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BEFORE YOU GO BACK TO SCHOOL,
TAKE A MINUTE TO TAKE THIS TEST.

1. You finally get a date with that
knockout in your Political Science
class, you're going out in 15 min-
utes and you've got $2.59 in your
pocket. What do you do?

A. Borrow $10 from your room-
mate (that brings the grand

2. In a moment of genuine insanity,
you fork over a $50 down payment
on a new watch for that certain
someone. The check should be
bouncing any minute now. What
do you do?

A. Sell Blood.

3.1t’s 3 a.m., you've been up all
night cramming for finals when
suddenly the munchies attack.
Dial-A-Pizza is open, the banks
are closed and you're flat broke.
What do you do?

A. Borrow $5 from your room-

total to $84.50). B. Consider a part-time job. mate (bringing the grand total
B. Spend the evening at Burger C. Consider a full-time job. to $89._50). .
Chef. ; D. Go directly to the Cash Flow B. Break into the candyled yarms
C. Call off the whole thing and telle at b and s hor left Ic()ver from Mom’s care
drop Poli Sci. $50 from savings to checking. S DACRagE
D. Stop by the 24-hour Cash C. Hold out fo;}pow.dered eggs
Flow * teller in the Hibbs when the cafeteria opens.
Building and get the cash D. Dash over to the Cash Flow
you need. teller at Hibbs.

4. You're in the weekly poker game.
It’s five-card stud and you're hold-
ing three ladies. The clown across
the table just raised your bet,
you're out of chips and you think
he’s bluffing. What do you do?

A. Fold.

B. Cheat.

C. Put up your '79 Fiat.

D. Excuse yourself from the
table, cut out for the Hibbs
Building and get the cash to
call his bluff.

5. Tickets for the Dire Straits con-

cert go on sale first thing in the

morning. It’s 10 p.m. now and

there’s already a line. If you don't

get some money fast you'll be

sitting up in the rafters. What do

you do?

A. Sell your books.

B. Find a scalper and pay the
price.

C. Forget the concert and wait for
the “live” album.

D. Grab your sleeping bag and
Cash Flow card and drop by
Hibbs on your way.

6. It’s Sunday, mid-terms are over,
and everybody’s heading for the
mountains. Everybody but you,
unless you come up with some
cash in a hurry. What do you do?
A. Stay home with a cold six-pack.
B. Forget it. Your roommate cut

you off at $89.50. :
C. Sell your roommate’s books.

D. Cash Flow at Hibbs, one more
time.
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(OllEGE CAMPUS COMMENTS

“‘THE purpose of the Student Government organization is to maintain and strengthen a democratic relationship
between the student body and the faculty, and to provide freedom in individual and group action as long as that

action contributes to the welfare of the college. "’

Richmond Professional Institute,
College of William and Mary

Wigwam, 1950

LOCAL SCENE LACKS CONTINUITY

THE Commonwealth Times is approach-
ing its tenth anniversary. In the fall of
1969, Richmond Professional Institute’s
Proscript, a twice-weekly magazine, gave
way to this: VCU’s potpourri. The days of
college protest are over for the present,
and we aren’t exactly the activist students
of yesteryear. We aren’t so apathetic that
we don’t notice the university either, like
the Commonwealth Times of a few years
ago. No, we walk some thin line between
immersion in the baseness of school
politics, to a little more diffuse look at
what’s around us—nothing less than
everything urban, the beauty and the
mess. Staffs of the Commonwealth Times’
past share this dilemma with us: which
way to lean, what to cover, what the
readers want. It’s not a breeze, and we’re
often in the middle of controversy, but we
are still here—thriving like weeds in
parking lots.

