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REDUCED!!! ALL YOP NAME AUDIO EQUIPMENT ON THIS PAGE HAVE BEEN REDUCED DRASTICALLY! MANY PRICES
l ARE BELOW ACTUAL MANUFACTURER'S INVOICE! ACT NOW, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST! LOOK FOR SPECIALLY MARKED

TAGS FOR FURTHER PRICE s AND

Sherwood

AM FM Stereo Dynaguad Receiver Features
loudness control FM muting and Dynoguad that
denves 4 signals fiom a 2 signal source Walnut
cabmet Madel S7010 Reg $259 85

== 118%

ll." Dedicated Series
3-Way Acoustic Suspension Loudspeaker System
Features 12" woofer. 4" midrange and 2 " cone
tweeter with 3-position midrange control and 3

position tweeter control with removable front

g\,ine Model 353 s l 3995

Koss

Oynanuc Professional Stereo Headphones
Features clean linear sound fram powerful 1”
vowe coil Model Pro4AA Reg $65 00

$ 2900

Ultra Nynamic Open Reel Recording Tape 1800
teer ot high quality low noise open reel tape on a
7 1eel UD35 90 Reg $935

i $ 399

' |II
.]l

Marantz

3-Way Speaker System
Features 12" broad dispersion
woofer 3°  «mdrange and
12" ugh frequency tweeter

in a hand rubbed walnut cabinet
Imperial 7G Reg $199 95

59900

P CE oo

Farentz

AM/FM Stereo Receiver 35 watts per

channel min AMS a. 8 chms from 20

to 20000 Hz wath no more than 0 25%

u!mal harmon _ distortion. Features triple
tone control. high filter. FM muting,

loudness rontrol and Gyro-Touch

Tuning. Model 2235 Reg. $399 95

3

Belt Drlvg Tuintable Features4 pole Syncro-Lab Craig

motor “S” shaped tonearm Unipivot base and Z

dust cover included Model 125SB Reg $119.95 Cassette Powerplay Car FM Stereo Features 12
watts output under dash mounting. eject. rewind

and tast forward buttons. volume. tone and

balance controls Model 3520 Reg $21595 I
=138 1
T
Deluxe High Track Cartndge Features dramond l
stylis Model 2201 EH Req $3495

am 599 Z
vCco

){AG!C(
HOUSEHOID

v /«“‘ r~\

== 56900
BEUVLEUT
Craig

Stereo Cassette Recorder Tape Deck Features
Dolby Noise Reduction System pause control for
noise free editing automatic shutoff two VU
meters. selector swtch for normal o chromium
diox:de tape pushbutton controls Model 2712

g ot 109%
1= Harvey's
Warehouse ©

‘Virginia's Largest Audio Dealer’
Five-Year Guarantee, any audio component, all parts and labor.

Empire

BANKAMERICARD

|- ' g
1801 W. Marshan 3931 Hll St Rd Parham Plaza HOPEWELL
Betund Sears Broad St Across Southside Plaza hl to Regency Square Cavaber Squase
35947121 231-3033 07774 148-9431

L The oudio component you buy from
F|ve qur Harvey's Warehouse is guaranteed for
Ffee five full years. No extra charge for parts
Guarcntee or labor No extra charge for this guaran-

tee, either

‘-------
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SGT. PEPPER'S DISCO

313 N. LAUREL ST., 2ND FLOOR
(CORNER OF BROAD & LAUREL ST.)

N
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QUADRAPHONIC SOUND
(72 SPEAKERS-1600 WATTS OF POWER)
FANTASTIC LIGHT SHOW

®Bring This Ad e
$1.00 off to non-member VCU students with ID card.

EXCITING
SHOES

0£:9-0L u3do ZGEL-EGE ‘¥ UOSLUEY ‘U OLp ey By) ul

SPECIAL
INTRODUCTORY
OFFER

TO V.C.U. STUDENTS
AND THEIR GUESTS

CAND

R€§ThURhHT & LOUNGE

From now until December 1st, receive $1.00 off on all Chicano Combination Dishes
(normally $3.55-$4.45). Alsoenjoy the famous Mexican Standoff for one dollar less.
This offer good to any V.C.U. student or faculty member and one guest upon veri-
fication of an 1.D. card.

Each dinner is served with a choice of soup, rice and re-fried beans. Your favorite
beverages are available. Featured nightly is live Latin and American jazz.

C.C.Chicano Is located at Hollday Inn North, 5221 Brook Road the dirsctions are: take
North Lombardy turn left on Brook Road, and it's half a block from Azalea Ave.

~this offer valid thru 12/1/76-
7 NIGHTS A WEEK
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THE MUSIC ISN’T LIVE BUT ,
TRY THE FOOD —

IT’S FULL OF LIFE —

AND AT MODERATE PRICES.

b

ITALIAN
RESTAURANT
AND
CATERERS

363-1582 =
10 S. CRENSHAW AVE. OFF 3400 BLOCK W. CARY

t

BELT BUCKLES: SOLID BRASS, BRASS PLATED,
PEWTER with CERAMIC INSERTS, ENAMEL on BRASS,
BRASS with LEATHER INSERTS, FULL COLOR BUCKLES
with EPOXY FINISH and MANY, MANY MORE ! !!

-~

SELT BLANKS: CHOOSE FROM TEN DIFFERENT
LEATHERS...WIDTHS %"’ to 3*’ ... average LENGTH 50°"!
LEATHER STAMPING TOOLS: COMPLETE

LINE of CRAFTOOL, BARON and BASIC TOOLS ! !!
EVERYTHING you need to put a BELT together from...

RICHMOND LEATHER CO.

a Triarco Company

1839 W. BROAD ST. RICHMOND, V A.

DERRICK ’ S CHESTERFIELD
BEAUTY SALON

men and women
regular $6.00 hair cut
styling and waving
precision cutting
$2.00 off by Carrie
with this ad!
V.C.U.students only
900 W. Franklin St. 355-0362

The Civic and
the new Accord.

