

Prior to his appointment as con-
sultant to the president, Doctor Willett
was professor of education and consul-
tant on urban affairs at VCU for two
years. He served as superintendent of
Richmond City Schools from 1946-69
and was president of the American
Association of School Administrators
1955-56.

(Continued on Page 4)
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A native of Gloucester County, Doc-
tor Willett received his B.A. degree
from the College of William and
Mary, M.A. from Columbia Universi-
ty, LL.D. from the College of Wil-
liam and Mary, Litt.D. from the
University of Richmond, and LL.D.
from Washington and Lee University.

He has taught at the elementary,
secondary, and college level and has
served as superintendent of schools in
Norfolk County and director of in-
struction and assistant superintendent
in Augusta County.

Doctor Willett is a member of the
boards of about 25 local, state, and na-
tional organizations, including the Na-
tional Humanities Faculty, WCVE ed-
ucational television, the Old
Dominion Humanities Fellowship Pro-
gram, and the School Division Criteria
Committee appointed by the gov-
ernor. He has served in educational
delegations to Switzerland, Spain,
England, Russia, and the satellite
countries.

Doctor Willett’s family is also com-
mitted to the field of education. His
wife, the former Doris Long Moore, is
assistant professor of mathematics at
the University of Richmond. A son,
Dr. Henry 1. Willett, Jr., is president
of Longwood College, and another
son, Dr. Thomas D. Willett, associate
professor of economics at Cornell
University.

His outstanding accomplishments in
the fields of education, human rela-
tions, government, and community
service are widely recognized. VCU is
indeed fortunate to have a man of such
expertise in its service.

certificate of achievement in industrial
supervision or management develop-
ment.

This Year, Hope

The following poem was written by
Jean Winner, employee in the de-
partment of pharmacology.

Another year I walked with God,
each step with Him was sweet,
I knew some trials and crosses,
but He spared me from defeat.
Human trusts were shattered,
my year brought joys and pain,
His Holy word sustained my soul,
through days of storm and rain.

All future years I pledge to God,
the unknown dims the way,
But with my will entwined in His,
it will shine forth each day.
The road may lead to blessings great,
it may yield trials untold,
What lies ahead projects no fear,
I know His love will hold.

Management Center
Sets Registration
For Short Courses

The Management Center, school of
business, will conduct spring regis-
tration for short non-credit courses on
February 7 from 7-9 p.m. in the new
school of business building, Rooms
11-A and 11-B, 1015 Floyd Avenue.
Those who wish to pre-register by mail
or desire additional information
should contact Colonel Mansfield, The
Management Center, extension 7211.

The Management Center offers a
variety of business courses in the lat-
est management techniques, computer
operation, accounting, medical termi-
nology and related subjects. Students
may enroll in a program leading to a

Occupational Therapy
Award Presented

Miss Jane M. Mills, a 1971 graduate
of VCU, has received the first annual
“Ann Saxton Literary Award.”

The award was established by Miss
Dorothy Saxton, assistant professor
of occupational therapy at VCU, in
memory of her deceased mother. The
$200 award is presented to an occupa-
tional therapy student who through
competition, produces a manuscript,
which in -the opinion of a panel of
three judges, is worthy of publication
in the American Journal of Occupa-
tional Therapy or a journal in a related
science.

Miss Mills, of Bridgeport, West Vir-
ginia, is now completing her hospital
affiliation. The title of her manuscript
was “The Future of Geriatrics Occupa-
tional Therapy — The Knowledge and
Attitudes of Undergraduate Occupa-
tional Therapy Students.”

Woman’s Club
Plans Dance

The MCV Faculty Woman’s Club
section of the VCU Woman’s Club will
sponsor a dance on Saturday, March
25, for all members of the VCU Wo-
man’s Club and their guests.

The dance at the Jonah Larrick Stu-
dent Center will be preceded by cock-
tails and a buffet supper.

