e L7 e5 P
g »
.

OCTOBER11-17,1977
TWO DAYS AT WATKINS GLEN; NINCENT PRICE PLAYS
OSCAR WILDE; POWHATAN'S PENAL COLONY; TWO
\IEWS OF THREE WOMEN; JACK ANDERSON; MORE
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@ C&P Telephone

Evenings 5 P.M.—11 P.M. Sunday thru Friday
Nights 11 P.M.—8 A.M. Everynight

Weekends All Day Saturday Until 5 P.M. Sunday
first minute, interstate calls.
Excludes Alaska and Hawaii.
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DANSKIN
ISANYWEAR.

PARKLANE HOSIERY
ISEVERYWHERE.

Parklane Hosiery has body hugging fashions that fit you
and your lifestyle for class, classic or classy doings.
Anywhere.

And with 400 stores throughout America,
Parklane Hosiery is the largest retailer of
Danskin leotards and tights and Selva shoes.

There’s one near you.

HOSIERY

Legwear, dancewear
. everywhere.

ot leotard #9175, gathered scoop, low back:+ . 7 4
SMLSEZS.

The Parklane Hosiery store nearest you:

Azalea Mall, Richmond, 804-264-1144; Cloverleaf, Richmond,
804-276-5728; Willowlawn Shopping Center, Richmond, 804-
282-9371; Eastgate Mall, Richmond, 804-222-4044; Coliseum
Mall, Hampton, 804-838-4315; Military Circle, Norfolk, 804-
461-1669; Pembroke Square, Virginia Beach, 804-499-0051; New
Market North, Hampton, 804-827-8476.
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Sunday Night is Student Night
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 TORTILLA FLAT

Every Sunday Night students may buy :

any dinner at reqular price and receive : LIVE

a second dinner of equal value for only v

$1.°° with this ad and a student ID

Bring a friend and enjoy the best in Entertalnment

Mexican food and refreshing beverages

1212 K Street 643-9461
TORTILLA FLAT o oo Sovee Sip

searth m@tllar :
shoe H“,"‘JP,‘}“‘"

NEW OWNERS-SAME SHOE
COME IN AND TRY THEM

/)

Specializing in

reconstruction of
damaged hair
307 W. Grace St.
3 Blocks East of Belvidere

619-2281 .
Two dollars discount
on student haircuts

ALSO BAGS, BELTS, WALLETS,
SANDALS, SILVER CHAINS

EARTH SHOE

3162 W. CARY ST.
Tel. 358-4646

OCT 3to 17. A COMPLIMENTRY EARTH ‘T SHIRT WITH
EACH PURCHASE OF EARTH BRAND SHOES
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LETTERS

INCASE YOU
DIDN'T UNDERSTAND......

Some readers may not understand
the relevance of last week’s [Sept.
27-Oct. 3 CT] cover story about the
sale of Richmond magazine, since
there was no clear tie with VCU.

During the past years, more than
60 articles published in Richmond
magazine were by-line stories writ-
‘ten by VCU mass communications
students. Three of these stories won
regional and national honors.

The students were paid for their
articles a total of several thousand
dollars. Several mass communica-
tions students, hoping for careers
in magazines, served internships
with the magazine while Kathy
Fair was editor.

Three MAC faculty members
who wrote for the magazine con-
tributed their fees—nearly $1,000
—to the MAC scholarship fund.
For the beginning student writers,
the thrill of a by-line in a slick
magazine was considerable, and
the pay was always welcomed. The
students performed well, often
under strict deadlines.

Other students and faculty
members also wrote or produced
photos for Richmond during this
period, too. It might have been
noted that Mrs. Fair is now in her
fourth year as an adjunct faculty
member of our department.

Charles Fair
Mass Communications

ABOUT
THOSE CHARGES

Now that the university Board of
Visitors has sucessfully white-
washed the investigation of Drs.
Richard Wilson and Al Matthews,
the Student Life organization and
the student governance structure,
there exists only one legitimate

course of action for students still
trying to make that system work,
though personally | feel the whole
thing should be scrapped and
replaced with an actual student
government.

As one of the signers of the
document delivered to the Board of
Visitors last May, alleging conflicts
of interest, mismanagement of
funds, usurpation of student
rights, unethical hiring practices
and misrepresentation of the uni-
versity, | still feel the allegations
hold substantial validity. The
Board of Visitors is apparently
content with the explanations of
Drs. Wilson and Matthews, as
well as the Student Life staff. The
students, however, have not heard
the explanations. If Drs. Wilson
and Matthews are as in touch with
students (as they claim to be) |
suggest they answer the charges
made against them to the student
body directly.

They can do this in several
ways. They should attend the
meeting of the various governance
boards, sit there with a copy of the

charges and answer each one to

the students present. Secondly,
and more importantly, | think it
would be right for both Drs.
Wilson and Matthews to write a
piece for the Commonwealth
Times, addressing the entire stu-
dent body, and answer the charges
leveled against them directly to
the students they claim to repre-
sent.

Obviously this letter will not
force the two doctors to do this.
But, those of you involved in the
governance system can. Bring this
issue up at this year’s ‘‘governance
retreat.”’” It might make it one of
the more worthwhile retreats
they've ever had.

Finally, if anyone would like a
copy of the document making the
charges, get in touch with me and
I'll 'see to it you get a copy.

Ed Hazelwood
Senior|/ Mass Communications

The Commonwealth Times/October 11-17, 1

What can we say,
after we say

Earl Scruggs?
Earl Scruggs has always stood
for unsurpassable musicianship. /
Every performance, every album
by The Earl Scruggs Revue, is #
memorable and enjoyable.
It goes without saying.

On Columbia Records and Tapes.

ve I AMCTTEN
:

Is Your Bike Ready For
.G School?

+ BICYCLES

Featuring Parts, Accessorles, and
Repairs to all Makes

Skate Board Parts & Accessorles
OUR 67TH YEAR

AGEE’S BICYCLES

3116 W. Cary St. 353-4888
3 LOCATIONS 11020 Midlothian Tnpk. 794-6754

7429 W. Broad St. 285-3441
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A nice body is within
your grasp.

Find out how next week. That’s when you'll be
getting “‘Insider’’—a free magazine supplement to
your college newspaper. It's another better idea
from Ford. “‘Insider’’ won’t give you advice on your
love life, but it will give you help on what’s almost as
important. The subject is ““Focus on Personal
Energy: The New Fitness.’” Watch for it!

: Look for Insider-
Fords continuing series of college newspaper supplements.