Now there are two Hondas to choose from.
You already know the phenomenal acceptance
of the Honda Civic —in 1975 it went from
twelfth to fourth place in the imported
car field. And now there’s a little more
car from Honda — the Accord. It gives
you Honda mileage (44 hwy/3lcity in__
EPA estimates.)* i
CVCC Advanced
Statified Charge Engine,
S-speed transmission and
an imposing list of feat-

ures that becomes even
an imposing list of standard
features that becomes even

more imposing when you Civic. Accord and CVCC are Honda trademarks. ¢ 1976 American Honda Motor Co.. Inc
“S.speed transmission. The actual mileage vou get willvary depending on
the type of driving you do. your driving habits and your car’s condition and optional equipment

Richmond Honda Co. 745-0300

7400 MIDLOTHIAN PIKE *PLUS FFRIEGHT & PREP.

HONDA CIVIC CVCC SEDAN.

compare our price.
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OPINION

Now I1’s Your Turn 1o Speak

With this issue, readers have seen two weeks of
comment and complaints concerning the Times
coverage of VCU’s Homecoming (CT, Oct.
29-Nov. 4).

The majority of these letters have come from
those individuals who were directly involved in
the Homecoming Affair, and who feel that they
have been slighted, treated unfairly and
abused.

On the other hand, members of the Times
staff have said that they have received not only
complaints but also high praise for the article in
question. But that does nothing to appease the
current situation, since anything a member of
the Times staff says will be considered as bias.

What we, the Commonwsalth Times, and
students in general need to know Is, what are
the feelings of others; how does the ‘‘silent
majority’’ feel about this situation?

| ask you to take a few minutes this weekend,
re-read the article and follow-up letters, and
write a letter--long or short-- regarding your
feelings about the entire affair.

Lasting Examples of The Governance ReTreaT

By Mike Grubbs

At the outset, | would like to say that the body
or this article was written long before the
controversy arose concerning our lack ' of
coverage of the ‘‘active student government,’’
as some call it. First due to be published on
October 22, it was pulled in order to make room
for more timely election coverage. The multi-
tude of letters to the editor last week, several
criticizing the lack of coverage of the ‘‘active
student government,’’ forced the much-desired
coverage off of the editorial page, and onto that
of this Issue.

While the annual governance retreat may be
past history, what may result from it will
probably not be known for some time.
Briefly, the retreat is a lengthy conference for
students,_faculty, and administrators from the
University Assembly, Council on University
Student Affairs (CUSA), and five boards
(Appointments, Appropriations, Media, Pro-
gram, and Recreational Activities) who want to
pack up and shack up for a weekend. | had
always heard that the retreat was an extra-
vagant waste of student money and time, but
now | must disagree. The spartan surroundings
and food were not indicative of a substantial
outlay of funds, and some good results may
come out of the marathon gab-session, but only
if they are ardently pursued.

First of all, some students expressed a desire
to become more responsible for the expenditure
of student activities fees, even daring to
propose that only students have voting privi-

Page 4

leges on the boards. The Media Board is now on
the verge of adopting a plan giving students
total responsibility for making decisions, while
considering the advice of faculty, adminis-
trators, and the media. There Is even a
ready-made plan for elections for these student
positions which should be implemented by early
1978.

Should the Media Board’s proposal meet with
approval and success, it will become a prototype

SROTID

which the other boards will consider adopting.
After all, we are dealing with student activities
money and it makes sense that we, as students,
determine how It Is spent.

A major problem arose at the retreat, being
that the group assembled could not determine
or implement policies. We are, after all, not
elected representatives of the student body.
What mandate do the students in the gover-
nance system have to make decisions that could
affect everyone? Obvlously, the role and
functions of each board and CUSA must be
further defined, and such problems must be
solved.

Any cooperation and agreement that might
have come about Is all but lost when the
participants return to campus. There Is no
coordinating body to act upon various concerns,
there is a significant lack of communication
between boards, and there are very few ties

with the student body as a whole. The boards
are in need of gaining increased response from
more students, if only to achieve a degree of
legitimacy. Only when student Interests are
expressed can our ‘‘student representatives’’
hope to be more responsive to student needs.
Once we can respond, we can seek to develop
our decision-making tools and abilities and
become more Influential in the operation of this
university.

Board members, on the other hand, must
take the Initiative of contacting each other,
perhaps meeting as a ‘‘Congress of the Boards"’
several times a year to discuss various issues
and proposals, and consider the creation of an
Executive Board made up of representatives of
each board which will act as the coordinating
body that the board system presently lacks.
Once a degree of communication, cooperation,
and coordination occurs, perhaps a significant
step toward true student participation will take
place.

What has been the result of the retreat thus
far? The chairperson of the Program Board has
resigned because of problems with the bureau-
cracy. CUSA did not meet this month due to
faulty communication. The Media Board will
soon complete the rewriting of its charter,
which has taken only a year, and move on to
other business. Most of the boards are at the
Appropriations Board’s throat because it has
eliminated their travel money. If these are
examples of the lasting success of the retreat,
examples of our ‘‘active student government,’’
then perhaps we need to hold a retreat every
two weeks.

Comn
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LETTERS

Responding To A Response

In response to your response, Mr. Folly, [CT,
Nov. 5-11], it Is unfortunate that you, an
English major, totally missed the point of a
simple, straight-forward article. | was talking
about food, not people. In all due respect for
your cause | must say that In this case you have
fabricated an issue that was never there to
begin with. | will not promote this issue by
further attacking your vulnerable editorial.

You did make several valid points, and | too,
am sensitive to what you are saying.

| regret any hurt feelings this article may
have caused, and sincerely apoligize for my
failure to communicate.

Bob Deans

Editor’s Note: Mr. Deans was the author of
‘‘Southern Home-Style Utopia’’ [CT,Oct. 8-14,
1976).

A House is Not A Home

If apathy remains eternally disguised and.the
sadness of a lack of unity never becomes
apparent, what then Is the creative mind for?
Why, then, do we possess eyes?? In hoping to
open our eyes perhaps Mr. Jackson did inflict
some pain, but isn’t the truth, actually, that the
pain already existed--the awareness of it was
Jjust hidden??

| feel ‘‘Homecoming and the Essence of
Buddhahood,’’ was a beautifully written piece
of journalism, professionally combined with
creativity to heighten the sad ironic truth...
Homecoming, V.C.U.?? So sad those hard-
working people did not remember, ‘‘...that a
house is not a home..."’, before thrashing out so
viclously at Mr. Jackson---

The first step to change is awareness...

Lori Jaye Joseph
Jr. Psychology

Jennings-Called Upon
To Resign

As one of the chairpersons of VCU'’s first
homecoming committee, | was greatly disturb-
ed over the treatment of this affair by our very
own Commonwealth Times. The article made a
complete mockary of the entire homecoming
weekend. It was also unfactual and reaped of
racism.

