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Mark Christian Thom pson,  Black Fascisms: African 

American Literature and Culture Between the Wars. 

(Charlottesvi l le : U n iversity of Virg in ia  Press, 2007) . X, 
232 pp. ,  $1 9.50 paper. 

I n  How Bigger Was Born, Richard Wright described the 
pol it ical  choice ava i lab le to you ng b lack men l i ke B igger Thomas 
as being between com m u n ism and fascism . A p lethora of recent 
scholarsh ip  from crit ics l i ke Barbara Foley, James Smeth u rst, and 
Wi l l iam Maxwel l  has articu lated the complex relat ionsh ip  between 
b lack and red in the fi rst half of the twentieth centu ry. Mark 
Christian Thompson's B lack Fascisms begi ns to exp lore the other 
half of Wright's b inary, traci ng the uses of fascist ideology i n  the 
work of Marcus Garvey, George S .  Schuyler, Claude McKay, Zora 
Neale H urston, and Richard Wright. 

Thompson conscious ly d istances his subject from twentieth­
centu ry Eu ropean fascism, argu i ng for the fascist lean i ngs of black 
writers, as "a posit ive form of black pol i t ical engagement" (2 1 ) , a 
negation of Marxism with i n, rather than outside, the b lack rad ical  
trad ition .  The va lue  of th is  approach is  that we come to u nderstand 
fascist tendencies as an  organ ic  featu re of the evol ut ion of b lackness 
with i n  Western rac ia l ized capita l ism . L ike Cedr ic Robinson i n  
Black Marxism, Thompson takes a long view of b lack pol it ical  
development, which a l lows him to u nderstand fascist tendencies i n  
m id-centu ry Afr ican American l i teratu re a n d  cu ltu re a s  more than 
just a response to events in Germany and Ita ly. Taken together, 
Black Marxism and Black Fascisms provide a braci ng corrective to 
the Cold  War orthodoxy that describes Afr ican American pol i tics 
as the struggle between l i beral i ntegrat ion and conservative 
separatism . 

Thompson he lps to re-orient our  u nderstand ing of the Har lem 
Renaissance and Afr ican American writi ng in the 1 930s by putti ng 
Marcus Garvey (who procla imed, "We were the fi rst fascists")  
and what Tony Marti n ca l ls " Li terary Garveyism" at the center 
of h i s  study. Despite h i s  tremendous popu lar ity with Afr ican 
Americans, Garvey has usua l ly been relegated to the margi ns 
of African American cu ltu ral h istory. Readi ng canon ical  Afr ican 
American l i terary figu res through the lens of Garvey's notion of 
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black l iberation helps to compl icate those figu res and make sense 
of aspects of the i r  work that have been. difficu l t  to assi m i l ate to 
trad it ional  cr it ical parad igms. The readi ngs of McKay's Harlem: 
Negro Metropolis, Hu rston's Moses, Man of the Mountain, and 
Wright's The Outsider a l l  not on ly advance Thompson's thes is  they 
also enhance our  u nderstand ing of those authors. 

Black Fascisms also expands the geo-pol it ical context of 
Afr ican American l i teratu re between the wars. The i nf luence of 
the 1 935 Ita l ian  i nvasion of Eth iopia on Garveyism and Hu rston's 
idea l izat ion of Haiti i n  Tell My Horse push the analys is of black 
fascism i nto the black d iaspora and help to create a broader b lack 
u nderstand i ng of McKay's engagement with the Soviet U n ion and 
Wright's fasci nation with French existentia l i sm.  

The book's one weak spot is  i ts  concl usion, which j umps 
ahead to the 1 960s and the B lack Arts Movement. The d iscussion 
of Am i ri Baraka fai l s  to take the fu l l  trajectory of Baraka's career 
i nto accou nt and Thompson's treatment of anti-Sem itism doesn't 
r ise above tru ncated after-thought. 

Black Fascisms i s  an i mportant contri bution to our u nderstand i ng 
of Afr ican American pol i t ics, cu l tu re, and l i teratu re i n  the fi rst ha lf  
of the twentieth centu ry. 

Thom pson I I I ,  J. Phi l l ip,  Double Trouble : Black 
Mayors, B lack Communities, and the Cal l  for a Deep 
Democracy. (Oxford : Oxford U niversity Press, 2006) . 
X i i ,  338 pp.,  $29.95 hardcover. 

I n  Double Trouble, Thompson wrestles with the confl ict of the 
viabi l i ty of B lack elected offic ia ls  successfu l ly  lead i ng major U .S .  
cit ies and  rema in i ng accou ntable to the " B lack poor." Thompson 
asserts the strategy of deep p lu ra l ism . . .  "how margi nal  groups are 
to ach ieve power i n  competit ive struggles with other groups wh i le  
sti l l  str ivi ng for a pol it ics of  common good .'" The work provides 
a wealth of knowledge concern i ng i nner city pol i tics s i nce the 

1 Thompson, 200 6 :  2 7. 
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