MMONWEALTH

The Student Press of Virginia Commonwealth University

times

Monday, March 23, 1992 VOL. 23, No. 25

University fares well
with General Assembly

by Lisa L. Brownlee
staff writer

If the Virginia General Assembly’s
budget decisions survive gubernatorial
vetoes in April, VCU’s academic campus
administrators probably could see more
than $1.02 million of the $44 million the
legislators earmarked for the university.

Jeffrey S. Cribbs, associate vice presi-
dent of budget research analysis for the
university, said he expects the General
Assembly’s budget decisions to escape
the governor’s veto session next month.

“Basically, it (the Assembly’s overall
budget decision) was what the governor
had recommended,” Cribbs said, ex-
plaining that the House and Senate
passed the education portion of the
governor’s budget bill without amend-
ments.

Donald J. Finley, associate director of
the State Council of Higher Education for
Virginia, said the state budget reflects
legislative commitment to higher educa-
tion.

“I would say higher education fared
very well (in the state budget),” Finley
said.

Cribbs pointed out that there were,
however, some differences between the

About this issue ...

This issue is the result of a year of
planning. After more than 20 years of
printing once a week, the Common-
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and Thursdays during fall and spring
semesters.

Readers can see some content and
design changes starting with today’s
paper.

*The Folio section becomes Spec-
trum.

“Folio didn’t represent what the
section really was,” Spectrum Editor
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page 4, the last page of the News
section.
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governor’s and the legislature’s spending
decisions.

The governor recommended a $5.3
million general-fund budget cut during
each year of the biennium, but the Gen-
eral Assembly increased the cut to about
$5.5 million per year, Cribbs said.

The General Assembly also budgeted
a 2 percent salary increase for university
faculty and staff effective Dec. 1, 1992,
straying further from the governor’s ini-
tial budget plans.

The university, Cribbs said, will in-
crease tuition and fees to offset general-
fund cuts and other costs like building
maintenance and improvements and li-
brary books.

Finley identified three areas where he
thought VCU and other state institutions
benefitted most:

“(First,) we obviously are pleased about
the bond issue. Secondly, there was a big
increase in student aid ... The third
thing is obviously the salary increase.”

Finley said salary increases will help
VCU compete nationally for quality fac-
ulty, and bond-issue projects will help
meet the university’s physical plant needs.

As for the state’s $1.2 million increase
in student financial aid, Finley said he
sees it as helping “with the tuition in-
creases that have to come.”

Donald C. Gehring, VCU’s assistant to
the president for government relations,
said even though the academic campus
will receive millions of dollars less than
the Medical College of Virginia during
the next budget biennium, nobody should
consider state-funding differences be-
tween VCU’s two campuses an example
of disparity.

“It would be unfortunate to just com-
pare the two,” he said. “What is good for
one campus is good for the entire uni-
versity.”

Gehring pointed out that within the
General Assembly’s budget, students on
both campuses could share in a $1.2
million financial-aid increase during the
next two years.

Gehring also said the General As-
sembly reduced spending on both cam-
puses: $9,166 from remedial education
on the academic campus and $45,000
from the center for aging on the medical
campus.

In addition, he said legislators set aside
$5 million through a bond issue for
classroom, laboratory and faculty office
improvements benefittingboth campuses.

The bond issue, scheduled for a Nov. 3
statewide referendum, also would fund
new, academic-campus-based labor and
economic development centers.

If voters approve the issue at election
polls, Gehring estimated that
groundbreaking for the center could come
within two years — in 1994.

“Right now, there is no labor center in

see page 2

Volunteers
search through
mounds of
garbage last
Thursday
looking for,
recyclable
materials. Out
of the approxi-
mately 2,600
pounds of
garbage
collected, more
than 1,700
pounds of
recyclable
material were
salvaged, said
organizer Chris
Maxwell.

One man’s trash ...

staff photo by Derrick Washington

New president seeks
greater visibility for SGA

by Arthur Mills
staff writer

“We need more publicity,” Mike
Stanley, newly elected Student Govern-
ment Association president, said during
his election speech last week. “We need
to be more active and involved with the
students.”

All of the candidates for president,
vice president, executive secretary, ad-
hoc coordinator and training coordinator,
which make up the executive committee,
echoed Stanley’s words.

While the student body elects indi-
vidual SGA senators, the senate picksits
own executive committee members.

In addition to Stanley, the senate
settled on John Wilkins, vice president;
Cindy Green, executive secretary; Mike
Halsey, ad-hoc coordinator; and David
Bates, training coordinator, as the people
who could improve the SGA’s relation-
ship with the students.