Even though the articles appeared In the folio
section of the paper, it still had a great effect on
the student body because to many students, no
matter what section of a paper an article may
appear, It Is still news to them and their
opinions about any news item can be based on
such articles.
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Mr. Jackson had every right to have his
opinion printed in the Times, even though he
exhibited poor taste in the writing of his article.
My cheif concern is why did Mr. Jackson
recieve four pages of space for the publication
of his article, which was pure myth, and no.
where within the paper were the actual facts
printed about VCU’s homecoming. It was Mr.
Jennings responsibility, as editor-in-chief of the
Commonwealth Times to ensure that both sides
of a news story Is presented when there are
opposing views. This Is being done now
however, by people who are concerned over the
Commonwealth Times' treatment of VCU’s
homecoming, but not by the paper itself. Also,
who does the Commonwealth Times pick this
one student event to attack when it hasn’t done
so In the past? Could it have happened because
there were more black participation than white?

Mr. Jennings stated that the cost of
homecoming to the students was $1,300.00.
This. Is untrue, the cost of the entire
homecoming weekend was only $500.00 Fifteen
hundred students participated in the homecom-
ing activities and the cost for each student was
under $1.00 per student. | have noted other
events that were pald for by student activity
fees that cost students three times that much,
and did not have as much student participation
that the homecoming event had. Of course
these events were white-sponsored. In evaluat-
ing the entire situation over homecoming and
the Commonwealth Times treatment of It, |
have to conclude that racism played a major
role.

The main purpose of homecoming was to
provide an event that would aid in bringing
black and white students together, and maybe
establish some type of mutual understanding or
communication between the races. Even
though white participation was not as great as
was hoped for, it was a good start and next year
was projected to produce even more participa-
tion. But the Commonwealth Times has greatly
hurt that possibility. Therefore, | have con-
cluded from observations that the way Mr.
Jennings runs his paper is irresponsibie, and is
causing unrest among some members of the
student body. | now call for the resignation of

- Mr. Jennings, editor-in-chief of the Common-

wealth Times before he causes further dissen-
sion among VCU students.

Bob Scriven
Co-Chairman of Homecoming Committee

Was the Point Missed?

Just a word of thanks to Mr. Stephen Jackson
for his carefully worked out and highly
interesting feature article on the VCU Home-
coming, bearing the title ‘‘Homecoming and the
Essence of Buddhahood.’’ My Iimpression from
his response to several irate letterwriters
printed in the Nov. 5 Issue is that he wrote more

wisely than he realized. His too solemn reply
does not follow the spirit of his article.

!, too, witnessed segments of the celebration
and found any number of quixotic touches./For
a time | thought that the proceedings were
intended as a satire on the super homecomings
of some of the more traditional universities. But
no, this was VCU's authentic homecoming
celebration, and, bush-league or not, everbody
seemed to be enjoying themselves immensely.
What does it matter if it lacked the glitter of the
$50,000.00 homecoming shootouts? Who cares
wholaughed up theirsleevesat the floats and the
girls? Who gives a drachma if some people
thought it resembled kids at a makeshift 4th of
July parade? It was VCU's. Its students planned
it. They joyfully anticipated it. They revelled in
its performance. And they went home happy.
Who wants more from a homecoming than that?
| thought that was what Mr. Jackson was saying
in his article. But from the missiles to the
editor and Mr. Jackson’s reply, maybe | missed
the point of his plece.

William E. Blake, Jr.
Asso. Prof. of History

Best Thing This Year

To all ye who nibble at genius like the boll
weevll at the pelt of the great buffalo: Stephen
M. Jackson’s articles are about the best things
to appear in the Commonwealth Times so far
this year, and If | read any more nit-picking
about sexism or racism -- I'm going to throw up
all over my black crotchless panties.

Michael Sherbert
Soph. School of the Arts

Hoarding the Money

In case there are students at VCU wondering
howand where the Athletic fee money is used,
don’t go to the Physical Education Department
for an answer. Not a single cent is allocated to
that department. Instead, the entire amount is
hoarded by the Athletic Department in order to
sponsor team sports (not to infer that intramural
sports are included In this budget). As a result,
there is no Olympic equipment available for
student use, nor are there sufficlent open
barbells available. There is one Universal Gym
avallable for any student patient enough to bide
his or her time in a very slowly-moving line,
awaliting an opportunity to use this machine.

The point is simply this; In the Fall of 1975,
there were 6,834 part-time and 8;712 full-time
students at the Academic Campus of VCU. The
Athletic fee for part-time students at that time
was $7 per semester and full-time students paid
$14 for the same duration. The total Athletic fee
from these students was approximately

[Continued on Page 8]
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Homecoming...From The Eye of The Beholder

By Ed Calo

During the weekend of October 23, the
Academic Campus of VCU was somewhat
disrupted by a serles of rather unorthodox
events. = These events became known as
HOMECOMING.

Early last summer after assuming responsi-
bility for our football team, many Ideas for
expansion were given to me, inciuding among
them was a prospect for a Homecoming. It was
not until the last week In September that Mr.
Bob Scriven and Ms. Margaret Pierce called the
first Homecoming meeting at Rhoads Hall. |
went with the team and with great curlousity.
Approximately 30 people were present. Ball
players, administration personnel, a couple of
R.A.’s, and quite a few Interested students.
Committee chalrpeople were selected, assign-
ments given, suggestions heard, and most
importantly stressed was the Insufficlency of
time.

Work began under a strict schedule. The
selection of a Homecoming Queen, Advertise-
ment, Parade arrangements, dance organiza-
tions, liquor licenses and so forth. This all had
to be completed in less than four weeks.

On countless occasions, people would con-
front me and other members of the committee
with the questions of Why? Do you really

Mr. Calo is the captain of the VCU Club
Football team.
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think this can be done? Here? Our answer
basically stressed one reason for the entire
affair; VCU Is an extremely disversified campus
and the spontaneity of action here is part of
what makes us a ‘‘one of a kind’’ University and
the energy created by this idea of a Homecom-
ing Is part of that same spontaneity. Maybe,
just maybe, we can organize an event that will
cater to most of us. Obviously in a matter of
four weeks it Is highly unlikely that a committee
of thirty people Is going to reach and appeal to
18,000 students of which 8,500 pay activity fees.

On Friday, October 7th, the committee was
called together for an emergency meeting at the
Student Activities Office. It seemed that we
had over-looked a very controversial facet of the
event. ‘‘Homecoming Queen,’’ it seemed was
not an altogether appropriate idea for our
University.  Quite obviously we can not
discriminate against anyone so It was decided
that we avoid possible conflagration and
sponsor a Homecoming Award. All in all, this
appeared to be better accepted by all members
of the Committee.

