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| Take a cruise

4

MAKE THIS THE ULTIMATE RECREATIONAL RIDER. |

: 3116 W. Cary St.
For Over 70 Years 353-4333ry
‘ 7429 W. Broad
672-3441
11020 Midlothian

BICYCLES 7946754

Energize Your Wardrobe

Suit up in casual clothirig from the VCU Bookstore and enjoy the practical comfort of

T-shirts, sweatshirts, pants, and shorts to fit any lifestyle and budget. These are just

samples of the wide selection of exciting styles available every day at either campus
““bookstore. So try out some school spirit today!

1. Alumni Fleece. Alumnil Show your pride with this heavyweight 50% polyester/
50% cotton crewneck sweatshirt. White. S, M, L, XL—$21.99; XXL—$22.99;
Alumni T-shirt, same design. Grey—$9.99; XXL—$11.50

[hel

. Tackie-Twill Sweatshirt. Heavyweight crewneck sweatshirt of 50/50 blend with
classic appliqued letters. Available in black, white, and grey. S, M, L, XL—$23.75;
Hooded—$22.99

. Super Heavyweight Sweatshirt. Oversized athletic-weight sweatshirt with a
two-color imprint. The ultimate fleece experience. Grey only. Crewneck, S, M, L,
XL—$35.99: XXL—$39.99; Hooded Shirt, S, M, L, XL—$43.99; XXL—$49.99

Inside-Out Fleece. Super heavyweight crewneck sweatshirt with the athletic
striped rib knit trim. * Light grey heather. S, M, [—$29.99

w

S

w

. Flocking Imprint. Bold VCU print and flock two-color imprint on a 50/50 blend
heavyweight crew. Available in navy, grey and black. S, M, L—3$23.99

- 6. Embroidered Polo. Pin-striped placket coliar polo with a 50/50 biend. VCU
embroidered on the left chest. White only. Men’s sizes S, M, L, XL—$17.99

. Kid's Stuff. The bookstore offers an exciting selection of infant and children’s
apparel. We have what you want for that special youth.

8. Vintage Hooded Sweat. Classic hooded sweatshirt with a muff pocket and
two-color imprint in 50/50 blend. White. S, M, L, XL—$14.99

9. Fleece Sweatpants. The latest athletic look in 50/50 blend with two-color
imprint. - Gold or black. S, M, L, XL—$18.99

~

Prices subject to change without notice.

Spirited Clothing from the YCU Bookstore

900 Park Avenue
367-1678
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I came to Richmond about seven years ago and proceeded to plunder VCU’s Communication Arts Department for everything I could
getbefore bailing out to embark on a career as a filmmaker, role-playing scenario illustrator and graphic novelist. Since these fields are hard to break into for someone
THE COVER: with a deficiency of raw aggression, I have spent the meantime laying out hospital rooms for X-ray installation, drawing caricatures and airbrushing T-shirts at
a local abusement park (I mean, amusement park), washing dishes and cleaning construction sites. Insofar as my original ambitions are concerned, I can list to
3 my credit the following: One four-page comic story and a few single illos for the excellent but dearly
departed Game News; three back-up stories for Adventure Comics (the last stories in Ninja Elite #2, and
Warriors #1&2, for all you faithful out there); covers and interior art for Renegade Dreams, a role-
playing adventure recently unleashed by the Blacksburg Tactical Research Center; and a lavish Arabian
Nights pastiche for Dark Horse Presents #35, which will hopefully be out by the time you read these
words (or shortly thereafter). I am also currently working with J. E. Barnes of Pain, Ink. on his video
productions, Legends of Valhalla and the upcoming Savage Fists of the Men in Black, which can be seen
on local cable’s public access; I hope to get some of my student film projects onto Public Access as well,
once [ slap a soundtrack on ‘em.

“‘Ghoul Feeding’ by Richard Upton Pickman” s part of a series of drawings I did for a “dream
project” of sorts, a film adaptation of “Pickman’s Model” by H. P. Lovecraft. I intended this to be my
magnum opus for my VCU filmmaking class until I realized just how much it would cost to film an hour-
long production in 16 millimeter, as I had originally planned. With 80 percent of the pre-production work
done, my only setbacks to filming have been the loss of a principal actor to a high-paying job in California,
and a state of being chronically sub-rich. If anyone reading this is a wealthy patron of macabre art or a
demented actor witha passion for Lovecraft, and is interested in helping me get this project together, please
send $5,000 or a videotape of yourself glaring into the camera and uttering the words “You needn’t think
I’'m crazy, Eliot. . .” to 2900 Monument Ave. #1, Richmond, Va. 23221

about Sam Inabinet

Cover: “‘Ghoul Feeding’ by Richard Upton Pickman” by Sam Inabinet

NEWS

4 Founder's Day is VCU's celebration of the founding of the University (or at least the MCV part of it). The Uni-
p versity is 151 years old this year, and the Office of Alumni Activities is hosting its second annual gala fest.

WYVCW, the University's only radio station, can only be picked up wandering through Hibbs or several of the
dormatories. Contrary to popular belief, however, WDCE is not the only alternative station in town. Find out
what's happening on the third floor of the Milhiser House.

FOLIO '

The Department of Dance and Choreography recently hosted one of the most exciting events the City of
p 9 Richmond has experienced in recent times. What exactly was it that you missed? Why, the Cultural Heritage
Series, which featured dance and music that you could never hope to see at the Metro.

The Commonwealth Times compensates for commercial Halloween specials with a six-page section devoted
p 12 entirely to the history of the holiday, an interview with a local wicce, a description of a pagan ceremony and a
color photo spread devoted to Edgar Allan Poe, who Richmond often tries to claim as a "native son".

The Department of Afro-American Studies entertained several hundred VCU students last week with
p 18' 19 visiting lecturer/performer Jerry Eastman. In the more structured corners of the city, the Richmond

Ballet will soon begin it's season. Student and faculty exhibits can be seen around campus above the

Commons Theater and in the Anderson Gallery. All of this, and the new installment of OUTLANDS...

SPORTS

VCU is going to the Sun Belt Conference Championships. Although basketball doesn't start for several

p weeks, there's plenty of action on the Sports page with previews of all the Sun Belt action, from cross country
£ to volleyball.

EDITORIAL

No punches pulled this week, with guest columnist Miohael L. Snapp laying out campus Republicans as apa-
p 26 thetic wimps and campus liberals as ignorant activists. Editorial editor Tracy Ebbert is addressing yet another
"Myth America" contest and a look at the ghosts of education past, present and future.
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VCU to celebrate 151st anniversary

By James A. Smith
Staff Writer

On Friday, November 3, VCU will ob-
serve its 151st anniversary with the second
annual Founder’s Day Gala to be held at the
Richmond Omni.

The initial preparation for this year’s
Founder’s Day started back in February,
when the Office of Alumni Activities and
the Activities Programming Board got to-
gether todiscuss funding and entertainment.

At a later date, the theme “STARS” was
chosen to represent the evening’s events.
Soon the Office of Major Programs became
involved and all three organizations began
the detailed work of making Founder’s Day
a reality.

According to Fred Wayne, director of the
Office of Major Projects, this year’s
Founder’s Day is personalized.

“We are going to stress the stars of this
university: the students, the faculty, and the
alumni. These are the people who make this

university great,” Wayne said.