Computer Seminar
To Be Offered

A three-morning elementary sem-
inar in the computer language
FORTRAN (WATFIV version) for all
MCV faculty and graduate students
will be offered by the University Com-
puter Center from 10 a.m. to 12 noon
on March 6, March 13, and March 20.

If there is sufficient demand, the
seminar will be repeated during April
at the Health Sciences Division and
will be offered at the Academic Divi-
sion in May.

No knowledge of computers is re-
quired, and there is no charge, ac-
cording to Dr. Michael J. Pedelty,
head of the educational services de-
partment of the computer center. It is
necessary to register by March 3 by
calling the center on extension 4081.

Seminar participants will have the
opportunity to run their programs on
an IBM 360 computer installed by the
university. Those who are unable to
attend three mornings are encouraged
to come to a portion of the seminar.

For further information on the semi-
nar and other computer facilities,
please call 4081.

Dr. Geoffrey T. Mann
Will Vacate Posts

Dr. Geoffrey T. Mann, Virginia’s
chief medical examiner for 23 years
and professor and chairman of the de-
partment of legal medicine and divi-
sion of forensic medicine, has accepted
the job of medical examiner for Bro-
ward County, Florida.

Doctor Mann expects to complete
his work here during June and report
to his new position July 1.

Considered one of the leading foren-
sic pathologists in the country, he has
directed one of the nation’s model
medical examiners’ systems. He is the
second man to hold the chief medical
examiners’ job. The state system was
created in 1946; Dr. Mann assumed
his post in 1948.

The challenge of starting a new sys-
tem in an area where medical exami-
ner work is unknown was the moti-
vating force in his acceptance of the
job, Doctor Mann said.

A native of Regina, Saskatchewan,
Doctor Mann holds a law degree and
a doctor of medicine degree. He be-
gan teaching at MCV in 1949.
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New Math Course Takes Mod Approach

Coed Nancy Skubal, a VCU sophomore from Boca Raton, Florida, studies

mathematics with the aid of a tape recorder and earphones.

By Pat Ryan
VCU information officer

Students in a course at VCU are
studying with the aid of tape re-
corders and earphones, a common
sight in language classes. But the
students aren’t studying language.
They’re studying mathematics.

The course is Mathematics 101,
“College Algebra,” and it was offered
for the first time this fall as a labora-
tory class.

According to Dr. William B. Glynn,
chairman of the mathematics depart-
ment at VCU, the three-credit hour
class is designed for students with a
variety of backgrounds in mathe-
matics and is self-paced — it allows the
student to progress at their own rate.

Using taped lectures and a textbook,
each student is required to complete
“blocks” of material. When he has
completed a block and is prepared to
be tested, the student must pass an
examination on the material studied
before going on to the next block.

Although a laboratory course, an in-
structor is present in each class for
individual consultation. Also, if a stu-
dent does not pass a block exam, his
weaknesses are diagnosed by the in-
structor. The student may then re-
study the material and take an al-
ternate examination.

In the new course, students have
greater control over their grade.
Block examinations may be taken

three times and the highest score is
accepted. The same procedure is fol-
lowed for the final examination and
the course grade is determined by us-
ing the highest block test scores and
the highest final examination score.

“Because it is self-paced,” Doctor
Glynn explained, “the course can
meet extreme needs of students —
those with a poor background in math-
ematics and more advanced students.”

Doctor Glynn believes the labora-
tory course has many advantages over
the traditional lecture class. It allows
the instructor to give more individual
attention to the students and it allows
students to meet a standard within a
flexibility of time.

Although it is a one-semester
course, work may be completed early
or it may continue into the next se-
mester. The course must, however, be
completed by the end of the following
term.

Students are assigned to the labora-
tory for three hours each week but
they may use it at other times. Stu-
dents may also enroll in a remedial
mathematics course before or while
enrolled in the algebra class.