Saturaay provided the highlight of the
weekend. A parade of cars, floats, and other
imaginative elements marched up Franklin
Street to 2nd Street and back to school via Grace
St. Dennis Free, president of Rhoads Hall, and
his group of residents constructed a large Ram
and the VCU emblem out of tissue flower
arrangement. Joanne Rodgers, a grad student
here, dressed in the RAM costume, and
paraded gallantly along the route. Chalkley

House, Scherer Hall, and other small units
decorated their cars in the school spirit, and
followed in the festivity. Of course, Ohio State
would not have been impressed but for a first, it
went rather well, and was quite cute.

At 2 p.m. the Rams took on the Virginia
College Blue Devils at City Stadium before
more spectators than ever before at a VCU
footbail game. Certainly 500 people isn’t great
by some standards, but for those of us on the
field, it was like 500,000. Afther a tedious four
quarters of play, the Rams fell to the Devils
24-20. A sad loss for us. Haiftime activities
were somewhat slighted by the non-appearance
of a marching band we had asked to play. We
still do not know what happened to them.
Brenda Bentley recelved the First Annual
Homecoming Award for her excellence instudent
participation. Eric Morton , Terry Marshall,
Deborah Brown, and Beverly Hairston were all
runnerups. They are all outstanding students
and fine people.

Later that night a dance in the Old Gym
completed the four hard weeks of work for the
committee. It was a great success. Black and
white, freshmen and senlors, drank and danced
the night and Homecoming away.

All told, Homecoming drew in excess of 1500
people for the weekend. A true success for us.
The first Annual VCU Homecoming had come
and gone and those members of the committee
were quite satisfled. Actions were started for
next year on the day after in hope that next
year we can double or even triple the total
participation. This year's Homecoming how-
ever slight, was the beginning, a start toward a
long running tradition for us, our alumni, and
those to come. A tradition that would grow
from year to year.

In analysis of the total number present at the
event, we found that there were quite a number
of students here that truly enjoyed Homecom-
ing. Likewise, there were quite a few who did
not, but this is to be expected until some
common ground I8 found for all students.

The question of cost was presented after the
event by some curious people. The general
feeling was why should those that did not
participate have to pay for it from their own
activities fees? Well, on October 6th, the
committee went before the Appropriations
Board asking them for $1360.00to sponsor the
actlvity. The breakdown was $537.00 for the
booster buttons, $350.00 for advertisement,
$300.00 for the use of City Stadium and beer
and licensing money. We made over $800.00
and lost about $500.00 which is considerably
good by comparison to other events on campus.
When you think that the 500 people who came
to the game only spent one dollar of their
activities money and those who did not come did
not lose a dime.
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Photos by Tim Wright
Homecoming 1976:Football game Saturday (below left)
against Virginia College; Saga Foods representative
throwing Frisbees to the audience (above), and Friday
afternoon Pep Rally in Shafer Court (below right).

Button sales were booming, (we sold enough
to pay for them) and our selection process for
the award was proceeding as scheduled.

On the night of October 21, the Award
Candidate Dinner was held in the Presidents
Dining Room In Hibbs where the judges
reviewed all aplications. Their participation in
school activities, Interest in and enthusiasm
toward fellow students and the school itself
were considered In judging. Five finalists were
selected and the Award recelpient chosen.

On Friday, October 22, we sold beer and
provided music for alt present in Shafer Street
Court. This event was meant to begin the
weekend spirit and for some | suppose It did just
that. Others, | am quite sure knew nothing of
Homecoming, but they drank a lot of beer
anyway. At four that afternoon a Pep Rally was
‘held on the Court. The Football Team was
introduced, the cheerleaders did their thing
and Alphas Phi Alpha provided some dancing
entertainment. The rally drew enough people
to fill the court between Chalkley House and the
Theater Bullding. Not a mob, but quite a bit
more than anticipated. Some were apparently
enthused and Ssome amused, but they all stayed.

Friday night’s jass Fest (sic) in the Rhoads
Hall Multipurpose Room began at 9:30 with the
Virginia Union Ensemble providing an excellent
repertoire of fine music for a rather small but
enjoyable audience. In semi-formal attire, they
danced and drank and were not the least bit

. crowded.

In the October 29th issue of theCommon-
wealth Times you might have read the Folio

article by Stephen Jackson, ‘‘Homecoming and - [

the Essence of Buddahood.”” A well written
expose exluding some misquoted facts. The
Folio section of the magazine is present for the
sole purpose of such opinions. However, those
7,000 students who do pay activity fees and who
did not attend the affair for various reasons
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including the time factor in advertisement,
going home for the weekend, and simply having
better things to do, read an opinion. It must be
remembered that the Commonwealth Times did
print some about the Homecoming prior to
event giving times, places and activities for the
weekend. But, the paper after the fact,
reported no news except for the sports section
on the game; simply an opinionated article
having a tendency toward mockery and thus did
not give those 7,000 non-attending students the
ablility to make suitable objective decisions.

| firmly belleve that that particular issue of
the Commonwealth Times should have included
the news about Homecoming to provide the
students such factual information to balance
Mr. Jackson's article.

In rebuttle | say that any student
organizations funded by activities fees should
be in the interest of the students, and other
organizations. The Student Activity funds
provide money for more than one hundred clubs
and organizations of which the Commonwealth
Times Is one as is both the Football Club and
the Homecoming Committee. Each organiza-
tion should have a common respect for the
other, If for no other reason that the interest of
professionalism. It is my view that that issue of
the Commonwealth Times did Injure If not
destroy the motlon created by Homecoming,
however smalli! It did not provide the
non-participants objective, non-biased informa-
tional data as any publicly distributed printed

matter should to supplement or counter its
opinions. Very simply...Print the news, then
print opinions, but do not print one without the
other....

Jim Jennings, Editor of CT toid me that the
Times needs input for its news and that it has
not received any. In this particutar case, the
Homecoming Committee supplied all informa-
tion it possessed to the Public Relations Office,
the Student Activities Office, Student Life, and
Commonwealth Times for advertisement. Not
once did Margaret Pierce, Bob Scriven, Sabrina
Carey, myself of any other active member of the
committee speak with Steve Jackson before his
article appeared. He states in his writing that
he asked around but found no answers. |If |
wanted to find out something about Foreign
Policy, | would not ask anyone in Monroe Park, |
would research it from something Henry
Kissinger wrote or someone on the NATO
Board.

The pictures provide in this article show the
VCU side of City Stadium, the parade as It was,
and the Pep Rally as it was. Nothing more,
nothing less.