Both Wilkins and Stanley said the
best way to improve SGA recognition is

to use the Commonwealth Times as a
device forletting the students know what
the senate is doing for them.

“The SGA is the only organization that
represents all students,” Stanley said,
talking about his idea for having a col-
umn in the Commonwealth Times where
students can see what the SGA works on.
“We (the SGA) cover such a variety of
issues that they need to be covered so
students know what we are doing.”

Wilkins said the SGA’s job is “to lobby
for student concerns and interests,” and
the best way for them to know that is to
use the media on campus.

“VCU is different than other college
campuses (being a urban school) since
there is nothing central,” he said. “It
takes a lot more paper (pamphlets and
flyers) to get anything done, and I think
it is important to take the largest publi-
cation on campus and use it effectively.

“A CT column would be a great idea. It
would give (the SGA) a chance to tell the
students the issues and explain that this

see page 4

In Thursday's issue: Plans to build new, larger athletic complex at VCU
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Dean finalists propose changes in college

by Cynthia Murphy
staff writer

The selection committee for the dean
ofthe College of Humanities and Sciences
completed on-campus interviews of three
finalists before spring break.

The committee is in the process of
selecting one or two candidates to rec-
ommend to Eugene P. Trani, university
president, and Charles P. Ruch, provost
and vice president for academic affairs.
Ruch is also the chair of the selection
commiftee.

Trani and Ruch will select one candi-
date to present to the Board of Visitors for
approval. There is no deadline for the
board’s decision.

David Hiley visited campus most re-
cently two weeks ago. Hiley is the acting
dean of the College of Liberal Arts at
Auburn University in Auburn, Ala. He
earned his doctorate in philosophy from
the University of Georgia.

Susan Forman, the second finalist to
visit campus, is associate provost of the
University of South Carolina in Colum-
bia, S.C. She earned her doctorate in
psychology from the University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Herman Saatkamp, the first candidate
to visit campus, is a professor and head of
the Department of Philosophy and Hu-
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manities at Texas A&M University in
College Station, Texas. He earned his
doctorate from Vanderbilt University.

Each candidate attended a meeting
with students during the on-campus in-
terview process. Directors of departments
and schools in the College of Humanities
and Sciences invited the students who
attended the meetings.

In addition, each candidate met with
Trani and Ruch.

The finalists also met with otherdeans,.

directors of departments and schools and
Elske v. P. Smith, the dean of the college.

Hiley, the final candidate to visit
campus, often referred to his experiences
at both Auburn University and Memphis
State University during his meeting with
students on March 3.

He founded and directed the humani-
ties research program at MSU before
becoming the associate dean for research
at Auburn.

“I miss the urban university environ-
ment,” Hiley said, explaining that Virginia
Commonwealth University has demo-
graphics that are similar to MSU’s.

Hiley said he likes the type of students
urban universities attract.

“Diversity is what we (universities)
are about. We live in a pluralistic society
and a global world,” he said.

“I miss that energy (of urban universi-

ties),” he said. He enjoys the intellectual
activity that is produced when diverse
points of views are expressed.

Jon Waybright, a religious studies and
history graduate who attended both
Hiley’s and Saatkamp’s meetings, said,
“It’s hard to get a feeling for anybody with
only 45 minutes to talk to them.

“You look for how he interacts with the
students,” he said. “(Hiley) was very in-
teractive and direct.”

Waybright said he liked the way Hiley
used experiences from other institutions
to talk about multiculturalism at VCU.

“We (VCU)are not keeping up with the
times,” Waybright said. “We just need
more options.”

Hiley suggested VCU “indirectly
change the intellectual environment of
our students” by having faculty develop-
ment seminars that explore
multiculturalism.

Auburn is implementing a similar se-
ries of seminars, he said. The world
history instructors at the university are
periodically meeting to discuss Latin-
American history, African-American and
Caribbean history as well as gender is-
sues.

Forman also proposed changes in the
college during her meeting with students
Feb. 24.

“My job (if chosen to be dean) would be

Unlicensed motorist hits 7-year-old

by Millard K. Ives
staff writer

An unlicensed motorist struck a 7-
year-old pedestrian at the intersection of
Cherry Street and Cathedral Avenue at
approximately 7 p.m. last Tuesday.

The pedestrian, Jason Zinter of South
Laurel Street was rushed to MCV hospital
for tests, and was discharged with only
leg bruises.

Mary Zinter, the youth’s mother said
her son was more shaken up than any
thing else.