He also said Founder’s Day will provide
an opportunity for VCU to recognize the
alumni who have made significant contribu-
tions to society and the school.

Founder’s Day, which began last year as
an outgrowth of a fall celebration, will fea-
ture the roots of VCU — the individual
schools.

“VCU began as a collection of schools
and not as a traditional university,” said Dr.
Bill Iles, director of the Office of Alumni
Activities.

Iles is responsible for ensuring that VCU
develops “a supportive and united program
that involves alumni across the nation in
their university.” He sees the continuation
of Founder’s Day as a means of VCU estab-
lishing credibility among future alumni.

Diane Stout, assistant director of the
Office of Alumni Activities, said students
are “directly involved with the program.”
She cited the involvement of the East Cam-
pus SGA’s social committee and the West
Campus APB. She also said the newly or-
ganized Student Alumni Ambassadors are

taking part in organizing and participating
in the evening’s events.

“It is not often that students from both
campuses have the opportunity to work
together on a project of this scale, “ said
George Andrews, chairman of the East
Campus’ Social Committee.

He also said that “Founder’s Day pro-
vides students with the opportunity to meet
distinguished alumni and celebrate the
university’s diverse history.”

The format of Founder’s Day will re-
semble that of an Academy Awards event.
The focal point of the gala will be the alumni
awards presentation, which will be done by
Brenda Hughes and Jeff Hill of WWBT,
Channell2. Award recipients will include
Tom Robbins, author of “Even Cowgirls
Get the Blues,” and George Woltz, who
created the slogan “Virginia Is for Lovers.”

Other events of the night include musical
entertainment by the New York Swing Band,
a contemporary oldies band, and the Good
Guys, who play “cross-cultural” rock. There
will also be displays featuring the history of
the various schools of VCU, original stu-

Founder’s Day pro-

vides students with
the opportunity to
meet distinguished
alumni and celebrate
the university’s

- diverse history.

dent art scuptures, and a student art auction.

Semi-formal dress is required. Tickets
are $8 for students, $15 for non-students.
They will be on sale starting Oct. 23 in the
Student Commons and the Larrick Student
Center. Tickets may also be purchased at the
Office of Alumni Activities, 828 W. Fran-
klin St.

WVCW faces “catch-22” in FM quest

By Jacquelyn Johnson
Staff Writer

Converting to FM would enable more
students to enjoy VCU’s radio station,
WVCW, but the process will not be an easy
one.

It will take money and time, said Kurt
Keppler, assistant dean of student affairs.
Four questions are just a few of the ones that
must be answered before a plan is devel-
oped, he said.

What FM stations are available?

The lower section of the FM dial, which
is where WVCW would be located, consti-
tutes the education band — consultants must
be hired to find an available station.

1 Where will a tower be placed to enable
long-distancetransmissionandwillanyinter-
ference result?

¢ George Crutchfield, professor and for-
mer director of the School of Mass Commu-
nications, said a study, conducted nearly 17
years ago, found a way to increase power of
WVCW by placing a tower on WTVR’s
roof, however, interference would have
resulted so the plan was axed.

What equipment and wiring is necessary,
Keppler said, is another factor that must be
considered, whichtakesresearchand money.

Currently WVCW broadcasts to the Hibbs
cafeteria and Johnson, Rhoads and Glad-
ding residence centers on 640 AM. The
music is a diverse mix of progressive, his-

panic, folk, and Christian rock and metal —
to name a few.

Unlike the University of Richmond’s
radio station, WDCE, WVCW has sched-
uled times and days for particular music,
said John Graham Stimis, who has three
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jobs in addition to his station manager posi-
tion at WVCW.

Stimis said he realizes the “incredible
bureaucracy” involved with a state-funded
university, butadded, “The university hasn’t
really been aware of how difficult it is ...
getting the station on the air. They’re (the

university) afraid of the damage a station
could do to the university image rather that
the benefit of its existence.”

All of the community doesn’t know the
advantages VCU and MCYV offer, he said,
adding that WVCW could be an influential
communication outlet.

WVCW gets its money for equipment
and maintenance from the Student Media
Commission, which is made up of selected
students, faculty and administration repre-
sentatives. When money is needed by a
particular medium, they must submit a re-
quest to the SMC, which votes on awarding
the request.

Since the SMC gets its money from stu-
dent activities fees, Richard Wilson, vice
provost for student affairs, said student fees
would have to increase to compensate the
expense of FM expansion.

Max Ryder, production director at
WVCW, said the radio station is a “business
and should try to be maintained as one,”
which includes more advertising revenues.

Although it sometimes becomes frustrat-
ing because of lack of material, Ryder said
you can add more input at a small station
than at a big station.

Wilson said it’s a “catch-22 dilemma.”
The station has more flexibility with a small
audience and would have to conform to a
larger FM audience. WVCW mightagree to
target that audience, but in doing so it would
lose the flexibility and programming for
which it is known on campus.



Life 1s a matter of choice, ex-football star claims

By Dee Dee Hirsch
Staff Writer

Eugene Edward “Mercury” Morris did
not come to VCU to speak about drugs. The
42-year-old former Miami Dolphin, who
was arrested for cocaine possession and
trafficking, spoke about choice.

Morris, who spoke in the Commons.
Theater last Tuesday night, began by taking
his audience on a trip through history to see
how America has become what it is today.

The former football star spoke about the
Vietnam conflict, the civil rights conflict
and the anti-establishment conflict. All of
these conflicts led to a cause, Morris said.

he chose to do,” he said.
Morris next switched his attention to the
lottery.

When people play the lottery, and the
odds are a billion to one, they don’t look at
the billion — they look at the one, he said.

Morris said that Len Bias and Donny
Rogers, twosports stars whodied freebasing
cocaine, were caught in the lottery of in-
volvement.

“They looked at the billion and never
looked at the one,” Morris said. “They
didn’t die of a cocaine overdose. They died
of a choice.”

“The concept of drug use and the mis-
conception of drug abuse is carried by the

singular factor, as was Adam, of the failure to
recognize that it was his choice,” he said.

A drug, Morris stated, is not an abusable
item. When you use drugs, you only abuse
yourself.

“You never see an ounce of coke on the 6
o’clock news going to jail in the back of a
police car in handcuffs,” he said.

If individuals carefully consider their
options, they will make the right choices.
People must also accept responsibility for
their actions, he said. Morris changed his life
by changing his choices.

“‘Mercury’ Morris did not stop using
drugs. ‘Mercury’ Morris wanted to be a bet-
ter father, he wanted to be a better husband,

he wanted to be a better person in the com-
munity, but first he wanted to be someone
who can be depended upon. Those things
have nothing to do with drugs. They have
everything to do with choice,” Morris said.

Not even God could keep Adam from
making the wrong choices; everyone does
many times, he pointed out.

“I made some real bad choices in my life.
The idea is to make the right choice. The
choice belongs to you. It’s a gift,” Morris
said.

“The choice is yours. It’s always been
yours. And this whole thing called life is a
matter of choice.”

“Over 100,000 men who were in that
conflict (Vietnam) who made it back to
these shores, committed suicide,” Morris
said. This is almost twice as many as the
number of names on the Vietnam Memorial
wall in Washington.

He said after Vietnam and the civil rights
conflicts, America was left with the anti-es-
tablishment conflict.

“Now what we had left was the residual
effect of what we were as a country,” Morris
said.