The threat of activism is gone, and that
legacy of VCU’s past may be diminishing:
Perhaps VCU’s" image ‘has transcended
‘‘Hippie University,”’ and is rising to more
sophisticated heights with a_buzzline on
concerns for the eighties. Things are
mellow here, with cool jazz and the elegant
charm of disco wisping through the halls of
dormitories. Students daily come closer to
the legendary ‘‘New Era of Respect-
ability,”’ leaving behind the fishy rejection
of American values of a decade ago,
instead embracing the unharnessed power
of the uninhibited human will. Even the
Commonwealth Times has lost its radical
punch, and now is merely an annoyance
through the chain-mail defense of the
university elite, those policy-making stan-
dard bearers of charm and discreet social
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manners destined to knock the socks off
our contemporary expression. = It’s all
faded to a dull thud on campus. The
Physical Plant workers are finally taking it
easy for a change, and frankly, we're so
bored we don’t know what to do with
ourselves. :

_While there may be a large collection of
reading material in the library, the drunks
and fights and police assaults on Grace
Street are prolific examples of a faceless
temper in the human soul, blind aggres-
sion flamed by hot spirits on the street-
corner. No, this is not your blind interpre-
tation of what goes on anywhere, this is not
like fountain water ladled down your
throat. These are the confused ravings of a
typewriter-addicted wretch with an abun-
dance of time....Thinking of the hot nights
and fights on Grace Street, of student life
for students whose heads are reeling with
the frenzy of youth, of all the potential for
human expression in a twisted Grace Street
bar crowd.

This is the environment VCU grew up in,
in all its squalor, with filthy insects
crawling up the arms of malnourished and
mistreated children with guilty conscien-
ces. This is the urban chaos mandated us
by the General Assembly, and the univer-
sity is contemptuous of it. What future is
there in filth, ignorance, street waifs,
gangs, organized crime? The traditional
degenerate VCU youth is being wiped off
the polished slate of academia—and it’s so
clean, we can’t see ourselves because of
the polish.

There really is ivy in front of the
President’s House, and it’s real ivy too, so
look out. We’re in the city, but to hell with
it. We can put up a front, and eventually

believe the rest of it isn’t there, right?
Erect a 10-foot wall and post VCU police as
sentries, armed with atomic rifles with
infrared sights. This is the environment of
some kind of security, honey; they’ll mop
up the drunks, and give the iron fist to the
fighters. To hell with crime. We’ll have
this morality enforced, goddamn it! Well,
we can just walk over to B&T’s Bookstore
on Broad Street and see some grimy
magazines in plastic covers—$10 each.

And plug in a couple of quarters for some

aoi g

o
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Rendered by Jack Moore
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flicking skin, and a few squirts of wisdom,
holy water. This is no two-bit production,
and it’s taken us 10 years to get here—but
it took Grace Street a hell of a lot longer. 1
pity all the art students who aren’t allowed
to experience that depravity close up. We
can have some extravagance, but let’s keep
it social, and not something different. 1
think we students have something to be
proud of, and it’s not our money they want.
I'll take my shirt off and show you my
scars, if you’ll show me yours. Something
you’ll adore, for sure. The tedium of
working on things, this thing will kill your
average drug user in about 10 years, and
we’ll be smoking like a burning tenement.

The confusion is wearing grey skirts. 1
try to remember the last thing I read. It’s

all so boring, and I'm not helping it any. -

Just tired, slinking around looking at what
other people are doing, looking suspicious
so some police officer wants to beat my
head in with a leaden stick, just pound my
brains to a bloody pulp. This is no fiction.
This is the once-civilized man screaming
and foaming with terror at the claws of
useless insignificance tearing his soft belly
with zest....Ho, ho, so you thought I was
some sort of pussy, but I'm nobody’s
fool....Six inch blade...four inch blade...
two inch blade. Shoot to kill...you’ll have to
shoot to kill. The insane gleam, the razor
teeth, the snorting.

Everybody shuts the window and pulls
down the shades. Inside they’re doing I'll
tell not what. They put their hands on his
body. He couldn’t keep still. He quivered.
Their hands tormented him. He was
extremely upset. They took it in, all of it in
their roaring ovens, punishing him for all
of his transgressions. He bastardized their
conventions, tried to give an aura of
respectability to his relentless agitation.
They gave him more than he bargained for.
He cried with the ejaculation of his guilt,
and it was as if he had assimilated grace,
was reborn and become full of new
substance. With maidenhair they wiped
the oil off his feet, and he blessed-them.

Well, we were watching it on television,
and I went to get a beer. Iwiped off the top
and pulled back the tab. A little foam shot
into my palm. I sat next to her, caressing
my typewriter keys, finding them ready to
respond. He had never made love to a
forty-year-old woman before, and he
wondered what it would be like. There was
nothing worse than wasting time, bullshit.

