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$2 billion
cut in
federal aid
to college
students

By Soya Bynum
Staff Writer

Getting an education is the top priority
of Amrita Singha, a 21-year-old psychol-
ogy major at VCU. But right now Singha
is concerned about financing her ed-
ucation. Moreover, she has a good reason
to be concerned.

In his Jan. 5 budget proposal for fiscal
1988, President Reagan requested a $2

billion cut in federal aid to college”

students.

If the budget proposal is approved by
Congress, college students can expect a
two-thirds cut in funding for the federally
subsidized Guaranteed Student Loan
program (GSL), and a complete phase-
out of the federally subsidized National
Direct Student Loan (NDSL) and work-
study programs.

The cutbacks will have a devastating
effect on many financial aid recipients.

““A lot of students will have to go out
into the real world and work, and a lot of
them will not come back to school,” said
Singha.

Life is already a “vicious circle” for
Singha, who works part-time at MCV
and goes to school full-time.

““Because I don’t have enough financial
aid, I have to work,” she said. ‘“Because I
have to work, my grades are affected.
Because my grades are affected, I won’t
be able to get into the kind of school I
want to in order to pursue a doctorate
degree.”

“Education seems to solve a lot of
problems in this country and, of course,
all over the world,” added Singha, a
native of India.

“We are the leaders of tomorrow. We
are going to go out in the world and
benefitsociety. We can’t do that if Reagan
is cutting our money,” she declared.

Although federal aid cutbacks have not
yet become a reality, President Reagan
did sign legislation on Oct. 16, 1986 that
will have a serious effect on students.

The legislation changed the students’
eligibility for GSL’s, increased the amount
a student could borrow from the GSL
program, and revised the definition of an
“independent student.”

VCU’s Phil Stinnie moves to the hoop past Madison center Thom Brand (leaping) and forward Ralph Glenn
(44) during second-half action at the Coliseum, Feb. 18. Stinnie had 11 points, but Madison defeated the
Rams 60-57 on senior night, running their record to 18-7. It was their second victory over the Rams this
season. VCU is now 17-12. More pictures and story, page 15.

“All programs are need-based now,”
said Robert Douthit, coordinator of
federal loans at VCU’s financial aid office.

Douthit believes that the increase in
the cost of education is the reason for the
new changes.

“Grant money that is available is staying
relatively stable while the cost of education
is increasing,” said Douthit. ““As aresult,
the federal government is telling parents
and students that the increase in ed-
ucational costs will be made up with
loans, no grants.”

“The new changes,” added Douthit,
““will create problems for the financial aid
office.”

“Students often look at changes in
regulations as being directed against them
and feel that they are the only ones who
suffer. We are going to have problems
because the paperwork is getting bigger,”
Douthit said.

Douthit urges students to express their
feelings to their legislators.

“What too many students do is wait for
what the president or Congress has

decided to do and then they come down
to the financial aid office and grumble
about it.

“If you dor’t like what your con-
gressman, senator or president is doing,
write to them and tell them about it,” said
Douthit.

Amrita Singha plans to do just that.

I think we could really do something
about [Reagan’s budget cuts] if we have
enough coiiege students protesting,”’
Singha said. “One person is not very
effeciive, but it is better than nobody.”
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Textbooks: The big rip-off

By Todd L’Herrou

Columnist

I was in the college bookstore the other
day when I overheard a student say,
“This is where the real crime takes place
in Richmond.”

We as students are trapped into buying
textbooks because we must have them for
classes. Going without the book or
substituting another is not possible
because test questions often come straight
out of the text. An informal survey
conducted among undergrads in the
College of Humanities and Sciences indi-
cates that most spend an average of $10
per credit hour on textbooks alone. That
adds up to big bucks indeed.

Where does the money go? Not to the
bookstore. Dan McDonald, Retail Opera-
tions Manager for the VCU West Campus
Bookstore, says the store is required to
pay all operating costs and return.5-10
percent of the receipts to the university.
Surprisingly, given the high price tags on
textbooks, the bookstore does not make
money from them. In fact, McDonald
says that most of the profit (i.e., money
returned to the university) has to be made
from what he calls soft goods — those
non-essential items like VCU sweats, etc.
The textbook prices, he says, are not set
by the bookstore, but rather by the
publishers. The publishers set the selling
price, then give the store a 20 percent
margin for meeting costs. McDonald says
that in most retail sales operations, a
margin of 50 percent or more is considered
to be the minimum to survive. This, in
part, explains the high prices of items
other than textbooks in the store.

So if the bookstore makes no money
from textbook sales, who does? I contacted
three leading textbook publishers with
this question, and with each had to
struggle to be connected to anyone with
the authority to speak to me. I’ve met
some taciturn individuals over the years,
but only politicians proved as difficult to
pin-down. After trying two publishing
houses, I was able to reach one where the
public relations department was willing
to talk — not to say anything, just to talk.
The person who spoke to me chose to
rémain anonymous, despite the fact that
he told me nearly nothing. Mr. Phone-
Voice said that his company made very
little money off textbooks. In fact, he
said, they were almost running a public
service. When asked about “professor’s
copies,” which are almost all available in
soft-cover, he had no comment. However,
he did think it unlikely that many student
editions would show up in soft-cover.