This entire affair tells me that if | am ever to
sponsor or participate in any other activity that
might reach the CT, | shall report it myself or
hide it from opinionated reporters.

The above article was submitted by Mr. Calo
in order to present what he felt was the true
picture of Homecoming.
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$339,612 last year alone. It would seem to me
that the very least the VCU officlals might do Is
to allot a small portion of the Athletic fee (less
than 1% of last year’s total) to purchase a badly
needed additional Universal Gym.

For those who are unaware of the weight-
lifting and body-bullding resources here at
VCU, the ‘‘weight room’’ is located on the third
floor of the New Franklin St. Bidg., a very
small, inadequately ventilated room, in dire

need of floor repairs, and hardly able to
accomodate the large number of weightlifters
who frequent there.

As a paying student, | represent a substantial
number of students who are determined to see
their money intelligenty spent where it is
needed and where the greatest number of
students can benefit from the disbursement of
these funds.

J Drew Vandeventer
Biology, Soph.

A Lerter To My Family

Dear family,

Our first annual Virginia Commonwealth
University Homecoming was held ‘throughout
the week of October 218t thru the 23rd. Bob
Scriven, a Resident Assistant and | decided one
evening that our school should not be left out of
the annual activities that take place on other
campuses . We saw and heard students making
plans to visit these other schools for their
events. With these thoughts we decided to call
several meetings to find out If the students were
Iinterested in a homecoming. At the first
meeting 45 students attended, both black and
white. We continued to meet twice a week,
formed committees and received the complete
support of our Student Activities Office, went
before the Appropriations Board where we were
granted 1,363 dollars for our budget.

Like a group of soldier ants we took our
orders, carried out our duties and prayed that
everything would turn out as we had planned,
Andit did! Our first activity was the invitational
dinnner for the Homecoming Award contest-
ants. Each contestant was asked one question
before the panel of judges who represented the
administrators, faculty and student body. At the
conclusion of the question session the top
Booster button winners and semi-finalists were
announced.

Friday was the beginning of our festivities for
the public—At twelve noon In Shafer Court we
held a Jazz Fest with 25 cent beer. Because of
technical reasons the jazz group began later
than planned. | personally was there and
enjoyed the mellow sounds of the three
musicians. Because of VCU rules, all activities
scheduled for 12 noon must end at 1 p.m.
because of classes. At 4 p.m. in Shafer Court we
held our Pep Rally with cheerleaders. Because
our footballteamhad to buy new equipment the
cheerleaders were unable to buy their uniforms.
In spite of this they were uniformly dressed in
VCU Jerseys, white shorts and tennis or bucks.
Their enthusiasmcaught thecrowd’s spiritwhich
carried over to the introduction of our Great
team. Followipg this the Greek fraternities and
one black sorority performed. Songs of love and
devotion flowed from the mouths of the
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members creating an atmosphere of unity. At 9
p.m. in the Multi-purpose room the Phi Beta
Sigma Fraternity sponsored a Jazz-candlelight
dine and dance that was open to the public. It
was beautiful!

Saturday morning rolled around, the day of
the big events. At 12 o’clock from Shafer Court
our parade began. It included a Ram float from
Rhoads Hall, the George Wythe High School
drill team, the African Dance Company-Ezibu-
Muntu provided an elephant in the form of a
van, a live goat(ram), the cheerleaders and
many cars decorated by different organizations
on campus. We proceeded east of Franklin to
Second Street, turning onto Grace Street to
Shafer Court where we disbanded. Although
many of the groups did not come, the idea of the
parade with student involvement was achieved.
The Richmond community seemed pleased with
our parade. :

Two o’ clock at City Stadium we had our game
with Virginia College of Lynchburg. Our
halftime activities included the selection of the
first Homecoming Award winner. We decided
not to have a Queen but an Award winner in
order for males to apply. Brenda Bently, a
senlor was selected as the first award winner.
We paraded around the stadium, boosting
school spirit. We lost the game 24-20, but
somehow It really didn’t matter because we had
achleved our purpose, to bring unity among
black and white students, to instill a pride In our

school that we felt was lacking and to establish.

some tradition on a non-traditional campus. To
this end we suceeded.

Our weekend concluded with the dance in the
Old gym with ‘‘The Whole Darn Family’'.
Attendance was over 500 people both black and
white. Our first annual Homecoming ended in a
big success and one hand clap-mine for the job
‘that | belleved was well done!

Sincerely;
Margaret Pierce
Senior-Elem. Edu.

P.S.- | would like to thank God, Bob,Ken Cindy
Sabrina,Joann,Althea,Pat, Bev, Ed, Wendy,
Appropriations Board, the football team and
others who made this weekend possible.

Help Offered
For Hard of Hearing

| went to the side entrance of Founder’s Hall
about 10 o’clock and started knocking loudly so
they could hear me and let me In. | knocked for
about ten to fifteen minutes until the night
nurse heard me In the next building and kindly
let a man in from the cold.

As | thanked her and started toward a
friend’s room, | noticed a girl talking in a phone
booth which had an open door on it. | also saw
about five people watching television in the
first-floor lounge who could have let me in. |
know | knocked loud, for the nurse heard me
and also | heard myself, and | wear hearing
aids!

It Is possible that they did not hear me, and |
would be glad to tell them the address and
phone number of my hearing aid dealer if they
want one.

Jim Aghow
Sophomore, Physics

The Name of the Game

| noted with interest the piece by Julian Amos
in your most recent edition dealing with his
futile attempt to vote for Mr. McCarthy (CT,
Nov. 5-11, 1976). | personally agree that it Is
bizarre that we cannot write in a Presidential
candidate but | submit the following: in order to
place a Presidental candidate on the Virginia
ballot a total of 9500 registered voters must sign
petitions to place the name on sald ballot.
Carter, Ford and four other candidate’s workers
managed to do that. McCarthy supporters were
either too laid-back or too disorganized to
manage that relatively easy feat. And that, my
friends, Is the name of the game.

Perhaps now Is the time for the McCarthy
people to get off their duffs and mount a
campaign to change the law that prevented
them from writing his name in In the first place.
It would be a lot more productive than sitting
back and complaining.

