


CONCERTS:  NILS LOFGREN
and
RICHARD TORRANCE
IN CONCERT April 30
at the new EMPIRE THEATRE

Students $2.00
Gen. Public $4.00

SO THE VCU STUDENTS CAN GET THE
BEST SEATS IN THE HOUSE, THE CON-
CERT COMMITTEE IS SELLING TICKETS
ONLY TO VCU STUDENTS ONE WEEK
PRIOR TO THE START OF OUTSIDE TICKET
SALES.
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It’s Time For a New
Politics For Virginia

IT’S TIME FOR A MAN WHO HAS WORKED
HARD TO MAKE GOVERNMENT WORK FOR
EVERYBODY.

Vote Andrew P. Miller for Governor in thc June 14th
'Democratic Primary.

Voter Registration May Sth
Shafer Court and Business Building

By Authority McLain T. O’Farrell, Jr.

" From$195.

‘Broad at Second Street 6441941 - 3124 West Cary 355-2136 - Regency Square 740-1422
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BEST DOCUMENTARY FEATURE ‘J

A remarkable, passionate work.
A reminder that there cannot be
neUfrOIS————OnyWhere. . Jatn Crist Saturday e ew ]

B Ardent, absorbing. ., i s

Succeeds magmflcenfly

‘= Janet Maistin, Newswi

HARLAN COUNTY U.S.A. .

NOW PLAYING!

©e © @ ¢ @ @ © © o € ¢ © © o © © o oa

KERY & e e aent T dlleswisramod aat
The Commonwealth Times/April 26-May 2, 1977

tre: CINEMA D

4410 WESTBROAD = PHONE 28h 362




COMMONWEALTH

e

L

AA

VOLUME 8, NO.26 APRIL 26- MAYZ 1977

10

The 1980s:
Only Three
Years Away

Art or Reality?
The Gochenour
Exhibit
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Mike Welton Will Butler Mike Fuller
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Brett Averill Bobbie Harrell Janet Northen
Managing Editor Sports Editor Listings Editor
- Cary Reardon Tom Matthews Andrea Connally
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Marty Croll Ray K. Saunders Bill Pahnelas
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The Commonwealth Times is a weekly newsmagazine serving the VCU
community, and is published every Tuesday during the academic year except
during holidays and examination periods by students at Virginia Common-
wealth University. :

Our offices are located at 916 W. Franklin St., Richmond, Va., 23284, and at
the Larrick Center on the MCV campus, MCV Station, Richmond, Va., 23220.
Telephone: 770-6461, 6462 (W. Franklin St.) 770-2685 (MCV)

Subscription rate (for non-students) is $5 per year. Please allow three weeks
for delivery, and address all correspondence concerning subscriptions to the
Circulation Manager.

All contents copyright © 1977 by the Commonwealth Times, Virginia
Commonwealth University, and may not be reproduced either in whole or in
part, without the express written consent of the editor. :

The Commonwealth Times is funded partially by Student Activities Fees.
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OPINION

Is There Room
For Reality
In a Museum?

By Brett Averill

Childbirth: everyone has experienced it, but there are peopie who
find it mildly queasy. They don’t like the blood. They don’t like the
woman spreading her legs. They don’t like the doctor beating the
baby. , -

Some people feel more than nausea when thinking about birth.
They are disgusted by the impurity implicit in it: the woman on the
delivery table has been violated. She has allowed a man to carnally
know her. : : :

So perhaps it wasn’t surprising that the Virginia Museum asked
Richmond photographer Mike Gochenour to remove a series called
‘‘Aaron’s Birth’’ from his one-man show there early this month.

The eight-photo series documents the birth of Gochenour’s
nephew—from his sister’s admission to the hospital to her reunion
with her husband and newborn son a half hour after the delivery.

Gochenour, who had found the event the ‘‘most intense and
beautiful’’ of his life, resisted when museum Director R. Peter Mooz
asked him to exclude the sequence. So the artist and the
administrator compromised: they decided to delete the fourth photo,
the series’ most explicit; and leave the other seven on the wall.