Jeffrey Lowndes, 31 of Strawberry
Street, was driving approximately 5 mph
on the VCU campus when Zinter ran out

General Assembly

continued from page 1

the commonwealth,” Gehring said. He
predicted that the center, designed to
function as a continuing education
facility where professionals can learn
and practice labor-management con-
cepts, will draw interest from profes-
sionals throughout Virginia.

And the economic development
center, designed to study urban de-
velopment issues, Gehring said, will
be “a breeding ground for solving
economic problems of cities.”

The legislature budgeted $107,000
for the labor center and $200,000 for
the economic development center, he
said.

In addition to the $44 million ap-
propriation, Gehring said, the uni-
versity has $4 million in central ap-
propriations for general maintenance
like building repairs, campus lighting
and asbestos removal.

Cribbs said he could not compare
or contrast VCU’s appropriations to
other institutions’ appropriations.

“The state won’t put a whole lot of

in front of his vehicle.

Ms. Zintner said she was taking her
son to choir practice when he walked
out in front of her and was struck by
Lowndes’ vehicle.

“Jason told me that he looked one
way but not the other,” Ms. Zintner
said.

Ms. Zintner did not witness the acci-
dent, but arrived on the scene seconds
later.

Lowndes was not charged in the ac-
cident, but wasissued a ticket for driving
without a license, said Robert Jones of
the Richmond police bureau’s traffic
division.

budget decisions

(comparative) information out until the
end of the veto session in the middle of
April,” he said. “But VCU was not disad-
vantaged in any fashion.”

X

to move every unit in the college for-
ward,” she said.

This will lead to increased support in
the community and particularly in the
Virginia Legislature, Forman explained.

“Central administration needs a lob-
bying force in the state legislature,” in
addition to Trani who has been an active
presence during this General Assembly
session, she said.

Odell McCants, a political science se-
nior who attended Forman’s student
meeting, said he was pleased that she
addressed VCU’s reputation in the state.

“People need to know what our faculty
are doing in terms of research and
teaching,” he said. “I had a really good
impression of her.”

Forman said she is seeking the dean
position because she wants to work with
all parts of the school rather than continue
to work exclusively with psychology.

“I see the liberal sciences as the heart
of the university,” she said. “I am inter-
ested in focusing my energy into this
area.” «

Saatkamp also touched on the “cen-
trality” of humanities and sciences dur-
ing his meeting with students Feb. 20.

“The humanities and sciences should
be seen as the central college of all great
universities,” he said.

Damaged electrical
cord causes fire

by Patricia Woods
associate editor

An apartment fire late Thurgday
evening in the Treehouse complex forced
two Virginia Commonwealth University
students into new living quarters.

Lt. C.J. Griggs of the Henrico County
Division of Fire said a frayed extension
cord connected to a lamp caused the fire.

Although it was contained in the bed-
room where it had started the blaze re-
sulted in $15,000 damage, “mostly smoke
damage,” Griggs said, to the building.

Nancy Just, VCU residence coordina-
tor for Treehouse, said no one was hurt,
but there was damage to the students’
belongings.

She also said there had been “minimal
inconvenience” to residents.

“We are working on getting the women
(in the apartment) relocated.”

Other student residents said they
didn’t know much about the incident.
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A landslide victory for political reform

South Africa’s whites back de Klerk

by Patricia Woods
associate editor

Sixty-nine percent of South Africa’s
white voters endorsed the referendum to
continue negotiations with the black
majority for a multiracial government
ast Tuesday, according to media reports.

President F.W. de Klerk, who has been
vorking toward amultiracial government
since early 1990, won 14 of 15 electoral
listricts in an election that drew 85 per-
ent of the voters.

“Today, we have closed the book on
partheid,” he said.

Frank Belloni, associate professor of
olitical science at Virginia Common-
vealth University, said the overwhelm-
ng majoritywote in support of de Klerk’s
iegotiations is the “most extraordinary
levelopment in the past severaldecades.”

He admits, however, it will be “touch
nd go,” because South Africa is still “a
ong way from the goal of creating a non-
acial society.”

On the other hand, L. Victor Collins,
irector of Minority Student Affairs at
'CU, said too much attention has been
iven to the passing of this referendum,
ut “inreality nothing has really changed
-indigenous blacks still have no right to
ote.”

All reports indicated that blacks wel-
omed the affirmative vote to the refer-
ndum but remain unconvinced that
partheid has ended. Major conflicts still
*main, because as Nelson Mandela,
resident of the African National Con-
ress, said, blacks still cannot vote.