She lit a cigarette, and the smoke curleq "

from her nostril. He gave her a big sloppy
kiss. He opened up the VCU catalog, and
said he had decided on getting a liberal
arts degree at a large urban university,
sequestered from the audacity of city life
like a cemetery. I've got a thatch of ivy

ready for a little academic probing, she
said.

It was cocktail hour in Mad King’s. Jim
always wore his jacket at dinner, whether
ladies were present or not. It was simply
good manners, and he was no uncultured
specimen. He sipped his glass of chablis,
and forked a few tender baby peas into his
mouth, wiping himself meticulously with a
soft cloth napkin. Suddenly he needed to
move his bowels and regurgitate simul-
taineously. He felt paralyzed. The waiter
rushed over and shook him, but it was

oy

already too late...a mess. He expired in
embarrassment. There was great clanking
of forks on plates as other patrons felt their
savage blood calling for an encore. ¥ ¥

g ORIVE s,
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City Council dopts Human Rights Ordinance

In a long-awaited decision, Richmond
City Council changed the city code on May
29 to include a chapter on human rights.
The ordi was first proposed by the
Human Relations Commission last sum-
mer. In its final amended version, the
paper set the city’s policies on human
rights as they pertain to definitions,
housing practices, city contracts, credit
practices and functions of the Human
Relations Commission.

Several citizens and group representa-
tives spoke in favor of the ordinance,
including the Baptist Ministers Con-
ference, the International Association of
Professional Black Firefighters, the Rich-
mond Urban League, the League of
Women Voters, and the Richmond Gay
Rights Association. Most of the speakers
noted the absence of certain parts of the
original paper. Two major categories were
omitted from protected classes—sexual
orientation and ancestry.

Others spoke in opposition to the
proposal, among them Carlton Moffat of

the Chamber of Commerce. Moffat stated
that no need had been displayed for the
measure, and said it would only serve to
hurt small businesses. A representative of
the Retail Merchants Association also
spoke in opposition.

The ordinance passed in a 5-4 vote.

In other business, Council approved the
city budget for the 1979-80 fiscal year,
which includes over $210 million in the
general fund and over $30 million in the
capital improvements fund. Council held
public hearings for the proposed budget-
during the months of April and May.

Cc il Wayland Rennie announced
his plans to leave Council by the end of
August. Rennie noted health factors, his
desire to spend more time with his family
and his real estate business as reasons for
his decision. Rennie represents the sccond
district, which includes part of the Fan.
Council will have the task of appointing a
second district resident to fill that vacancy.

—Suzette Poupore
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Automatic

Cash Flow Bank
Installed In
Hibbs Building

When First and Merchants closed its
branch at the corner of Harrison and Floyd
last year, VCU students were left without a

bank in easy walking - distance. This
situation will change by July 1, when
Virginia National Bank opens a Cash Flow
branch on the first floor of the Hibbs
Building.

Since Cash Flow is a totally mech-
anized banking system, it will be open 24
hours a day, seven days a week. According
to Virginia National’s Marketing Director
Marvin Daniel, the system can handle from
90 to 95 percent of all banking transactions.

Representatives from the bank will be on
campus during Summer Orientation, Ad-
vising, and Registration to open student
accounts. It will take two to three weeks for
new members to recieve the plastic card
necessary to activate the keyboard. To
guard against the use of stolen cards,
members will also have individual identifi-
cation numbers.

To open a checking account, students
must have a $50 minimum balance. There
will be a $2 service charge on accounts with
average monthly balances under $100.

Lou Saksen, VCU'’s director of facilities
planning and construction, cited the unit’s
on-line computer system as its strongest
advantage. This feature enables students
to get an ‘‘up to the minute’’ balance on
their savings or checking accounts by
pushing a button.

Another advantage of the Cash Flow
system is that students will be able to pay
utility bills through the computer. Mem-
bers can withdraw or deposit any amount -
and transfer funds from one account to
another.

Janet Northen, a spokeswoman for
Virginia National’s marketing department,
said the bank was interested in VCU since
" *‘there’s no competition in the Fan.”’

—Terry Atkinson

Duvall Replaces

Furhmann In
Student Affairs

After seven years as an administrator
here, Dr. Steven D. Furhmann has decided
to leave VCU. Dr. William H. Duvall,
associate dean of student services, will
replace Furhmann as assistant to the vice
president for student affairs on July 1.

