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B BARR-EE STATION

NOW OPEN

in the shops at Willow Lawn

featuring

ALL YOUR FAVORITE

brand names at

TREMENDOUS

reductions

Between Miller & Rhoads
and J.C. Penney

All Items In Stock
288-5815

COUNSELORS

Summer Employment.

Female and Male.

Outstanding 8-week girls’ camp in Maine needs
instructors in the following activities: tennis,
swimming, waterski, sailing, canoeing,
kayaking, ropes/outdoor living skills, rock
climbing, horseback riding, silver jewelry,
pottery, nature arts and crafts, photography,
copper enameling, fine arts, arts and crafts,
newsletter, gymnastics, dance, lacrosse, field
hockey, basketball, softball and soccer.

American Red Cross (or equivalent) ALS
required for all waterfront positions and
outdoor living, with WSI preferred to instruct
swimming. Excellent salary, travel allowance,
room/board, laundry. uniforms and linens
provided.

College credit available. A camp representative
will be on campus on Wednesday, February 22,
for

The Summer Camp Job Festival
Please stop by if interested.

TRIPP LAKE CAMP

COMMUNITY BLOOD & PLASMA

A Division of Immuno U.S., Inc.

SAVE LIVES AND SUPPLEMENT
YOUR INCOME

You can NOT get AIDS from DONATING PLASMA
Donors Receive:
® Free annual physical examiation
® Free laboratory testing

; &7 w':'m ™
(804) 648-1685 (S |
One East Broad Street } CBel3PS J
| 1

Richmond, Virginia 23219

Join our monthly SWEEPSTAKES
Earn up to $100 a month! Proper ID required

Call for hours. Appointments available

Bring this coupon for Extra $5.00 bonus
for first time visit only

COMMUNITY BLOOD & PLASMA CORPORATION

gAND TO HAND COMBAT WITH A NINJA!
: AND
.__'glCH SPEED CHASES AFTER CRIMINALS

Try our new video games:

*NINJA GAIDEN
*CHASE H.Q.

at Breakpoint in the
Student Commons.

We're working for you ¥
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SPORTS

Baseball season beginning

Wadsworth resigns

: Rams on a roll

[EDITORIAL]
|

Rams are the hunters, not the hunted, as they gear up for season opener Saturday.
Volleyball coach Wendy Wadsworth won't put up with coaching atmosphere anymore.

Rams head into final week of regular basketball season one game out of place.

No veggies
Guest columnist destroys
myths of vegetarianism.
page 21

On other plants
National Organization for the
Reform of Marijuana Laws
takes VCU by storm, plus a
special drug commentary.
page 21

Senate speaks
Special forum by the candi-
dates for SGA senate.
page 23

COVERI

Rosebud - u
A Richmond band that's
hoping to be as famous as
Orson Welles and as infamous
as Citizen Kane.
page 10
Bricks
Resident loon confesses
about strange habits involving
bricks.
page 10
Reviews
The latest in new albums
and Richmond shows.
pages 11 & 12

page 18

page 14

page 15

|STAFH

Last week's weather left students wondering
if winter had past, but snow reminded us all
that there are still months to go.

Photo by Kathy Laraia.

The Commonwealth Times, anewsmagazine
serving Virginia Commonwealth University and
its surrounding community, is published
weekly, except during holidays and examina-
tion periods, by students of VCU.

Offices are located on the second floor of
the Millhiser House, 916 W. Franklin St. The
mailing address is Box 2010, Richmond, Va.
23284-2010. The telephone number is (804)
367-1058.  “

All contents are copyright 1989 by the
Commonwealth Times and may not be
reproduced in whole or in part without the
express written permission of the Common-
wealth Times. The opinions expressed in the
Times are those of the individual authors and
do not necessarily reflect those of VCU or the
Times.

The Times is a member of the Virginia
Collegiate Press Association. The Times is
printed by Hopewell News Printing, Hopewell,
Va. Press run is 10,000.

The Times is partially funded by student
activity fees.