It seems improbable that: 1) books are
sold in hard-cover to save money for the
students (which would be a true public
service), or 2) publishers are only in this
business out of the goodness of their
hearts.

It’s easy to condemn, but harder to
come up with solutions to the problem.
McDonald believes a short term answer
is one many students have already found:

used books. He has led the bookstore in
an intensive revision of buy-back books
and used-book sales. Unfortunately, it’s a
bit more troublesome for the store to
handle used books, and this is reflected in
the price the store can pay when buying
books back. Also, if the store needs more
books than it can obtain used, it must
purchase them new, and the order has to
go to the supplier in time for their
delivery at the beginning of the semester.
Despite these difficulties, sales in that
area have increased by 72 percent in the
past three years.

Electronic publishing is another way to
reduce textbook prices. In traditional
publishing, books are physical objects,
expensive to produce, transport, and store.
Electronic publishing solves some of these
problems by placing information on
computer disks, which are small, light,
and easily duplicated. Can we expect to
see them soon? Not unless the duplication
problem can be solved, because until then
itis not profitable for the major publishers.

Other possibilities include more soft-
cover books, and having the university
subsidize textbook. sales. But, while
Richmond may have frozen over recently,
it would likely take the freezing of a much
warmer place before either of these came
about. Not many options are open for
students unable to pay bookstore prices
for texts.

A new option, which is little known
here, is the Student Book Exchange,
located in the Student Organizational
Office in the Commons. Initiated this
past summer, the free service is simple: A
student with books to sell puts the titles
on a file card, along with information on
how he or she can be reached. Someone in

A new option . . . is the
Student Book Exchange . . .
the two students — buyer
and seller —agree upon a
price; with no middleman,
there’s no inflated markup.

search of a particular book looks up the
title on the file card, and the two students
— buyer and seller — agree upon a price;
with no middleman, there’s no inflated
markup.

It also pays to shop around at the off-
campus stores in the area, especially
when looking for used books. As a general
rule, the other stores are also tied to
publisher-set prices in new books, but
used books offer a bit more flexibility in
pricing.

Textbook prices are a crime, at least in
amoral sense, but unfortunately there are
few chances of change occurring any time
soon. The faculty, at least, appear aware
of the dilemma, and many do their best to
alleviate the problem. For instance, if a
text is available in soft-cover, most
professors request the VCU bookstore to
order that version. A few professors make
the effort to use the bookstore which
offers the best price to the students, and
some even try to prevent textbook changes,
thus allowing students to sell their books
back at the end of the semester. The only
thing left is convincing one of the mail-
order book clubs to publish cheap versions
of textbooks. Anyone willing to work on
that?
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By Gov. Gerald L. Baliles
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Why 1987 is Virginia’s Year of Trade

Editor’s note: The following is excerpted from remarks
the governor recently made before the Association of
Virginia Colleges.

When I gave the State of the Commonwealth address
I suggested that 1987 should be known as Virginia’s
Year of Trade. Of course, someone — probably a college
president — immediately retorted that it ought to be the
year of higher education.

Given the conditions we face in the world, the pursuit
of trade and the desire for educational excellence are
indivisible. They are one and the same.

Each by necessity requires the other. Indeed, the
importance of world trade, its contributions to the
advancement of civilization, cannot be overstated. You
can measure the progress of world leadership by the
willingness and desire for successful international trade.

The Egyptians, Greeks and Romans built trading
empires even as they constructed political dynasties.
The Phoenicians made Sidon and Tyre the centers of
far-reaching trade. In the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries,
the traders of Holland, Spain, Portugal and Britain
established ties to the old worlds of the Orient and
discovered opportunities in a new world across the
Atlantic. London ruled as the financial hub of the world
until well into the 20th century, and America became a
lead player after World War I. A country’s prosperity
and role in world affairs — one might call it “national
greatness”” — has been derived largely from world trade.

Of course, our emergence as a world economic leader
bore significant consequences, foreseen nearly a century
ago by Woodrow Wilson.

A TIME OF CHANGE

“‘America,” Wilson wrote,  is now sauntering through
her resources and through the mazes of her politics with
easy nonchalance; but presently there will come a time
when it will be surprised to find itself . . . obliged to pull
itself together, adopt a new regimen of life, husband its
resources, concentrate its strength, steady its methods,
sober its views, restrict its vagaries, trust its best, not its
average members. That will be a time of change.”

The time of change foreseen by Wilson is upon us
now. The United States faces a fiercely competitive
international struggle for commercial success. And we
have a great deal at stake. In spite of our trade deficits,
this nation continues to sell more overseas than any
other nation. According to a Commerce Department
study, 25,800 American jobs are dependent on each
$1 billion of U.S. exports.

And our prospects for the future? Not too rosy, given

our disturbing lack of competitiveness in key areas —

and not only in manufacturing, but also in finance. Five
of the world’s 10 largest banks are now Japanese, with
Tokyo becoming the world’s second largest financial
market.