J

Kathy Laraia--Commonwealth Times

Morris then edged into the 1980s and the
focus of his presentation: choice. He cited
an incident last year in Kentucky, when a
drunken driverran into a school bus, killing
27 children. :

“A guy goes to a legal drug supplier in
Kentucky by choice. He consumes $27
worth of a legal drug by choice. He goes
and gets in his pickup truck and drives
down the street by choice. What he didn’t
choose to do directly was run into that
school bus and kill 27 kids on their way
home from g church picnic and then plead
not guilty,” Morris said.

He said he believes this reflects the 'ack

of accountability that has been built into
this country. |
Morris then went back in history ever
further — to the time of Adam. Adam was
advised by God, but he made the wrong |
choice. Adam, Morris said, was a fool. |
“Mercury’ Morris was a fool for a time |
in his life only because of the foolish things !

Virginia Commonwealth University

DATE: NOV. 4, 1989
TIME: 10:00-12:00
FREE T-SHIRT FOR THE FIRST 100

PIZZA & SODA
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2528 West Main Street

Student Discounts

FOUNDER'S DAY
BALL
NOV. 3

$10 off Tuxedo Rentals
S[ejuay opoaxnfg, Jjo O1$

gingiss
formalwear

WORLD'S LARGEST FORMALWEAR RENTER

The Shops at Willow Lawn
(804)282-0900
Chesterfield Town Center
(804)794-6430

MCY research center could
be “best in the world”’

By Susan B. Schermerhorn
Staff Writer

Dr. Barry M. Dorsey, associate director
of the State Council for Higher Education in
Virginia, said he believes the Council’s
proposal to establish MCV as a research
center for brain injury may make the center
“the best in the world.”

In its recommendation to the 1989-90
biennium of the Virginia General Assem-
bly, the Council voted in favor of an un-
specified amount of state funds to help fi-
nance the proposed Commonwealth Center.
In order for the center to be funded, it must
be ranked among the top four of its kind in
the nation.

Already recognized as outstanding, the
brain injury center at MCV would evolve
around a nationally known group of investi-
gators who have contributed significantly to
the scientific community’s understanding o
of neurological and vascular changes that
occur with injury and influence recovery.

The VCU center, which wishes to im-
prove the treatment of brain injuries, will be

established around existing rehabilitative
services at the university’s health science
division.

“If the General Assembly approves the
Council’s recommendation, the outlook for
the brain injury center at MCV is very opti-
mistic,” said Dorsey.

Dr. John Povlishock, of MCV’s rehabili-
tative medicine, stated that “head injury js
often looked upon as a disease of the young
due to sports injuries and automobile acci-
dents which occur at a young age.

“The most important thing is further
acceleration of better treatment of head inju-
ries through new therapeutic remedies and
facilitated training. The multi-centered ef-
forts developed in the labs are now going to
clinical trial at MCV,” Povlishock added.

Once put into action the Common-:
wealth Center should lead to significant new
information, including broad-ranging cen-
tral nervous system disorders such as stroke.

This will ultimately translate into im-
proved management and treatment of brain-
injured humans at MCYV, an acknowledged
world leader in the treatment of neural inju-
ries.

New SGA committee
addresses race relations

By Julie Bryant
Staff Writer

Still in its early stages of development,
the Student Government Association’s re-
cently formed Human Relations Ad Hoc
Committee is attempting to make progress.

“We hope to educate VCU students about
racial relations not only among black and
white students, but among international
students as well,” said Andy Malik, chair-
man of the committee.

The committee’s premiere forum has been
tentatively scheduled for the first Monday in
November.

“Alot of preparation is going into the first
forum to make sure it’s a success,” Malik
said. The committee has also made plans to
meet with the Greek Council, the Black
Caucus and the Black Student Union to
ensure that everyone has a chance to become
involved.

They plan to target freshman dorms in

hopes of getting a large turnout and also
propose to maintain the current Monday
night, 6-9 p.m. schedule.

Todd L’Herrou, an SGA member-at-large,
said the first forum “will probably host a
guest speaker, an anonymous question and
answer session, and some type of film dn
race relations.”

Topics up for discussion include the re-
cent incidents of racial tension on campus,
controversial T-shirts, and graffitti that has
appeared on and around campus.

Gwen Eatherton, director of Student
Activities, said the committee is necessary
and “will accomplish a better understanding
of the variety of cultures here on this cam-
pus.” .

L. Victor Collins, director of the Office of
Student Minority Affairs, commended the
SGA’s effort. ;

“Anytime we can contribute toany chance
of greater understanding between races it is
a worthwhile effort.”

TEXT
BOOKS

W“"

359-2365
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School of
Business
proposes
GPA increase

By Cecily Peeples
Staff Writer

Recently, the School of Business pro-
posed a new plan to increase the minimum
grade point average requirement, as well as
solvetheimmediateproblemofovercrowded
classrooms.

In a proposal issued by the dean’s office,
beginning in the fall 0f1991, applicants to
the school will be subject to a GPA require-
ment of 2.5 instead of the current 2.25.

Dr. Iris Johnson, associate dean of
Undergraduate Studies, said that the reason

“Our main goal is
to bring the
school’s quality
and reputation up
to a point where we
can compete with
some of the best
business schools
in the nation.”

for the proposal “is to be able to work within
our resources while getting quality at the
same time.” She said the decision came
about when the school saw that the school
could not balance its limited resources and
the increasing number of applicants to its
business program.

Johnson said this will have little effect on
currentundergraduates, sinceonly 2.7 pecent
ofthestudentspresentlyhaveaveragesbelow
the proposed increase.

She said that although the implementa-
tion of the plan had changed since its intro-
duction, the intent of the plan had remained
the same.

“The original plan was to phase in the
change in GPA over several years,” said
Johnson. “However, after thinking about it,
we decided that it would lead to much con-
fusion for the students, and it would be hard
for us to keep track of what student came in
at what time.”

The proposal was unanimously passed
by the School of Business Undegraduate
Committee, and will next be presented to
Dr. Robert R. Trumble, dean of the School
of Business. If passed, it will be submitted
for approval to the University Undergradu-
ate Curriculum Committee.

The school has already implemented one
program designed to improve the quality of
education, an early admissions program
similar to the one currently used by MCV.
The program guarantees admission to stu-
dents with an SAT score of 1200 or higher
and a cumulative GPA of at least 3.5.

“Our main goal,” said Johnson, “is to
bring the school’s quality and reputation up
to a point where we can compete with some
of the best business schools in the nation.”



AKL to sponsor
Halloweenwatch

By Kim Phillips
Staff Writer

Parents in the Fan can feel safe taking
their children trick-or-treating this year,
thanks to a local fraternity.

The Virginia Commonwealth University
chapter of Alpha Kappa Lambda fraternity
and the Fan District Association are spon-
soring the second annual Halloween Watch
on Oct. 31 from 6:30 p.m.-9:30 p.m.

Two men will be stationed on each street
corner in the fan area bound by Floyd and
Stuart avenues, and Strawberry and Allen
streets.

Approximately 50 men will be taking
part in the watch this year.

“We just want to try and make it a safe
area for parents and their children,” said
Alpha Kappa Lambda president, Chris
Gutzmer.

Because the high crime rate has broyght
a decline of participation in the age-old
ritual of trick-or-treating, Gutzmer said he
hopes this program encourages both parents
and their children.