Student Senate election

They're Monday and Tues- -

day. Here's your chance to vote
and have your voice heard.
page 4

Conway'’s way
The assistant director of
student activities offers in-
sights about the future of
Blacks.
page 5

Computer revolution
Jerome Johnson calls the
computer “the instrument of
revolution.”
page 7
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NEWS

Student government elections this week

The Candidates:

School Of the Arts
Scott Bayers
Anthony Bryant
Ronald Hargis
Emmanuel Pimentel

Michael (Sean) Curry
Adrian DeRosa

Mark E. Kalpodes
Richard Thomas

Diana Wiggins i

Robert Greene
Felicia Harris
Jose-Juan Hernandez
Scott Jenkins

Steve Eric Johnson

Ye-Vetta Denee-Wilson

School of Education
Richard Gentry
Scottie Lowry

Lisa Simpson Nok Keomdhathie Andre S. McIntyre
College of Humanities Mark S. Langenderfer Jacqui Thompson
School Of Business and Sciences Joseph Lowry ;
Michele Bolos Roland T. Biron Andy Malik Special Students
Terry F. Brown Susan M. Booker Pete Mathes Malilda Harrelson
Kenny C. Giles Rebecca A. Callahan Matthew Mobley %
Scott Holbrook Gregory Carey Mary Beth O’Boyle School of Social Work
Darryl Putman Michael E. Crick Steve Richardson Candace Greci
Reginald Davenport Konstanduno A. Rozos Gaye Jones
School of Community Rhonda Dudley Steve Taylor :
and Public Affairs Chris ‘Jet’ Fullerton Mia M. Thompson A
Paul Adams James Glasgow A.C. Whitlow, Jr. A 4
experience.”
By K’;sselgll:;rmr Ishmail Conway, assistant director of

VCU students get to choose 'their
Igaders today and tomorrow in the Student
Government Association Senate elections.
All that is required of voters is a valid
student ID and a short walk to any of the
six polling places on campus.

The SGA provides students with a

‘voice on campus — a voice to advocate
and lobby for student concerns and issues,
to develop student activities, to facilitate
cooperation among students, faculty
members and administrators, and to
‘budget and allocate the student activity

Each student register-
ed for one or more
academic credits by the
Academic Campus’
Registrar's office and
who has paid a student
activity fee shall be a
member of the SGA.
— SGA constitution for.
the academic campus.

fee.
' Through voting every student can
'become involved in this process. SGA
_Vice President Mark Langenderfer said,
““One of the reasons to get involved in the
student senate is that you pay a $40 fee
and you might as well know what your
money is being spent on.” He went on to
. explain how the Student Senate acts as an
" advocacy body for student interests. This
. year the Services Committee of the SGA
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Polling Places

o Student Commons

® Business Building

e Hibbs

® New Academic Building
® Polack Building

o QOliver Hall

<

worked with the university to get a
handicapped-access door installed at the
library.

Langenderfer said students should run
because the diversity of opinions makes
the Senate an accurate cross-section of
the university. “Everybody’s got an
opinion or an idea on how things should
be done. Some ideas are better than
others but the only way to find out is to
put them into action,” he said. “What

'you get in the end result might be even

better than what you were thinking about
in the beginning.”

Jeff Smith, the 1985-86 SGA vice
president, explained that the Student
Senate provides one of two major outlets
for student voice, the other being the
student newspaper. He said that the
paper can only and point out problems
while the SGA is an action group for
getting these problems solved.

Smith also reflected upon what his
experience at the SGA taught him. “More
than anything I learned a lot about group

dynamics and little that I learned about

that is rosy.” People don’t come together

and cooperate naturally, he explained.

“Trying to accomplish anything with
that diversity is a hell of a learning

student activities, explained the impor-

tance of student leadership. “Initially it -

has to be because it’s probably the most
interesting training ground thata student
can find.” Conway went on to say that
students learn about the political process
through working with the SGA. “It
shows that students have a voice and
responsibility in creating a living and
learning environment.”

He explained that students should
never forget their constituency. “This is
the only way that the SGA will stay in
touch with what the issues are.” He said
that by staying in touch senators will be
able to “bring a lot of wonderful things to
the table.” For those who run and do not
get elected, Conway said that nobody
really loses. “You’re part of the process.

¢ You’re out there and trying.”

As for the physical aspects of the
election, the VCU rugby team again won
the bid to man the polling places. To
make sure that people don’t vote more
than once Steve Skinner, amember of the
rugby team, said the people manning the
polls put a black dot on voters’ IDs.

Skinner also remembers that a lot of
students took advantage of the space for
write-in candidates. Two of the more
popular choices were Mickey Mouse and
Ronald Reagan. Skinner expressed some
dismay, though, at many people’s lack of
awareness about the candidates. Another
rugby player, Luke Funk, explained,
“Like I would have a good chance of
being elected because people would look
at my name and think, ‘Huh, that’s a
funny name’ and vote for me.”

Skinner explained, “We kind of sol-
icited people to vote.”