FORD DIVISION

75" ANNIVERSARY

The Commonwealth Times/October 11-17, 1977



Jack Anderson

Washington — The Fed-
eral Trade Commission
is now investigating co-
mic books. The investi-
gators won’t = interfere
with the antics of Super-
man, Batman or Captain
“Marvel. But they may
crack down on the ad-
vertising that appears in

Yet Agriculture offi-
cials plan to spend even

more money testing the
controversial idea next
spring at meat plants
across the country.
Picky, Picky? The new
director of the Commun-
ity Services Administra-
tion, the agency that has

the comic books.

taken over the work of

Some ads offer mira-
cle toys,” which the in-
vestigators claim are no-
thing but junk. One de-
ceptive ad, for example,
offers a ‘‘genuine money
maker.’’

The way the ad is
worded, children might
think they can transform
a blank piece of paper
magically into a $5 bill.

The only way you can
get a $5 bill out of the
machine is to place one
in it.

Another mail order ad offers live seahorses. The ad claims the
seahorses are easy to care for. Skeptical investigators sent for some.

One was dead on arrival. Another lived only a few days. And their
care and feeding was much more difficult and expensive than the ad
said.

The officials fear that unsuspecting young children may suffer a big
letdown when they receive toys in the mail that don’t meet their
expectations. According to one estimate, children spend up to $2
billion a year on comic books and the knicknacks they advertise.

But the crackdown may not be easy. The junk toys are often sold by
shady operators. They keep disappearing and surfacing again under
different names.

The Federal Trade Commission, therefore, may hold the comic book
publishers and distributors responsible for the ads they carry.

Butz’ Bequest? Earl Butz, the former foot-in-mouth secretary of
agriculture, hasn’t been around the Agriculture Department for more
than a year. But his memory lingers on.

He always wanted the big meat packers to inspect their own meat.
This would save the government money, of course, but it would be like
allowing a football team to provide its own referees.

The Butz proposal, predictably, raised a howl. Skeptics pointed out
that inspectors could hardly be trusted to enforce strict standards
against the companies that paid their salaries.

Nevertheless, the Agriculture Department recently spent $320,000
for a private study of the idea. The report, by the BoozAllen
Corporation, claims the government would save up to $210 million in
seven years by letting the companies inspect their own meat.

We’ve seen evidence that some meat packers are already cheating
the consumers by mislabeling their meat. It would be folly to let them
inspect their own meat, too. The money the taxpayers saved, you can
be sure, would be squeezed out of the consurs - mers.

The Commonwealth Times/October 11-17, 1977

the poverty corps, has a
well-deserved reputation
for being a meticulous
manager.

In her prior job as the
New Mexico regional di-
rector of the CSA,
Graciela Olivarez once
called her staff together,
not to outline programs
to help the poor, but to
complain about coffee
stains on the floor. In one
memo, she warned em-
ployees sternly: ‘‘Don’t
fill your (coffee) cups to
the brim. | am prepared to suspend, without pay, anyone who
doesn’t cooperate.’’

She also complained about waste paper in the ladies’ room.

And she conducted a crusade to cleanse the office of potato chips
and Frito crumbs. ‘‘| have noticed potato chips and Frito crumbs on the
carpet over the past few days,’’ she wrote in a memo, ‘‘and am asking
whoever is responsible to cease and desist.”’

Kremlin Pipeline-Soviet secret agents routinely subscribed to most
American technical publications, which they scrutinize for technolo-
gical developments. American agents, in turn, study a popular Russian
magazine called ‘‘Ogonyok.’’ It has become a tradition with the
magazine to publish a full color picture of each politburo member on
his birthday. The politburo members are old men, whose demise could
affect Soviet policy. So the photos are carefully analyzed for signs of
poor health.

- Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev has been slowing down. Analysts
have also noticed that he occasionally slurs his speech. This could have
been caused by a mild stroke, but more likely it's caused by a slight
distortion of the jaw. There is one word, according to our sources,
which trips him up every time, and it must be embarrassing for him.
The word he can’t pronounce is ‘‘sotsialistichesky’’—which means
‘‘socialist’’ in Russian.

Watch on Waste? A few months ago, we exposed the excessive
junketing of John Byington, chairman of the Consumer Product Safety
Commission. But he hasn’tireformed. Our sources say he has political
ambitions back in his native’state of Michigan. In the last six months,
Byington has flown there four times at taxpayers’ expense to make
speeches. He has also jetted to California four times and flown to
Florida, New York, Puerto Rico, lllinois, New Jersey and Oregon.

Copyright 1977, United Feature Syndicate, Inc. -84
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SHORTS

Danforth Fellowships Available

Inquiries about the Danforth Gra-
duate Fellowships, to be awarded by
the Danforth Foundation of St
Louis, Missouri in April 1978, are
invited, according to the local cam-
pus representative, Dr. Paul D.
Minton, Dean, School of Arts and
Sciences, Room 305, Hibbs Buil-
ding.

The Fellowships are open to all
qualitied persons who have serious
interest in careers of teaching in
colleges and universities, and who
plan to study for a PH.D. in any
lield of study common to the
undergraduate liberal arts curricu-
lum in the United States.

Approximately 60-65 Fellowships
will be awarded to college seniors
who are nominated by campus
lraison- officers. Another 35-40 a-
wards will be made to post baccalau-
reate persons-who apply directly to
the Foundation.

Applicants for the baccalaureate
awards must be college seniors and
may not have undertaken graduate
level programs of study beyond
their college-level work. They must
be nominated by haison officers of
their undergraduate institutions.
Application blanks may be obtained

in the office of the Dean, School of
Arts and Sciences, Room 305, Hibbs
Building.. These forms must be
returned to that office no later than
October 31. The Danforth Founda-
tion does not accept direct applica-
tions for the baccalaureate fellow-
ships.

Ihe Foundation is currently mak-- |

ing a special effort to bring qualified
persons from the racial and ethnic
minorities into the profession of
teaching. Approximately 25 percent
of the awards are expected to go to
Blacks, Mexican-Americans, Native
Americans and Puerto Ricans.

The Danforth Graduate Fellow-
ship is a one-year award but is
normally renewable until completion
of the advanced degree or for a
maximum of four years of graduate
study. Fellowship stipends are bas-
ed on individual need, but they will
not exceed $2,500 for single Fel-
lows, and for married Fellows with
no children. Fellows who are mar-
ried, or are “‘head of household’”’,
with one child, can receive up to
$3,500. There are dependency al-
lowances for additional children.
1he | ellowship also covers requlred
tuition and fees s

| VCU Club Footbcxll 'l‘eam 'Bushes On

James johnson returned a punt
for 85 yards and a touchdown ar
. the

ngmend e then made it

d 87 when they scored on an end |
“Franklin Street Band s ;

Tom Schall, Webster Epps, and Jullan Galloway (from left) are shown in rehearsal
for Theatre-VCU s productlon of ‘‘Kiss Me Kate’’, opening Oct. 13 at Shafer St.
Playhouse. Curtain time is 7:30, and full-time students may pick up free tickets 10-4
daily and until 6:30 the day of the show. Reduced tickets for faculty and staff are
$2.50. Part-time students and non-VCU students’ tickets are $3. Tickets for the
_general public are $3.50, and groups of over 20 may obtain tickets for $2 each.

