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The appendices " Entries by Decades of B i rth, " " Entries by 
State/Provi n ce of B i rth," and " Entries by Tribal Affi l iat ion" are 
excellent.  The regu lar  index is  extensive, but cou ld contain even 
more i n formation. For exam ple, the "Catholic church " (sic) as well as 
the Native American C h ur c h  are l isted, but Franciscans,  Episcopa­
l ians,  Presbyterians ,  and Baptists are not. 

The valuable photos could be more numerous and better 
reproduced. These a re very m i nor fl aws, however, in  an outstanding 
work that should be acqui red by every l ibrary, by teachers of every 
level, and by everyon e  concerned about the first American women .  

Kristin Herzog 
Dur h a m ,  North Carol ina  

Monroe Lee Bi l l ington. New Mexico 's Buffalo Soldiers, 1866-1900. 
(Niwot: U niversity Press of  Colorado, 1 99 1 )  258 pp. ,  $ 29.95. 

B u ffalo Soldiers guarded the western frontier,  w inning  eigh­
teen Medals of Honor. Formed i n  1 866, they a lso served in the 
Spanish-American War ( 1 898), the War i n  the Phi l ippines ( 1 899-
1 90 1 ) ,  World War I I  ( 1 94 1 - 1 946) ,  and the Korean War ( 1 9 50- 1 95 3 ) .  
I t  might appear  t h a t  s o m e  of  those events transpired a long t i m e  ago. 
However, J o nes Morgan ,  the last Buffa lo Soldier who served in both 
the West and the Spanish A m erican War, died at age 1 1 0 in August,  
1 993 .  

Approx i mately 1 86, 000 B lack soldiers fought i n  the Civ i l  War  and 
when i t  concluded, the Union army st i l l  had 123 , 1 56 soldiers " in  1 30 
i n fantry regiments ,  th i r teen reg iments of heavy art i l lery, ten batter­
ies of light arti l le ry, and six reg imen ts of cavalry. " Because the U ni ted 
States government  needed to safeguard its interests in the West 
fol lowin g  that war, it turned to B lack soldiers who eventual ly m ade 
up ha l f  of the m il itary force there .  Many Buffalo Soldiers served i n  
New Mexico beside companies o f  white troops. They were subjected 
to racism from their  white counterparts, white civi l i ans ,  and even the 
white p ress. W hite businessmen doin g  commerce with  the army 
often cheated the m i l i ta ry and  B lacks were s igni ficantly a ffected .  
They were supplied with " in fe rior an ima ls,  food, and suppl ies , "  and 
at Fort  C u m m i ngs " fresh "  vegetables quickly spoiled and " th i rty­
seven thousand pounds of bacon and eighteen h undred pounds of 
ham were of such poor qual i ty" that they perished a lmost i mmedi­
ately. St i l l ,  the B u ffalo Soldiers proudly executed the i r  dangerous 
responsibi l i t ies. 
was k i l l e d  by t h e  M e x i c a n s  a n d  t h e n  h u n te d  N a n a ,  o n e  o f  h i s  
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Explora tions in Sights and Sounds 

It was Buffalo Soldier who pursued the Apache Victorio unt i l  he  
fol lowers.  They fought in  the Lincoln County War and narrowly 
missed capturing "Bi l ly the Kid " Bon ney. Between 1 875 and 1 892,  
the famous 9th and 1 0th cava l ry regi ments were involved i n  the 
Indian " pacification " programs .  They and other Black units  a lso 
served strike duty, supported federal marshals  i n  opening ra i l road 
traffic, protected rai l road property, and mai ntai ned order in the wake 
of strikes. They safeguarded settl ers and their  presence di scouraged 
addi tional Indian attacks. Farmers,  ranchers, miners, and ra i l road 
construction worker often cal led upon them for help .  

While praising the exploit of the Buffalo Soldiers ,  B i l l ington does 
not addres an extremely signif icant issue-the manipulation of one 
minority group by the government  to subj ugate another.  When 
Africans first came to the ew World,  B lacks and Indians somet imes  
forged posit ive relations hips .  Some I ndians during early colonia l  
h istory assisted Blacks in  the i r  escape from sl avery ( though some 
tribes held Black s laves ) .  The United States government del iberately 
pitted the two groups agai nst each other ,  offering compensat ion to 
Indians for capturi ng sl aves and inducements to B lacks for cont rol­
l ing Indians .  For the author to com mend Blacks for subduing " the 
host i le  I ndians" (20 1 ) seems to reflect a period when the phrase, "The 
only good Indian i s  a dead I ndian"  was de facto law. One m ay highly 
revere the bravery and patriotism of the Buffa lo Soldiers in  fighting 
for their country, but one must also cr it ical ly analyze their  role in  the 
suppression of Indian people .  

George H.  Junne,  Jr .  
Un iversity of Colorado 

Howard Brotz, ed . African-American Social and Political Though t, 
1850-1920. (Brunswick, New Jersey: Transaction Publishers, 1 992) 
593 pp.,  $24 . 95 paper. 

African-American Socinl nlld Politicnl Thought, original ly  pub­
l ished in 1 966, is back in  print-test imony to the durabi l i ty of the 
writi ngs i t  col lects. The editor provides a selection of pr imary works 
by great African-American th inkers whom he categorizes into four  
mains t reams :  emigrat ionists, ass i m i l at ionists,  cultural  nationa l i sts,  
and revived political nat ional ists .  The works of such men as Mart in 
Delany, Frederick Douglass, W . E . B .  Dubois, and Marcus Garvey, 
stand alone for their  bri l l i ance, but brought together, they provide a 
panoramic view of the diversity of African-American phi losophies for 
Black advancement.  
weaknesses stem from what the ed i tor  exc ludes .  The most g l a r i n g  
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