As Conway reiterated, the SGAis nota
bad proving ground for development.

Concert
to benefit
library

In recent years, subscription costs for
some scholarly journals such as T/eoretical
Biology and Historical Abstracts have risen
by as much as 100 percent, creating a
sense of crisis at academic libraries across
the country. Over 1,300 journals were
cancelled at Virginia Commonwealth
University’s libraries last fall, but this
year, the libraries are receiving help from
a surprising source: a campus fraternity.

Kappa Delta Rho, a social fraternity,
heard about the libraries’ plight and
decided to help. “Other fraternities raise
money for off-campus charities,” said
Kappa Delta Rho’s President Mark
Odom, ““but we wanted to do something

+ for the university.”

That “‘something” is a benefit concert
at, appropriately enough, The Library, a
local nightspot near VCU’s academic
campus. The band scheduled to appear is
called, ironically, In The Red. The fund
raiser will be held Tuesday, February 28,
from 8 p.m. until closing. There is a $3
per person cover charge, and all proceeds
will go to the libraries.

“It’s the first time I can remember
students coming to us and offering to
help pay for library materials,” said
Library Director Dr. William Judd. “It’s
very encouraging when they recognize
the importance of the library to their
education.”




Student opportunity abounds at VCU

By Chris Vandersip
Staff Writer

Take advantage of cultural, social,
economic and political opportunities.

This is the message of Ishmail
Conway, the 39-year-old assistant director
of Student Activities for VCU.

It was sort of a homecoming for Conway
when he accepted the position here last
July. He was born at what is now MCV
hospital and he began his college education
at VCU in 1975. And it was in Shafer
Court that he met his wife, Ayana, a
graduate of VCU’s Business Admin-
istration/Real Estate program.

The seven pages of Conway’s resume
reflect a man who, in just 24 years, has
experienced enough opportunities to fill a
lifetime.

He joined the Navy in 1965, where he
completed a printer’s apprenticeship and
worked as a journeyman and litho-
grapher’s mate. In the next eleven years,
he attended four colleges and universities
and received three degrees — an asso-
ciate’s degree in legal assisting from J.
Sargeant Reynolds Community College,
a bachelor’s degree in mass media arts
from Hampton Institute and, from the
New School for Social Research in New
York City, a master’s degree in media
studies/communication management.

Conway was listed in Who’s Who
Among Students in America, presided
over the Student Government Association
at Hampton Institute in 1980 and was the
-recipient of An Outstanding Young Man
in America award in 1981.

In 1981, Conway entered the pro-
fessional world as a community relations
manager for a major corporation in New
York. Three years later he came back to
Richmond to start his own company. He
recently held two positions at Virginia
Union University — public relations
director and later, assistant vice-president
for student affairs.

In between, Conway has found time to
give lectures and coordinate school and
community presentations. In 1984, he

produced a telethon for the United Negro
College Fund and he designed a market-
ing/media campaign for the Central
Intercollegiate Athletic Association.

He has performed or participated in
over 14 theatrical and media productions,
written for five publications and presented
at least nine seminars on leadership and
education training. Additionally, he has
served on the Board of Directors for
Richmond Community High School and
the Richmond Community Action Pro-
gram.

One of Conway’s key roles now is as
faculty adviser for the univeristy’s Balck
Caucus, an umbrella organization that
provides service and support for the
school’s historically black fraternities and
sororities, the Black Student Alliance, the
Black Awakening Choir and the NAACP
in the surrounding community.

In an interview last week, Conway
discussed the origins and importance of
the Black Caucus, addressed race relations
at the university and offered some insights
about the future for blacks, the United
States and the world.

On the origin of the Black Caucus at VCU:

““The Black Caucus actually got started
around 1977-78. The predecessor was an
organization called SAAP —Students for
an Afro-American Perspective.

“The Caucus came about because the
VCU of *75, *76 and 77 was a uniquely
kind of polarized institution. The institu-
tion was a baby growing at a remarkable
rate (and) there were special organizational
needs (for the traditionally African-
American organizations). (The Caucus)
was an opportnity to begin to coalesce
and to provide a power base.

“The group would provide institutional
type programming like the Kwanzaa.
Also, it was to serve as a base of cultural
integration, to (provide) opportunities
for the ‘majority culture,’ as it were , to
understand the benefit of working with
us in a very positive and productive
manner.

“This is in the early days of Affirmative
Action. VCU knew that to become a real

Ishmail Conway :
university in the urban commuintty, (they)
had to get black students in. But they just
didn’t seem to have an investment in
people going the whole road. (The Caucus)
was a response to a lack of support from
the university.”