“Apartheid is still very much alive,” he

said, warning the people that this vote
must be the “absolute last” whites-only
election.

W. Avon Drake, director of Afro-
American Studies at VCU, said Mandela
supports the referendum but doesn’t want
the international world to stop pushing
for reform.

“Even after blacks get the vote, how
(they can) translate that into helping
blacks economically,” will be the next
issue, he said.

Collins points out, “It is ironic that a
man that was in jail for 27 years may be
the only man who can provide meaning-
ful leadership ... I hope de Klerk has the
vision to understand that and cooperate
with him.”

Since the vote on the referendum, right-
wing groups continue to threaten violence
because they say they will not accept a
black government.

“IfMandela and de Klerk want to hand
all of my country over to the blacks, there
will be a war,” said Frank Katz, a mem-
berofthe neo-Nazi Afrikanker Resistance
Movement.

Besides the white right-wing conser-
vatives, the media reported some radical
black groups also denounced the vote and
threatened violence. "The all-white ref-
erendum is an obscenity and an insult to
the dispossessed masses of our country,”
said members of the Pan Africanist
Congress.

Some of the statements African lead-
ers made last week included one by
Andries Treurnicht, leader of the pro-
apartheid Conservative Party.

“Mr. de Klerk won his referendum,
just like Gorbachev won his. Gorbachev

Chronology of Major Changes in South Africa since
President F. W. de Klerk took Office in August 1989

1990

1991

1992

* Feb. 2: de Klerk legalizes the African National Congress and
more than 60 other opposition groups.

+ Feb. 11: Nelson Mandela is freed after serving 27 years in prison
for trying to overthrow the government.

* June 7: de Klerk lifts.a 4-year-old nationwide state of emergency.

* Feb. 1: de Klerk calls for abolition of the last major apartheid
laws, which are repealed in June.
* Dec. 20-21: The government, ANC and other political groups
begin constitutional negotiations.

* Feb. 20: de Klerk calls a referendum on his reforms.
* March 17: White voters overwhelmingly support the president’s
reforms in the referendum.

SOURCE: Washington Post through Associated Press, Reuter

is today out of power ... and Mr. de Klerk
is negotiating his own government out of
power.”

What'’s in store for South Africa?

Drake said, “It is the Convention for a
Democratic South Africa.”

“This will include the white govern-
ment and the 18 or 19 black groups in-
cluding the African National Congress.
The question will be how can they move to

another South Africa, either one person,
one vote (as Mandela proposes), or by
power-sharing that de Klerk supports.”

It is “too early to tell” what will hap-
pen, Drake said, but he suggested that
within the next three to six months “either
a black majority government” will arise
or the country will be “thrown into a civil

»

war.

Students, staff mourn loss of John Horvath

y C. Murphy
taff writer

John W. Horvath, 39-year-old coordi-
ator of residence education of Rhoads
nd Johnson halls, died March 12 of an
pparent heart attack.

Horvath, who had been CRE since
986, had a heart attack in December and
eturned to work part-time in February.

His funeral was March 14 in
ellertown, Pa. A memorial service also
as held March 18 at Pace Memorial
mited Methodist Church in Richmond.

At the service here, the church was
lled to capacity with Horvath’s family,
iends, residence education staff and
udents.

Several people at the service spoke
bout Horvath, including Richard I.
/ilson, vice provost for student affairs,
enry G. Rhone, assistant vice provost
r student affairs, and Harry R. Hester,
rmer assistant dean of student affairs
1d coordinator of university housing.

“(Horvath) had one of the toughest
bs in the university,” Wilson said.

Horvath’s sense of humor and “open
or policy” are the characteristics most

remembered by the resident assistants
he coordinated, said Karen Suchsland, a
third-year RA in Johnson Hall.

He encouraged RAs to come by his

office and talk about “your personal life or
Jjust what was going on on your floor,”
said Suchsland. “He had an ability to get
along with everyone.”

FUN WITH JOHN

Staff photo by Joy Beirne

Part of a collage showing the life and times of John Horvath, the Coordina-
tor of Residence Education, who died March 12 of an appaent heart attack.

“I'havelearned so much from him,” she
said. “I think he touched every person he
worked with in a very special way.”

Heather Oden, also a third-year RA,
agreed, “He was one of my best friends. [
Jjust loved the man. He gave me all of his
strength to go on.”

Both Suchsland and Oden agreed they
decided to be RAs for a third year because
Horvath was their CRE.

Horvath “pretty much made up my
mind” to return as an RA last fall,
Suchsland said.