Photo by Charlie Hall

Virginia Museum Presents Old In New...

September 20 marked the opening
of the Virginia Museum’s New
American Galleries. The stimulus
for expanding from the previous two
U.S. art sections to the present
eight (which span from the 18th to
20th centuries) was in large part the
acquisitions of a Winslow Homer,
one in a group of seven 19th century
paintings, and the Marsh Collection
of furniture.

For nearly 50 years, Dr. and Mrs.
Brooks Marsh accumulated an ex-
tensive grouping of over 200 18th
century furniture and decoratlve
accessories.

Interestingly enough, many of the
pieces on display in the museum
were previously in use in the
Marshs’ New York-City apartment.
One of the most celebrated pieces is
a walnut Queene Anne armchair
crafted by William .Savey of Phila-
delphia.

The seven paintings acquired in a
gift-purchase package from Mrs.
William Massey include the ac-
claimed “‘Girl Seated in a Garden’’
by Winslow Homer, along with

The C

~works by Thomas Cole, A.B.Bryant,

L. Vedder, Rosen, A. Ryder and R.
Goodwin. A record of other artists
represented in the New American
Galleries would list such diverse
names as M.J. Heade, Remington,
Chase, Sargent, Cassat, Peale,
Copely, Durand and Whistler. Also
gracing: the gallery is a small
Jackson Pollack on loan from an
anonymous donor. Placed to the left
of the Pollack is the once-controver-
sial “’Champion’’ by Stuart Davis.

The single section of the New
American Galleries that is reserved
for changing exibitions is now filled
with black-and-white photographs,
which brightly contrasts the other
exhibits in the American section.

To help non-art historians under-
stand the historical location of these
works, a free slide show and taped
lecture is adjacent to the American
Galleries.

In short, the fifteen-minute walk
down Grove Avenue to the Virginia
Museum will result in hours of
absorbing exploration into our art
history. —Lisa Austin

wealth Times/Octob

11-17, 1977
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and a half ago when the Management Analysis

- Systems Development (MASD), the people in

control of purchasing computer equipment,
insisted on the merger. The two systems joined,
according to C.P. Austin, head of VCU’s computer
system, simply because of efficiency—savings
and cost avoidance.

Before the merger there were two separate
staffs and systems that needed resources in order
to meet the growing. demands of computer
capacity. With the high price tag on computers,
authorities created what Austin termed a “‘ utility’’
of services to cut down on state costs and to
provide both institutions with availabililty to a
computer. Thus, hardware and management were
joined.

Naturally, problems arose at first. In the past,
Austin said, foulups were not only caused by the
fact that VCU and the 23 community colleges had
just been formed, but because they were thrust
into a situation and lacked technological under-
standing.

Austin feels confident VCU’s computer-power
needs are met this year.

But Dr. John T. Smolen, Jr., VCU’s registrar,
disagrees: ‘“The merger does not allow enough
computing power for VCU’' and as a result,
development by VCU of its system has been
"“’curtailed.”” Smolen is unsure how far to keep
going with projects; he has been told to stop
before. ‘Our needs are growing and | don’t feel

Computer Power
Questioned in Link-up

By Martha Smith

In this age of technology, time counts dearly,
machines pound productively and man travels
faster than sound....But when technology is not
adequate—valuable time and energy are wasted
and those that receive services bear the brunt.

Those of you here last spring probably recall the
technological confusion during registration:
having to drop classes you did not sign up for or
having to add the ones you thought you were in.

At VCU, registration and grades, among other
sundry things, are processed by a computer
shared with 23 state community colleges (SCCS
State Community College System.)

This joint system was established about a year

The. Commonwealth Times/October -11-17, 1977

we have an adequate system. We can’t operate
well in the day because students, faculty and the
community colleges demand usage. And as for my
staff, 90 percent of the work is done at night or on
weekends.”’

Austin, on the other hand, said, ‘‘The
investment in computers is too high to let them go
unused for any period of time, and the MASD
requires that the machines be used for at least 24
hours to get the most out of them.””

Plans to upgrade the system next year are being
discussed with- MASD, but at the present Austin
feels there is no pressure in the amount of use the
computer gets. ““Two IBM 158’s will add 30
percent capacity to the computer, but | don’t feel
we have exceeded our limit.”’

Since last year, most of the kinks in the system

have disappeared and the staff has become more
accustomed to the workload. Registration for the
fall semester was smooth and it should be this
spring as well.

Management will be tighter now that there is a
full time manager of the computer systems. Herb
Hances, the new data service administrator,
arrived two weeks ago along with a much-needed
IBM 148 (replacing the IBM 145) which has
increased computer capacity by 15 to 20 percent.

The ‘“hawk’’ keeping a watchful eye on the
computer activities is MASD. Are they giving the
computer systems sufficient funds to prevent
pressures in the business? Austin: ‘“MASD
recognizes that VCU and SCCS have significant
computing requirements, but they are essentially
using state funds to avoid costly mistakes."’

VCU’s computer system will again be tested for
its own adequacy. Usage is relatively steady now,
but toward the end of the semester around
registration students will be using the computers
more frequently to finish computer projects that
are due. The seasonal peak will show everyone
just how dependable the joint system is: It may go
unnoticed if the flow of technology is not
interrupted; otherwise, precious time for students
and the registrar’s office will be wasted in order to
fuss with another couple of weeks of sheer
maddening confusion. e
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Above: State Department of Corrections people apparently
want no one prowling around the virgin land that may
become a penal institution.

Below Right: These two men looking over land proposed to

They Knew When To Say No

Story and Photos -
By Dick Cheatham

It’s easy to stand back and roll with life’s
- punches, thrown at us daily from all directions.
But the kind which come from what we sometimes
feel are impersonal and insensitive institutions of
public interests are often the-most intimidating.
We all know you can’t fight city hall, yet every so
often, some gutsy individual or collection of folks
filled with righteous indignation stand and try.
Just what makes people say no?

In the case of the Concerned Citizens of
Powhatan County, Inc., it’s because they feel they
are being taken advantage of by the State
Department of Corrections.

In May of 1976, residents of the area read in
the Richmond News Leader that the State
Corrections Department planned to build a
500-man medium-security prison two miles from
the Powhatan Corrections Center. The Leader
article reported plans to go ahead with work on
design documents for the new facility, estimated
to eventually cost $11.7 million. All of that money

~ was to.come from funds expected to be generated
by the Corrections Bond Issue, part of a package
to be voted on by Virginians in November.