Furhmann said he is leaving VCU to
“‘walk the Appalachian Trail.”” He also
cited a lack of ‘‘intellectual stimulation’’ at
VCU and in Richmond, a desire to travel

and ‘““to spend some time in the wilder-

ness’’ as reasons for his wanting to leave.
He also said that it was bad for senior
administrators to become dependent on or
dominant in an organization, and that a
change of leadership was necessary.

Furhmann said he was active at VCU as

n ‘‘organizational change agent or gadfly
for change.”” He came to VCU in 1972 as
assistant dean of student life. He has
served as assistant to the vice president for
student affairs for two years, although the
position was not officially created until
the 1978-79 academic year.

While Furhmann has no definite plans
concerning what he will do when he
finishes traveling, he would ‘‘pretty much
always work as an educator.”’

Duvall views his new job as a
‘‘combination of what I have been doing all
along, and some of what Steve did.”’ Some
of the roles that he thinks will be included
in his new job are fiscal administrator for
the office of Student Affairs, key contact
person for the Student Affairs staff, and
liaison between the student affairs division
and the university personnel office.

—Steve Landes

Price To Fill
New Position

The new position of assistant vice
president for academic affairs, approved
by the Board of Visitors at its' May 17
meeting, will be filled by Dr. William C.
Price from the University of Illinois at
Chicago Circle.

According to Vice President for Academ-
ic Affairs, Dr. Wayne C. Hall, the position
was created b ““‘all the demi
support units were transferred to academic
affairs.”” Price will be handling these
services, including admissions, registrar’s
office, university libraries, special ser-
vices, the Center for Improving Teaching
Effectiveness, general studies and audio-
visual services.

Price, who will receive a salary of
$40,000, was chosen from a pool of
approximately 280 applicants, according to
Hall. Hall said the university was looking
for qualifications such as a doctorate, and
teaching and academic experience.

The new academic officer has more than
20 years of experience in education
administration and teaching, with empha-
sis in the areas of admissions and registrar
operations, and in the field of management
of data processing systems.

Before accepting this position, which

The Commonwealth Times/Summer Issue, 1979

begins July 1, Price was director of
admissions and records and associate
professor of education at the University of
Illinois. His previous administrative exper-
ience was gained at the University of
Oklahoma, at the University of Missouri,
and in the public school systems of
Missouri.

—Sue Higginbotham
Library Disposes
Of Books

VCU’s James Branch Cabell Library has
quietly thrown away a number of unwant-
ed, damaged books, according to an
anonymous source.

The source said that two library em-
ployees were directed by another staff
member to ‘‘put the books in crates so they
wouldn’t be seen by anybody.”” The books
were then put into the library’s dumpster.
‘‘The entire dumpster was filled to the rim
with books,”’ the source said.

While the library disposes of books every
year, the source said, it usually sends its
unwanted books to prisons and various
organizations.

Janet McNeil, head of the library’s
collections department, said that the books
disposed of were ‘‘damaged textbooks’
not from the library’s collection. However,
the source said that not all the books were
textbooks and that they did not seem too
damaged to be used, but were just ‘‘old
and boring.”’

—Sue Higginbotham

Other Campuses
Questioning

Own Student
Governments

Questions concerning student govern-
ment are arising on other campuses around
the nation as well as on our own.

According to the National On-Campus
Report, 73 percent of the voting students at
Northwestern University have chosen to
find alternatives to student government.
They elected a candidate who promises to
handle this ‘‘alternative’’ reform more
seriously than he did his campaign. ~

The student government elected last
year at the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son never viewed their responsibility with
any seriousness. Although the ‘‘Pail and
Shovel Party’’ duo is seeking re-election,
many objections have been raised against
these types of humorist officials. This was
made evident recently when a quorum of
the senate called for the impeach of

old government’s judicial branch will
function as a separate operation, Mulherin
will move ahead with more pressing
concerns, like beer sales on campus.
United Press International reports that
Minnesota Twins outfielder Bombo Rivera
didn’t bother to campaign—he didn’t even
accept a nomination—but he got 971
write-in votes in the University of Minne-
sota election for student body president.
Rivera, who probably wasn’t aware of last
week’s elections, got nearly 400 more votes
than two other university students who did
campaign. Rivera was supported by a

group called the Committee for Student
Apathy. Sue Gjemse, who won the election
with 1,158 votes, said Rivera’s showing *‘is
too bad. It shows what a. significant
number of students think about student
government.’’