Though Gochenour satisfied the powers at the museum, he
remained dissatisfied with the entire incident: ‘‘| don’t think art
should be censored. That's all there is to it....You know, you can’t
put Hustler magazine on the wall, but | never knew any artist that did
that sort of thing.”’

The photos, taken in a Northern Virginia hospital, are really more
documentary than they are pure art, he said. Therefore, ‘‘It’s not a
matter of censoring art. They're censoring reality. It’s a real,
important part of reality.”’

The chairman of the museum’s board of trustees, Dr. William H.
Higgins, Jr., who acted as a spokesman during the Gochenour
controversy, said he didn’t quite comprehend the photographer’s
logic: *“If he’s admitting they’re not art—I don’t follow that. Why
should they be exhibited in a museum of fine arts?

‘It [the birth] was reality, no question about that....Of course, it is
miraculous....[But] there are many aspects of reality. Some reality is
not appropriate in a fine arts museum.’’ Higgins, a physician, cited
vomiting as an example of inappropriate reality.

For pieces to be accepted into the state-supported museum,
Higgins said, they must be ‘‘high quality,’”’ ‘‘well done,’’ and
‘‘inoffensive.”’

By defending the removal of the print from the show, he said, ‘I
am not judging the picture. It is fine photography.’’ But he
reiterated, ‘‘l don’t think you can use pieces of life out of context.”’

Gochenour, who had been excited by the birth and his chance to
communicate the creation of life, was left frustrated by the
administrators’ prudishness: ‘‘How anyone can be offended is beyond
me, just beyond me. If they're offended, it's not from the photo-
graph. It’s their own mentality. It’s a reflection on themselves.’’ « %
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Artist Mike Gochenour: ‘“It’s not a
matter of censoring art. They’re

censoring reality.”’ -

Board chairman William H.
Higgins, Jr.: ‘“‘If...they’re not
art...why should they be exhibited
in a museum of fine arts?”’

The Commonwealth Times/April 26-May 2, 1977
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it crazy to love marker pens that give you the smoothest, thinnest line in
town...and feel so rightin your hand? Is it mad to worship pens with clever
little metal “collars” to keep their plastic-points from getting squishy?

Not.if the pen is a Pilot marker pen.

Our Razor Point, at only 69¢, gives
the kind of extra-fine delicate line you'll flip
over. And for those times you want a little less
line, have a fling with our fine point
59¢ Fineliner. It has the will and fortitude to
actually write through carbons.

So, don't settle for a casual relationship.
Get yourself a lasting one, or two, to have
and to hold...at your college book store.

*Pilot Corp. of America, 41-15 36th St., S : ;
- Longsland City, N.Y. 11101 iy Ay oy e B

e 355-8939

open every day 12 noon to 11pm

Featuring a Most Tasteful and
Exotic selection of Cotton Clothing.

Caftans, dashikis, blousons, angel
tops, faded wrap skirts, shirts and
drawstring pants. Not to mention
M aternity clothes.

‘Oriental Garments and Handcrafts.

m gl A MondaYThquatdrday And there's still more. Come and
fineline marker pens 10AM To5:30 PM y s“-
| Uﬁﬂdw MV%QQAve%mAbﬁot . 312 E. Grace Street '
, N\ 643:1329 Ve

= in the fan ® 410 n. harrison st. ® 353-7992 ® hours 10-6
LowesT Price European Flighrs

- We are sbrvlnq the academic
community with discount travel
abroad. Let us make your air travel
arrangements. Flexibility as to
destination and departure saves you $$

Call Us Last Toll‘Fnee 800/223-1722

bui*. haus
s Just

i i

Bug Haus : . 900 M Shanklin
1 : is : .
: inthe fan » :
_ _ poist z%wmg mave lthan 28 Y.

1 . just for VWs. 1 :
{ Complete Engine Repair Call Bob Mercer for a tune-up or repairs - % g Ei 6 &i) ch) .