Last year, several fraternity brothers,
while covering a larger area, chased off a
burglar who was breaking into a house.

Gutzmer said the police never caught the
burgler, but at least they scared him away.

Alpha Kappa Lambda is planning to
sponsor the Halloween Watch every year.

The pledges of the fraternity this year are
also having a Pumpkin Fest at Sixth Street
Marketplace, where they will be giving
pumpkins to underprivileged children.

tocal
charged with
student rape

A Richmond man has been arrested and
charged with raping an 18-year-old VCU
student on Oct. 16.

It was the second reported rape of a stu-
dent this semestet. Both assaults occurred
off campus.

In last week’s incident, a woman told
police she was assaulted by a man at his Fan
District home at about 11 p.m. Two hours
later, police arrested Carlton Wendell Dun-
can, 24, of the 1600 block of Grove Avenue.

No other information on that case was
available.

On Aug. 31, a man was shot twice by a
Richmond police officer whenhe was caught
in the Jackson Ward apartment of a 21-year-
old woman who had beenraped and stabbed.

Patrolman Paul Tuttle responded to a
reported breaking and entering at a home in
the 100 block of West Clay Street about
11:30 p.m. The officer entered the apart-
ment after hearing a woman scream. When
aman came out of a bathroom and lunged at
the officer with a butcher knife, Tuttle fired
his revolver, striking the man in the abdo-
men and the leg.

Police then found the woman, who was
treated at MCV Hospital and released.

The man charged in the incident, Ray-
mond Randolph Scott, 31, of the 2400 block
of Wood Street, was wanted in a series of
burglaries and sexual assaults.

News Briefs

VCU Student Commended for
Outstanding Journalism

Jennifer Williams, a senior at VCU, won
the 1989 Agnes Cooke Scholarshipawarded
the Virginia Women’s Press Association.

The award is based on dedication to the
field of journalism, writing samples, quality
of experience and need.

Williams has worked as a sports writer
for Richmond Newspapers Inc., the Po-
tomac News, The Commonwealth Times
and Stafford County Chronicle. She recently
completed an internship at the Virginia
Lawyers Weekly in Richmond.

She is immediate past president of the
VCU campus chapter of Sigma Delta Chi,
the Society of Professional Journalists, for-
mer sports editor of The Commonwealth
Times and a member of the Association for
Women in Sports Media.

Bag Lunch Highlights Virginia
Museum

“The Virginia Musueum of Fine Arts:
‘Where Art Lives” will be the topic of discus-
sion at the Brown Bag Lunch to be held at
the Richmond Public Library, 101 E. Fran-
klin St., on Friday, Nov. 3 from noon to 1
p.m.

Deborah A. Frazier, assistant manager of
the Office of Eduation and Outreach, will
speak on the history of the Virginia Museum
collections, architecture and resources, in
addition to pointing out highlights that are
“not to be missed.”

This program is free of charge and open
to the public. For more information, call
780-4256.

1708 East Main Hosts
Fundraiser

1708 East Main’s annual Invitational Ex-
hibition, a fundraiser for the artist-run, non-
profit gallery, will this year feature 90 area
artists, the highest number ever to partici-
pate in one of the Richmond art scene’s most
popular shows.

The exhibition and sale opens with a re-
ception on Friday, Nov. 3 from 7 to 10 p.m.
More than 150 original works of art will be
on show through Saturday, Nov. 18. Works
include painitings, drawings, scupture,
photography, prints and mixed-media pieces
with most works in the $100-150 range.

Artist exhibiting include Bernard Martin,
Ann Chenoweth, Aggie Zed, Gail-Nathan,
James Miller, James Bumgardner, Michael
Drought, Tom Gordon, Barbara Tisserat,
David Camden, Diana Detamore, Gerald
Donato, Joan Gaustad, Harold North, Joe
Seipel, George Cruger, Jane Ware, Richard
Carlyon, Eleanor Rufty and Myron Helfgott.

Oxfam: Fast for a World
Harvest

On Nov. 16, the Thursday before Thanks-
giving, more than one million Americans
will take part in Oxfam America’s Fast for a
World Harvest to benefit poor people

throughout the world. A large percentage of
those who fast each year are students at
colleges and universities throughout the na-
tion.

The 16th annual fast is sponsored by
veteran TV actor Mike Farrell of
“M*A*S*H,” Talking Heads musician and
film director David Byrne, Father Theodore
Hesburgh and civil rights crusader Coretta
Scott King, among others.

The Fast for a World Harvest is Oxfam’s
annualeducationandfund-raisingcampaign.
Each year thousands of people join together
to fight hunger through the symbolic act of
fasting. The money they save by not eating
is given to Oxfam to support its international
programs.

Oxfam American is a non-profit, interna-
tional agency that funds self-help develop-
ment and disaster-relief projects in Africa,
Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean.

Students Selected for
Presidential Search Committee

The following students have been selected
to serve on the student steering committee
for the Presidential Search: Paul L. Adams,
Jr. (chair), Candace Greco, Floyd E. Miller
and Lavaunda Roundtree from the
Academic Campus and David Blankenship,
Bernard Gross, Chris Hooper and Carol
Radmore from MCV.

School of Nursing Hosts
Recption

The School of Nursing held a reception
for newly admitted Afro-American students
during thé orientation program for the fall
semester. Black alumni from the Saint Phil-
lip School of Nursing and from MCV were
there to help celebrate and begin relation-
ships with the new students.

The Minority Affairs Committee of the
School also wants to plan a reception for
other multi-cultural students but needs help
locating information concerning graduates
who are Asian-Pacific, Hispanic, Indian or
Native American. :

Please contact Terry Whitson, director of
development and alumni affairs, at 786-
0724 or Theresa M. Fernandez, coordinator
of minority affairs, at 786-0835 if you have

PORTRAITS

more information.

OCT.30-NOV 3

STANLEY H. KAPLAN EDUCATIONAL CENTER LTD.

FINAL PREP CLASS FOR DEC. 2
EXAM STARTS OCT. 29

085-3414
5001 W. Broad St.
(across from Willow Lawn)

WHAT IF YOU
DON'T GET
INTO THE GRAD
SCHOOL OF
YOUR CHOICE?

Sure, there are other
schools. But why settle? -
Kaplan prep courses help
students raise their scores
and their chances of
being admitted into their
first-choice schools. Fact
is, noone has helped
students score higher!
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AT LAS

IT PAVS To' BE
A NICE GUY

RECEIVE UP TO 1000 A SEMESTER

The Andrology Center at Henrico Doctors’ Hospital is
seeking donors for its Sperm Bank. Donors are screened
at no cost and participation in the program is completely
confidential. Donors are reimbursed for their time and
expenses, up to $1,000 a semester.

Donated sperm is used primarily for artificial insemi-
nation, which can help infertile couples have children.

For information, call Jim East, Director of the
Andrology Center, at 289-4955.

CONFIDENTIALITY IS GUARANTEED

ANDROLOGY CENTER

E HENRICO DOCTORS’ HOSPITAL
(804) 289-4955

ROOM&
BORED?

Turn on to off-campus living, where it's so much better
than cramped, gloomy rooms. You can really stretch out
and enjoy life at these exciting communities, where non-
stop social activities and revved-up recreation set the
pace. Plus modern kitchens, air-conditioning and carpet!

Meet you at the hot-tub!

Call 329-6666 Today!