Of course, many say that we are at a disadvantage
—that we are not “competing on a level playing field.”
And, at an emotional level, one can appreciate the
sentiment. Only last week 160 Virginians were thrown
out of ‘'work when a Lynchburg shoe manufacturing
plant was closed. The culprit: foreign competition.

Still, I cannot join those who seem ready to succumb
to the siren call of protectionism, adopting a strategy of
retreat, filling in walls as they back away from the reality
of the global economy. No doubt there exist any number
of inequities between ourselves and our trading partners.

But to focus on that alone, and to call for massive

government protection from overseas exporters, is to
miss the larger and more significant point. The fact is we
do not prepare our students — and consequently, our
workers and managers — to succeed in the global
economy. Conditioned to expect easy, even automatic
success, American firms repeatedly blunder in foreign
markets because they neither understand nor can
communicate with foreign buyers.

Examples abound, but let me cite the case of Procter
& Gamble, a hugely successful American manufacturer
and distributor of household products. Successful, that
is, until it tried to invade Japan in 1973. Apparently
Feb. 24-Mar. 2, 1987

Given the conditions we face in the world, the pursuit of trade and the
desire for educational excellence are indivisible. They are one and the

same.

assuming that what worked in the U.S. would work in
Japan, Procter & Gamble discounted the price of its
products.

This had a domino effect. First, it alienated Japanese
wholesalers because it reduced their margins. Second,
once you upset the wholesalers you don’t-get into as
many retail outlets — which is a serious problem in
Japan. You see, Procter & Gamble missed the crucial
fact that many Japanese families, unlike U.S. shoppers,
do not have a family car to lug their groceries in. They
walk and carry — and, accordingly, prefer shopping
close to home. At least 30 percent of all detergent sold in
Japan passes over the counters of neighborhood mom-
and-pop stores.

SELF-INFLICTED WOUNDS

Procter & Gamble also erred in marketing their
detergents. In the 1970s, the Japanese mass media and
public opinion, after a celebrated red tide pollution
incident in that country, turned against the detergent
industry. In reaction, Japanese detergent manufacturers
introduced phosphate-free detergents in 1980. Procter
and Gamble, on the other hand, stubbornly stayed with
phosphate detergents, even though it had a phosphate-
free detergent to sell. Again, this cultural miscalculation
cost Procter & Gamble both good will and a lot more —
about a quarter billion dollars, all told.

Now, I’m tempted to point out that Procter &
Gamble is making a similar miscalculation by pushing
phosphate detergents in Virginia — but I’ll resist the
urge.

I’m not picking on one firm. There are many other
business examples of self-inflicted wounds. The world is
simply changing — daily. If you read this afternoon’s
Richmond News Leader you would have seen this headline:
“Brazilian, Malaysian Invasion.” What that means is
there are new cars from both those countries that will
soon be exported to the U.S. Both models are expected
to do well.

Or you might have picked up the issue of Newsweek
with the cover which was headlined, ‘“Your Next Boss
May Be Japanese.” They are buying and building
businesses in this country — and in Virginia. Now, that
in itself is no cause for alarm. But it surely indicates that
the economic world is shifting under our feet.

So allow me to make a general observation. America’s
educational system is the best in the world at what it
seeks to accomplish: to educate all our young people for
productive lives as participants in a democratic society.
We provide more educational opportunities to more
people than any nation in the history of humanity.
Nevertheless, world conditions — and our aspirations
— clearly demand more.

Presently, we are ill equipped to meet the challenge of
a world that economically contracts, expands and
changes with each passing month. Rather, we have
become a living paradox: a nation of nations, where
every citizen has an immigrant for an ancestor, and yet
we become insular and blissfully unaware of the world
around us.

Consider:

® At the University of North Carolina in 1984,
less than 50 percent of the students surveyed could
identify Alaska and Texas as our two largest states in
area.
® At St. Mary-of-the-Woods College in Indiana in
1984, 95 percent of the freshmen tested could not locate
Vietnam on a map.

® In 1983, the Dallas Times-Herald tested students in
Dallas and found that more than a fifth of the elementary
school youngsters could not locate the United States on
a world map.

Similar difficulties exist in the area of language
instruction:

® The United States continues to be the only country
where a student can earn a doctorate without ever taking
a language course.

® The United States is one of the few nations in the
world in which students routinely graduate from high
school without competence in a second language.

e Fewer than one percent of our students study
languages spoken by more than three-fourths of the
world’s population.

Has our educational system become a sanctuary from

" the world, from other cultures? It would seem so. There

are an uncomfortably large number of supposedly
educated Americans blissfully unaware of the world’s
complexities and unable to do much about them. Each
day we pay a political and economic price for our
inablility to understand and communicate with our
global neighbors. Americans must understand a basic
fact: The best jobs, the largest markets, the greatest
profits, and the brightest futures will belong to those
who understand the world and its many cultures.