Now, prison facilities are nothing new to that
county—but that is exactly why the community is
fighting back. Already Powhatan County has the
bed capacity to house 21 percent of all adult male
offenders in Virginia. And that figure does not
consider that 25 percent of Virginia’s juvenile
detainees are held in Powhatan. Comparing those

~ statistics with the county’s population: For every
two-and-one-half free male citizens in Powhatan
County, there is one prisoner over fifteen years
old. :

Page 10

“there would have been any organized effort today:

soon be a penal institution in Powhatan are part of a group
formed to face enviror | and quality-of-life problems
affecting Powhatan County’s integrity.

For some time, Powhatan County has had more
prisoners than any other Virginia county. Most of
Powhatan’s citizens have lived with the Correc-
tions Department as good neighbors. As a matter
of fact, the Concerned Citizens of Powhatan did
not have its origins in this most recent conflict.
Three years ago, many of the same citizens who
make up the present organization of over 150 area
families informally joined forces to oppose another
project which they saw as potentially destructive
to their community. The Department of
Corrections and the City of Richmond had reached
an agreement whereby the city would use over 200
acres of the State Farm as a dump. (This land is
the same section upon which the Corrections
Department proposes to build its new 500-man
prison.)

The group’s steadfast opposition stopped that
one. And had the group failed then, it is unlikely

Group Leaders emphatically stress that the group
is not anti-corrections, but simply ‘‘will face
environmental and quality-of-life problems that
may affect the scenic, historic, architectural,
agricultural, or ecological integrity of Powhatan.’’

Activities on their present project to date have
been to institute letter-writing campaigns to solicit
support from candidates for political office, to run
questionnaires in local papers, to begin an
environmental impact study, and to investigate
legal channels, trying to prevent what before had
appeared as a fait accompli. The group has
presented its case before the Powhatan Board of
Supervisors, and in doing so, may have set a |
minor precedent: a unanimous vote of the five-
man body -to commit $5,000 to the County’s
attorney so he can prepare litigation against the
Department of Corrections to stop further |
expansion of the corrections center.

The Commonwealth Times/October 11-17, 1977
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The group, too, has counsel of its own in Patrick
McSweeney, a Richmond lawyer living in Pow-
hatan. He will seek out legal prohibitions if the
group’s appeals are not looked upon favorably by
the state.

One question the group wants answered more
than any other is, “"Why Powhatan?’’, especially
when seven other southside counties have asked
for such a facility, and two were even willing to
give the necessary land to the state. In responses
which mention that ‘‘the decision has been
made,’’ state officials cite that the state already
owns 2700 acres in Powhatan and that the location
is close to Richmond, where medical attention for
the inmates would be easily available. In the past
when the corections department wanted a meat
processing plant, a 100-man facilitiy, a 160-man
facility, a 432-man trailer annex, a regional

B s : %
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formed to face environmental and quality-of-life problems
affecting Powhatan County’s integrity.

For some time, Powhatan County has had more
prisoners than any other Virginia county. Most of
Powhatan’s citizens have lived with the Correc-
tions Department as good neighbors. As a matter
of fact, the Concerned Citizens of Powhatan did
not have its origins in this most recent conflict.
Three years ago, many of the same citizens who
make up the present organization of over 150 area
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acres of the State Farm as a dump. (This land is
the same section upon which the Corrections
Department proposes to build its new 500-man
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one. And had the group failed then, it is unlikely
there would have been any organized effort today:
Group Leaders emphatically stress that the group
is not anti-corrections, but simply ‘“‘will face
environmental and quality-of-life problems that
may affect the scenic, historic, architectural,
agricultural, or ecological integrity of Powhatan.”

Activities on their present project to date have
been to institute letter-writing campaigns to solicit
support from candidates for political office, to run
questionnaires in local papers, to begin an
environmental impact study, and to investigate
legal channels, trying to prevent what before had
appeared as a fait accompli. The group has
presented its case before the Powhatan Board of
Supervisors, and in doing so, may have set a
minor precedent: a unanimous vote of the five-
man body to commit $5,000 to the County’s
attorney so he can prepare litigation against the
Department of Corrections to stop further |
expansion of the corrections center. A
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Five corrections department facilities have been built in the
last few years and each new one becomes a basis for arguing
later that still others should be located in the complex.

What will prevent the area from becoming a penal colony?
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medical facility and a bachelor officers’ quarters,
it decided to add them to the Powhatan complex.
All of these projects have been built in the last few
years and each new facility becomes a basis for
arguing later that still others should be located in
the complex, group members claim. Concerned
citizens add that if convenience is the primary
justification for locating in Powhatan, what is to
prevent even further expansion of prison facilities
there until the area is literally a penal colony?

Group president Carson L. Tucker commenteaq,
““We accept the fact that every citizen must
shoulder a part of the state’s onerous tasks and
have no desire to put the Department of
Corrections out of the prison business. We
simply want out fair share of the burdon, but no
more.”” Everyone has that illusive point beyond
which he will tolerate no more. The State of
Virginia just may have helped the members of this
little group find theirs. w R

Page 11

)



The group, too, has counsel of its own in Patrick
McSweeney, a Richmond lawyer living in Pow-
hatan. He will seek out legal prohibitions if the
group’s appeals are not looked upon favorably by
the state.

One question the group wants answered more
than any other is, “Why Powhatan?’’, especially
when seven other southside counties have asked
for such a facility, and two were even willing to
give the necessary land to the state. In responses
which mention that ‘’the decision has been
made,”’ state officials cite that the state already
owns 2700 acres in Powhatan and that the location
is close to Richmond, where medical attention for
the inmates would be easily available. In the past
when the corections department wanted a meat
processing plant, a 100-man facilitiy, a 160-man
facility, a 432-man trailer annex, a regional
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arguing later that still others should be located in
the complex, group members claim. Concerned
citizens add that if convenience is the primary
justification for locating in Powhatan, what is to
prevent even further expansion of prison facilities
there until the area is literally a penal colony?

Group president Carson L. Tucker commented,
‘“We accept the fact that every citizen must
shoulder a part of the state’s onerous tasks and
have no desire to put the Department of
Corrections out of the prison business. = We
simply want out fair share of the burdon, but no
more.’”’ Everyone has that illusive point beyond
which he will tolerate no more. The State of
Virginia just may have helped the members of this
little group find theirs. Yo%
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- Atthe Races

By Koz-Mik Funnke
Times Travel Editor

WATKINS GLEN, NEW YORK—
OCTOBER 3—The dark, heavy clouds
can hardly be seen at night. It is cold,

damn cold. And wet. The mud oozes—anywhere from a thin slick covering on
the roadway surface to abundant slimy, sticky, debilitating crap.

The damin monsoon season must be approaching. The rain has poured all
week, matched in its volume only by the huge numbers of blind but
enthusiastic bastards who arrived last weekend for the race here.