Nancy Asai, director of residence
education, will act as CRE of Johnson and
Rhoads halls for the rest of the semester.

“It’s going to be difficult to fill his
shoes,” Asai said. “He brought a lot of new

- ideas and energy to the (CRE) position.

He was fun to work with.”

“You Can’t Always’ Get What You
Want,” by the Rolling Stones, a special
song to Horvath, was chosen as the re-
cessional music at the memorial service.

He is survived by his wife, Stacy L.
Hovis, and his mother, Virginia Wagner
of Bethlehem, Pa.

Horvath’s family asked that memorial
contributions be made to the American
Heart Association.
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SGA President seeks publicity

continued from page 1

is what position the student government
thinks the students want to take but we
need to know what they think.”

Rob Crosby, executive editor of the
Commonwealth Times, said it is unlikely
the paper would publish a column writ-
ten by members of the SGA, but that the
Commonwealth Times wants to cover the
SGA better.

“In the future, plans are to have a
column in one issue a week covering the
student government both here and at
MCYV that would be written by one of our
writers,” he said. “It would damage our
credibility to allow the SGA to write its
own articles because it couldn’t be writ-
ten objectively.”

Crosby said he agrees that the SGA
should have been covered better in the
past but expects to make up for it in the
future.

“We should be covering them (the SGA)
more and I can understand their frus-
tration,” he said, explaining the difficulty
of covering all that needs to be covered.
“It’s hard to cover everything on campus
with a small news staff, but the SGA is

Twice a
week?!

We need your belp
call Sean at 367-1058 for
more information.

one of the more important organizations
on campus (and we will do a better job of
covering them.)”

Wilkins said another way of improving
the SGA’s relationship with the students
is something for which senators must be
responsible by being more aggressive in
letting students know who they are.

“People in the student government
need to talk to the classes that they are
in,” Wilkins said. “Students don’t know
who the senators are. Some might recog-
nize a name but we have to give students
a face to go with it.”

Also, Stanley called for students to
become more active within the university
by serving on student committees deal-
ing with universitywide concerns.

“Any student interested in getting in-
volved with the university and serving on
one of the committees should come by the
SGA offices on the second floor of the
Commons,” he said in trying to dissipate
student apathy on campus. “One thing
I've noticed is that we have enough spaces
(on committees) for students. We just
don’t have enough students for the
spaces.”

Harter, Hirsch to take
top positions

by Maliya Reed
staff writer

Gage Harter, sports editor, and Dee
Dee Hirsch, managing editor, will fill
the Commonwealth Times’ top two po-
sitions next year.

+ In early April, the two will name
next year’s section editors including
news, sports, spectrum (entertainment)
and editorial page editors who will work
the rest of the semester with those now
in charge.

Harter and Jim Meisner, both jun-
iors in the School of Mass Communica-
tions, vied for the position of executive
editor at the newspaper’s last staff
meeting. Atthat same meeting Hirsch
ranunopposed for the managing editor’s
slot.

A graduate student in risk adminis-

tration and justice, Hirsch received
her bachelor’s degree last year in the
School of Mass Communications. Her
concentration was news-editorial,
which is print journalism.

Harter replaces Rob  Crosby, ex-
ecutive editor, who graduates in Au-
gust with a degree in journalism. He,
too, studied in the news-editorial track.

Under Crosby’s direction the news-
paper started publishing twice a week
with this issue. Students can pick up
copies around the campus on Mondays
and Thursdays through April 30, the
date of the last edition for the spring
semester.

“This is something we’ve wanted to
doforaboutayear,” Crosby said. “We’re
also redesigning the paper to make it
more reader friendly and more like a
real (professional) newspaper.”

Correction

Chlamydia.

In the article "Chlamydia running rampant on college campuses, " in the Febuary 11, 1992 issue of the Commonwealth
Times, a few clarifications needto be made.
In the paragraph that says"Men are also susceptible to Chlamydia," the accompanying statistic should read, "Although
exact figures are hard to find, up to two-thirds of men with chlamydiamay have no symptoms.” In regards to the VCU
Chlamydia study, 8.6 percent of women with no symptoms present for a routine gynecological exam were found to have

At Student Health routine testing for Chlamydia is done on nearly all women having gynecological exams, but itis not
routinely done in women with non-gynecological problems.
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Celebrating Women'’s
History Month

In the generous tradition of recog-
nizing groups other than white males
by designating them one month out of
the year, March is Women’s History
Month.