How do we get from where we are to where we want to
be? Clearly, we must first change our attitude toward
learning, to engage linguistics, geography and other
disciplines that contribute to an understanding of the
world. Already,.there are signs that we’ve turned in the
right direction.

TAKING ACTION

Forty-two percent of Virginia students in grades
eight through twelve are now studying a foreign language
— the highest percentage since 1928. Across Virginia,
institution after institution is initiating new programs
that will foster insights and understanding of the world.
There’s no question we’re moving, but we have a long
way to go.

A series of actions will be taken in the next year:

® to establish a Virginia International Trade Council
and develop a plan for integrating existing resources and
creating a trade marketing plan.

® to redefine Virginia’s overseas trade missions and
change the way we do business overseas.

® to establish language academies, so that the next
generation of Virginia business leaders will be able to
sell in the language of the customer — no matter where
that customer may reside.

® to promote the Center for World Trade. Last
summer, a survey of Virginia small business leaders
showed that only six percent currently export. Worse
still, it showed that 77 percent had no interest in
exporting. That attitude must be changed as well, and
the Center for World Trade will help us do it.

Finally, Virginia will enter into an alliance with the
National Geographic Society, to establish a unique
world geography program for Virginia school teachers.

“The great object of the institution of civil govern-
ment,” President John Quincy Adams said in his first
message to Congress, “is the improvement of those who
are parties to the social compact; and no government, in
whatever form constituted, can accomplish the lawful
end of its institution but in proportion as it improves the
condition of those over whom it is established.”

Adams went on to propose that government should
organize a system of education, transportation, public
works and industrial development. Adams contended
that for government to refrain from ‘“promoting the
improvementof . . . commerce, and manufactures [and]
the advancement of literature and the progress of
science . . . would be treachery to the most sacred of
trusts.”

That was President Adams’ view. Itis my view. And,
I believe, it must be the view of all our people. Together
we can embark on a journey that will bring greater
learning, greater understanding and greater prosperity
for Virginia.

Commonwealth Times
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Student Government
Association

VCU BOXER SHORTS AND SUNGLASSES
FREE WITH PURCHASE OF A GOLD RING

SGA

Virginia Commonwealth University

WE’RE LOOKING FOR
A FEW GOOD LEADERS

Pick up application from
The Student Organizational Area,
Commons, Second Floor

SEE YOUR JOSTENS REPRESENTATIVE

TAKE YOUR PC WITH YOU:

" (At a Special Price)
THE

TOSHIBA T1100 PLUS

Checker’s

Fully IBM compatible. Pizza TranSfer

Fast 8086 7.2Mhz Processor
640KB RAM
2 built-in 720KB 3.5" disk drives.
Runs 8 hours on built-in nicad battery.
649 x 200 resolution, 80 x 25 lines.
External Monitor Port
Serial, Parallel, Clock & Calendar
MS DOS 2.11 & SideKick by Borland.
Available Options:
Internal Hayes Compatible Modem
External 5.25" Disk Drive

List Price: $2,399
VCU Price: $1,595 (Price good ’til Mar. 15)

or $56.87 permenth*

FAST, FREE DELIVERY
Pizza e Salads ® Subs e Pasta
ABC ON & OFF

CALL

353-2896

Daily Eat In Specials

Now at a very special price for students, faculty and staff of Virginia Commonwealth
University only. Come see the Toshiba T1100 Plus at our satellite location in the
West Campus Bookstore. A Lynabyte representative is available every Wednesday.

Serving, FAN, DOWNTOWN, SHOCKOE BOTTOM

sl ntai Computer Products o and the NEAR WEST END
Charlottesville, Va. Richmond, Virginia
804-296-7560 (in West Campus Bookstore) 1 201 w' MAI N STR E ET

*17% APR approved credit, 48 mo. Prices do not include tax and are subject to change without notice.

Feb. 24-Mar. 2, 1987
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LaFata

Guest speaker for Honors Program

By Suzanne Donelan
Staff Writer

On nightly television at 6 p.m. and 11
p.m., she is viewed by th ds of

LaFata, who lectures regularly on ethics
in the media, explained in detail the
reality the broadcast industry faced when
the Federal Communications Commission
d that minority quotas be met.

central Virginians. But at 1 p.m. on Feb.
13, WTVR Channel 6 co-anchorperson
Lisa LaFata had a live viewing audience
of about 20 VCU students and faculty
members.

LaFata, the guest speaker at the Honors
Program bag luncheon, spoke informally
on a number of topics in the Honors
Lounge located at 916 West Franklin St.

Answering initial questions about her
Midwestern background in Chicago and
her job at Channel 6, the 27-year-old
graduate of Miami University in Ohio
stressed, “I prefer to be called a journalist
above and beyond anything. I sit at a desk
and deliver news.”

“I’mno crusader [for women},” LaFata
commented when asked if her gender had
affected her job or view of the world.

She also noted “a huge influx of
women” coming into broadcasting today,
and cited management opportunities as a
positive reason why.

“Salaries associated with journalism
have dropped. Fewer college men are
interested in broadcasting because of the
perimeters of the pay,” stated LaFata, as
she listed the negative reasons.