Tom Calmeyer
Assistant News Director, WRNL

A Note About Deadlines

Letters: S p.m. Monday preceeding publication
General news, information: two weeks

Sports Scores: up to S p.m. Wednesday (preferably)
earlier)

Sports news: one week prior to publication

Folio: two weeks

Classifieds: two weeks prior to publication
Calendar: Noon Wednesday (preferably earlier)

C Times/N
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Food Offerings Taken
For Poor at Holidays

A program to help feed hungry people in
Richmond is planned by Campus Ministries at
VCU. On Sunday, Nov. 21, the program will be
initiated in a Thanksgiving service in Shafer Court
at 6:30 p.m. The service will focus on hunger of
people in Richmond and the need for affluent
people to share out of their abundance. Students
and others in the metropolitan community will be
challenged to provide a Thanksgiving offering of
food to feed others.

The Thanksgiving food offerings will be
collected at any of the campus ministry centers, at
Rhoads or Johnson dormitories, William Byrd
Community Center, and Grace House. The
collected food will be distributed to the hungry
through Wiliam Byrd Community Center and
Grace House, which are community service
centers serving people in the Fan area.

Leona Ames, a Social Worker at William Byrd
Community Center, states ‘‘There are hungry
people in Richmond. It is hard fact to face, to
accept, but it is true. Real
hunger exists right around the corner from you,
not pretended or over emphasized, just there and
constant. There are adults and children who get
barely enough daily nourishment to replace the
energy and tissues they need every day for
survival. Some of these families have been hit by
crippling illness; some of them are out of work.
Their bodies and minds need nourishment, good
food which they are not getting.”’ Ms. Ames goes
on to say, ‘“You can help. Items needed for
emergency distributions are canned goods like
meats, vegetables, juices, milk, beans and stew.
Also powdered milk, oatmeal, peanut butter,
raisins, tuna fish, dried beans and rice.”

United Campus Ministry and .Gay Awareness
and Perspective are making plans for conducting a
food drive from Thanksgiving until Christmas.
Campus Ministry is encouraging all groups and
individuals to have a continuing concern with
hunger and to make what ever contribution they
may toward feeding people.

Assassination Theories
Draw Campus Attention

On the thirteenth anniversary of the death of
John F. Kennedy, Kennedy assassination theories
are an increasingly popular topic of interest on
college campuses. According to an article in the

December issue of Gallery magazine, few stu-
dents believe that the findings of the Warren
Commission are totally valid.

On most campuses, articles and speakers on
assassination conspiracies increasingly draw stu-
dents’ attention. Jan Selinger, editor of the
campus paper at Pennsylvania State University,
remarked that when the Zapruder film of the as-
sassination was shown on her campus, the event
was attended by a near-capacity crowd.

The college students clearly demonstrate that
America’s current crop of college age youth were
profoundly affected by the Kennedy assassina-
tion, even though the majority of college students
were preschoolers at the time. According to Jan
Selinger, ‘‘Today’s college students were then too
young to seriously think about the assassination in
1963. They are just now beginning to grasp what it
all means. Sure, we remember the day Kennedy
was shot. And not only do we remember the day,
we probably remember exactly what we were
doing when we heard the news.”’

Although the college editors surveyed were of the
opinion that the country had not been told the
truth by the Warren Commission, neither did they
believe that the Warren Commission deliberately
lied to the public concerning their findings.

Steve Brown, editor of the student paper at
Southern Methodist University in Dallas, Tex.,
comments, ‘‘The people of this country were a
little too quick to accept what the investigation
revealed in the Sixties. They believed the
commission because they wanted to. It was easy,
too easy, for a grieving nation to buy the notion
that one lone madman in Texas had taken it on
himself to kill the president. We accepted the
story because we wanted to.”’

Summer Students Pleased

The Summer Sessions Office has completed
summarizing the questionnaires answered by
students in July showing the summer students
satisfied with summer school at VCU.

Of the students that preregistered by mail, 90
percent were satisfied and of those registering in
person, 68 percent were satisfied and 21 percent
checked neutral.

The variety of classes offered satisfied 76
percent of the students and 87 percent indicated
they were pleased with the quality of instruction.
80 percent showed they were satisfied with the
classrooms and 79 percent were satisfied with the
library; the food heresatisfied 28 percent of the
summer students and 59 percent were neutral;

the bookstore was sufficient for 62 percent and 24|
percent were neutral about it.

The summer students were largely from the]
Richmond area, 84 percent were from Richmond
and Petersburg. 76 percent rode to VCU in a car]
which was parked in the area. 23 percent were
satisfied with parking; 56 percent were dissatis-
fied.

The median age of the summer students was
older than the ‘‘normal’’ college age, being 24
years, 10 months. There were more women than
men in the summer student body-women made up
59 percent.

The newspaper was the single most successful
factor in VCU’s Summer Sessions prometion
effort: 80 percent indicated they saw the catalogue
in the newspaper and 34 percent saw the
supplement in the paper just before registration.
54 percent of the summer students seeing the
promotion efforts indicated these encouraged then
to attend.

The overall educational experience was pleas-
ing to 87 percent of the students. The largest
percentage came to VCU because of the variety of
classes, because they go here for the regular
term, or becausethey could get the classes they
needed to complete their degree program sooner.

Marijuana Lobbyist
To Make Proposal

Michael Moran, national campus-community|
coordinator for Grass Roots ‘76, a ‘‘pro-decrimin-
alization’’ public interest lobbying group, will
speak before the next session of Richmond City|
Council.

Moran will propose that Richmond be the first
city in the nation to consider the ‘’constitutionally|
provocative homegrown issue’’ by ballot test.

Moran has called upon other ‘‘marijuana
lobbying groups’’ in Virginia and across the
nation to join in a concerted effort to impress upon
the incoming Carter administration “just how fed
up the people, the taxpayers and the cops are of
hassling people over pot in their own homes.”’

Moran hopes that local Grass Roots supporters
will help circulate petitiions and handbills for the
City Council hearing Nov. 22.

Moran is a self-arrested asthmatic who claims
cannabis is an effective respiratory relief medi-
cant, ‘‘much better than the speed, codiene and
reds the doctors prescribe.””

Moran can be reached through friends at
353-8404. All inquiries will be answered promptly.

Commonwealith Times/November 12—18, 1976
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By Jim Jennings

Who do our students now trust,

Asked Al Matthews badly non-plussed;
We all want to share

In a manner that’s fair

And | hope that you all get my thrust.