There are approximately 500 stu-
dents in both courses — 150 in the
remedial class and 350 in the algebra
course.

The department chairman predicts
that the laboratory course will reduce
grade failures and will also result in a
high percentage of students who com-

Grant Awarded
For Safety Program

VCU has been awarded a $15,000
grant from the Virginia Highway
Safety Division for the development
of a four-year degree program in traf-
fic and highway safety.

The seven-month planning grant
was made to the department of ad-
ministration of justice and public
safety of the school of community
services, which now offers a two-year
associate degree.

In addition to the expansion of the
degree program, the funds will be used
to sponsor short courses and work-
shops in highway safety.

VCU hopes to develop the first
highway safety center in Virginia. The
center would coordinate engineering,
research, and driver education and
provide training programs in areas of
highway safety standards.

Safety standards include motor ve-
hicle inspection and registration,
driver education, emergency medical
services and highway design, construc-
tion and maintenance.

The center may also serve as an in-
formation center for the 135 local high-
way safety commissions throughout
the state.

VCU’s department of administration
of justice and public safety offers areas
of concentration in police, courts, cor-
rections and traffic safety. The depart-
ment has six full-time and three part-
time faculty members and 300 majors.

Department chairman is James D.
Stinchcomb, formerly director of the
Institute for Justice and Law Enforce-
ment at University Research Corp.,
Washington, D.C.

plete the course early.
Student reaction to the laboratory

course in mathematics has been
varied.

“We have had only extreme reac-
tions,” Doctor Glynn said. “Stu-

dents either like it because it allows
them to work at their own pace, or
they dislike it because they’re lecture
oriented.”

The department will offer a labora-
tory course in trigonometry for the
first time in the spring. Many of the
lectures now used in the present
course are commercial tapes supplied
by an educational media company.
Lectures for the second course, and
eventually all lectures, will be written
by VCU faculty members.
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New Dean’s First Impressions
Are Mostly Favorable

Dr. Warren H. Pearse
Dean of the School of Medicine

Dr. Warren H. Pearse, new dean of
the school of medicine, has some pret-
ty optimistic things to say about medi-
cal education and about the future of
health care.

Doctor Pearse, who came to work of-
ficially November 16, has spent much
of his time so far becoming acquainted
with MCV, with Richmond, and with
the state.

Much of what he has seen has
pleased him — especially “an impres-
sive faculty and teaching facilities,”
an active department of family prac-
tice, a well organized and staffed state
health department, and a strong com-
mitment to higher education in Vir-
ginia. His major disappointment, how-
ever, has been in patient care facilities
which are about “35 years behind the
times.”

The new system-oriented curriculum
adopted by the school of medicine also
pleases the new dean. Although “not
a panacea to all the world’s problems,”
he does consider the study of systems
rather than subjects a good approach
to medical education. “It has the ad-
vantage for a student of helping him
to correlate information he may not
otherwise see as important.” Although
MCV is not a pioneer in institution of
this new curriculum, Doctor Pearse
noted, the school has been a leader in
making it work so well. He predicts
that the system-oriented curriculum
will become accepted throughout the
country.

Another trend in medical education

about which he is excited is graduate
medical training following medical
school. “As of 1972 the traditional four
years of school is out.” Students will
essentially be required to have three
years of additional specialty training
regardless of what field they enter.
“What you will have essentially is a
seven-year curriculum, and this will be
largely a medical school responsibili-
ty.”

Another good provision of the new
curriculum he cited is the option for
graduation in three years. The senior
year is essentially an elective year,
with experience in basic medical clerk-
ships plus a community hospital in the
junior year.

It should be encouraging to those
who have despaired in light of all the
talk about physician shortages in this
country that Doctor Pearse predicts
an adequate supply, or even a surplus,
by 1985. “Now there is an oversupply
nowhere in the country, except per-
haps Manhattan.” He bases his con-
clusion on the rapidly increasing num-
ber of physicians and the slowdown in
population growth. “By 1980 there will
be 15-18,000 graduates of medical
schools annually. That number will be
essentially double the figure for
1965.”