Women'’s History Month originated
in 1979 as National Women’s History
Week after a congressional resolution
was introduced by the National
Women’s History Project. By 1981, the
National Women’s History Project be-
came a non-profit, educational group
and during the 1980s, as chapters of
the National Organization for Women
and the American Association of Uni-
versity Women grew, it became appar-
ent that one week was not enough. In
1987, Congress expanded the resolu-
tion to cover the entire month of March.

To celebrate the roles women have
played throughout history and continue
to play as they make history, the
Women’s Services division of Univer-
sity Counseling Services is sponsoring
several events.

Today, in Commons Room D from
noon-1:30 p.m., Njeri Jackson, associ-
ate professor of political science, will
present “The Politics of Reproductive
Choice: Women of Color.” This lecture
will focus on women’s struggles for re-
productive freedom across the globe
and will include a display of various
birth control methods available in the
United States.

Also today, three films will be shown
in the Business Building Auditorium.
“One Fine Day” celebrates women in
history, “Out in Suburbia” follows the
lives of lesbians in America and

“Choosing Children” looks at lesbians
who decide to have children.

* A workshop examining the various
roles women play from mother to stu-
dent to daughter to wife will be held
from noon-1 p.m. in Commons Room D
on Tuesday, March 24.

*The film “Adam’s Rib” will be shown
in the Cabaniss Hall Piano Lounge on
Wednesday, March 25, from 7-9:30 p.m.
The movie stars Katherine Hepburn
and Spencer Tracy and explores rela-
tions between the sexes.

*On Friday, March 26, a concert
entitled “Woman’s Life and Love 1992,”
with original music and songs by Dika
Newlin, a professor of music, will be
held from 4-5 p.m. in the Commons
Theater.

*”The Color Purple” will be shown
from 7-10 p.m. on Monday, March 30,
in the GRC Community Room.

*A workshop on body image and
eating disorders will be held Tuesday,
March 31, in Commons Room A from
noon-1 p.m.

*Later that day, professor of sociol-
ogy Dorothy Smith will present “A
Feminist Sociology” from 2-4 p.m. in
the Commons Theater.

Women have come a long way (no
“baby”) in the last 20 years, some hav-
ing chosen to move out of the home and
into the corporate world. But don’t just
recognize their contributions one month
out of the year — women and their
achievements should be celebrated ev-
ery day. After all, if it ‘Weren’t for a
woman, you wouldn’t be here to read
this.

JIM MEISNER, editorial editor

SEAN COLEMAN
GAGE HARTER
JIM JOHNS

Editorial Board
ROB CROSBY, executive editor
DEE DEE HIRSCH, managing editor

COMMONWEALTH ¢imes

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of the Commonwealth Times'
Editorial Board.

DERRICK WASHINGTON
GRETCHEN KRAFT
KEITH LENNON

“A little Madness in the Spring
Is wholesome even for the King.”

— Emily Dickinson

Keith E. Lennon

You Lose — You Cruise

While many VCU students were
basking on some sunny beach or repair-
ing strained family relationships, I
spent my spring break in snowy Louis-
ville, Ky.

The occasion was the Metro Confer-
ence Tournament.

Within a four day period, I watched
VCU basketball teams play four games
and saw the VCU Cheerleading Team
compete. Although none of our teams
were able to bring home a Metro title,
each performed at a level that made me
proud to be a VCU student.

Throughout the season the teams
invest hours of work in improving their
abilities with the goal of competing in
the conference tournament.

Louisville was the showplace for this
competition.

At no other time of the year are
teams from all of the Metro schools
gathered together.

Unfortunately this gathering is not
seen by many to be for the student-
athletes that work so hard to get there.
Rather, it is for the boosters, adminis-
trators and athletic departments that
take credit for the success of the pro-
grams.

The day after a difficult loss to the
Louisville Lady Cardinals, VCU’s Lady
Rams were on a plane back to Rich-
mond, even though the women’s cham-
pionship game had not yet been played.

Was VCU unable to afford an extra
night for fhe team? Wasn’t enough
money budgeted for the entire tourna-
ment? What if they had won?

After the Southern Mississippi Lady
Golden Eagles won the title, awards
were given to those players named to
the All-Tournament team.

Anna Pavlikhina, first team All-
Metro, was named to the All-Tourna-
ment team. She didn’t receive her

plaque before the largest crowd ever to
see a Metro women’s game — she was
in Richmond.

Beth Mollerup, second team All-
Metro, and Stacy Agee both set records
inroute to the Metro Tournament. They
didn’t get to see the championship tro-
phy awarded — they had been sent
home.