EXit I-95 at US 301, then south to Azalea Avenue. East on Azalea to
Wilkinson, then left to entrance. Rental office at 5701 Pony Farm Drive.

G S c The Apartment People . @

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

i BOB DYLAN @
; OH MERCY

including:
Everything Is Broken/Political World

R g

including:
Living With The Dreaming Body
Circle Around The Sun
Fall Upon Me/Pulling Touch

$12.99/7.49 $11.99/6.49
JOE STRUMMER JEFFERSON
EARTHQUAKE WEATHER AIRPLANE g

including:

I including: The Wheel Plangs/Summer Of Love
Street

Shouting Street/Gangsterville
Sikorsky Parts/island Hopping

I

$11.99/6.49

PIAN T RELORPS

3002 W. Cary Street (in Carytown) 353-9996
Open Mon.-Sat. 10-7, Sun. 12-6

$11.99/7.49

Are You
Studyin

For LastYear}s
LSAT?

If you're not taking Stanley H. Kaplan to prepare for the new LSAT,
you could be wasting time studying for an exam that’s already outdated.

That's because unlike most test prep companies, our research
department acts on test changes before others even know they exist. And
with Kaplan, youll benefit-from our 50 years of experience, small classes
and superior teaching methods.

So when it comes to preparing for the new LSAT, study with the one
test prep company that always does its homework.

FSTANLEY H. KAPLAN
= Take Kaplan OrTake Your Chances
FINAL PREP CLASS FOR DEC. 9
EXAM BEGINS NOV. 1

285-3414 5001 W. Broad St.
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FOLIO

CULTURAL HERITAGE

“Telling A Story With Your Feet”

By John Sarvay
Staff Writer

“If you do not do it, it will not be done,”
said Garth Fagan in the closing moments of
the Cultural Heritage Series panel discus-
sion last week.

The Cultural Heritage Series, which pre-
sented performances by nationally recog-
nized dance groups, culminated last week
with a panel discussion, featuring Fagan, La
Vaughn Robinson of the Philadelphia Tap
Dances, Ferne Caulker-Bronson of Ko Thi
DanceCompany and Katrina Hazzard-Gor-
don of the Diaspora Dance Theatre, and a
performance by the Garth Fagan Bucket
Dance Company.

The panel discussion, moderated by Eva
Gholson of Temple University, drew sev-
eral hundred students and faculty to the
Commons Theater to hear the artists’ views
on dance, art and society.

The discussion, which was entitled
“Cultural Heritage in a Changing World,”
focused on three main strands of the black
cultural experience: the urban development
of “hoofin’” as portrayed by Robinson, the
Diaspora and Ko Thi interpretations of tra-
ditional African dance and the synthesis of
these and others as explored by Fagan. By
the end of the discussion, however, it be-
came apparent that the simiiarities far out-

weigh the differences for these artists.

Caulker-Bronson, who spoke to the audi-
ence first, commented on the nature of art.
Art, she said, comes directly from living.

As a child, Caulker-Bronson was very in-
terested in the space she was in. “I wasn’tal-
ways interested in what was at the next
bend,” she said.

Katrina Gordon, of the Diaspora Dance
Company, is very interested in preserving

‘what she sees as a shrinking cultural base,

Her group is involved_in taking African
dance vocabulary and codifying it in simple
terms so that its movements and motions can
be preserved, even if they are set aside by
generations.

She also spoke of how the motions of
modern and traditional African dance are
evolved from the work and play of the early
Africans.

Her students often ask her, “Why do we
warm up? When Africans dance, they don’t
warm up.”

She laughs and replies, “If you bend up
and down in the field all day, you don’t need
to stretch your hamstrings on the bar.”

All of the artists became involved with
their culture at an early age; Robinson was
introduced to hoofing at the age of seven.

“I learned the art of hoofing on the streets
of Philadelphia,” said Robinson.

The art he learned was a street art, devel-

oped from the bottom down. It was not, he
emphasized, acrobatic tap dancing, but
“board beating.” Gradually, by watching
other performers in the Philadelphia streets,
Robinson learned to connect the rhythm in
his head with the movement in his feet. As
he matured, so did his dance.

“When you get older,” Robinson said,
“you start telling a story with your feet.”

Robinson said that many of his tech-
niques were “stolen” from other hoofers, by
watching their techniquesand adapting them
to his styles.

Garth Fagan, with his Bucket Dance
Company, uses much the same method,
indicating that his troupe, for instance, will
take a classical ballet movement and adapt
it to African music or rhythms.

The hierarchy of American dance, he
said, is such that ballet ranks at the top, and
ethnicdance fallsmuchlower. Fagan’s group
incorporates African, Caribbean and urban
movements with the more traditional meth-
ods of dance to create some of the most dif-
ficult, and different, dance routines pos-
sible.

One thing all the artists have contended
with is financing. Robinson noted that in
1956 he would often give two performances
for the price of one, simply because the
white club owners were not willing to give
black artists equal footing with whites. The

agents, he said, got rich off the black danc-
ers.

Bronson sees the gaps in financing as
being political, insofar as her company faces
competition from other groups competing
for the same funds, and from the increased
use of technology.

All of the panelists emphasized the qual-
ity of their “products.” Fagan said that
Gordon’s Diaspora company was such that
“The quality is so good that people have to
let it happen.” He also acknowledged that
entertainment is easier to understand for
most people, making any messages that may
exist in performance secondary.

For Gordon and the other artists, the pres-
ervation of their cultural base, of a general
cultural base, is important.

“The music, the dance, it is essential to a
person’s base,” said Bronson. And it is es-
sential to our cultural heritage.

Ko Thi
Spiritually
lifts
Audience

By Meg Fredgren

The spirit of Afro-American dance, music
and culture came to life last Saturday at the
performance given by the Ko Thi Dance
Company as part of VCU’s Department of
Dance and Choreography’s Cultural Heri-
tage series. The evening left the audience
virtually spellbound, as words .such as
“incredible,” “spiritual” and “moving” filled
the air.

Ferne Caulker-Bronson, as artistic di-
rector and choreographer of Ko Thi, is the
mastermind behind this successful endeavor
to revitalize and preserve the traditions of
African culture not only in dance butalso in
the oral and musical senses. She had been
able to create, along with her company, a
powerful feeling of history and culture.
Saturday’s performance gave witness to this
ability. With drumming and percussion of
the African tradition, the dancing, singing
and shouting, many felt as if they wanted to
join the artists on stage.

The technique and precision were re-
markable in this program. As Caulker-Bron-
son later remarked in a seminar, “We have

See THI, page 11
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FOR WOMEN ONLY:

9
STYLE CUT

Hair Elegance
European Design

22 S. Nansemond St.
Carytown
358-0837

PORTRAITS

OCT. 30 - NOV 10
WILL INCLUDE
FRESHMAN - GRADUATES

PHOTOGRAPHY

JOIN IN THE FUN
AND CREATE YOUR
YEARBOOK

LaVaughn Robinson of PhiladelphiaTap

By Meg Fredgren

Last Sunday morning LaVaughn Robin-
son of Philadelphia Tap Dances gave a
wonderful master class in the tradition of
black American tap. Though Robinson has
been tapping for over50 years, he still has a
passion for the art. People seen to have a
thirst to learn the tradition for which he and
many others of his era have become so
famous.