Limerick writtén by
Dr. Kenneth Crim at Governance Retreat,
October, 1976

Dr. Richard I. Wilson, the vice-president forv

Student Affairs, looked perfectly at ease among
those members of the University’s Governance

System who had elected to attend the 1976 version

of the annual Governance System Retreat.
Perhaps it was his casual clothes; perhaps it was
the company; perhaps it was the cool, fresh and
enjoyable air. found throughout that part of
Virginia known as ‘‘the mountains.’’ Specifically,
it was Massanetta Springs, a Presbyterian
conference center, placed just outside of Harri-
sonburg, which, incidentally, was the exact same
place where the retreat was held last year.
Altogether there were 37 members of the
governance system and 6 ‘‘observers’’ present for
that Friday, Saturday and Sunday discussion held

early in October. It was a nice place, although

somewhat stark of the usual furniture and
comfortable rooms found in other convention
centers; although there was only a main dining
area, a mess hall if you will, which prompted some
to remember summer camp and strain to recall
those old table songs. The food was not of
gourmet cuisine, but it sufficed, barely.

Ah, but the surroundings, the food and
entertainment were not the reasons these ‘‘folks’’
journeyed to Massanetta Springs.; no, they went
there with the governance system resting firmly
as the main topic to discuss, to determine, to act.

Arriving that Friday afternoon in the .early
evening, following a scenic drive through the
mountainous area, the participants were just in
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time to have their evening meal. From there they
retreated into the conference room, where it
began.

Phyllis Mable and Frankie Felder, both
members of the Student Services Office (Ms.
Mable is an Associate Dean and Ms. Felder is a
Director of Residence Education for Johnson
Hall), were the co-ordinators for the weekend
discussion. Upon arriving in the room, one was
asked to take a slip of paper, write one’s name,
board, something special about oneself and why
one was there. The goals for the retreat,
specifically and generally, were to “deal with the
individual board tasks; to deal with the relation-
ship and communication within (and outside)
board groups; to deal with the knowledge and
understanding of each board,”” and to figure out
something which could be taken back to the
university for use.

Reviewing ‘the history of the governance
system, Dr. Wilson, its main architect, described
how it rose out of the ashes of the Student
Government Association because the students

| Governance System
B Retreats Into the Woods

voted not to have one. In outlining the organization
and flow of the system, Wilson spoke of the chain
of communication, starting with the people who
elect the Governor, who appoints the members of
the Board of Visitors, who in turn select the
President, who is chairman of the University
Assembly, of which the Council on Faculty Affairs
(COFA), the Council on Academic Affairs
(COAA), and the Council on University Student
Affairs (CUSA) are subgroups. Subsequently, the
west campus governance system, comprised of
the Appropriations, Appointments, Appropria-
tions, Media, Program and Recreational Activities
boards all fall in line beneath CUSA.

The discussion/lecture continued for several
hours, centering around the historical creations of
each board under CUSA, with more introspective
talks on each board given by members who knew
the most about them, such as lvan Morton
discussing the Appropriations Board, and Dr.
Alfred T. Matthews, dean of Student Life,
discussing the Media Board.

The subject led Dr. George Hoffer, a professor

Above left: Dr. Stephen Lenton, assistant dearn of

~ Student Life (left) and Rob Callahan, student memuner

of the University Assembly, during one of the sessicns

held over the weekend.
Below: Media Board discussion over student
fon. C from left: Mike Grubbs,

repr

Media Board member; Steven Fuhrmann, administra-
tive representative on the Media and Program boards;
Ed Hazlewood, station manager of WVCW; Hunter
Hughes, program director, WVCW; and Jim Jennings,
editor of the Colnmonwealth Times. *
~ Photos

K. Saunders
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of Economics and a member of the Appropriations
Board, to lean back in his chair and calmly state
that the system is ‘‘...nothing more than a
rotating dictatorship.”’ He added that it was not a
democratic student government, but he also
stated that ‘/I’'m not saying it’s a bad thing, it’s
good...[but] | think some of the things we do are
not necessary.’’

Ah, but it was only discussion.

Although the crisp yet chilly air kept many from
staying at a post-discussion refreshment break of
soda, cookies, and potato chips, it did not deter
many from staying awake, for it was a mere 11
p.m. on a Friday night. Some ventured into
Harrisonburg, while some remained at home
drinking gin and Russian vodka, trying to keep
warm, and talking...talking.

Seven in the morning is not the most enjoyable
time of the day, especially when it is seven on a
Saturday morning—a cold, wet, rainy Saturday at
that. Half-asleep, they staggered into breakfast,
the beginning of a full day.

““There is no way of communicating what is
going on.”’

‘’What are the student needs and wants?’’

““Why not a survey?”’ But who should do
it--every board do their own, or should there be
one main survey for all boards?

‘We have a lot of people sitting in positions...|
don’t feel they are in tune with what is going on.”’

“The thing that appeals to me is the interaction
of students, faculty and administrators.”’

Statements. Questions. Concerns. Understand-
ings. They were all brought up and discussed.

Returning from group sessions, they all met
together prior to lunch to discuss what they had
decided.

The Appropriations Board, working on their
charter, decided to only fund performing groups
and club sports for travel expenses. And even
these two groups were restricted to a maximum
distance of 200 miles radial distance; they would
not fund banquets, dinners, parties, but would
consider funding for meals; they would consider
funding for speakers 100 per cent of the first $100
of cost, and then 70 per cent for each subsequent
$100 in cost; they would consider a request for
meals up to $50 per occasion, they would consider
requests for receptions (coffee, cookies) up to $20
and only if open to students.

‘| feel resentful’’ of putting the changes on the
agenda, voiced Dr. Matthews.

‘| thought these changes would be accept-
able,”” queried Ivan Morton, chairman of the
Appropriations Board.

Discussion ensued. The point was raised by

12—18, 19

[ R A B ¥ AL SiRswIe

Ken Ender (left) talks with Dr. Alfred T. Matthews,
dean of Student Life, during one of the general sessions

held during the 1976 version of the University’s
Governance System’s retreat.

Hunter Hughes, program director at WVCW, and
Matthews about making a decision such as this
without a due process system, and noted that the
board should make these decisions at one of their
meetings upon returning to VCU.

That evening, individual boards met to discuss
and write down things or events or problems that
the respective board should consider. With Ms.
Mable and Ms. Felder taking notes on large
sheets of newsprint, some of the responses from
the boards were:

*The Appointments. Board wanted to know how
many students would recommend to a friend to
become involved in the governance system; how
many students feel that there is an adversary role
between students, faculty and administrator’s on
the boards, and said they were concerned with
Distrust in the Community: who trusts who?
*The Media Board, with only two representatives
present, wanted only students to be members of
the boards; they wanted to know about the power
of the Appropriations Board over other boards,
and specifically the power to decide  who does or
doesn’t exist, and they were concerned over the
role functions of each board.

eMeanwhile, the University Assembly was
concerned with the small student representation;
role playing and the elitist attitude among the
boards.