On the Caucus role in the community:

Brothers compare rush stories

By J.P. Falkenstein
Staff Writer

Every other year Roanoke College holds
a leadership seminar during which Pi
Kappa Phi fraternity holds Pi Kapp
College. There, the VCU chapter hosted
the annual Pi Kappa Phi area conclave for

Area 9, which was held on Saturday, Jan. -

28 in the University Student Commons.

Early that morning, 85 brothers from
11 chapters and two associate chapters
from Virginia and West Virginia gathered
in the Commons Theater. A series of
lectures was presented by guest speakers,
who discussed areas of major concern to
the brothers of the student chapters.

Dr. Ken Kelley, an alumnus from
George Mason University, began the
lectures by speaking on fraternity-univers-
ity relations. Following Dr. Kelley, Old
Dominion University Greek Advisor
Belinda Sopher spoke on the leadership
transition of officers of the fraternity
from one year to the next. Bold and

charismatic leadership consultant Joe
Brady concluded the morning lectures
with a persuasive, powerful speech which
left the brothers’ eyes wide for the
remainder of the day.

A series of “Rush War Stories” —
where all the chapters compared their
histories of various techniques of attract-
ing rushees to the fraternity — followed
the morning lectures. According to Mike
Moates, coordinator of this year’s con-
clave, a story told by VCU’s chapter was
among the more accaimed: They related
accounts of a memorable non-alcoholic
hot tub party in the fall of ’88.

After a lunch break, Director of
Communications T.J. Sullivan spoke on
PUSH, or People Understanding the
Severely Handicapped, a program found-
=d by the fraternity in 1976. PUSH has
received over $850,000 from more than
100 chapters and alone is hoping to raise
$10,000. This money will go towards a
PUSH “play unit,” which will serve as an
alternative form of stimulation for people

who would otherwise ‘“‘vegetate.” If the
VCU chapter can raise this money, they
will also receive the Gold Star Award.

The remainder of the afternoon con-
sisted of a series of concurrent sessions in
which the chapters compared how they
handle fraternal routines at the different
schools. Three main topics were com-
pared: rush, represented by a Radford
brother; ritual, represented by a VCU
brother; and member education, repre-
sented by a JMU brother.

That afternoon, Greek Adviser Kath-
leen Hall spoke for about 30 minutes on
sex equity and etiqutte and answered
questions pertaining to how women should
be treated. Representing VCU were
seniors Mike Moates and Greg Cohen,
juniors Brian Knable and Matt Kominars,
sophomore Jeff Quillian and freshmen
Dave Naroz and Ed Michella.

To celebrate this year’s successful
conclave, Pi Kappa Phi held a winddown
party in the Common Ground. All the
sororties were invited.

“A lot of efforts to attract and retain
black students have been because these
organizations have survived. Quite frankly,
when a black student has been educated
socially about college, they think about

See Conway page 7
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News Briefs

Marshall Memorial Scholarship

An endowment named in honor of a
Charlottesville pharmacist who died in a
Sept. 12 plane crash in Orange has been
established at the MCV School of Pharm-
acy. i

The David D. Marshall Memorial
Scholarship, funded by a $10,000 endow-
ment, will provide awards of various
amounts to pharmacy students eligibe on
the basis of class rank and financial need.
The first award, a $500 scholarship, will
be given to a senior pharmacy student

- who is married and who ranks in the top
half of the class.

Marshall, a 1963 alumnus of the MCV
Schaol of Pharmacy, and his brother
ownedand operated Medical Arts Pharm-
acy 3Chanccﬂor’s Drug Store.

Ablefest 1l at Coliseum

The Mayor’s Commission for the
Disabled is pleased to announce that
EQUICOR Ablefest ITI will take place at’
the Richmond Coliseum and Festival
Park, April 7-8. The two-day festival will
focus on wellness and prevention of
injuiries, illnesses and permanent dis-
abilites.

The main corporte sponsor is EQ-
UICOR Health Plan, Inc. The event’s
other sponsors are the Mayor’s Com-
mission for the Disabled, the Department
of Parks and Recreation, and Richmond
Public Schools. Traditionally, this event
is the result of a community partnership
between local government, service agen-
cies, hospitals and businesses. EQUICOR
Ablefest 1989 will continue this tradition
and hopefully increase the involvement
of the private sector to ensure the event’s
success and longevity.