Before becoming a weeknight anchor
in Richmond, LaFata worked as a weekend
anchor in Charleston, South Carolina,
where she said, ‘“‘Hurricanes make great
news stories!”

Switchng their questions from LaFata’s
past to current news issues, the students
asked La Fata questions ranging from
who or what decides the day’s new stories,
to which stories, if any, are not aired

because they may damage the station’s
profits.

Listing press releases, police radio,
scanners, and the Associated Press as
popular news sources, LaFata explained
“Decisions made about what to seek and
what not to seek [as news items], are
basically chosen by the impact the story
has on the number of people in the
market.

“The mission of local television stations
is to cover the local news,” said LaFata,
noting that WTVR Channel 6 reaches
more people because of the height of their
radio tower as compared to other local
stations.

Laughing as she told the group about
her most embarrassing moment on the air
at Channel 6, Lafata’s tone drastically
changed as she began explaining the
seriousness of many news stories.

Citing AIDS as an example, LaFata
said, “‘I would report on the AIDS story
because I feel people still see AIDS as a

problem that ‘won’t happen to me.” The
press is doing everything they can to
report the AIDS story.”

The luncheon discussion led to ques-
tions concerning LaFata’s exposure
during the Clyde Pitchford story several
months ago.

“Reporters have a responsibility to be
very careful to consider the motives of an
accusation [in a story],” said LaFata,
stressing that her position in the media as
a television anchor seemed more relevant
(than if she had been a print reporter).

Commenting positively on her involve-
ment in the Pitchford story, LaFata said,
“[As areporter] I would not trade having
been on the wrong side of the typewriter
to understand what can happen!”

LaFata concluded the luncheon with
remarks about reading news items off of
Channel 6’s old and unreliable tele-
prompter. “[We] don’t rely on it. We use
the scripts in our hands.”

Fake IDs become common

By Michael Toler
Staff Writer

Since the drinking age was raised to 21
last year, students have become quite
imaginative in their attempts to purchase
alcohol illegally. “Fake ID’s are now a
major part of college life,” said one VCU
student.

At Virginia Tech University the use of
fake ID’s has become a major scandal.
The discovery that a student was making
and selling them from his room and a
recent clamp-down by the Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control Board on local bars has
make it virtually impossible to obtain
alcohol anywhere in the town without at
least two forms of identification. “It’s a
pain in the neck,” said Tech sophomore
Crystal Craighead.

In Richmond it is not such an issue,
but students who attempt to purchase
alcohol in the immediate vicinity of the
campus can expect to have to show
identification. “You hawe to card almost
everybody,” one of Arnold’s employees,
Cornel Chapman, said. The Main Street
7-Eleven cards most people, too, according
to employee Tammy Edler. She does not
see too many fake ID’s, she said, but
when she does she claims she can almost
always spot them.

“Most of the time you can tell if they’re
fake,” said Kristen Uthus, a waitress at
Checker’s Pizza. It is more difficult to tell
with out-of-state licenses and temporary
paper ID’s, such as learner’s permits, she
said.

“Some may get by,” said Chapman,
“but we have a pretty good back-up
system of questions.” Arnold’s also some-

5

Feb. 24-Mar. 2, 1987

times requires a secondary ID with out-
of-state identification.

“It’s dark in here. No doubt I miss a lot
of fakes,” said the doorman at one local
club.

“The farther you are from campus the
less likely you are to get carded,” one
student said. Others disagreed, saying
they get carded everywhere.

Every waiter, waitress and bartender
asked, however, admitted to knowingly
letting at least one fake ID pass. ‘“Some-
times I let them pass if they come in here
a lot and I know they’re responsible,”
said one waitress.

The ability to purchase alcohol is not
the only reason students get fake ID’s.
Most students agree they can obtain
alcohol easily enough without it. “It [a
fake ID] allows me to have a more
complete social life,” a sophmore said.
Students complained about the inability
to see shows in clubs “unless it is one of
the all-too-rare all-agers shows, or you
have a fake ID.”

“I prefer bars to parties,” another
student said. “I can drink myself into
oblivion and meet men.”

“Even the fraternities card now,” a
freshman complained.

“Initially it was to purchase alcohol
under age,” astudent stated as his reason
for having a fake ID. “Later it was to
assume a seperate identity and cut through
government red tape.”

Another admitted she used a fake ID
“because it’s breaking the law and that’s
fun.”

Not a

1

students feel it is necessary to
e ID. “It’sillegal, you can getin
big trouble, and it’s stupid to have cne,”

havea

said a freshman student.

Students obtain fake ID’s in a variety
of ways. There are mail-order companies
who specialize in the manufacture of false
identification. Some students have used
fraudulent birth certificates to obtain
legal identification cards from the Division
of Motor Vehicles, but most students
either change their legal licenses or make
fake ones from scratch.

One student made his from an ID slip,
(like those found in new wallets), a pass-
port photo, a laminating machine, and an
ink pad. “It is from Missouri,” he said,
“‘under the assumption that nobody really
knows what a Missouri license looks
like.”