According to the NOCR, student interest
seems to be improving elsewhere. In April,
Dartmouth held elections for 32 positions
on a newly organized Undergraduate
Council. Ninety-three applicants vied for
these positions in order to form the first
student government in 11 years. And at
Virginia Tech, a recent student govern-
ment write-in campaign for ‘‘Nobody”
received only 2 percent of the vote.

—Catherine D. Stinson

Committee Re-
leases Recom-
mendations For

Health Services

Recommendations for improving the
student health service were released last
month by the Student Health Services
Advisory Committee in its interim
report.

One of its recommendations—increasing
the student health services fee from $29 to
$36—has already been followed up by
action of the University Assembly, which
agreed to the increase at its last meeting.

Steve Furhmann, assistant to the vice
president for student affairs, and chairman
of the committee at the time the report was
released, said that while there was
‘‘considerable support for an improved
health service,”’ the other recommend-
ations were now at a ‘‘discussion phase,”
and would not be acted on immediately.

The recommendations included employ-
ing a physician to direct a university-wide
service: requiring all full-time students to
enroll in the service (currently, the
enrollment is mandatory only for dorm’
residents on the academic campus, and
full:time medical campus students; encour-
aging other ‘students to enroll; and

their vice-president.

The University of Georgia's Student
President Harold Mulherin not only ran on
an abolitionist platform, but also made
good his campaign promise. The student
government was abolished completely by a
two-to-one margin. Mulherin suggests that
since its power to distribute student fees
has been retracted, the senate has been
‘‘unnecessary’’ and its existence has
presented a ‘‘waste of $36,000."” While the

c rating infirmary services on the
academic campus. S

The 16-member committee has been
meeting since last November, when it was
organized by Vice President for Student
Affairs, Dr. Richard I. Wilson. Dean of
Student Services Phyllis Mable became
chairwoman of the committee this month,
replacing Furhmann, who is leaving the
university July 1.

—Sue Higginbotham
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by Sue Higginbotham

While alumni of VCU may support the
university in many ways—encouraging
promising students to apply here, praising
the university, and pushing the legislature
to give funding—the ‘‘only real measure”’
of their support is ‘‘how much money they
are giving to VCU,” says Director of
Alumni Activities James Dunn.

Dunn runs VCU’s Annual Giving Fund,
where those who give money to the
university are encouraged to continue
contributing year to year.

- Dunn said the annual fund is operated as
if it were 12 separate funds, one for
each of VCU’s schools. Graduates of the
12 schools are encouraged to support their
particular school.

Most of the gifts, Dunn said, are
restricted by the donors ‘‘to a particular
purpose’’ or restricted to use in a particular
school. ‘‘We are required when we accept
a gift to follow the [donor’s] restrictions,”’
Dunn said. ‘‘Money that is restricted to the
schools is spent by the deans; unrestricted
money is spent by the president.”’ Last
year, donors selected about 400 ways for
their money to be used.

Dunn said the money is spent ‘‘through
the usual process of requisitioning, pur-
chasing and auditing’’ as is the rest of
VCU'’s money.

Some donor-placed restrictions cannot
be accepted by the university, Dunn said,
for reasons of legality (placing discrimina-
tory stipulations on the recipient of a
scholarship, for example) or impracticality.
Dunn mentioned one instance when
‘‘someone sent us a check to establish a
law school, and we really weren’t planning
on a law school—and $10 wouldn’t do it,
anyway.”’ In these cases, Dunn said, the
university will talk with donors to ‘‘turn
their contributions into something we can
do.” Because of these talks, Dunn said,
very few contributions have to be returned
to the donor.

Ralph M. Ware Jr., director of develop-
ment for VCU, noted that ‘‘in addition to
money, people want to give us things’’'—
known as ‘‘gifts in kind.”” Dunn said that
the problem here was determining whether
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Donations

A tangible measure
of alumni support

the gifts were of any value to the
university. ‘‘A lot of times people will have
things that mean a lot to them that they
just don’t want to toss...but [are] not
valuable to the university.”’ In this case,
Dunn said, the university will try to direct
the gifts elsewhere.