EQUICOR Ablefest 1989 hopes to
create a celebration of health, safety and
high quality of living that all Richmond-
ers can share. In pursuit of this goal, 100
resource booths will be manned by
exhibitors. Thousands of pamphlets,
guides and printed materials will be
distributed.

For more information regarding EQ-
UICOR Ablefest III, contact Don Edons
with the Richmond Mayor’s Commission
for the Disabled at 780-7479.

Visiting scholar to speak

Noted Victorian scholar Herbert
Tucker will present a talk on “Character
Made Manifest: Epiphany and Browning”
on Monday, Feb. 27 in the University
Meeting Center, 101 N. Harrison St. (on
the corner of Harrison and Floyd). This
presentation is the first event in the 1989
VCU Visiting Scholars Program, co-
sponsored by the Honors Program and
the Department of English.

Dr. Tucker will consider the modern
literary epiphany with attention to Words-
worth and Joyce and in light of Mattew’s
original Epiphany narrative, and he will
focus particularly on Browning’s use of
epiphanic experiences as a prelude to
modernism.

Herbert Tucker was educated at
Ambherst College and received his doctor-
ate from Yale University. He is the
author ot two books: “Browning’s Begin-
nings: The Art of Disclosure”’(1980) and
“Tennyson and the Doom of Romantic-
ism” (1988), as well as numerous essays
and reviews. He has been a MIA-ACLS
Fellow for Research in Literature, and
received grants from the American
Philosophical Sociey, Northwestern
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Bananas are used to demonstrate condom use during condom week.

University and the Center for Advanced
Studies in Virginia. He has taught at
Northwestern University, the University
of Michigan, the Universtity of Virginia
and Regent’s College in London. Dr.
Tucker is currently Professor of English
at the University of Virginia.

Taoist painting exhibition
The VCU Department of Philosophy

and Religious Studies and the Religious
Society are sponsoring a Taoist Painting
Exhibition and Demonstration on Feb.
24 and 25. The exhibition will be presented
by Darryl Deane. Chinese Taoist brush-
painting is over 2000 years old, and the
philosophy, implements and techniques
have changed little. Although the princi-
ples of Taoism and brushpainting have
not changed, they adapt to changing
times. The lecture/demonstration will be
held at 7 p.m. On Saturday, Feb. 25 the
exhibition will be open from 1-8 p.m. A
lecture and demonstrations will be held at.
2,4 and 6 p.m. All exhibitions will be held
at the Stark House, 915 West Franklin St.
The lectures and demonstrations will be
held in the Conference Room A.

Yearbook Giveaway

The VCU Yearbook Committee is
sponsoring a Yearbook Giveaway at 2
p.m. on Sat., Feb. 25 at the Cary Street
Field. After the VCU lacrosse game with
the University of Richmond, the com-
mittee will decide who the two most
spirited fans were. From their decision,
one female and one male will be awarded
a certificate, which guarantees them a
yearbook free of charge.

Third world community
development
Want to learn first-hand about com-
munity development efforts in La Paz,
Tijuana, or Cochabamba?

The Overseas Development Network, a
national student organization promoting,
discussion of “Third World” development
issues, is accepting applications from
students wanting to intern in a grassroots
development initiative program. If accept-
ed, students will live in communities that
are involved in self-help efforts.

Past interns have participated in pro-
grams such as health education, refore-
station, nutrition improvement and child-

hood development.

Deadline for Bangladesh and India is
March 1, 1989.
To receive information about the pro-
grams please write to the following
address:

ODN

Box 1430

Cambridge, MA 02238

Tel: (617) 868-3002

Scholarship Programs

The Virginia Association of Broad-
casters is offering two $2,000 scholarships
to entering college juniors at schools
providing undergraduate training in broad-
casting-related programs, such as mass
media, communications, journalism and
advertising. In addition to the scholarship
grants, the VAB is awarding a summer
internship grant to 10 students enrolled
in schools with a broadcast study program
and entering their junior or senior year.

Summer internship grant recipients
for 1989 will awarded $1,600 to cover
eight weeks of work at a selected Virginia
radio or television station. The internship
dates will be June 12-Aug. 4. Five VAB
radio and television stations will be
selected to employ those students in-
terested in the internship, and they will
train students who have shown a great
deal of interest in broadcasting and have
been recommended by their schools.
These students will be receiving grants
that will enable them to earn money while
learning, and these internships are con-
sidered to be summer jobs with all of the
normal conditions of employment.