Two students who have handwritten

67’s on the front sides of their licenses
that could pass as 64’s, have made new
back sides to their licenses using the real
backs, a pen, green food coloring and the
Xerox machine from a local library.

Students should be aware that the
ABC Board does not take the matter
lightly. Strict penalties face both the
establishment which sells the alcohol to
minors under the legal drinking age, and
the person in posession of a fake ID, if
caught.

Referring to a short suspension of
Arnold’s liquor license, Chapman said,
“We had an incident here this summer
and now I think everyone realizes this is
serious.”

Cotton sings of change

By Jennifer Styles
Staff Writer

“If you have a song, you have to sing
it,” says Dr. Dorothy F. Cotton, former
executive assistant to Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. In her Feb. 12 lecture at
VCU, Cotton literally and figuratively
sang her own song, one of nonviolent
social change.

As well as performing several popular
songs of the civil rights movement, Cotton
spoke of her experiences working with
King. “King rose to the occasion. He
refuses to die within us,” said Cotton.
She talked about the freeing effect of the
civil rights movement upon the black
psyche, saying, “They can’t ride your
back if it’s not bent.”

Cotton also spoke of nonviolence, the
essence of which she says is love of oneself
and of others. The goal of nonviolent
social cha s to win the opponent to
your own side, said Cotton. She interprets

nonviolence as turning the better side of
your nature to a problem. This, she said,
is one reason why singing played such an
important role in the civil rights move-
ment.

“What happened to the dream?”’ asked
Cotton. She encouraged everyone to ““feel
the challenge now, not to wait for another
Dr. King to come on the scene.” She
quoted Solzenitsyn on the lack of spiritu-
ality and increasing emphasis on
materialism in modern society. She at-
tributes this problem to television, which
she feels increases negative attitudes by
promoting racial stereotypes.

Cotton feels that “we are at a crossroad;
a ‘new movement’ appropriate for this
period is beginning to develop.” She
emphasized the importance of working
for nonviolent social change, quoting
g as saying, “We have inherited a
world hot our job is to live in it in
peace and harmony.”

Ki
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VCU’s
annual
Winterfest
Ball

By Kelli Miller
Staff Writer

VCU’s second annual Winterfest Ball,
held Friday, Feb. 13 at the Jefferson
Sheraton hotel was successful in start-
ing off the Winterfest homecoming
weekend.

The hotel’s Victorian appearance, plush
carpets, and chandeliers provided a
pleasant atmosphere. According to many
students and alumni, this year’s location
was much more beautiful than the Cary
Street Gym, where the ball was held last
year.

The crowd consisted of people both

young and old, but “the entertainment |

selections were varied enough to please
everyone,” said David Bray, a VCU
student who attended the ball. “The
Winterfest sponsors did a superb job in
selecting entertainment,” Bray added.

Starting off the evening was the band
The Beatles Show, who played the
most popular of the Beatles’ songs. From
“All My Loving” to “Sargeant Pepper’s
Lonely Hearts Club Band,” The group’s
appearance and tone remarkably resem-
bled that of the original Beatles.

Between bands, comedian David Naster
kept the crowd laughing. Naster, who has
appeared on ‘“Comedy Tonight,” ““Star
Search,” and two Home Box Office
specials, had no trouble keeping the crowd
alive with laughter while they waited for
each band’s performance. Aside from
telling jokes, Naster also performed his
own version of “Name That Tune,”
complete with music from his kazoo and
drum set.

At 11:00 p.m., after an hour of continual
laughs with Naster, Regency appeared
on stage. Regency, a five-piece jazz
acapella group from Baltimore, was a fast
hit with the entire crowd. Regency played
no intruments, nor did they have back-
ground music. Instead, they uniquely
used their bass singer, Anthony Griffen,
to keep the rhythm going as the rest of the
band sang the melody. Every song they
sang sounded much like the original,
some thought even better. “Under The
Boardwalk,” ‘“Shout,” and “My Girl”
were just a few of the songs that Regency
performed.

Wrapping up the evening with a grand
finale of tunes from The Temptations,
The Four Tops, and Huey Lewis and
The News, was an eight-piece ensem-
ble, The New York City Swing Band.
Their well-performed version of ‘“New
York, New York” turned the dance floor
into a Broadway chorus line as students
and alumni connected arms and, in unison,
kicked up their legs. Besides the band’s
sound quality, their shiny trombones,
trumpets, and saxophones attributed to
their swing-like appearance, reminding
many of the swing groups from so long
ago.

In the reception area outside the

See Winterfest page 7
Feb. 24-Mar. 2, 1987
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Fund-raising events to support
multiple sclerosis

By Misty Jones
Staff Writer

February has been designated “Bust
M.S. Month,” and in recognition Stud-
ents Against Multiple Sclerosis, (SAMS),
is holding several fund-raising events to
raise money for the National Multiple
Sclerosis Society.

According to Christy Phipps, chairman
of SAMS at VCU, activities began Feb. 4
with the sale of balloons and limited
edition SAMS/MTYV sweatshirts. These
items were sold in the Commons lobby
and in residence halls until Feb. 12.