Robinson created a warm and relaxed
atmosphere for the dancers, telling them to
be calm and not to hurry through things. The
class began ata moderate, manageable pace,
warming up the dancers. As the combina-
tions gradually became more difficult, occa-
sional gasps or chuckles of disbelief could
be heard throughout the group. Robinson
continually stressed the involvement of the
mind: “In order to do this, you must think
fast.” You must remain one step ahead
mentally.

When teaching a turning step, he tried to
explain the tricks of the trade. “Don’t leave
the ground; you haven’t the time. Use the lift
of your arms instead; that’s what gives the
illusion of flight.” The dancers remained
attentive to his comments as if he were a
prophet. He called attention several times to
the importance of absolute precision to the
rhythm of tap. “It’s just like this,” he said as
he broke into an elaborate series of steps
without a second thought. “You must know
the rhythm and stay close to the floor.” The
class was amused and nodded their heads in
understanding of the idea but didn't exactly
understand how it was done “so easily. *

Robinson ended the class with a repeti-
Ftion exercise. He would tap a pattern and the

class would throw it back to him without
Imissing a beat. Finally, he smiled and exe-
cuted a pattern of a much higher level, and
the class responded with laughter and ap-
plause. With that, Robinson took a modest
bow and ended the class.

Sunday evening many of those students
appeared in the auditorium of the Perform-
ing Arts Center to see Robinson and his
partner, Germaine Ingram, inactionas Phila-
delphia Tap Dances joined the Callahan

By Melody Williams

An entranced audience gave Garth
Fagan’s Bucket Dance troupe a standing
ovation Tuesday night at the Carpenter
Center, and was rewarded with an encore of
“Traipsing Through the May.”

In the piece, set to Vivaldi cello concer-
tos, a delicate maiden (Valentina Alexan-
der) is joined by a “god-like” lover, Nor-
wood Pennewell. The piece itself was ro-
bust, charming and humorous. The entrance
of a second lovelorn maiden and humorous
suitors created tension among the first two
lovers. The facial expressions and antics of
the dancers charmed the audience.

The program, which ended with “Traips-
ing Through the May,” began with “Prel-
ude,” subtitled “Discipline is Freedom.” In
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Jazz Ensemble for an evening of fantastic
tap and jazz.

The ensemble played two pieces before
Robinson and Ingram appeared. When they
finally appeared on stage they were warmly
received by the audience. The duo worked
their way through a delightful routine and
then greeted the audience.

Robinson told the story of how he and
Ingram met and became a team. In 1979, she
saw him perform and she asked him to teach
her to tap. “She came to me and said, ‘Mr.
Robinson, I want to learn to tap.” I said
‘What do you do?’ She replied, ‘I'm a
lawyer.’ I then asked her how she would
have the time, and you know, she scared me.
She said ‘I'll make time.”” In 1988, they
became a duo.

The audience laughed as the two told
stories of each other; their rapport on stage
was excellent. Before one piece, Ingram
announced that they would be using “an

“Prelude,” the dancers demonstrated their
insttumental moves and ability to move as
one flowing unit. The vibrant and energetic
“Prelude” was setto jazz music by Abdullah
Ibrahim (Dollar Brand) and Max Roach.

Jamaican-born Fagan founded the com-
pany in 1970 in order to give inner-city kids
in Rochester, New York, the opportunity to
perform. He named the troupe “Bottom of
the Bucket, But Dance Theatre.”

Fagan shaped his dancers like a sculptor
would shape a sculpture, to his liking. Real-
izing his dancers were clearly talented pro-
fessionals, Fagan changed the company’s
name.

In “Touring Jubilee 1924 (PROFES-
SIONAL),” Fagan pays tribute to New Or-
leans jazz. The piece is sieek and well-or-
ganized. Set to music by the Preservation

ancient instrument” for the accompaniment.
She proceeded then to sing and hum as they
tapped. It gave the flavor of tap on the street
commer, where Robinson and many others
began. They also tapped without any ac-
companiment at all and even performed a
selection while seated in folding chairs.

The two share a style that is moving,
spiritual and dynamic. They complement
each other remarkably well. “Germaine is
good for me,” Robinson stated. “You know,
Iturned 62 a year and a halfago— she keeps
me going.”

The tradition of wonderful tap dance —
hoofing as it was called years ago — is still
being handed down. To see two generations
uponstagetappingtogetherinperfectrhythm
and with such joy gavereal testimony to this
passing on of an art form. The evening was
one of sharing a great American tradition,
given to us by our black brothers and sisters,
that will hopefully never die.

James Smith - Commonwealth Times

Fagan Sculpts Dancers With Style

Hall Jazz Band, “Jubilee” is refreshing and
lively.

Included on the bill was the famed “Oatka
Trail,” a 1979 piece set to the adagio of
Dvorak’s Cello Concerto and “Time After
Before Place.” “Oatka Trail” explores the
wonders of the body and it is a trio piece for
Steve Humphrey, A. Roger Smith and Nor-
wood Pennewell.

Fagan’s methods of modern dance are a
mixture of African, West Indian and Ameri-
can dance held within the lines of ballet and
classical modern dance.

Fagan’s dancers bring his methods alive
on stage with a fiair. Fagan is a composer
who eloquently conducts his dancers. I
applaud the talent of the Bucket dancers as
well as their endurance and teacher, Garth
Fagan.



THI, from page 9

Helen Link--Commonwealth Times

had to work to get rid of the stereotypes of
what people saw [in our dance], no formand
no technique. What we do has those things.
The form and technique are as necessary as
in ballet.” The members of Ko Thi, in their
cultural costumes of joyful colors, executed
everything with the precision of which
Caulker-Bronson spoke. i

Though the group was truly one in spirit,
movement and purpose, there was still an
obvious individuality about each dancer. It
was not distracting, but enhancing and play-
ful. There was such a freedom and sincerity
working its way among the group, that one
could not help but become moved by it. The
skill achieved in Ko Thi’s art form was very
warmly accepted and appreciated by the
audience. -

On Sunday, Caulker-Bronson conducted
amaster class in African Dance. Prior to the
class there was a seminar on African drum-
ming given by Ko Thi’s percussion en-
semble. Some participants from this semi-

Helen Link--Commonwealth Times

nar were chosen to assist in drumming for
the dance class.

The class began with body isolations to
warm the body siowly. The dancers then
worked their way up to full body coordina-
tion and eventually to executing patterns
traveling across the floor. The attention and
enjoyment were equally intense.

When the participating dancers began to
get carried away with the movement,
Caulker-Bronson stressed the technique
again: “It is quality of movement [we’re
looking for], not quantity.” She wanted the
spirit to remain prevalent but to be accompa-
nied by technique. “It’s not about moving
out and how much travel you do,” she re-

With drumming and per-
cussion of the African
tradition, the dancing,
singing and shouting,
many felt as if they wanted
to join the artists on stage.

marked of one particular exercise, ... but
about getting down to our ancestors — into
the movement. Hold onto your spine, like in
ballet.”

The dancers were also involved in some
traditional African songs prefacing a couple
of exercises. Watching the dancers sing,
dance and drum, there was an aura of free-
dom and spirituality, a genuine happiness,
that filled the room. Ko Thi and VCU’s
Department of Dance and Choreography

together accomplished the creation of a

wonderful experience. It was one shared
both mentally and physically by its partici-
pants.

BSN
STUDENTS.