In order to qualify for the scholarship
grant and the summer program applicants
must be residents of Virgina, attending
and in good standing at a colllege or
university, and be of good moral character.
In addition, applicants must exhibit grades
in previous academic work which, in the
judgment of the VAB, give reasonable
assurance of success in completing college.
Interested students should also select a
course of study relating to a broadcasting
career and intend to pursue a career in
broadcasting. The grant will be awarded
from applicatidns sent through VAB
member stations, college and university
department heads, student aid offices and
college radio stations in Virginia.

Interested applicants should contact the

following no later than April 1, 1989:
Virginia Association of Broadcasters
620 Stagecoach Road
Charlottesville, VA 22901

Attention: Scholarship Committee

Bike Aid '89

This coming summer, the Overseas
Development Network will be sponsoring
its fourth annual cross-country hunger
awareness bike-a-thon, Bike Aid ’89, to
raise awareness and funds for self-help
development projects overseas and in the
U.s.

In the past three years, 287 cyclists
have crossed the country with Bike-Aid,
raising public awareness of the problems
of world hunger and poverty, as well as a
cumulative total of $390,000. This past
summer, 48 cyclists with Bike-Aid ’88
completed the 3,600 mile journey when
they arrived in Washington, D.C. on
Aug. 18.

For 1989, ODN seeks individuals who

jare concerned with the various issues
connected to world hunger and poverty
and who are willing to discuss them with
the public. Aside from raising a projected
total of $300,000, participants are expected
to be involved in various events and
presentations across the country to bring
attention to the plight of the poor and
hungry at home and around the world,
and to encourage and provide opportun-
ities for public action toward solvbing
these problems.

Bike-Aid ’89 will begin in mid-June
from four West Coast cities--Seattle,
Portland, San Francisco, and Los Angeles.
A shorter ride will orginate from Austin,
Texas beginning in mid-July. The ride
will be completed in mid-August when
cyclists from the five routes converge in
Washington, D.C.

People of all ages and backgrounds are
encouraged to apply. Closing date for the
application is March 3, 1989. Allinterested
should apply immediately.

For more information contact:

Bike-Aid "89

The Overseas Development Network
P.O. Box 2306

Stanford, CA 94309

Tel: (415) 723-0802 or 725-1405




Conway

(from page 5)

fraternities and sororities. (The Caucus)
has been an ongoing network in the
community.

‘A lot of the people who graduate from
VCU who were members of the Caucus
are very productive citizens in the com-
munity.”

“Through the organizational mechan-
ism, people have been able to go out to
put some very viable citizens into the
community. It’s a very real relationship
there to the progress (of) and putting
leaders into the community.”

On race relations at VCU:

“VCU very often has a myopic view
and thinks that Richmond is the Fan,
these buildings, Hard Times and Grace
Street and fails to realize that this is a
major urban community that’s actually
63 percent African-American.
~ “I think VCU has improved in terms
of the tolerance of the concept of race
relations. I don’t really know whther
we’ve lost ground or gained ground. That
is based on the perception of where you
sit.
“I think that the university is a lot less
afraid of the exploration of the opportunity
to improve race relations than it has ever
been. There were times when black
students had to effect the removal of
certain board members because of their
racist attitudes. Today there is (still)
only one black Board of Vistors members
which is one more than in ’75.”

On student race relations:

“I don’t know that students take

advantage of the cross-cultural opportun-

ities that exist. The majority of the
students that graduate . . . are in fields
that are going to take them into an urban
environment. The majority of the nation’s
urban environemnts is multi-cultural and
I think when students don’t involve
themselves in outreaches to socially
understand what it is to deal with all of
these people, then they’re losing.

“I think all students should take Afro-
American classes. I think the marketing
students should take it, because when
they go to Proctor & Gamble or IBM, for
example,they’re going to be asking ‘What
share of the market is black?’ The medical
student is going to have to answer those
questions.”

On the future of opportunities for black
students:

““It’s a narrow threshold in the United
States. I think down the road more and
more African-American students are going
to have to look to the world market to
apply their trades. The world market
doesn’t worry about EOE and Affirmative
Action.”

On his relationship with students:

“I take students as they come to me.
White, black, Chinese — it doesn’t matter.
Clearly, I’m a black man. As a role model,
as a black man, what I try to show
students is that we’re all here scuffling
like hell to survive and let’s not put up
any pretenses. I don’t ever tell anybody
not to be proud of where they’re from.
Let’s learn from it.