Solutions to the problem of physician
distribution, he added, do not lie in
simply educating more physicians. As
an example, the graduate who has
completed six or seven years of medi-
cal training and is married to a college-
educated woman (and most are) with
children is not likely to be attracted to
an isolated rural community for prac-
tice. “No matter how many times you
emphasize rural health problems, he is
not going to locate there.” According
to Doctor Pearse there are two pos-
sible solutions to problems of rural
communities (noting, however, that
physician shortages are not exclusive
to these areas.) One answer, he said,
“is for communities to rise up and
improve themselves culturally and
educationally to attract physicians.”
An important alternate, and one like-
ly to benefit health care in such an
area even more, is the establishment
of a group practice. As an example of
problem solving, he noted Marshfield,
Wisconsin, a town of 14,000 located
150 miles from the nearest population
center, which has successfully at-

tracted an excellent group of over 60
physicians.

The new dean is emphatic in his be-
lief that introduction of paramedical
personnel or physicians’ assistants in-
to the picture will not decrease the
need for physicians. “In the last five
years formal training programs have
produced about 60 people in this coun-
try as physicians’ assistants while
over 53,000 M.D.’s were licensed in the
United States. This is the first reason
why it would make no difference in the
immediate future.”

The problems with physicians’ as-
sistants, he noted, are in licensure,
liability and acceptance by patients
and physicians. “We tried to deter-
mine in Nebraska the number of phy-
sicians who would employ such in-
dividuals, and we could not identify
any.”

Increases in MCV’s medical school
enrollment, too, are encouraging. Next
year’s entering class is expected to be
146, 10 more than this year’s, and
the addition to Sanger Hall is sched-
uled to accommodate a class of 168.
But not only is the number of stu-
dents changing, but attitudes seem
to be changing, too, Doctor Pearse
noted. “Students now have a social
consciousness that they did not have
before.” They care more about people
and the environment. “This can only
be a positive force in medical care.”

Doctor Pearse comes to MCV from
the University of Nebraska College
of Medicine, where he was assistant
dean of medicine for eight years. He
joined the University of Nebraska
College of Medicine faculty in 1959
and was named chairman of the de-
partment of obstetrics and gynecology
in 1962.

A native of Detroit, Michigan, Doc-
tor Pearse received his B.S. degree
from Michigan State University, and
his M.B. and M.D. degrees from
Northwestern University.

Soccer Club
Invites Players

The Richmond International Soc-
cer Club holds practice on Wednesday
evenings at Parker Field Annex on the
Boulevard at 7:30 p.m. Anyone inter-
ested in playing soccer with a rising
young team participating in area
league play is invited to join.
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Construction is now complete on VCU’s five-story school of business building,
and total occupancy is expected during the spring semester. The $3,800,000
building contains 146,344 square feet of space and will provide approximately
180 offices, 72 classrooms, and a large computer center. Among the building’s
facilities are ramps and other barrier-free travel features for disabled persons.
Construction began in November 1969. Architects and engineers are Lyles, Bis-
sett, Carlisle and Wolff of Alexandria. Prime contractor of Thorington Construc-

tion Co., Inc., of Richmond.

Two Admitted
To Specialty Society

Two members of the faculty of the
school of medicine were recently ad-
mitted as members of the American
College of Physicians, international
medical specialty society.

Dr. Stanley A. Goldman, clinical in-
structor, and Dr. Jack D. Proctor, as-
sistant professor, were among those
who met the standards of the College,
which is dedicated to upgrading medi-
cal care, teaching, and research
through stringent standards of mem-
bership and programs of continuing
education.