% Enter the Air Force
immediately after gradua-
tion — without waiting for the

results of your State Boards. You

can earn great benefits as an Air
Force nurse officer. And if selected

1/2 round trips. during your senior year, you may

LONDON
PARIS

m washington from:
g;g qualify for a five-month internship

MADRID 279 at a major Air Force medical facili-
gﬁg A’gfg C.R. 2‘1’7 " ty. To apply, you'll need an overall

219
HONGKONG 423

Taxes not included.Restrictions
apply.One way fares available.Eurail
Passes issued on the spot!

Intl Student/Teacher ID's.
FREE Student Travel Catalog!!

2.50 GPA. Get a head start in the
Air Force. Call

USAF HEALTH PROFESSIONS
1-800-423-USAF
TOLL FREE

1210 Potomac St. NW.
Washington,D.C. 7 |
202-337-6464

Wi

For the great taste
of the Old Southwest.

From high noon to midnight.
2232 West Main Street, 359-8252

1)

e

CARRIAGE HOUSE
BOOK SHOP

402 N. HARRISON ST.
353-7151

“An Old Fashioned Booksiop”
WHERE BROWSERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME
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Explore New Opportunities
in Student Leadership
Training and Education (SLEAT)
Workshops for October

Thursday Night Specials

10/26 DECISION MAKING*

All sessions 5:30pm to 6:50pm
Room A University Commons

* May be attended as partial requirements
for SLEAT Certificaton
For more information on the SLEAT program contact
Ishmail Conway, 367-6500, or stop by Room 224
University Commons

1S NOW OPEN FOR LUNCH

Try our homemade pizzas!
HOURS: Take out orders welcome
- T-F 11:30a.m.-2:00a.m.

Sat. 8:00p.m.-2:00a.m.  Offering the Best of Live .

Musical Acts:
AAE
GOOD GUYS
.. 804-343-3814
.. 620 W. Cary St. BONESHAKERS
| .Corner of Pine & Cary and more !

PRESENT THIS COUPON:

BUY ONE SANDWICH
GET ONE

OF EQUAL OR LESSER VALUE
AT HALF PRICE

OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/89
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As
Twilight
Dims...

The History of Halloween, an
Account of a Pagan Halloween
Ritual, an Interview with a Local
Witch and a Modest Tribute to
Edgar Allan Poe

HelenLink--Commonwealth Times



The History of Halloween

Those expecting the return of the dead on this
day would of course believe the costumed van-
dals were ghosts and offer them food in hopes of
keeping harm away. Hence, the somewhat harm-
ful origin of modern-day “trick or treating.”

Trick-or-treating is the main focus of today’s Hal-
loween for children; arraying themselves in silly
costumes and becoming intoxicated is the main
focus of today’s Halloween for adults. The whole
event costs quite a bit, but means very little. Hal-
loween for the Druids actually went much further
than trick-or-treating, which was then considered
a “low-life” activity. Foretelling the future was a big
part of the festival activities.

The Druids believed that, on October 31, the veil
between the living and the dead was partially
lifted. Future divination on Halloween seemed to

Something Wicked

This Way

By Christy Beatty
UNC-C Revue Staff Writer

Halloween, like most other American holidays,
has long since and inevitably gone the way that
most American capitalists would gladly have it go-
commercial. This is no surprise. We've all donned
a Spiderman costume at one point or another in
our childhood without having the slightest idea of
what “Halloween” really was. It meant nothing
more than an opportunity to stay out late, try to
spook one another, and eat loads and loads of
candy. Not exactly abad way to spend an evening,
as far as children are concerned. Which is why
most kids (or adults) never bother to question the
holiday’s origin.

In a roundabout way, Halloween developed from
the ancient Druid belief that, once a year, all dead
souls cometo life. “All Soul’s Day,” as it was called,
occured traditionally on October 31. The Druids
celebrated with a feast honoring Saman, lord of
Death, who called together all wicked souls and
condemned them to inhabit animal bodies during
the coming year. So, dead souls, ghosts and
sundry spirts were reportedly about every October
31

The next day on the calender, November first,
was the day of an ancient Roman harvest celebra-
tion in honor of Pomona, goddess of fruits. As
Roman culture assimilated with Celtic culture in
the early Christian era; this feast eventually was
combined with. “All Soul’'s Day” and became a
general celebration of the coming New Year.
Fruits and nuts were stored for the winter and
great bonfires were built. “All Soul’s Day” then
came to be known as “All Hallow’s Eve.”

It seems that children and what some consid-
ered “low-life” villagers began to take advan-
tage of the stores of food people had in their
homes during Halloween by playing upon
their superstitious beliefs. Those eager
to scare others would dress as ghouls
and grotesque spirits, visitinghomes
and demanding gifts of food, or
“treats.”

Helen Link--Commonwealth Times

Comes

Reprinted from the UNC-Charlotte Revue

come naturally, since spirits were about and Druid
witches were free and in the mood to give predic-
tions. The Celtic New Year was the time for mar-
riage, as the coming winter was (to put it rudely)
the mating season. Young men and women were
curious as to who they would be paired with, so
marriage prophecies were in top demand, as were
predictions of death.

A popular form of determining a future husband
in this time was “catching” or “dipping” for apples,
a practice we now refer to as “bobbing for apples.”
Agirl labelled several apples with names of poten-
tial husbands and dropped the apples into a large
tub of water. She then attempted to retrieve one of
the apples by mouth, without the use of her hands.
The apple retrieved would be labelled with the
name of her future husband. Apple peels were
also tossed over the left shoulder and the
shape assumed when the peel landed was
to be the first letter of a future spouse’s
name.

Other forms of divination were
widely practiced. Palmistry,
an ancient art reportedly
first practiced by the
Hindus, was very
popular during the
Middle Ages. But
the  Church
scorned the
practice
as- “pa-
gan’s =
and

Commonwealth Times, Oct. 24, 1989

it eventually fell to the hands of gypsies and ad-
venturers. While palm-reading may be popular
even in today’s society, it has no status in modern
science.

Tarot cards are another form of fortune-telling.
Evidence suggests that tarot cards were intro-
duced westward by migrating gypsies who came
from the areas of Pakistan, Afghanistan and north-
ern India. The cards had reached Italy and France
by the fourteenth century and so took on the
overtones of medieval court life. The deck is gen-
erally delt through random chance in a [specifi-
cally shaped pattern, such as the Celtic Cross,]
and the characters on the cards pulled by players,
suggest future phases or influences present in
their lives. [Specific places that the card lands in
the pattern also adds to the meaning.] For ex-
ample, drawing the card of The Devil [in the goal
area, suggests you are striving to overcome] limi-
tations or bondage in your life. The card of The
Sun [in the personal area indicates that you are
presently] experiencing joy and happiness. The
Wheel of Fortune [in the future area] suggests the
inevitability of change in the player’s life.

Numerology and astrology are forms of foretell-
ing the future that are still very popular today. But .
belief in the return of all dead souls on the 31st of
October is not such a popular thing any longer.
Halloween is now a day of costumes and candy;
a rather simple way to celebrate the coming of
winter. It's certainly no longer filled with the many
“wicked, pagan” practices of the ancient Celts.
Halloween, like Christmas and Easter, has be-
come justanother American way to spend money.
[Unless you are a neo-pagan. See related articles
on Samhain rituals and an interview with a pagan]
[additional text added by Mandy Lee, Common-
wealth Times staff writer]
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Legend says that at this time of year, the veils
between the worlds of the living and the dead are
the thinnest. Certain gifted peoples traverse these
inner and outer worlds through the realm of the
wiccan craft, another name for the ancient prac-
tice of witchcraft.