®The: Program Board was concerned about
travel.

eCUSA .wanted to know what it was, as well as
what others wanted from CUSA.

The RAB was unsure of the parent-child
relationship which they said existed between them
and the Appropriations Board.

And the Appropriations Board wanted to know
how to improve communication with other boards,
how to survey the needs of the students, and
wanted everyone to pay close attention to the
future of Student Activity Fees. 2

Sunday came far too early, in the minds of
some, but it was the last day--the final
discussions. Following meetings of the individual

boards, the last general session of the weekend
was held. But, as most Sundays go, weariness sets
in quickly. The meetings came and went. By-then
it was time for lunch. Then home.

What was accomplished? What was a direct
result? Many felt that the sessions did accomplish
something, that the ability to open up problems,
to discuss-them out in the open, was the result.
The weekend even led Wilson to mention that he
thought there was a-lot of energy displayed over
the weekend, and that perhaps it could be one or
the most important retreats held, since students
had such a desire for involvement, more
responsibility and more activity. He also noted the
desire for change within the system.

Throughout the weekend, during those long
nights of discussion, the ‘‘observers’’ and others
felt that the best way to note accomplishments of
the retreat was to see what changes or new
directions occurred back at the university as a
direct result of the retreat. The point was raised
that last year’s retreat talked about many of the
same problems, issues and concerns, but upon
returning to VCU, those ideas were left behind in
the state cars. Would it happen again? - they
wondered.

As of this writing, Fannie Butler, the chair-
person of the Program Board, has quit, citing
problems with school, but also indicating she was
fed up with arguing with other boards, and
dealing with an overabundance of hassles.

The first scheduled meeting of CUSA to be held
following the retreat, failed to meet because there
were not enough members present for a quorum.

The Appropriations Board will hear discussion
and complaints over the funding of travel
expenses this Wednesday, but they have com-
pleted revising their charter.

Although nothing official has been decided (not
to public knowledge), there was discussion at the
retreat for extending it an extra day, and possibly
holding another retreat in the Spring.

But that’s still in the discussion stage.
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Gay Alliance Wins
Two-Year Court Battle

By Matt Manion

A two-year struggle by the Gay Alliance of
Students (CAS) to become a registered campus
organization has led to a federal court decision
calling VCU’s refusal to register the group
unconstitutional.

The November 1 ruling ordered the university
to register GAS and to grant to it all the privileges
regularly given other student organizations.

The alliance had applied to the office of the
Dean of Student Life to become a registered
student organization in September 1974. The
application was referred to Dr. Richard I. Wilson,
Vice President for Student Affairs, who, after
noting the homosexual orientation of the group,
decided that the ultimate decision on the
application should rest with the university’s
governing body, the Board of Visitors.

Wilson informed the board that the student life
office intended to register the group, with the
board’s approval. He and Dr. James Mathis, then
head of the Department of Psychiatry on the east
campus, made a presentation on homosexuality
and its role in present—day society. After
discussion the board voted 7-2 not to register the
group.

Although the board gave no official reasons for
its action, Rector Wyndham Blanton said in a 1974
Commonwealth Times article that the board felt
the registration of the group ‘‘was not in the best
interest of the institution in terms of the total job
of the institution.”’

Alliance Sued University

GAS took the matter to court, claiming that the
university’s decision deprived it of its constitut-
ional right of freedom of expression and that
actions of the university officials were ‘‘arbitrary
and capricious.’’ It claimed that the decision was
an infringement of its rights as protected under
the First and Fourteenth amendments.

In Richmond’s U.S. District Court the Board of
Visitors gave the following reasons for refusing
the alliance’s application:

@ ''As a matter of logic, the existence of GAS as
a recognized campus organization would increase
the opportunity for homosexual contacts.

@ ''Recognition of GAS would tend to encourage
some students to join the organization who
otherwise might not join.

@ '‘Some students may benefit from member-
ship in GAS and some may not, and to some it
would confer neither benefit nor detriment.

@ ‘'The existence of CAS would tend to attract
other homosexuals to VCU.”

The district court ruled on Nov. 7, 1975 that
there was no constitutional violation in VCU’s
withholding recognition to GAS. However, the
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court did order VCU to provide GAS with the
following organizational privileges:

® "Access to VCU physical facilities for
organizational meetings and activities;

® ‘‘Access to campus newspaper space and
campus radio broadcast time for advertisements
pertaining to group activities;

o ''Use of VCU official bulletin boards for
posting notices pertaining to organization activit-
ies; v

o ‘Sufficient space for the operation of an
orientation booth during semester registration;

@ ''A listing of the name and description of CGAS
in the student directory.’’

The court refused to require VCU to provide
GAS with the other two organizational privileges
usually granted to student organizations: the use
of university consultation services on financial
management and the eligibility to seek and obtain
VCU funding for activities.

The district court ruled that the withholding of
these organizational privileges would-not impose
enough disabilities on the group’s activities to
cause a constitutional violation. Both GAS and
VCU appealed the coqrt’s decision.

The Fourth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals heard

oral arguments for the case on June 7 and
presented its decision last week.
The circuit court rejected the university’s argu-
ment that the members ‘suffered no infringement
of their associational rights’’ simply because they
lacked VCU’s official seal of approval. Although
GAS had been granted some privileges, VCU
conceded that a lack of recognition would have
hindered the alliance’s recruitment efforts as well
as denied it VCU services which are offered to
other registered student organizations. The court
ruled that this was a denial of First Amendment
rights.

Constitution Violated

An opinion issued by the court stated that all of
the justifications put forth by VCU for the denial of
recognition were based on the nature of the issues
which GAS intended to confront. Where the
exercise of First Amendment rights is made
dependent on the content of the message to be
conveyed, according to the court, the discrimina-
tion ““must be tailored to serve a substantial
government interest.”” The court said that VCU’s
asserted justifications did not meet this standard
and were thus in violation of the Fourteenth
Amendment.

The court concluded that so long as the
university maintains a program of registration of
student organizations, its refusal to register GAS
on the same terms and conditions as those applied
to other student organizations violated the First
and Fourteenth amendments. The earlier district
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court decision limiting the group’s privileges was
reversed by the circuitcourt and VCU was ordered
to register GAS and to grant to it all student
organization privileges.

The circuit court also pointed out that although
the district court had ordered VCU to grant GAS
use of the campus newspaper and the campus
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