Tune-ups 355-7355 W%“}

Brakes : :

Ete. 1528 W. Cary Street (Corner of Cary and Lombardy)
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LETTERS

Who's Next ?

| find the VCU polices department’s
six percent increase in operational funds highly
questionable. Considerable time and money is
wasted pursuing victimiess crimes committed
by students, It’s time the administration
initiated a thorough investigation into the
policies and practices of the campus police.
Furthermore, it’s past time the students halted
police harassment for victimless crimies.

How can anyone legitimize pulling a gun on
a streaker? Why should students be arrested
and jailed for sitting on Franklin St. at four
a.m.? Why are the VCU police more than five
blocks west of campus racing their cars and
squealing their wheels? Should theater
students be jailed for carrying props and tools?
Why don’t the police always respond to
emergency calls?

These are just a few of the antics that the
student body has to deal with. It’s getting
near finals again and if the VCU police
continue their semi-annual tradition, they’ll
wind up in a dormitory looking for drugs. Last"
spring it took 19 cops to search 4 rooms in
Johnson Hall for quantities of heroin, cocaine,
amphetamines, barbituates, marijuana, and
weapons. To obtain a search warrant,
competent information must be obtained. (In
this case, it was allegedly obtained through a
secret informer.) The warrant for this
particular search was based totally on bulishit!

Not one item on it had ever existed to anyone’s.

knowledge, including the five students
arrested. (For two bongs and thirty-two
marijuana seeds) The raid was led by officer
Palumbo, who threatened several other
students with arrest if they were to even ‘‘say’’
anything to him. The end result of the
extravaganza was hundreds of wasted dollars
in salaries, hundreds of wasted dollars in the
students’ legal fees, lots of bad vibes, and two
convicted students, both of whom are currently
serving two years probation.

administration has little or no control over the

-police force. The ridiculousness of this

situation is that the police department is now
enjoying a six percent increase in their
operating budget, when they can’t even afford
to install emergency phones on campus.
Whoever sets the priorities-needs to do some
major rearranging.

In the mean time, who’s next?

Brian Baker
Political Science

How Far Have We Come ?

Having been at VCU for four years, | have
come to realize that certain things that happen
here are not always brought about in the best
interest of ajl the students here. One of the
main reasons | chose to attend VCU was

‘because | saw it as an urban university made
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up from various geographic regions as well as
diversified ethnic backgrounds. | felt that an’
educational institution such as this one would
be a learning experience not only academically
but socially, and | could only benefit from

the contact | would have with the numerous
types of people here.

That is why this year, more than any other
year, | was angered when the phrase ‘‘Black
Ball’’ started floating around. (For those who
are not familiar with what the word signifies, it
is a dance held eachyear during Black Week. )
Being non-Black, | am offended by the
adjective used to describe a social event paid
for with my student activities fees. | separate
this event from the other events of ‘‘Black
Week’’ because | look at all the other events as
being cultural, educational or political in
nature and believe any person having any
knowledge at all of the activities would see that
the exhibits, lectures, movies, etc. are repre-
sentative of certain aspects of the Black exper-
ience and respect them as such. | realize,
too, that on the posters displayed around cam-
pus it does not have ‘‘Black Ball’’, but simply
‘‘Ball.”’ However, if | have heard the Ball
mentioned once as the ‘‘Black Ball’’ | have

- heard it mentioned at least twenty-five times

that way. The fact that ‘‘Black’’ is not placed
qn the poster is mere formality; the secularism
of the event, while not being specified, is defi-

nitely implied. The racial undertone is there. |

see no need or justification for a label such as.
this one to be placed on a social event which
should—realistically— bring together ALL the
students at VCU—not merely the Black ones.
True, no one is keeping anyone away, but we
all know that most human beings tend to stay
away from things which openly broadcast a
characteristic which does not apply to
them—like the term Black in this case.|
attended the Ball in 1975 and, during the time
| was there, | was a minority of one. My
non-Black friends refused to go because of this
title. Has it been so long that we forget the
feeling of segregation when everything was