Last night the rain poured constantly and abundantly, as though someone
had turned on'a mammoth Water Pik shower massage in the sky.. Meanwhile,
the crazed geekst destroyed, mangled, and burned between seven and thir-
teen vehicles that failed to survive the challenge of THE BOG. Ironically, the
local law enforcement goon squad is unable to determine the actual number of
cars which were mutilated last night, much less identify the geeks responsible
for the debacle.

THE BOG, for all you uninitiated buffoons, is a valley area located msnde
the grand prix race course here, closer to the lower loop of the track.

The object, say the idiots who control it, is to take one’s vehicle down one
side of a hill, attempt to make it through the swamplike terrain of THE BOG,
and then wind up somewhere on the other side of the hill. =

If you can’t survive, then tough shit. You lose. And losing is the name of
the game.

Everyone loses here. Even the winner. For, in a sorry place like this, with
winter arriving in early October, when the temperature drops to the low
forties at night, there is'no way to win, much less survive. What a stark,
god-forsaken place to be. Why? Why me?

The editor said he wanted a travel
piece on an American pastime:
Racing. Automobile Racing. “‘It will

be a good time,”’ he promised me in a soothing voice. Actually, my memory
of that time frame remains somewhat sketchy, since he had casually pumped
me full of demonic dexedrine, exotic liquor, and a miniscule scrap of
blotter. And my actions reflect my state of mind.

The press kit heralded it as ‘‘The Toyota Grand Prix of the United States.”’
Austrian Niki Lauda was expected to win the world championship here; Mario

1 Geek: n.; prob. from English dialect geek, geck fool, from Low German
geck,from Middle Low German: a carnival performer often billed as a wild
man whose act usu. includes biting the head off a live chicken or snake.

Andretti was supposed to win the race. And everyone was supposed to have a
‘good time.

But it was so damn wet, cold, and miserable it was impossible for anyone
but the flaming geeks to have a good time. That’s what I really wanted to
know: was everyone having Fun?

But, on a more philosophical note, what exactly is fun? Apparently to the
matching silver-jacket, Kodak Instamatic highspeed set which descended on
this tourist trap last week like lemmings to an‘ocean of mud, it was sex (first
and foremost), drugs (which actually should be placed first), and violence
(which is the preocupation of so many).

Ah...but I know what the real reason is...why so many fools drop into this
hamlet like milk from a cow’s udder....They are gore-addicted. Just like at
Indy, Daytona, Road Atlanta, Long Beach, Lime Rock, and Mosport, they
come for the gore—the blood, the flames, the exploding tanks of gasoline, as
sleek, formula one racers slam head-on into metal and concrete barriers at
speeds upwards of 200 mph.

Six-speed gearboxes and flat twelve cylinder Alfa Romeo engines redlining
at 10,800 pump them full of speed; $15,000 bodies composed of flimsy
fiberglas and tiny steel tubing give them their shape; and Balls test the
driver’s intelligence and guts as they strap themselves into the jetlike cockpits
and race through the eleven turns of the 3.3 mile course while death waits
patiently at every corner.

And, along with death, loom the geeks. Smiling, taking snapshots with
Instamatics and SX-70s, they are there to take home a piece of the
action....*‘Oh, and this, Buddy and Sis, is Mario Andretti’s head, complete
with helmet intact, after he was decapitated on a guardrail as his car burst
into flames, enveloping him in blistering, white heat.”’

I don’t know who really won the race
on Sunday, although I am told by the
drunken, drug-ravaged crowds of peo-

ple straggling along the roadside Sunday night that some limey won it driving
something that looked like a modified Marlboro box on wheels. I am aware
that the reliability of drug addicts as sources is questionable, at best.

All I know is that the cars made nice trails as they zipped by, with a loud
screaming noise not unlike the sound of a squadron of F-4 Phantoms in the
midst of a neutron bombing run over Richmond.

It was like a nightmare. The swirling colors, intermingled with the noise of
the cars, the howls of the crowd (‘‘Mario...Mario...”’) and the pelting wet,
slimy, cold rain mixing with the mud in a quagmire of slime, was only a
background to the monotonous voice of Chris Econimacke hustling the
Penthouse pets present in between long blasts of car and driver positions in
the race.

Jesus...this is rambling on worse than Billy Graham espousing the wit and
wisdom of Richard Milhous Nixon....

I have to stop this monologue before I have a seizure, and before the
raving idiot of an editor come after me with a meat cleaver, threatening to rip
out my lungs and gizzard to serve them up for breakfast.

Suffice it to say that at the Grand Prix of the United States (a questionable
title since most of the crowd are foreigners), there were more than 500 arrests
made, 7-13 cars destroyed in THE BOG, and one fool arrested for sexually
abusing a woman after climbing into her car in search of sexual release from
the madness. A limey won the race; an Austrian won the championship.

Oh, I forgot.. the 100,000 plus geeks who attended the awesome spectacle
had Fun. %
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wo Views
Of Three

Women

By Christy Donohoo

Depressing weekend for the female playgoer.
On Thursday night | eavesdropped on three
emotionally crippled sisters, and on Saturday |
was force-fed a fat-free diet of cliches about three
shallow cheerleaders. Stage Center presented
Paul Zindel’s And Miss Reardon Drinks a Little
at the Empire Theatre, while the Virginia
Museum Theatre is running Vanities by Jack
Heifner through October 22.

| know what you’re saying—1| have some nerve
complaining, right? There are so few plays
where women are the central characters that |
ought to be overjoyed that this theatrical season
is beginning with two shows focusing on the
“‘female experience.”” Well, thanks, but no
thanks. | want more.

Miss Reardon is the lesser offender. Let me
start there. Zindel invites us into Catherine and
Anna Reardon’s apartment just after Anna has
suffered a nervous breakdown. Catherine and
Anna are old maid school teachers (just like the
card game). Anna has gone off the brink of her
lonely, loveless life by crying in her Chem classes
and propositioning one of her male students.
Catherine is drowning her despair in alcohol and
sarcasm. Enter big sister Ceil, a superintendent
with the Board of Ed. Anna’s antics have
become embarrassing for Ceil, so she’s come to
dinner to discuss putting Anna away. The three
go round for round, disclosing bits and pieces of
the childhood that produced their pain. A

. dominating, sexually repressed neurotic of a
mother is (of course) at the root of all their
problems. (In® these post-Freudian days the
butler is no longer the culprit; Mama did it.) A
tactless, intruding couple succeeds in breaking
down the last thin pretense of love among the
three sisters. In the end all the hate and jealousy
of sibling rivalry is laid bare. Despair is all that’s
left. Anna is headed for insanity. Catherine is
headed for dereliction, Ceil is headed for the
empty life of the cold-fish, neutered bureaucrat.
Three ‘‘female eunuchs.”’