Witchcraft often connotes mysterious visions of
faces hidden with dark robes, crystal balls, candle-
lit ceremonies and worship of many deities. It is all
thesethingsandyetmorecomplexthanthegeneral
public perceives. Often, the term witchcraft is mis-
interpreted as Satanic worship.

Satanic practices are deeply intertwined with the
defamation of Christianty. People who call them-
selves Satanists practice reverse Christianity; all
of their rituals and beliefs center on negating
Christian beliefs and motifs.

But if you call yourself a wicce (the root term of
witch, meaning to bend or shape truth or reality in
accordance with your will) then Christianity has
nothing to do with your religion. The base of wicce
is pre-Christian, i.e., pagan.

The pagan world existed for centuries before or-
ganizedreligion exerted its exclusive power. Chris-
tianity co-opted many pagan images and prac-
tices in its early stages for smoother conversion
from many religions into the one belief of Christi-
anity. Many people today do not realize how deep
thepaganrootsofChristianitytravel.

The word pagan comes from pa-
ganus, “country-dweller.” Hence,
paganism exists in the world of na-
ture worship. It centers on the sea-
sons and the moon as they were
important elements to our ances-
tors who planted the Mother Earth.
Paganism recognizes many ener-
gies(manifestingasgoddessesand
gods) in the universe and seeks
communion with these natural
forces. In the post-atomic age, the
revival of paganism conveys many
urgent messages beyond the re-
claiming of pre-Christian spiritual
elements; promoting religious tol-
erance and preserving the Earth
from any more harm are two ex-
amples of the scope of the Pagan
belief. Hence an environmentalist

"by Mandy L
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I went through a lot of searching through different
religions and had my heaviest atheist period in my
teenage years. In my early 20s a spiritual self was
needed. | had a friend in the craft and had read lit-
erature that appealedto my feminist nature. There
are many powerful women in the history of the
craft and who practice and teach today. What is
special about the Wiccan religion, for me, is its
female focus as the goddess is given preem-
inence ( a somewhat cultural backlash since the
goddess has been so repressed). However, there
is a great emphasis placed on the balance be-
tween the male and female aspects. Through my
all my searchings, | realized | had been pagan
since childhood.

*What do you mean by craft and how is it re-
lated to neo-paganism?
Wicce is another name for the religion of witch-

craft. The craft is how you practice your beliefs.:

This is done through ritual magic and other skills
such as survival skills. Many pagans ask them-
selves how they can live in harmony with the earth
in spirit when they cannot live practically in nature
itself. Neo-paganism grew out of a wiccan revival
in the 60s and 70s. Itincludes much more than the
Wiccan movement, such as the reformed Druids,
Gardnerians, Order of the Golden Dawn and the
Church of All Worlds, to name just a few.
*What are the elements of ritual magic?

First, magic is divorced from good and evil. The

The Voice and Vision of A Wicce: In-

terview with a Pagan

*How do you practice the craft? Individually or
with others?

You can practice with other people or individu-
ally. At the moment , | work with one other person.
A coven consists of two or more people who
strongly agree on the magic and worship that they
wish to perform.

*What are the holidays of the pagans?

Wicce’s participate in ritual on the cycles of the
moon (lunar Esbats) and the Sabbats that occur
eighttimes a year. The Sabbats are seasonal holi-
days based on the Celtic pagan Calender, also re-
ferred to as the wheel of the year.

The New Year begins on Samhain (Halloween) as
it marks the dark of the year. You start with the
dark and move into the light as the wheel turns.
Also, day used to be marked from sunset to
sunset. The Holidays are:

Samhain ; See article in this issue on a Samhain
ritual.

Yule : (now Christmas). The celebration of the
winter solstice (the longest night of the year).
Imbolc : (Candlemas). The Feast of the Lights.
This holiday occurs on Groundhog Day (Feb. 2).
The celebration of the first stirrings of spring and
the goddess Brigit - the triple figure Irish celtic
goddess of smithcraft, poetry and fire.

Eostar : (now Easter). The celebration of Spring
Equinox , regeneration and birth.

Beltane : (May Day). The celebration of Spring.
Litha : Summer solstice.

Lammas (Lughnasadh) : (August
1st). The celebration of the' first
harvest.

Magon : Autumn Equinox (equal
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day and night).

Lunar Esbats :-(More private than
the Sabbats). Smaller celebrations
occuring at the full and new moon.
*Why is the moon so important to
the pagans?

The Moon has more effect on earth
than any other heavenly body. Eve-
rything is tied with the moon: the
ebb andflow of the tides, awoman’s
cycle, our moods and tides of life.
The old year used to have thirteen
months as itwas lunar-oriented. Itis
also a material symbol of the god-

suggests a pagan nature in that
they too respect and revere the Earth and wish to -
protect all its living creatures.

The main tenet of Paganism is simple and all-
embracing. “This is the law and the whole of the
Law: Do no harm to anyone, notin deed, nor word,
nor thought. So that you hold to this, do as you
desire.” (Pagan Oral Tradition)

The following is an interview with a Richmond
wicce, Callista. Callistais achosen-outer name
representing an aspect of her pagan nature.
The name is the slightly changed form of the
Greek name, Callisto. In Greek mythology,
Callisto was changed by Artemis into a she-:
bear to keep her safe from the advances of
Zeus.

*Why do you call yourself a wicce and not a
witch?

The word witch has such negative cultural con-
natations. Though it is important to reclaim the
.. word, the meaning is often buried under such' @;

loaded label. Wicce is the [entymological] origin of*

witch serthey share meaning, but wicce is mostiy®
unfamiliar to the public and therefore less easily*
pigeonholed and condemmed on first hearing.
*Why did you become a wicce?
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ritual emotionally prepares you for affirmation
(truly believing that what you want is here and
now, not out of your reach). Essentially it means
believing in yourself. It can be used in many
different ways but in the wiccan system it is used
for positive ends only. The reason for this is the
pagan belief in the law of the threefold or the law
of return — namely what you do comes back to
Yyou, multiplied three times, so by creating positive
energy, you will receive positive energy and vice-
versa. An example of performing magic is a heal-
ing where you would repair damage done physi-
cally or psychologically to the seeker. All of the
work is done inside the mind. That is the most
powerful tool of all.

*What are some of the means and tools utilized
in magic?

Well, candle magic and cord magic is practiced.
If you were working on healing, you could light
certain candles in a particular pattern and focus on
the lights to create a white cleansing force . Cord
magic uses strings andknotting. Tarot cards fcards
that contain universal images ef the practical and
the divine] are also used for divination andedi-
tation..In this way, a wicce can read trends and
fluctuations of energy in order to deal with the
future and the present. | do believe it possible to
see into the future.

dess as the three phases of the
moon relate to the three phases of
womanhood : maiden (new moon, waxing) mother
(full moon) and crone (the moon, waning).

*Why is there such a negative image associ-
ated with the practice of magic?

I feel this fear goes back to the Inquisition. Magic
has been a part of the Western mind since before
the Greeks. Yet, during these Dark Ages, magic
was forced out of the hands of the people and
placed into the male priesthood. There was a lot of
investmentplacedin the efforts to convince people<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>