“Itis about finding the best way to take
advantage of opportunities. Let’s be real
and just move ahead and try wo make the
world a better place so that we can live a
little while longer. Because if we don’t,
it’s all going to be over.”

Computer technology
changes learning

By Lisa M. Capalaces
Staff Writer

At colleges and universities across
America, students and teachers are chang-
ing their attitudes and traditional learning
methods all because of computer technol-
ogy.

Such was the theme of Jerome John-
ston’s keynote speech, “Technology and
Higher Education,” during the recent
all-day “Celebration of Teaching” sympo-
sium sponsored by VCU and the Central
Virginia Faculty Consortium.

‘“The instrument of the revolution, the
micro-computer,” Johnston said, “is
being used in many different ways to
provide the students with a rigid and
diverse set of learning opportunities--
opportunities that go well beyond what is
possible with traditional tools such as
readings, lectures, discussion groups and
lab sessions.”

Johnston, director of teaching, learning
and technology at the National Center for
Research to Improve Postsecondary Teach-
ing and Learning, known as NCRIPTAL,
spoke to a group of about 80 faculty
members in VCU’s New Academic
Building.

Johnston alternated between his speech
and a video presentation featuring people
he called ““early pioneers” — college
professors who have been leaders in
creatively integrating computers into
course curricula.

In spite of the efforts of these “‘early

pioneers‘ in computer innovation, John-
ston said that the use of computers on
campuses is not widespread.

“The number of faculty members using
computer-based activites in their teaching
is small,” Johnston said. “Less than 10
percent on most campuses, less than five
on many campuses.”

In the accompanying videotape, an
English professor explained that the word
processor has enabled students to look at
their writing again and to want to look at
it again.

Part of the reason they will look more
closely at their writing, the professor
noted, is that the word helps the product’s
appearance.

“It gives them some kind of classy
form that they can look at and they like
that,” she said.

Johnston commented on the video
presentation, noting that the word process-
or helps to ““increase student engagement
in the very process of writing itself.” It is
this focus on the “process” rather than
the “product of writing that Johnston
said is the most exciting contribution of
the word processor to the college writing
experience.

Johnston also discussed ways computers
are used in foreign language instruction
to “enhance mastery and understanding.”
His presentation identified interactive
language programs that help students
understand key concepts and definitions
in dialogue.

Throughout his speech, Johnston

ERA supporters make a showing at the state capitol hoping
the General Assembly will rethink the issus.

Mandy Lee—Commonwealth Times

emphasized the student’s engagement in
the learning process as the key con-
tribution of computer programs.

“In the natural sciences,” he said,
““faculty use computer programs to rethink
the traditional lab experience.”

“By using computer simulation,” John-
ston said, “students can perform experi-
ments in a much shorter time period than
they would take to perform by traditional
methods.”

““Many faculty members are attracted
to computer simulation, because it allows
them, to a limited extent, to overcome the
limits of space and time,” Johnston added.
He also noted that students can change
variables and modify parameters; there-
fore, they “‘become engaged in the process
of discovery.”

Johnston, a faculty member at the
University of Michigan, estimated that
an initial investment in one computer
station costs about $4,000 plus $1,000 per
year for support and recurring costs.

Contrary to the popular belief that
computers will eventually replace teach-
ers, Johnston emphasized that computers
have enhanced the importance and func-
tion of teachers.

But he pointed out the need to create a
system that rewards teachers for intro-
duding computer-based learning into
curricula through more “innovative in-
stitutional responses.”

“For instance,” the educator said,
“faculty involved in technological im-
provements in a program should be
evaluated for those improvements during
promotion and tenure.”

Johnston ended with a strong endorse-
ment of computer use in higher education:

“I think we’re sending out a different
kind of student.

“Students who have had more opportun-
ities to engage the very roots of knowledge,
exploring and manipulating knowledge
in the ways that electronics allow, are
going to make for stronger leadership in
the future, where that future is going to
be totally filled with technology.”
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Whether you're looking for Super Fried Chicken,
fresh made-to-crder Pizza, garden fresh salads, home-
style soups, or fresh frozen yogun, if it's great food,

it's at Ukrop's. ; |

And we have s
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with flexible hours
available for students!
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Virginia Commonwealth Rings
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Band grows and changes sound

By John Sarvey
Staff Writer

Much like the Contoocook River as it
flows through Massachusetts, Contoocook
Line is steadily following its own course.
Last fall, the Richmond band released
their first album — the self-produced
Oliver’s Garden — to initially favorable
reviews. Last month, they began playing
a series of shows that will take them
through Virginia and North Carolina
before they return home for a show at the
Jade Elephant on March 3.