A balloon launching was held on Feb.
12 at 3:00 p.m. on the Commons plaza.
Phipps. said the launch was initially
scheduled for Feb. 5. “It was to be
done simultaneously on the VCU campus
and over 400 other campuses nationally,
but the snow threw things off schedule.”

Aerobics workouts are the next events,
and will take place on Feb. 26. They
will be held at 3:00 p.m. on the Commons
plaza and at 4:00 p.m. in the Cary Street
Gym.

Activities wind down with a dance on
Feb. 28 at the Cary Street Gym,
admission is $3, free if you wear your
SAMS sweatshirt.

Featured at the dance, which will last
from 9 p.m. - 1 a.m., will be “The Press,”
a local Richmond Band. Also featured

Students Against Multiple Sclerosis hold a balloon
launching on the Commons plaza.

will be Ross Burke, a VCU student, who
will do a lip sync of Howard Jones.
According to Phipps, “Burke is VCU’s
contestant in a zany lip sync contest
called Rock Alike.”

The Rock Alike contest is taking place
nationally on campuses with SAMS
orgainzations. SAMS sponsors the contest-
ants. Regional winners of the Rock Alike
will appear on a lip sync competition to be
shown on MTV.

Sponsors of these fund-raising events
are the Ford Company, Newsweek,
Eastern Airlines, SAMS and MTV.

SAMS/MTYV sweatshirts will be sold
atthe Commons on Feb. 27 from 11 a.m.-
1 p.m. They will also be on sale at the
aerobics workout and at the dance. The
shirts cost $15 a piece.

To find out more about SAMS, contact
Christy Phipps at 355-3994.
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VCU under the cover of night

By Todd L’Herrou
Staff Writer

Late at night after we all go to bed, the
University lives on. People, awake
at 5 a.m. are doing the things they do.
What they do is seen by many but noticed
by few. Who are they, and when do they
sleep? Just what happens in the
middle of the night? The police
cruise all night, but what they are doing is
well known. How about the others?

While most of us are in our dorms,
snuggled under our covers, a few watch
over us. At nights, the dorms are in the
capable hands of student security workers
who allow us to sleep in peace. After 3
a.m., they say, the place becomes quiet,
and only a few are up and about. Most of
the security workers study at night, and
sleep comes only after getting off in the
morning.

Some students prefer working at night
for a number of reasons. All of the
students get to choose the hours they
work, and get to schedule classes around
those hours. If asked why they choose
night shift, many list reasons along the
lines of more study time, and the fact that
it doesn’t get in the way of their social
lives. One student gave another reason,
one with which many might secretly agree
He said the reason he picked nights was
because of the feeling it gave him, “a
feeling close to power,” he said, “a feeling
of being up and about while the world
sleeps.”

If you leave the dorms very early in the
morning, there are few lights on. Walking
around campus can be an experience in
itself. The streets are dark, no cars go
whizzing by. But, behind the scenes, the
underworld comes out. “Dumpster divers”
work by night, removing bits of food,
interesting objects, and aluminum from
the dumpsters. For some it is just a part of
their lives; for others, it is a way of life.
Dumpsters offer shelter from the wind
and a roof over their heads; — a far cry
from the park benches or street corners of
daytime.

By 4 a.m., even the criminals have quit
for the night. The is no one around for
them to prey on, no drugs for sale, or sex
either. At times like this, one whistles, or
sings, just to keep from being so alone.
While the night-workers are feeling
secure, knowing that all are asleep, a
person walking in the streets can feel
more alone than ever before.

At5:30 a.m., the city starts to wake up.
Cars slide by, like solitary monsters of the
pre-dawn. At 6:00, a few people can be
seen. Drawn, coffeeless faces looking like
the harbinger of reality to come. Before
7:00 a.m., the custodial staff arrives to
ready the offices and classrooms for the
day. Each morning a few students are in
line by the cafeteria doors, just waiting
for 7 a.m. to roll around and the doors to
open.

Food service personnel comment on
the sleepy faces, and the even sleepier
minds of the early risers. Some, they say,

forget meal cards and money, then leave
books and purses while scurrying back
home. At 7:30 a.m., the library doors
open, but rare is it that someone enters.
However, the lobby is crowded by 7:45
a.m. Not by rigorous studiers; rather,
they are there at that hour for one reason:
the bus to the MCV campus.

Also, beginning at 7:45 a.m., the stu-

Winterfest

Page 7

dents and professors start the move toward
the classrooms. A headlong rush takes
place from 7:50 ‘til 8:00. Here and there a
straggler tries to slide in without catching
the instructor’s eye. The parking game
goes on, cars going ‘round and ‘round
hoping to find an all-day spot. A new day
is here, and the VCU community grins
and bears it.

ballroom, lavishly decorated tables,
were covered with hors d’oeuvres. Both
alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks were
available. Many people, however, comp-
lained that the prices ($1 for sodas, $2 for
beer and $2.95 for liquor) were too high.

For those who preferred socializing to
dancing, but still wanted to listen to the
performing band, a videotape of the band
inside the ballroom was projected onto a
wide screen in the center of the reception
area.