This is of course not the first time
that teams have been sent home after
losing a tournament game.

In fact, it is the norm.

Noneofthelosing teams were present
for the women’s championship game.
Virginia Tech, Tulane, South Florida,
UNC-Charlotte and VCU had all left
town before the final game.

Basketball is not the only sport in
which this happens.

After losing in the first round of the
Colonial Athletic Association Field
Hockey Tournament, VCU’s field
hockey team came home before the fi-
nal game took place. Four seniors played
their last game that day and then were
sent home.

Granted, these are not revenue sports
and funding is tight. But for these ath-
letes the experience is as valuable as it
is for any athlete.

Why not let them enjoy the culmina-
tion of a long, hard season?

College athletics are trying desper-
ately to escape the image that they gre
obsessed with. money. Allowing the
athletes to join the tournament “party”
rather than be the entertainment,
would be a good first step.

As long as this “loser go home” men-
tality persistsin college sports, athletes
will remain only jesters in a court of
administrators, athletic departments
and “big money” boosters.

But maybe that’s what they want.

Peter D. Schaller

Fetal Feuds

Science. It’s nearly impossible to
escape this university without
being subjected to it on some level.
So where do non-science-oriented
students turn when it’s time to
submit to science requirements?
Well, since frightful numbers and
symbols seem always to be loom-
ing around chemistry and physics,
biology tends to be the safest bet.

Even to the spacey art and
literature types, biology can hold
some interest. Learning about the
world we live in and its inhabit-
ants is beneficial to everyone, but
there must be boundaries.

Upon entering the lab section of

Biology 110, the second semester of
general biology, unknowing students
will be rudely awakened by the
stench of formaldehyde. The last
several weeks of the course are
dedicated to the dissection of worms
and fetal pigs.

“They’re just unborn fetuses from
the slaughterhouse,” said one
instructor, indignantly, as I raised
opposition to the presence of the
pigs. “They were already dead.”

Animals who arrive via the
slaughterhouse have more than
likely been prisoners on factory
farms before being slain. As most of

continued on page 7
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Sometime in the not-so-
distant past, VCU stu-
dents found something
resembling two dinosaur
turds impaled on metal
poles stuck in the lawn
outside the Business
Building.

This appearance
spawned, in keeping with
the liberal arts tradition at
VCU, a new generation of
critics and speculators.

Comments overheard:

“It looks like a giant
liquor still. My grandfa-
ther had one of those.
Incredible moonshine!”

“Well, maybe they mash
hamsters up in those
cocoons and sell the puree
as a delicacy to the Japa-
nese ... “

“Diametrically opposed,
those two oblong shapes
speak to the soul of the
struggle between manage-
ment and labor during a
recession.”

If the sculptor’s intent
was to incite dialogue, he
or she certainly succeeded.
If the sculptor’s intent was
to offend the eye, he or she
certainly succeeded in that
respect as well.

That “whatever-it-is”

outside the Business Build-
ing even went so far as to
question the democratic
integrity of VCU, if only by
its mere uncalled-for pres-
ence.

Might the student popula-
tion of this school have a say
as to the artwork it will be
forced to endure? A pictorial
spread in this newspaper
accompanied by a cut-out
ballot for best piece would be
nice, and feasible.

Competition is what that
sculpture needs, the presence
of an audience’s opinions.
When Nabokov started
writing for an audience, he
produced “Lolita.” When
Michelangelo had to start
searching for commissions,
he produced the ceiling of
Sistine Chapel.

If a sculptor knew that he
or she must take students’
aesthetic sensibilities into
account for his or her work to
be shown on school grounds,
then the end product might
be a little more, shall we say,
meritorious.

Maybe that monstrosity
outside the Business Build-
ing owed its existence to
unknown forces, like the ones
that made those giant heads

What Exactly Was That Thing?

on Easter Island. Maybe
the thing was a cosmic joke
aimed at future accoun-
tants. Whatever it was, its
existence must be ques-
tioned.

There was once an
ancient civilization in
Meso-America known as
the Olmec Dynasty. The
only evidence of Olmec
civilization left to modern
man is some giant stone
heads. These heads, in
addition to bearing the
mark of time’s passage, had
been defaced by human
hands. It was the first
known incidence of vandal-
ism in the Americas.

Paleoanthropologists
theorize that the near
destruction of the Olmec
heads was the result of an
uprising against the ruling
classes of that society.
During the revolt, the mobs
attacked the oppressor’s
symbols. -

If the students at VCU
are continually oppressed
by a fascist public sculpture
selection process, the same
sort of thing just might be
liable to happen.