Vocalist John Smith admits the band
has been on hiatus over the holidays, but
says they have been working on new
material and have built up a “a new head
of steam.”

Smith, who also plays rhythm guitar,
along with bassist Hanby Carter, guitarist
Rob Williams and drummer Steve West,
has been with the band for quite some
time. In the early *80s, they began playing
at Trinity High School, under the name
The Cellars. Later they changed their
name to Stalingrad, and they chose their
current name in 1986.

“The other name was stupid, muttered
West. “This one is stupid, too, but . . .”
., ..it’s aesthetic,” interjects Smith.

They have also changed musically over
the years. While initial comparisons to
R.E.M. still linger, mostly regarding their
album and usually made by people who
haven’t seen them recently, Contoocook

Line has settled into a sound of their own.

I read somewhere we were called
‘southern-style, funky rock,’”” said
Williams, in a rare moment of outspoken-
ness. “I don’t think I like that.”

Oliver’s Garden is ‘dated’ Contoocook
Line, a few of the songs going back
several years, and the band has grown
considerably since last fall. Their musicis
more-driving, more demanding and no
longer as subdued as it once was. 5

“I think it’s maybe less accessable,”
explains West. “We don’t have that
R.E.M. sound anymore, so people can’t
just dismiss us as another R.E.M. clone
band. But we’re in a mid-ground where
we’re kind of artsy-fartsy, and we’re kind
of a pop band, and people don’t know
how to react sometimes.”

The lyrical tone has also changed.
Whereas the album is loaded with personal
melancholy, Smith says that the newer
material is much lighter, adding that
there is also a change in intent. “On the
album, a lot of the stuff I wrote, or Steve
wrote, is personal. A lot of the newer stuff
is third person, and on another level.”

Sometimes, however, their tighter,
more consistent sound fails to connect. At
Trax in Charlottesville, where they opened
up for The Fleshtones, several hundred
people sat quietly in the back of the club
while Contoocook Line played. In Rich-
mond a week before, they packed the Jade

with dancing fans. The band, however,
seems to take it all in stride.

“We knew, going in, they’d probably
hate us,” laughs Carter. ‘“We’ve always
been a band that people wanted to dance
to, but couldn’t. Now they don’teven try,
so we serve steaks and play while they
eat.”

West admits that opening for a big-
name band, especially out of town, causes
some problems, since most people are
only there to see the headliner. Contoo-
cook Line tries to ignore this, playing

New Sound: Better or Worse?

By Rick Pfamatter
Staff Writer

The Replacements have taken some
flak lately becasue some say that they
have sold out. O.K., so they did change
their name from The Impediments to get
a better record deal and the Minnesota-
based quartet has exchanged their earlier
punk-influenced style for something some-
wahat more reserved. They Might Be
Giants even wrote a song parodying them
(We’re The Replacements). But with
their new album Don’t Tell A Soul have
they changed for the worse?

The album is somewhat slower-paced
than previous efforts, but on the drawing
board that does not sound all bad. Some
their best efforts of late have included a
jazz-influenced sound, but, sadly, the
horns are missing here and they choose to
go towards a more Memphis blues style.

. The Replacements sang about Alex

Chilton on their last album, but his Big
Star influence is much more evident on
this release.

“Talent Show” is a song of gradually
building tempo that tells perhaps of the
early days and of trying to make a name
for oneself.

“We’ll Inherit the Earth” talks about
sharing things that all were meant to
enjoy but are being taken away by the

their best, and knowing that at least a few
people will appreciate their music.

“When we open for large bands there
are always 10 or 12 people who tell us we
were really good,” West says, noting that
larger bands have been booed off the
stage before.

“We played with Camper Van Beethov-

See Contoocook page 11

few.

“Aching to Be” sounds like it could
have been written by B.B. King, with its
great, harmonica-punctuated lyrics. (She
closes her mouth to speak / closes her eyes to
see / and thought about her only love / just
like me.)

Side two is a far stronger display of
talent. Headlined by the best true rocker
on the disc, “Anywhere is Better than
Here,” a well-used theme of a we-gotta-
get-outta-this-place attitude.

True confusion is the tale of ““Asking
Me Lies” (Rich getting richer / poor
getting drunk / ...telling me questions
asking me lies.)

Although many of these songs do not
have as many beats per minute as previous

. efforts, the only song that could be called

a true ballad is one of the strogest efforts
of the record. “Rock and Roll Ghost”
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