According to Paul Baker, chairman of
Winterfest and director of student activit-
ies, 960 tickets were sold; 250 of which
were bought by alumni. The number of
guests at this year’s Winterfest Ball was
triple the amount at the 1986 Winterfest
Ball.

Tickets for this year’s ball sold for $5

(from page 6)

for students, $10 for non-students and
$10 at the door. Tickets to last year’s
dance, held at the Cary Street Gym, were
$15.

According to Activities Unlimited, the
1987 Winterfest Ball was “definitely a
night to remember and an event never to
be forgotten.”

Winterfest 1987 was sponsored by the
Activities Programming Board and the
Alumni Association. Other events which
contributed to making this year’s Winter-
fest weekend a included
a Bloody Mary reception brunch featuring
Miller Lite celebrity, Bob Lanier; Ram
Jam, an informal student/alumni dance
held at Cary-Street Gym; and the VCU
Rams homecoming game against the Old
Dominion Monarchs.
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Compiled By Michele Trudel

News Editor

“It’s time for some good news about
séx,'’ says sexologist Dr.
Roger Libby. He has proclaimed the first
week of spring, March 21-28, to be
National Orgasm Week — a Sexual Rite
of Spring.

The first day of Spring is traditionally
when a young person’s fancy turns to
love. Libby advises adding a few dashes
of laughter and lust.

Assisted by Roxanne Ribbit, his five-
foot, soft scuplture frog (horny toad),
Libby’s guest lectures balance sexual
problems with caring, pleasure and
humor. Ribbit symbolizes the good things
about sex. She is relaxed, fun, assertive
and independent, according to Libby.
She dresses in jeans and the T-shirt of
each college visited.

National Orgasm Week is devoted to
orgasms through self-pleasuring and with
sexual partners. Libby states that National
Orgasm Week is a retort to the “moralistic
biases” of the Reagan administration with
its Religious New Right underpinnings,
and the “anti-sexual” Women Against Porn-
ography group.

In addition to lectures and discussion
groups, Libby suggests that college stu-
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_dents and their enthusiasts hold a fantasy

ball where everyone would dress up as
their favorite fantasy-- and a Queen and
King of Eros would be selected for the
uniqueness of their costumes. This would
be one healthy way to act on sexual
fantasies.

He argues that sexual desire and caring
flourish in spite of media-fueled paranoia
about AIDS, herpes and other- diseases.
He stresses that orgasms are healthy, and
he supports “safe sex,” the use of condoms
and foam, for more joys and fewer diseases
and unwanted pregnancies.

Libby has spent the last 18 years
advocating that open marriage, swinging
and sex in general are fun. His quest is to
join the queen of sexologists, Dr. Ruth
Westheimer, on television talk shows like
Johnny Carson and David Letterman.
Whether Libby is successful in this mis-
sion through his tireless efforts at self-
promotica, or because of the notoriety
surrounding his $165,000 federal lawsuit
claiming the University of Massachusetts
denied him freedom of speech, no one can
predict. But Libby thinks he has a good
shot at it.

Libby’s lawsuit claims that UMass
officials refused to grant him tenure in
1984 because of his outspokenness on
sexual behavior. The suit, filed in U.S.
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Sexologist Dr. Roger Libby with
some good news about sex.

District Court in Springfield, Mass. has
drawn national attention in newspapers
like the Washington Post, the San Fose
Mercury News and the Atlanta Fournal.
However, in the end, Libby lost his
$31,000-a-year teaching job.

After receiving a bachelor’s degree in
English and journalism from Washington
State University, he became interested in
the study of human sexuality and decided
to pursue a master’s degree in sociology at
the University of Connecticut. His studies
there were in child development and
family relations. After that he went to the
State University of New York in Albany
as a research associate, a position funded
by the Institute of Mental Health, and
then spent a year researching family
violence at the University of New Hamp-
shire. In 1978 he was invited to develop a
program in family studies in the UMass
Center for the Family.

Chastity and celibacy may suit some,
but Libby disagrees that abstinence makes
the heart grow fonder. He recommends

sexual pleasure as an excellent conduit of
caring.

ERA still pushing

By Steve Place
Staff Writer®

Virginia Equal Rights Amendment
(VERA) Ratification Council leader
Marjory Hart announced Monday at the
state capital building that her organization
would continue to push for constitutional
legislation granting equal rights for
women.

This comes at a time when the ERA
{aces a re-vote in Congress. If the Equal
Rights Amendment passes, then it will go
back to the states where it must be ratified

Trish Flynn—Commonwealth Times

Hart renewed the VERA’s commitment
to continuing with the ongoing legal cases
already in our court system.

Since the initial defeat of ERA, the
main emphasis of the equal rights question
has been decided in courtrooms across
the country. Women have won cases
ranging from custody and lump-sum
payments in divorces, to stiffer penalties
for rapes. Attorney Silvia Clute of Clute
and Chilling Law Firm echoed the need
to press forward with additional legislation
prOtCCUﬂg women.
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