The College today is one of the lead-
ing medical societies in the provision
of continuing education opportuni-
ties for its 18,500 members. A pre-
World War II pioneer in post-graduate
courses and other means for con-
tinuing education, the American Col-
lege of Physicians in 1968 started
periodic self-assessment examinations
for which more than 27,000 subscrip-
tions have been sent to physicians so
they can privately judge their own de-
gree of competence and direct their fu-
ture postgraduate education.

Pathologists
Attend
Conference
In Venezuela

Dr. Fairfield Goodale, chairman of
the department of pathology; Dr. En-
rique Gerszten, assistant professor of
pathology; Dr. Marvin J. Allison, pro-
fessor of clinical pathology and assis-
tant professor of microbiology; and
Dr. George Cunningham, professor of
pathology, attended the VIII Latin
American Congress of Pathology in
Maracaibo, Venezuela, December
5-10.

Doctor Allison and Doctor Gerszten
presented a paper entitled, “Dynamic
processes of infectious diseases.”
Doctor Cunningham gave a short
course on “Pulmonary Pathology.”
Doctor Goodale and Doctor Gerszten
were invited guests at the conference
of “New Methods of Teaching Pathol-
ogy.” Doctor Goodale spoke of “The
Teaching of Pathology in an Inte-
grated Curriculum,” and Doctor
Gerszten of “Audiovisual Methods of
Pathology in Medical Sciences.”

A New Year’s
Thought

Benjamin Franklin said, “Dost thou
love life? Then do not squander time,
for that is the stuff life is made of.”
Have you ever felt that no matter how
hard you worked you still had more
work to do than you could satis-
factorily handle? That you were so in-
volved in current operating problems
that you could never focus on long-
range plans?

You CAN manage your time more ef-
fectively . . . by being truly selective
in the tasks you do yourself. First you
need to take a fresh look at the entire
scope of your job. Set objectives for
what you wish to accomplish during
the next year . . . and be sure that your
objectives coincide with those of the
company. Then state clearly what
work is to be done, how it will be ac-
complished, how well it is to be done
(performance standards), who will do
it, and when each task should be
started and finished. Examine your
current work load and what will be
added to it because of your new ob-
jectives. Evaluate the jobs by impor-
tance and determine which can be del-
egated, divided, routinized, mech-
anized, or eliminated, and which re-
sponsibilities you should retain. Then
prepare your overall work schedule.

Keep a daily log of what you
PLANNED to accomplish and what
you actually DID accomplish. Review
the log every couple of months to see
if you are sticking to first priority work
or reacting to job stress by expending
your energy on easy, familiar, but less
important, tasks.

— from The Western Girl Report

Evening College
Adds Saturday Classes

The Evening College will offer more
than 25 Saturday classes during the
spring semester.

Classes scheduled on Saturday in-
clude courses in business, education,
English, history, political science, re-
tailing, sociology, speech, and Russian
literature. Saturday classes in rehabil-
itation counseling are offered for a
nine-month term, September through
May. Being offered for the first
time on Saturday will be Russian
308E, Russian literature in English
translation.
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VCU’ “Department Store” Ready To Serve You

James Fobbs packs order for de-
livery. Small packages are now or-
ganized in plastic bags for the conveni-
ence of the departments in identifying
supplies.

“If we don’t have it, we’ll get it”
from paper clips to surgical instru-
ments. VCU’s purchasing department
at 2024 West Broad Street is like a
tremendous department store, stock-
ing all the hospitals’ and many of the
university’s supply needs.

On two floors of what once was the
Division of Motor Vehicles license
testing center, the department houses
approximately 1,500 different items,
including office supplies, surgical
dressings, disposable diapers, sy-
ringes, paper towels, trash can liners,
sponges, linen, admissions forms,
chemicals, X-ray film, bandages, and
cleaning items.

According to James R. Blanton, pur-
chasing director, the department pro-
cessed approximately 33,000 purchase
orders last year representing mer-
chandise at a total value of about
$11,000,000. Mr. Blanton’s office re-
ceives between 500 and 700 requisi-
tions per week, and for the Health Sci-
ences Division alone delivers about
1,700 items from the storeroom in the
same period.