The play is well-written:  witty, biting, but
never really touching. Although Katherine
Tracy, Susan Quinnild and Mary Graham are all
competent actresses, | never believed in the
‘better’” days when they were all just starting
out in teaching. They were unable to make me
remember the love they once shared around
Mama’s table. Maybe it was because Zindel
can’t remember that love.
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Alice Eliot, Mary McTique, Ellen Toble-Joanne, Kathy and Mary in VMT’s season opener, Vanities.

And what is the result of this existential
evening (not unlike a condensed version of
George and Martha’s evening in Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf)? After coming face to face with
grim reality are the sisters then able to break out
of their destructive patterns? Do they quit their
jobs2 Become happy sanitation workers? Go into
analysis? Zindel implies not. We are led to
believe that they just continue to continue,
powerless to change their lives.

I admit it. | resent this man’s psychological
probe of three women. Is this his view of women
without men—Ilonely, love-starved, bitter, and
powerless?  And | am not saying that it’s
impossible for a man to write authentically about
women. (Novelist Tom Robbins pulls it off
brilliantly.) | am saying, however, that it is very
rare and very difficult, especially when dealing
with such peculiarly female subjects as mother/
daughter relationships, the fear of men and rape,
and frigidity. | just wish Zindel would have given
his characters a little more credit. After all, they
are three intelligent, though disturbed, women.
They are capable of more.

But at least Zindel’'s women are flesh and
blood (although lacking in guts). Heifner shows
us three cut-out paper dolls in Vanities. We
follow Joanne, Kathy, and Mary through three
brief acts, first as high school cheerleaders, then
college sorority sisters, and finally meeting for
champagne six years after college graduation.

Heifner deliberately shows us stereotypes.
These women are meant to represent three
particular kinds of women. Joanne and Mary are
the extremes. Joanne is the prudish teenager
who is saving herself for her ultimate goal of
marriage and children happily ever after. Mary
is the promiscuous girl who becomes, in the
playwright’s view, a high-class hooker. Kathy is
in the middle. The enthusiastic organizer of pep
rallies and proms, she is the only one who
changes in the course of the play.

The show seems so dated that it's hard to

believe that it was nominated for best play of the
New York Drama Critics last year, and is still
running off Broadway. Heifner claims to have an
open mind about all three women. He says, “I
have not said any of them is wrong.”” But
Joanne, as played by Alice Elliot, has no
redeeming features. From her sickly, fawning
admiration of her friends to her refusal to accept
any lifestyle different from her own, she is a
narrow, degraded baby machine, who consents to
sex only for the purpose of propagation. Mary
is denigrated by the author because she likes sex
for sex’s sake. She doesn’t have to be in love
with her bed partners. (Where was Heifner
during the sexual revolution?) As played by
Ellen Tobie at VMT, Mary comes off as a
shallow, cruel hussy. Little is made of the fact
that she is the only one of the three with the
strength and ingenuity to make it on her own.

Kathy is obviously Heifner’s favorite. She quits
her job as a P.E. teacher to read a lot and rethink
her life. She is looking for more, the playwright
tells us. But how does she manage this? By
becoming a kept woman, living off a man. Big
deal! Mary McTique as Kathy gives us little
indication that she is any better than the others.

| got the impression she could spend the rest of
her life living off her sugar daddy and rethinking
her life, :

I 'was also terribly disappointed by the
portrayal of the friendship between the three
women. A life-long relationship among women
would much more realistically involve greater
emotional intimacy, physical affection, and gen-
uine caring. Heifner shows us a superficial
friendship culminating in outright cruelty to
Joanne. Opfice cagain | was irked by a male
playwright’s’ View of female relationships. = He
stereotyped us, pigeion-holes us and sentences
us to petty existences. Who died and left Jack
Heifner as the judge of womankind?

Just two things left to say: Give us a break.
And women playwrights, where are you? ¥ Y
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Al LVENING

OF DIVERSION)
AID DELIGHTS

By Randy Taylor

Although we came to see Vincent Price, we
were all soon convinced that we were, indeed, as
the program stated, in ‘‘a rather modest concert
hall on the rue de la Pepiniere’’ in Paris, France.
The year is 1899, the last year of Oscar Wilde’s
life, and we are about to be lectured by the man
who has been called ‘‘the greatest self-conscious-
ly deliberate master of the Art of Conversation
who has talked the English language.”’

Just then the house lights dimmed and a
strange sounding voice came boeming out from
stage left in a peculiar language that most of us
assumed must be French. Then from the same
area a rather large and stately figure entered the
stage and approached the footlights. Peering out
into the- audience he declared, “My name is
Oscar Fingal O’Flahertie Wilde.”” And, thus, the
deception began.

And for the benefit of those of us who may still
have harbored some doubts about who we were
really seeing on stage, he tells us, ““You came to
see Oscar Wilde in the wicked flesh and here you
have him. If | should appear to you less than the

Prince of Darkness, have no misgivings. For |

promise not to lead you astray into the paths of
virtue.”’

As if this were not enough to shock the most
dubious among us, this tall, broad, thick-set,
slow-moving man with bloodless, clean shaven,
. coarse-skinned face and thick purple-tinged sen-
sual lips continues, ‘“And if not the Prince of
Darkness, what else would you have me?
Drunken? Debauched? This rather large figure
of noteriety? Go ahead, look at me, you may
stare. | am yours for the evening as such. A
towering scandal. But | must tell you that
scandals are related only to the hatred of the
people who invent them. Not those attacked.
Thoughts for the evening, dear public, as we
proceed.”’

During the next two hours the spellbound
audience was treated to an extraordinary mono-
logue that ran the gamut of topics on everythin g
from art and philosophy, to religion and morality.
The dialogue was full of humorous one-liners and
anecdotes, most of which were actually the words
of Oscar Wilde. As Mr. Price later confided
backstage, ‘I think 85 percent is Wilde himself,
and 15 percent is Gay (the playwright). But Gay
pushed it all together to make it work.”’

Diversions and Delights is the perfect vehicle
for the rebirth of the wit and witticisms that
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made Oscar Wilde the most legendary and
controversial figures of his time—a time crowded
with people like Bernard Shaw, Max Beerbohm,
Audrey Beardsley and the redoubtable Whistler.
Just as the eccentric Wilde made it his mission in
life to break down the rigid rules of behavior and
ethics of the late Victorian era, so does the
character of Oscar Wilde as portrayed by Vincent

_Price seem to strike a blow for the libertarian that

lurks within us all. Indeed he seems to have
something to say to everyone.

Being the perfect gentleman that he was,
Wilde elaborates on the subject of morality by
saying, ‘‘No, as far as I'm concerned, good
manners are far more important than good
morals. Any preoccupation with the idea of what
is right or wrong in conduct shows an arrested
intellectual development.”’

Wilde defines morality as ‘‘the attitude we
adopt toward the people we dislike.”” He then
declares his own personal position concerning
morality by stating, ‘‘I do not believe we are sent
into the world to air our own moral prejudices. |
never take notice of what common people say and
I never interfere with-what charming people do.’’