labeled ‘‘white’’ and ‘‘colored?’’ Have the
memories of those years slipped so far into the
past that we can now do the same thing over
again — and feel it’s justified? | have not
forgotten, nor will | ever forget, and | urge
every student that has paid an activity fee to
think about this. Are you willing to pay for
something that violates the concept people
have worked and died for in the past? Will you
continue to allow things of this nature, year
after year, until it becomes such a widely and
silently accepted wrong that it is accepted as
being right? '

| wish that each person who has ever
referred to the Ball that took place April 22 as
the ‘‘Black Ball’’ would stop for a moment and
think of the late Dr. King—what he lived for
and died for—and ask himself or herself one
question : ‘‘How far have we come—if we’ve
progressed at all?”’

Deanna R. Meadows
Senior
Mass Communications

With this issue, the Commonwealth Times staff will
take a short breather to spend some time on schoolwork,
which has been sorely neglected for the past four months.
We will, however, resume publication in June, when the
first of our summer journals will hit the streets.

It’s been a long hard year for the Times staff, but we
feel that it has been more than worth the extra time and
effort involved. It is extremely difficult to summon forth a
group of such highly dedicated, energetic and talented
people out of this sea of apathy here at VCU, but we did
it. And if the community response is any indication, we
did it well.

Thanks for your support.

jmw

Readers’ letters are needed and welcomed. Submissions
should be typed and signed, and should inciude the
author’s name, address, telephone number, year and
major, sach listed below the signature. Any letters
without this information can not be published.

Deadline for letters is noon Wednesday.

All letters are subject to editing for grammatical
errors.and space considerations.

b8t



Mind and Body

College Students needed to participatein  § | “Did you ever have a dream about something you
always wanted to do? Well | did and | made mine
Occasional Research Project This Summer come true. | discovered that the secret was

inside my head. It was the power of my mind over
my body. Everyone has this power.”

RESEARCH PROJECTS

FOR INFORMATION CALL

PHILIP MORRIS
RESEARCH CENTER

weekdays at 271-5570
Earn $3To $5 Hour

FAN FAIR
MARKET

o .
, Arnolld Schwarzenegge.r in ,
open24Hous || Pumping lron
: : PG
: = ik
We never close - Exclusive!

: | - Brought to you by Ray Bentley's
Free Delivery Neighborhood Theatres.

Located in the Fan at Stuart and Robinson Sts 355-250C|
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CUSA Says Media 'v.vill Retain Stipends

The Council on University Stu-
dent Affairs (CUSA) reversed an
Appropriations Board decision
last Wednesday, April 20, and
voted 8-1 to fund stipends for
WVCW and Richmond Arts
Magazine for 1977-78. The
Appropriations Board will con-
duct a study during this time to
determine if media stipends are
justified and equitable, and will

report its findings to CUSA.

During a meeting on Monday,
April 18, the Appropriations
Board voted 5-3 to fund the
Commonwealth Times $4612 for
operating costs, which include
printing expenses and editorial
salaries, and $3150 for the pur-
chase of new equipment.

- The board voted against fund-
ing stipends to WVCW and
RAM, however, on the grounds

that-board members did not teei
these salaries should be paid
from student activities fees. The
board also questioned the equity
of paying some, but not all,

-media positions filled by stu-

dents. One board member added
that the Commonwealth Times
was a ‘‘student service’’ and the
students performing this service

needed the stipends as an incen-

tive. He added that the radio
station and the literary magazine
were ‘‘fun and games.”’

The Media Board appealed the
decision and, in a statement
presented to CUSA, added that
the members ‘‘cannot understand
the rationale for making. rash
decisions before studying the
adverse impact that those de-

.cisions will have.”’

—Bobbie Harrell

Art Students Dislike Mandatory Fees

If a recent poll of art students
is any indication, a majority of

VCU students are displeased with -

the collection and disbursement
of their student mandatory fees.

An informal poll was conducted
by the Student Advisory Commit-
tee of the School of the Arts to
determine art student attitudes
towards athletic fees, the athletic
department, and on major athlet-
ics in general.

Almost all of the 469 students
polled were from the School of
the Arts.