The department maintains two 40-
foot trailers for deliveries. One trailer
is filled everyday at the Broad Street
storeroom and delivered to North
Hospital, where an empty trailer
awaits for pickup to be filled the fol-
lowing day.

Mr. Blanton emphasized that per-
sonnel from the purchasing depart-
ment are responsible for items
from the time they are requisitioned
to the time they are delivered, but once
they reach North Hospital, the depart-
ment releases control. Mr. Blanton
suggests that those who feel delivery
of a requisitioned item has taken an
unusually long time call the purchas-
ing department to see first if the requi-

sition has been filled and where the
items were delivered. “People should
give some consideration to the fact
that a number of people are involved
in delivery, and from the time an
order reaches North Hospital to the
time it reaches its destination in the
MCV complex, there may be an error.”

In its position of service to the uni-
versity, the purchasing department has
a two-fold goal, Mr. Blanton noted.
“First is to buy departments the best
merchandise we can to meet their de-
mands at the lowest possible price, all
things considered.” These considera-
tions in choosing a supplier include his
ability to meet obligations, past ex-
perience with the supplier, and a rela-
tion of supplier to manufacturer which
will assure prompt delivery.

The department’s other responsibil-
ity is to interpret the policies estab-
lished by the State Department of Pur-
chasing, which essentially determines
what can and cannot be bought.

“The interval between the time
we receive a requisition and the time
the order is placed depends on the
type of item, its cost, and the source
of funds. It can take from one day to
a minimum of three to four weeks be-
fore an order is placed, not delivered.”

Mr. Blanton explained that if an
item is on state contract and is in stock
it can take from five to seven days for
the supplier to receive a purchase
order from the state. If the item must
be placed on state bids, it may take a

Wade
manager,

warehouse

Young (left),
consults J. T. Baughan,
purchasing manager, about a requisi-
tion.

Posting requisitions keeps Judy
Pitchford (left) and Anne Pinchot
busy. The purchasing department re-
ceives between 500 and 700 requisi-
tions per week.

minimum of 15 days before a purchase
order is received by the supplier.

All decisions of the purchasing de-
partment staff must be based on direc-
tives of the State Department of Pur-
chasing. Interpreting these laws and
complying with them is one of the de-
partment’s most difficult jobs, said
Mr. Blanton. “We would recommend
that any time major equipment or
furniture and furnishings are to be
requisitioned, the department should
consult the purchasing department di-
rectly.” Then, he added, “we can come
up with a suggestion which will allow
departments to purchase what they
need and still meet state require-
ments.”

Despite delays which sometimes
result from processing through the
state system, Mr. Blanton emphasized
that the State Department of Pur-
chasing “has been a lot of help to us,
and there are many contracts State
Purchasing has established under
which we may buy on a direct basis.
They have a legal obligation to meet
and it can cause delay.” The director
added, however, that the office recog-
nizes the fact that emergencies do
arise which must be taken care of im-
mediately and exceptions to normal
procedures may be taken.

Lack of communication, he says,
is the most frequent cause of misun-
derstandings, and if departments
would initiate more direct contact with
the purchasing department, they
would be happy to help work out
problems. “We are a service depart-
ment, and our primary purpose is
service to the hospitals and the uni-
versity.”

Presently the purchasing depart-
ment does not stock all items used at
the Academic Division but expects to

(Continued on Page 9)
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Lloyd Blount (left) unloads a ship-
ment from a local supplier into the
purchasing storeroom.

(Continued from Page 8)

assume responsibilities for the West
campus storeroom in the future and re-
stock items at the central storeroom.
By combining supplies, Mr. Blanton
pointed out, the West campus can en-
joy the advantages the purchasing de-
partment can provide. “We hope to
establish a central receiving point for
delivery to Academic Division de-
partments by storeroom personnel.”