For those would-be saints among us, Wilde has
this to say: ‘‘Let us please forget the martyrs and
send forth only missionaries. They are the
divinely provided food for destitute and underfed
cannibals.”’

The First Act continued with the delightful
humor and sometimes biting sarcasm of Oscar
Wilde. And Vincent Price was the perfect
musician whose timing and delivery were so good
that not a single line was lost between the
laughter and applause.

As noted in the program, "‘Mr. Wilde is
suffering from an infection of the inner ear as
well as other maladies.”” Although Wilde vainly
tries to continue the frivolity that abounded in the
First Act, the narcotic affect of the absinthe he
has been consuming throughout the play makes
this difficult. Painful memories as well as the
physical pain he is suffering begin to become too
much for him, and this once-proud man allows
himself to become naked before his audience. It
is here that we first learn of the tragic events that
caused Wilde to fall from the pinnacle of success
to the pits of public disgrace.

It is with good reason that the character of
Oscar Wilde in Diversions and Delights displays
his bitterness. In a paticularly moving passage he
describes his trial for homosexuality with his
usual eloquence: ‘‘There, in that courtroom....
vengeance...vengeance had awakened and loos-

.ened his dogs upon the world.

Photos ‘courtesy of American Conservatory Theatre

The author was recently in San Francisco, where he had the
opportunity to see The American Conservatory Theatre’s
production of Diversions and Delights. The play comes to
Washington’s Ford Theater on Oct. 15. It will play until the
30th.

““For what? For the love that dare not speak its
name; That’s what they call it. A deep affection...
as pure as it is perfect. And so misunderstood
that | was placed in prison. Condemned before |
was tried. The trial itself a farce. The judge
stated that he was sorry that he could not send
me to the scaffold. Oh, yes. The scaffold. For
that love that dare not speak its name.””

Although Diversions and Delights was in
production long before the Anita Bryant contro-
versy, it seems appropriate that the story of Oscar
Wilde should be told today. However, the theme
of the play is not Wilde’s homosexuality, but the
triumph of the dignity of a man over the petty
jealousies and resentment of other men.

Thus, we have a glimpse-of the man who was
Oscar Wilde, courtesy of Diversions and De-
lights. So complete is the deception that many
of us in the audience were not even shocked back
into reality by the final curtain. Some of the more
daring among us even wandered timidly back-
stage hoping to catch another giimpse of Mr.
Wilde. Instead, we are greeted by a most
gracious Vincent Price. Some even mistakenly
addressed him as ““Mr. Wilde.”” To the many
thank you’s and other remarks of adulation, Mr.
Price replied, “'Thank you! You were a lovely
audience.”’

Diversions and Delights is now on nationwide
tour and will be playing at Ford’s Theater in
Washington, D.C. from October 15th through the
30th. %
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WANTED

VCU FIGHT SONG

REWARD :$ 150.00

The V.C.U. Fight Song Committee needs your help in providing
our school with a much needed fight song.

We are inviting you to enter a contest that will accomplish this
goal. The winning entry shall receive $150.00.

CONTEST RULES AND REGULATIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:
Your entry must include:

1. The words Virginia Commonwealth University or the initials
V.C.U. (You might also wish to include the school colors (Black
and Gold) and the Mascot (Ram)

2. Words and a melody submitted on music staff paper.

3. Name, address and telephone number.

~ ALL ENTRIES ARE DUE NO LATER THAN OCTOBER 19,
1977 AT 4:30 p.m. IN OFFICE OF STUDENT ACTIVITIES—901
W. FLOYD AVENUE.

Entries will be judged on the following:

% Originality (preference will be given to those melodies that
are original)

v Ease of Crowd Participation (Singable)
¥ Spiritedness
Eligibility

The contest is open to all students/faculty/alumni/staff and
friends of Virginia Commonwealth University.

- All applicants will be notified by mail of the final results by
November 25, 1977.

SO...HERE IT I8!

Grab a friend » Join a group ¥ Do it on your own

Get your' entries in by October 19th, 1977 by 4:30 p.m. to the
Office of Student Activities at 901 W. Floyd Avenue.

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS PLEASE CONTACT:

Terry Blalock — 770-5195
Cindy Butler — 355-9710
Ken Ender — 770-7791
Steve Harvey — 770-6774
Wendy Wadsworth —.358-5874

WHY IS SIGLINDA
STEINFULLER
DEAN OF BEER?

WHY NOT?

Fellow Beer Persons,
Life is full of unanswered questions such as: Is there intelligent life
elsewhere in the universe? And if so, do they wear socks?
In beer, however. there are no unanswered questions. Because there
is only one word for beer. and you know it.
Schlitz.
Therefore, as your Dean of Beer, | suggest you research
the essential rightness of the word for yourself at your next
social function. Or even your next antisocial function.
And please note: The recommended source
material for locating the word can be found in any
phone booth. In other words. look in the Yellow
Pages. Under "Beer”

Thank you. Howard Distributing Co.

ng G
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CommonCents

Don't Sing Blues

Cut Prices on Cuts
Are Around Every Day

By Mary Young

A Commonwealth Times survey
*shows that whether you dig rock,
jazz, classical, or soul music, it
makes sense to shop comparatively
at record shops in Richmond.

Gramophone and Back Alley Disc
are really the only two record shops
within walking distance of the VCU
area. Both are strongest in rock
selections but also have a good deal
of jazz, soul, and classical music.

Gramophone has 25 to 30 albums
on sale weekly. Regularly priced
$5.99 albums go for $4.79 and $5.49
albums go for $3.99.

Sixty percent of the albums on
sale are rock and the rest are either
jazz or soul selections. In addition to
the regular weekly sales, usually 10
WCGOE feature albums are sale-
priced $1 off the regular tag.

A selection of current rock and
soul tapes go on sale there weekly
with prices ranging from 4.79 to
$5.99 as opposed to the $6.66
standard tape price.

Back Alley Disc has weekly sales
in two or three categories. Their
sale prices are usually $1 off the
regular LP price except for on

The C wealth ﬂmes/n b

Top-40 Billboard albums which are
40 cents off the regular price. ;

The Platter Palace on W. Cary
St.—not quite walking distance—
has the lowest price of any store
surveyed on $6.98 list price LPs.
They always cost $4.49. The Palace
is heavy in soul and pop selections
with some jazz and no classical
music. They carry few 8 track tapes
and run a weekly sale highlighting
three to six new releases in which
the sale price is 3.99 for $4.49
regularly-priced LPs.

The ‘Band Box on Broad St.
some classical. Sales are limited to
the time when bands whose records
the Band Box carries come to

perform in town. At this time regular.

$4.99 LPs are reduced to $4.19. The
Band Box carries no current tapes;
only old ones, which sell for $1.99.