Among the major questions

*asked by the survey were whether

students attended athletic events
and how frequently, whether the
athletic department should be
held accountable for its spending,
and how mandatory activity and
athletic fees should be used.

The survey showed that 51
percent of the students surveyed
did not have an awareness of
major athletic events. ,

On a question involving attend-
ance, 79 percent said they had
never attended a major athletic
event, 17 percent said they had
attended a few, 4 percent several,

and 1 percent many.
As for use of athletic facilities,

31 percent said they used the
facilities while 69 percent said
they did not.

13 percent of those polled
agreed with mandatory athletic
fees while 80 percent disagreed
and 7 percent did not respond.

Only 11 percent expressed
satisfaction with the management
and usage of the fees, while 72
percent said they were dissatis-

fied with their usage, and 17,

percent did not respond.

On the question involving activ-
ity fees, 55 percent were in favor
of the mandatory fees, while 44
percent were opposed. :

—-Bob Powell

VCU was selected as one of
nine universities nationwide to
view the 15th annual Ann Arbor
Festival. The event attracted
some 800 persons during a two-
night showing in the Business
Building auditorium recently.

The festival originates at the
University of Michigan in Ann

Arbor each spring.

The VCU audience awarded the
first prize of $100 to ‘American
Shoeshine,”” by Sparky Greene.

Second prize, an award of $75,

lllustrations by Karen Edeimann

A Little of Ann Arbor Comes to VCU

went to ‘‘Gravity,”” by David
Wechter and Michael Franklin.
Four honorable mentions,
carrying a prize of $50 each, were
presented to: ‘’‘Metamorphosis,”’
by Bony Greenwald; ‘‘In The Be-
ginning Was The End: The Truth
About De-evolution,”” by Chuck
Statler; ‘’Nicky: One Of My Best
Friends,”” by Granier Gurievitch;
and “‘If Brains Were Dynamite,
You Wouldn’t Be Able To Blow
Your Nose,”” by Peter Pors and
Tom Burstyn.
—Tom Matthews

'Tuition and Fees Increase for Fall

The Board of Visitors has ap-
proved an expected tuition in-
crease of about six percent for the
academic campus, and a tuition
hike of eight percent for the MCV
campus. The tuition increases
become effective with the be-
ginning of the fall 1977 term.

The board has also approved
increases in the per-credit cost of
courses for both in-state and
out-of-state students, as well
increases for annual dormitory
rent and meal plans.

Tuition for full time under-
graduate in-state students will be
raised to $730 from its current
annual total of $696, an increase
of $34. Full time out-of-state
tuition prices will be upped from
their current $1380 total to $1460
annually.

Part time per-credit-hour in-
state tuition has been upped from
the current charge of $30 per
credit hour to $32 per credit hour.
Out-of-state per-credit tuition has
been raised from $58 to $64.

Graduate students will also be
shelling out more, as tuition for

full time in-state graduate stu- -

dents will increase from $720
annually to $770, while out-of-state
graduate tuition will increase
from $1030 to $1090. :
Dormitory rent prices will also
increase annually by $60. The
cost for a non-air conditioned -
room will increase from the cur -
rent $650-$670 fee to $710-730
annually, with the prices for all
air conditioned rooms jumping
from the present $700 annual
price tag to $760. .
" The annual health fee charge
will remain at $52, but the
laundry fee will increase from $32

to $34. g
The annual cost for subscribing

to either of the two meal plans
will increase $30. The yearly cost
for the 15 meal per week plan will

jump to $680 while the cost of the

21 meal plan will increase to $710
annually.

The annual in-state tuition for
those attending the Schools of
Dentistry and Medicine will jump
from the current $1850 to $1950,
while out-of-state dental tuition
will increase from $3210 to $3470.