Until two and a half years ago, the
MCYV storeroom headquarters were at
403 North 13th Street, but a fire
destroyed the metal quonset hut con-
taining about $450,000 worth of sup-
plies. Before the fire all deliveries
were made in a surplus postal truck.

The department employs 22 per-
sons. In addition to Mr. Blanton, three
other key staff members work closely
with departments in meeting their pur-
chasing needs. They are J. T.
Baughan, purchasing manager; Wade
Young, warehouse manager; and Ed-
ward O. Santucci, administrative
manager. Mr. Blanton emphasized his
desire to “develop a closer relation-
ship with the departments. Unless we
have a thorough understanding of
their needs we are often unable to
meet them satisfactorily.”

One step which could help the
department to speed up service, the
director noted, is for all departments
to use the proper requisition forms and
to give sufficient information on the
requisition to allow prompt and ac-
curate deliveries. He added that the
department expects to hire an expe-
diter in the future to speed the flow of
paperwork.

As Mr. Blanton repeated, “If we
don’t have it, we’ll get it.” The pur-
chasing department is willing to co-
operate in every way possible to meet
departmental needs.

Bridge League
Requests Franchise

A request has been made to the
American Contract Bridge League for
a Class 3 College Invitation franchise
for students, faculty, staff, and
spouses of VCU. The request was
made through the efforts of medical
students Richard G. Joslin and Vern
Meyer and is supported by the student
life office.

The VCU tournament bridge league
now includes 15 charter members, who
have paid $5 each to purchase boards
and other items necessary to get the
league star'ed. The charter members
will act as the Board on all rulings.
A qualified director is currently being
sought, and after certification, three
students will serve as back-up for the
director.

Playing charge for non-Board mem-
bers will be $1 per person per night,

but if participation is sufficient, the
rate will be adjusted accordingly.
Charter members will play the first
night free of charge and thereafter at
a reduced rate. Official bridge master
points will be awarded to the first four
places each night.

The league initiators hope to sched-
ule the first game as soon as the fran-
chise is approved. Student center
rooms C and D have been reserved
for every other Tuesday from the
starting date through May 30.

Persons from VCU who are inter-
ested in tournament bridge should
write the Larrick Student Center, At-
tention: Tournament Bridge Director,
or call extension 4441.

For detailed information, call Rich-
ard G. Joslin at 233-5124, or Vern
Meyer, 233-0765. These are home tele-
phone numbers, and they may be
reached there only in the evenings and
on weekends.

David Love (center), pharmacy resident, recently received a $1,500 check, one
of 10 awarded by Hoffmann-LaRoche each year to support research projects in
hospital pharmacy. In national competition, David’s project, “A Comparative
Examination of the Microbial Contamination of the Open Type and Closed Type
Systems of Administering Large Volume Parenterals,” was selected. William
Whitfield (right), MCV’s Roche representative, made the presentation in the
presence of Willard Harrison, pharmacy director.
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The bequest from the late Dr. Edwin B. Thompson was presented in the office
of the MCV Foundation. Present were (left to right) Mrs. Marian Bailey, secre-
tary to the Foundation; Ralph M. Ware, Jr., director of development; Guy S.
Dooley, Jr., and Dr. W. T. Sanger, executive director of the Foundation.

Physician’s Bequest
To Aid Research

A bequest of 2,303 shares of stock
has been made to MCV with settle-
ment of the estate of the late Dr.
Edwin B. Thompson, a 1917 graduate
of the MCV school of medicine.

Along with the stock, which will
yield between $5,000 and $6,000 an-
nually, a check for $10,272 was pre-
sented for income from the stock dur-
ing the period the estate was being
settled.

Doctor Thompson died May 31,
1969. A native of Montgomery, West
Virginia, he retired in 1953 after 24
years of general practice in Mont-
gomery.