Ware said that sometimes VCU must
‘‘search out the motives for someone’s
gift...part of our job is to make sure we
don’t get trapped.”” Ware used as an
example some donors who begin to make
large contributions at about the time that
their children are applying for admission to

VCU. Dunn added that ‘‘this doesn’t
happen very frequently’’ and said that in
such cases one ‘‘can’t compromise the
university’s position by taking a gift.”’

Dunn said that alumni who give to the
university must ‘‘recognize that the insti-
tution made some sort of contribution to
the success they’re enjoying’’ and recog-
nize that their own education was funded at
least partially through others’ money.
““Alumni have got to have these kinds of
realizations before they’re inclined to
give,”’ Dunn explained.

The alumni activities office solicits this

money through direct mailings to its
alumni, but Dunn believes other activities,‘
such as the mailing of VCU Magazine to
alumni, may have a greater effect in
drawing donations. ‘‘They cause alumni to
be more aware of the university,”’ he said.

The amount of most cash gifts, according
to Dunn, falls between $10 and $25. The
average gift, however, is $36, since larger
donations cause a skewing in the line.
Dunn said that for the 1977-78 academic
year, 43.4 percent of the gifts went to the
academic campus, 56.6 percent to the
medical campus. Donors gave larger
amounts to the medical campus (72.75
percent of the amount given) than to the
academic campus (27.75 percent).

Dunn said that VCU received $836,000
in donations for 1977-78, a ﬁgure which
excludes the grants and federal funding
that is included in the ‘‘Gifts, Grants, and
Contracts’’ section of the VCU financial
statement. While this figure is only 0.5
percent of the total amount of university
funding, Dunn said it is this money that
‘“‘permits the university to do things that
are innovative and experimental. The
private money of a state institution is what
makes for the great things it can do.”
Dunn mentioned the mass communications
department’s broadcasting equipment and
the participation of business students in
the Emory Games at Atlanta (a yearly
competition for business students spon-
sored by Emory University) as examples of
things that were made possible through
private support.

Like other state-supported colleges,
Dunn said, VCU has only recently begun to
actively seek contributors. The alumni-
giving program was set up in 1971—‘‘a
very new program,’’ Dunn said.

Dunn said that while many private
schools depend on donors for their oper-
ating budgets, state colleges did not begin
to be concerned with donations until about
20 years ago. At the same time, Dunn said,

rivate schools have sought federal dollars.
*‘It’s a balancing-out process,”’ Dunn said.
“It would be very interesting to find a
university that had enough money.”” * ¥
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An Ad Hoc Committee created by the
University Assembly to revise a consti-
tution for a proposed student government
presented the final product to the assembly
June 18. If put into effect this fall, the
constitution and the Academic Campus
Student Association it represents would
replace the present board system under
the Council on University Student Affairs.

The Ad Hoc Committee met twice
weekly from May 14 until June 11 to revise
the constitution. The constitution was first
drafted by a student group known as the
Retreat Task Force, which was assigned
this task by a retreat composed of students
on the academic campus. The document
presented to the University Assembly was
the sevefith draft of the constitution since
first being drafted by the RTF.

Over the five week period the Ad Hoc
Committee met, one controversial topic
was the method of ratification of the
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Demolish Temple

Used in turn, as a Presbyterian church, the Scottish Rite Temple, the Gaslight Theatre and a
cafeteria for VCU, the Temple building recently went through yet another change—demoli-
tion. Temple will be replaced by VCU’s Performing Arts Center, to be completed in 1981.

Committee Presents Revised

Student Government Constitution

| To University Assembly

Ad Hoc Committee Chairwoman Terry Atkinson
listens as Dr. Ives Townsend raises

" a point during debate.

by Steve Landes

document. The committee finally agreed
on the statement that ‘‘this constitution
shall become effective upon approval by:
A. The University Assembly and the Board
of Visitors; B. A majority of Academic
Campus students voting in a referendum in
conjunction with the initial election of
Senators in the fall semester of 1979 as a
part of the spring pre-registration pro-
cess.”

Another topic discussed by the com-
mittee was the number of senators needed
to constitute a quorum during senate
meetings. Dr. Stephen Lenton, associate
dean of Student Services and committee
member, reminded the committee that the
old student government abolished itself
because of its inability to obtain a quorum.
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