—Steve Stein
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THE 19805

It’s interesting to look back to the
sixties, and lots of people do; people
look back at the early seventies, too,
with the same fascination they do with
the past decade, there being some
ineffable, escaped wisdom in those
times that they want to benefit from.
And every week, your Commonwealth
Times fare consists of an occasional
reflection on the past, plus all the
relevant current topics that are meant
to inform and enlighten our readers.
But when one reads about what has
happened, or what is happening, if he
is curious, he’ll wonder, well, what
next? :

It wasn’t hard finding correspondents
for this issue; it seems like everyone is
willing to offer a few speculations on
what the eighties will be like; and we
were surprised and impressed with a lot
of what they produced. We’re justly
proud to bring you this compilation of
some of the best material that we had
the good fortune to go over—our only
disappointment is that we weren’t able
to print a lot more of the submissions
we have on hand. Nevertheless, this is
an interesting sample, varied as it is,
and one we hope will stimulate a little
idle speculation by our readers.
Granted, the proposal of Messrs.
Lopez and McCray will summon
vehement opposition from some

quarters—but they can’t be proposals if

they don’t do that much.
Zuma 1 and the guy who missed the

‘turn in the space warp may be
high-flying buddies, but each in his own

way has discovered something not
altogether imaginary. And whoever
imagined that the new signs around
campus were going to be guideposts to
the VCU of the eighties? Will there be
a store of the eighties? One writer
thinks so. Another wonders about
recombinant DNA and its implications.
The unfoldings of the eighties will be
diverse, for sure.

The 1980s—only three years away —

have been the subject of books and

essays. Now, on the brink of the new
decade, we read daily ominous
government predictions on energy loss,
overpopulation and unlimited pollution.
Almost all the outlooks are grim, and

- we're not sure things won’t turn out

that way. But, as history tells us, every
era has its own problems; none has any
more complex or involved than any
others’; therefore, we need not deal
with a!l the projected sorrows that have
alreadv been so completely been
covered in the media. Instead, we
present to the readers this final issue of
the Commonwealth Times.

Special thanks to the production
people for making it possible.

—Bill Pahnelas & Peter Blake

Those whose works have been published in this special issue lnclude.

Bill Pahnelas/Buzz the Astronaut

Anonymous/Joshua Lopez’ proposal

Tom Matthews/DNA research
Janet Northen/Bloomingdales

Special thanks also to the illustrators,
who are all identified next to their work.

Lanier McCray/Legal narcotics and marijuana

Michel Sweeney/Zuma 1
Gary Henry/2536 AD
Ben Blake/VCU Master Plan
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‘This issue was originated and editec
by Peter Blake and Bill Pahnelas.

Buzz

The Astronaut

The retinas are singed: The beauties
are promenading across the rolling hills
of central Virginia towards the sea.

The otters walit in perpetual bliss,
mocking the vain attempts at humanistic
happiness in a scholastic, foot
stomping, phantasmic h3I|-ralsing bash. -

Jellyfish are curled around their lovers
causing pain that refreshes them
and reaffirms their sense of purpose
while they are seawracked.

The magnificent Mister Mug
is practicing somersaults in the curis
of air in the jet stream.

The great Zambini’s elastic tights
are snagged on a nail—it is his body
pulled like a rubber glove over stolid
monadnocks and the scrub of the Virginia
wilderness.

Beached oyster shells throw back
the moonbeams into the eyes of Epicurius’
son, the world-famous Buzz the Astronaut.

Buzz sits on the pad meditating -
the cosmic harmony, the music
of the spheres, if you will. The hum
of celestial orbs and whistling of comets,
the whirr of asteroids is a universal symphony
unlike one Mahler ever dreamed of.

Buzz has fallen in zero gravity
up the mirror of stairs towards 'pleasant
images of intrinsic significance, preternatural
gleam of the flaming torch that,
with Photon strength, inflames the world
in self-fulfilling brilliance, the cloud
of self-righteous mocking having been
forever banished, sizzled into cosmic fusion
with pretty, passively perceived temporal
images, those lost in the euphoric bliss in the
other-worldliness.

The fusion of Mind with cosmic
consciousness is accomplished,

the visionary gleam is captured

and in the pocket of Buzz, the accomplished
wizard of human fancies;

ocean reaches to become one with land, mass
cancelling mass, substance swallowing
substance, light diffusing light,

significance absorbing significance.