The will provided that the income
from Doctor Thompson’s estate be
used for research in the field of spots
on the macula, a condition from which
he suffered. The research will be under
the direction of Dr. DuPont Guerry
III, chairman of the department of
ophthamology.

Cooperative Planning Project Promotes Special Education

As the result of a cooperative plan-
ning project, the Powhatan County
school system is developing its first
program of special education, and
VCU is expanding its experiences for
preparation of student teachers.

The university and the counlty are
in the third and final phase of a three-
year program to develop a plan for the
establishment of a comprehensive
special education laboratory in a
rural setting. Funded by federal
grants, the project is a national dem-
onstration in exemplary teacher edu-
cation.

Dr. Howard L. Sparks, director of
graduate studies in the school of edu-
cation, said the project was developed
in response to two needs: to provide a
balanced special education program in
the university which would prepare
teachers for rural as well as urban
teaching environments, and to help
solve the problems faced by Powhatan
County, which has shown a readiness
for a special education program but
which has not had the resources to
establish or operate such a program.

Doctor Sparks explained that VCU

has a rapidly developing special edu-
cation program which prepares
teachers and other personnel to pro-
vide services for students whose in-
structional needs cannot be met in a
regular classroom. “The university has
developed excellent relationships with
the urban school districts in its geo-
graphic area and has made extensive
use of their resources to provide spe-
cial education experience,” he said.
“However, many students in the spe-
cial education program are from
rural backgrounds and expect to teach
in areas with populations or problems
which are unlike those encountered in
the urban setting.”

The Powhatan County schools, lo-
cated approximately 30 miles from the
VCU campus, were chosen for partici-
pation in the project because of the
county’s rural status, the closeness
to the university, keen local interest,
racial balance, educational technology,
low rate of teacher turnover, and
available facilities.

The first phase of the project in-
volved intensive community partici-
pation in gathering data necessary to
identify all handicapped children not

recorded by school, health, or welfare
authorities and to locate persons or
facilities to serve the handicapped
population. Initial activities involved
project staff, students, and task force
members concerned with community
organization and planning, health
service, homebound education, occu-
pational therapy, recreation, and re-
habilitation counseling.

During the first year all children in
Powhatan County schools were
screened in reading and arithmetic
achievement, intelligence, social ad-
justment and general physical health,
hearing, and vision to identify those
with disabilities who were not making
sufficient progress.

Doctor Sparks explained that
screening results indicated a large
number of children needed diagnosis
of learning difficulties. This became
the task of the second phase, which
began in July 1970. Intensive and in-
dividual evaluation was conducted by
pediatricians, psychologists, special
educators, psychiatrists, audiologists,
ophthmalogists, and other profes-
sionals.

(Continued on Page 11)
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S
Instructor offers individual attention to students

in special education program.

(Continued from Page 10)

“Student participation was an im-
portant aspect of phase two,” he
noted. Graduate students in the school
of social work coordinated efforts with
the services of public health and wel-
fare departments through home visita-
tions and referrals of children to ap-
propriate public agencies. Students in
counselor education helped to or-
ganize a parental guidance program,
arranging small group parent con-
ferences. They also administered and
scored standardized tests. Vocational
guidance and counseling was provided
for secondary educable retarded stu-
dents by VCU students from the school
of rehabilitation counseling. Secon-
dary education students assisted in
modifying curricula for both gifted and
slow learners. Much of the testing for
learning disabilities and the instruc-
tion of individual students was ac-
complished by special education stu-
dents. Physical education majors de-
veloped motor skill activities which
could be directed by the regular class-
room teacher.

Components of the program now in-
clude three resource teachers, two
partially self-contained classrooms,
and a speech therapist, Doctor Sparks
said. In addition, valuable assistance is
provided by the Virginia Commission
for the Visually Handicapped and pub-
lic and private school and non-school
agencies.

“Teachers involved in the pilot proj-
ect have affected the instructional pro-
gram of over 600 Powha<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>