Barky's Record Shop on N. First
St.-carries 50 percent spiritual music
with 35 percent rhythm and blues
and 15 percent rock.

Barky’s has weekly sales in which
current albums are priced from
$3.78 to $5.48. Tapes are also on
sale weekly with prices ranging
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from $3.78 to $5.48. Barky's also
carries current 45s for 69 cents and
up :

Walter D. Moses and Co., Inc.,
carry mainly classical and specialty
(musicals and shows) music. Cur-
rent classics there sell for $6.98 and

Photos by Robert Sa der

Classical tape prices range from
$5.95 to $7.95.

The survey found that while The
Platter Palace has the lowest-priced
LP's, Gramophone and Back Alley
Disc have the best specials and
widest assortment of music of all the

economy classics sell for $3.79. stores surveyed. i 57
LP — $7.98 LP — $6.98 8 Track Tape — 8 Track Tape
List Price List Price $7.98 List Price Doubles
Lranpiane 5.99 5.49 6.66-6.99 7.66-10.99
944 W. Grace St. 5 + :
Back Alley Disc
5.99 4.99 5.99 6.99-8.99
409 N. Addison St.
Platter Palace
2929 W. Cary St. 5.99 4.49 6.49 =
Band Box
3rd & Broad St. 4.99 4.99 = =
Barky’s Record Shop
407 N. 1st St. Sl 5.48 3.78-5.78 =
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Backpacking

The " Anybody Can"” Sport

8y Bobbie Harrell

An artist might backpack in search of ‘‘the
perfect scene,”” while the writer and the musician

‘might be looking for reality or tranquility. The

Backpacking is not just for the mountains as
the advocates of that sport know. It is for the
beaches, the cities, the plains, and the farm-
lands.

In fact, it is the most versatile sport available.
Anyone, anywhere can backpack.

The only equipment necessary is a backpack,
which can cost between five to several hundred
dollars, and a pair of comfortable, rain-proof
walking shoes.

The clothes are optionable. Backpackers
caught in the rain often shed their attire and
continue walking. Naturalists have been seen
occasionally backpacking in the nude.

For the more modest participants, however,
the clothing depends upon the climate and the
area. High altitude adventurers would probably
prefer to carry a ski mask and snowshoes while a
beachcomber would only need a swimsuit and
sancals

The rest of the backpack might contain other
necessary paraphernalia such as food, matches,
cigarettes (legal or otherwise), and a flashlight.

Backpacking itself is more of a venture than a
truly defined sport. Competition is not necessa-
rily an ingredient, and there is no ‘‘backpacker of
the year.”’

There is, however, one basic characteristic of
all backpackers: the need and/or desire to keep
moving.

millionaire’s offspring, the big city executive and
the former college student could all be escapists
at heart and a down-and-out person may - be
backpacking out of necessity.

Lone backpackers are as abundant as small
groups. In essence, backpackers know no stereo-
types.

Neither do they know any “‘rules of the game.”’
There is no set season, set time, or set place to
backpack. Winter backpacking is as popular as
summer, and nighttime backpacking can be as
enjoyable as that performed in daylight.

Isolationists can keep to woodlands with only
animals for companionship. Other adventurers,

however, can keep to the interstate highways and -

city streets. Local backpackers seem to prefer the
Blue Ridge Mountains and describe at great
length the changing color of the leaves, cool
mountain nights, and “‘breath-taking’’ sunrises.
There is an outing club at VCU for interested

students in need of adventure or guidance and"

various organizations have held backpacking
retreats. Psychiatrists have even recommended
backpacking as an outlet for group therapy
sessions.

But the best part about backpacking, according
to one VCU student, is that the backpacker who

gets tired of sleeping in ditches or under trees
and of eating smoke-flavored or cold food can
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stop at a farmhouse and barter his
energy for a meal and a bed.

talents or
*

Illustrations by Mike Wilson
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VCU’s women’ s
_ team powered its way to victories

_University of North Carolina--
_ Greensboro, on the latter’s home
_court September 30. ,

Led by Debbie Blanton and
Mary Skinner, the Rams whipped
,State 15-2 and 15-10, and then

{ ats at the hands of Hnward
niversity and the University of
land last month, was not
_ off on the expressed-
going to the national
as Vegas in December.
, he. games (against UNC and
NC State) showed that we had
_ improved our serving techniques
_and that our spikers were at
almost top efficiency,’’ said Coach
 Judy Newcombe.
'We have a 7-2 record now,
__and, because our bench is stron-
ger, | feel we'll add at least 7
wins during October. All we
need to keep the team winning is
to have Franklin Street gym filled
with student backers.’’

,Tennis

_ The VCU women'’s tennis team
defeated Randolph-Macon 8-1 on
- September 29. That brought the
team's record to two wins against
one loss. On Tuesday, October
11, the Rams meet Christopher
Newport at Newport News, and
then on Sunday, October 16, the
team will join with members of
the faculty for a mixed doubles
 match against Randolph-Macon
~ at Ashland.
 Becky Nierle will team up with
_ Dr. Bob Davis (Phys. Ed. dept.)
_for the number one spot. Heidi
_ Markel and Phil McLaughlin
(Special Ed) will play number
two. Kelley Watkins and Dr*
George Dintiman (chairman,
Phys. Ed.), number three. Thelma
Loehr and Jude Pennington
1y "d;) numberfour Down-

voﬂeybaﬂ ;

_ over North Carolina State and the

and Catberme Murphy and Bob

 Fagg (deveiopment ass:stant)

number six.
The matches beginat 200 p.m.

Cheerleaders
It may sound like Mission:Im-
possible, but head basketball
coach Dana Kirk is hoping to
form a cheerleading squad of 20
_ female students. The rest of the
committee which is organizing
the clinics and tryouts, however,
is thinking more in terms of ten
females.

But, no matter what the num-
ber, a cheerleading squad is

being formed through the joint
efforts of the Student Activities

Office and the Athletic Depart-

ment

“‘It’s getting started for basket~
ball,” said Dale Russell, one of
the students organizing the pro-
gram, ““and hopefully will go on
[for other sports].”’

Russell; Nancy Kane, assxstant ‘

co-ordinator of Student Actw‘nes
Tricia Price, a VCU student;
Lewis Mills, athletic director; and
Kirk are presently interviewing
possible judges for the tryouts
scheduled for Oct. 24 and 26.

The try-outs will be held 7-9:00
p.m. in the Old Gym. Cheer-
leading clinics will be held on
Oct. 19 and 20 and applications
must be turned into the Student
Activities Office located at 901
Floyd Ave. by Oct 21

Golf

* The Rams golf team finished
15th in the fourth annual James

Madison University lInvitational
Tournament on October 2. Twen-

ty three teams participated in the
54-hole event.

Virginia Tech took first place
with 1142 points. The University
of Mary! ' was <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>