The pure light of Buzz’ eye
is the universal principle of the world—
the link between love’s death

and love’s rebirth. —Bill Pahnelas

The Commominlm Times/April 26-May 2, 1977



What is this Guy, Crazy?

Rep. Joshua Standard Lopez (I—N. Mexico)
recently offered a proposal to Congress for
fundamental alteration of the social security
system. This weekly managed to arrange an
interview with.Congressman Lopez in his
Wisconsin Avenue offices. Below we offer the
text of Mr. Lopez’ proposal (House Bill 288)
and a transcript of our explicatory interview.
We might add that Mr. Lopez’ bill has been
tied up in committee for weeks.

. A BILL TO AMEND AND REENACT Sections

24.1-47, 24.1-134, 24.1-227, 24.1-288, and
24.1-229 of the Acts of Congress of 1933, as
amended in 1972, which established the Social
Security Administration within the Department
of Health Education, and Welfare, and
provided for implementation of all programs
instituted by the Social Security
Administration.

Patron—Mr. Lopez‘

Referred to the Committee on Planning and
Evaluation.

Be it enacted by the Congress of the United
States:

e That Sections 24.1-47, 24.1-134, 24.1-227,
24.1-228, and 24.1-229 of the Acts of Congress
of 1933, as amended in 1972, be amended and
reenacted as follows:

*On the first day of January, nineteen -
hundred and eighty-six, all prior provisions of
the Social Security Act of 1933, as amended in
1972, shall be declared null and void.

eAll money benefits presently provided to
retired persons enter the provisions of said
Social Security Act shall be provided to persons
not iess than eighteen (18) and not more than
twenty-nine (29) years of age, effective on the
date of the expiration of the current law, as
provided for in Section 1.

eAll persons reaching the age of retirement
shall be humanely disposed of by designated
agents of the Department of Health,

Education, and Welfare, unless such persons
qualify for one or more of the following
exemptions:

a) That such person shall maintain gainful
or self-supporting employment, or other means
of total self-support.

b) That such person shall have
demonstrated exceptional past accomplishment
and ongoing capability.
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c) That such person shall-be supported by
a solvent second party or parties, with full
consent of the party or parties.

eAll revenue currently collected or withheld
under the designation ‘‘Social Security Tax’’
shall be used expressly for this purpose,
without diversion into the Federal Treasury.
No reduction in the amount of Social Security
Tax collected shall be permitted within five (5)
years from the effeetive day of this act.

eJoshua Standard Lopez, member of the
House of Representatives, and patron of this
bill, shall be exempt from its proposals.

Q.: Mr. Lopez, what premise underlies your
unique proposal? :

A: At present, Social Security money is
scandalously wasted on people who have little

or no use for this money. Old-age pensions are

provided merely to extend the lives of
expendible individuals who have outlived their
usefulness.

Q: And you feel that American youth could put
this money to better use?

A: | have no doubt. Out young people
represent the vigor and enthusiastic idealism
of our great nation. When they are forced to
work at menial jobs, or to spend years climbing
occupational ladders, we are wasting
incalculable productivity, and diminishing the
vitality so frequently lost thru contact with
‘‘real life.”’

Q: You spoke of old persons as being
‘““expendible.’”’ Could you clarify your use of
this term? ’

A: The individual man today is nothing more
than a small part of the great productive
maehine. For example, when the fuel pump
wears out on you automobile, you do not spend
money keeping the old fuel pump alive—you
get rid of it. And just as there are always more
fuel pumps to replace those wearing out, there

are always younger, stronger people to replace

those who have reached the age of incapability.
Q: What of those over 65 who wished to
continue working?

A: As long as persons of retirement age
continue working, as long as they carry their
own weight, so to speak, they will not be
affected by my proposal.

Q: Mr. Lopez, you've been very discreet about
the section in you bill that deals with
‘‘disposing’’ of those over 65. Could you
elaborate on this?

