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\ A C O M M ONWEA AULTM-H U N V E R S T Y
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Evaluating Feature Extraction Methods for Biomedical Word Sense Disambiguation

Introduction

Biomedical text is a highly active research area, but ambiguity still poses a barrier to the comprehension of these documents. Many word sense disambiguation (WSD) approaches represent instances of an ambiguous word
as a distributional context vector. One problem with using these vectors is noise -- information that is overly general and does not contribute to the word’s representation. Feature extraction approaches attempt to
compensate for sparsity and reduce noise by transforming the data from high-dimensional space to a space of fewer dimensions. In this work, we evaluate feature extraction methods for word sense disambiguation.
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