A: Well, | certainly am in favor of humane
disposal. Those oldsters no longer capable of
supporting themselves should have a choice
between methods of disposal. We won'’t allow
them to go the way of old nags, off to the glue
factory. Certainly injections could be
humanely administered—lidocaine, things of
that sort. Or if they wish to pass on more
dramatically, we could line them up and shoot
them.

Q: And how would you implement the
disbursement of Social Security to young

.people?

A: As | stated clearly in the draft of my bill,
the Social Security money now wasted on
doddering septuagenarians should instead be
provided to young people less than thirty years
of age. Our primary intent is to prevent these
young people from having to work. If the

-young person wished to work, he might find a

job and use his Social Security payment as
supplemental income, thus becoming richer.
The object is to allow the youth of America to
accumulate nice nest eggs, to enjoy themselves
as it were, before they reach the age of
responsibility.

Q: We know Mr. Lopez that there are many
more young people than old in the nation
today. How might you reconcile the disparity
in money needed to maintain five million aged
as against forty million youth? ,

A: In case you havent noticed, your federal
income tax has remained stable over the past
twenty years while your Social Security
payments have risen astronomically. All this
money is not used to maintain a standard of
living for the elderly; it is used to supplement
tax revenue, which government can not raise
without a loud outcry from the citizens. It'sa
sneaky trick. | propose that all money
collected for Social Security should be used for
its expressed purpose, which if my bill passes,
will be to provide $400 a month for every
person in America between the ages of 18 and
30.

Q: Mr. Lopez, many of your colleagues and
constituents insist that you are insane. What
is your comment on the matter?

A: Those same nameless assholes wouldn’t
have thought to call me insane in 1980 when |
proposed the $100,000 base salary for
congressmen, or in 1981 when | proposed that
unlimited alcoholic beverages be distributed
free to every person in my district. Let 'em call
me crazy; |’'ll wear the shoe if it fits.

Q: Thank you, Congressman Lopez. * %
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By Tom Matthews

‘“We can control the [genetic] changes to
produce better individuals... The logical outcome
of activities in modifying the genetic makeup of
man is to reach the stage where couples will want
their children to have the best possible
genes...Sexual procreation will be virtually
ended...”’

While few persons would dispute the assertion
that‘‘the best possible genes’’ are desirable when
they are considering having a child, an even
smaller number of individuals would say they
preferred someone (or something) else artificially
combining their genes to reach that goal.

““One suggestion has been to remove genetic
material from each individual immediately after
birth and then promptly sterilize that
individual...’’

Forced sterilization, even leading to such a
lofty (?) aspiration as a ‘‘perfect or master race,”’
is a disquieting thought.

““During the individual’s lifetime, a record
would be kept of his accomplishments and
characteristics. After the individual’s death, a_
committee would decide if the accomplishments

are worthy of procreation into other individuals.’’ 3

This extensive record-keeping process may
have already begun in the form of thousands of
files and data banks across the country, and one
must begin to wonder whether the ‘‘committee’’
selection process has begun as well.

‘“If so, genetic material would be removed from‘;_

the depository and stimulated to clone a new
individual...’’

Ah yes, cloning. Imagine an army (or several)
of a million or so ‘‘perfect soldiers,’’ modeled by
genetic sculptors in the image of a new god,
Prime Genetic Material.

““If the committee decides the genetic material e

is unworthy of procreation it is destroyed.”’

What a boon to production! Labor unions would

disappear because a company could purchase
clones of the model worker, who performs his
duties for extended periods of peak efficiency
without question for minimal renumeration would
be genetically cleansed from Model Worker One.

‘“The question is indeed not a moral one but
a temporal one— when do we start?’’

The quotations in the preceding paragraphs are
not found in some prelude to an Orwellian horror
story. They are not an adulteration of Huxley’s
fearsome sooth-saying in Brave New World,
written by some mad scientist trying to market a
new method of social control, although social
control is essentially what these observations can
be reduced to.

They are instead the words of Dr. James
Bonner, professor.of biology at the California
Institute of Technology, who seems quite
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