“Blow torch, anyone?”

Fetuses, don't fail me now

Continued from page 7
us should be aware, factory
farms are responsible for
extensive environmental
damage and are guilty of
brutally mistreating animals.
In fact, many vegetarians,
including this columnist,
have rejected meat in boycott
of factory farming practices.
There is a great deal to be
said about factory farms, but
perhaps in another breath.

If a student should happen
to oppose the use of fetal pigs
in the lab and the inevitable
waste of these creatures on
English and psychology
majors, there is a solution.
However, some detective
experiénce might be neces-
sary in finding it.

The biology department
does offer an alternative,
“meatless” lab section. For
this they should be com-
mended; but it is not readily
accessible. The course is not
one that a student can
register for, nor are the
requirements the same. In
fact, anyone who doesn’t look
at the small printing in the
far corners of the lab black-
boards might not be aware
such a class exists.

In addition to attending an
equal number of lab sessions

and covering identical
material through the use of
models, students in the
alternative lab section are
required to write a five-page
paper on a human body
organ. Now, it’s not as if a
five-page paper will push
these students into neurotic
frenzies, but it seems that it
is perhaps a political ploy to
deter students from choosing
the extra lab section (which
consequently creates a bit
more work for the depart-
ment). Kinda sketchy.

The use of animals in the
laboratory should be re-
stricted, at the very least, to
biology majors. (Even then,

"does the biology department

really need pigs?) This would
cut down considerably on
waste and lend less support
to the factory farming indus-
try. If a course is to include
dissection, it should be stated
clearly in the registration
book. Under no circum-
stances should a student be
obligated to dissect an
animal. Without question,
students should be offered a
socially conscious lab section
during registration. We are,
after all, paying for these
courses.

Liberate the fetal pigs!

Letters to the Editor

SGA Senator Responds To
Editorial, Columnist

When I found out that only 545 students
voted in the Student Government Associa-
tion election for senators, I was concerned
but not surprised. I felt this low turnout
should interest the entire VCU student body
because the opinions expressed by the SGA
represent all VCU students. G

This concern grew when I read the edito-
rial and column, because incorrect informa-
tion was used to blame voter apathy on the
Student Government (“SGA Election Draws
3.3%,” “SGA Election is Flawed,” March 3,
1992).

The accurate information could have been
received easily with one phone call or visit
to the SGA office. The mistakes were: Only
30 senators were elected, not 36; only 68.2
percent of those running were elected, not
81 percent as was stated in the column
“SGA Election is Flawed”; and the maxi-
mum number of students appointed as
senators-at-large is six and these six posi-
tions are available to all interested stu-
dents.

If you want input into any SGA matters,
you can always voice your opinion. You
didn’t miss your chance to get involved. At-
large students can be appointed to be on
SGA subcommittees. Also, senate meetings
are open to all students.

The SGA always encourages students to
participate in the governing process. Infor-
mation about all SGA activities is available

at the SGA office.

As a member of the SGA publicity com-
mittee, I have discussed with one of the
editors the possibility of increased news
coverage of events by the Commonwealth
Times, but no progress was made. The stu-
dent government is willing to work with the
CT to increase student awareness about
accomplishments made during the senate
meetings.

News about the SGA has always been
available and with the cooperation of the
student media, voter apathy can be lowerin
the future. Many efforts are currently being
pursued to increase student awareness
about student government. Unfortunately
the image portrayed by the Commonwealth
Times’ Editorial Board is flawed.

I suggest the members of the Editorial
Board get involved in the SGA. The experi-
ence is available to all students and in-
creased awareness about the process will
result.

Although I felt the true image of the SGA
was not portrayed correctly, I do agree with
some of the opinions expressed in the edi-
torial and column. I regret the fact that
mistakes were made, but we shouldn’t for-
get that every student can get involved and
the major concern is student apathy.

Larry F. Moore
SGA Senator

Ed. Note: The Editorial Board and Col-
umnist Keith E. Lennon based their infor-
mation on the Resource Guide and the SGA

advertisement that appeared in the Feb. 25
issue of the Commonuwealth Times that said
“36 of these 44 people will ... .”

Reader Addresses Profound
Ignorance

I want_to address the profound igno-
rance of James Yates’ thoughts about AIDS
(“America’s Newest Curse,” March 3,1992).

Yates is identified as a sociology major.
That’s encouraging — if he sticks with his
major, perhaps he will learn one of the
cardinal rules of attitude formation: The
less one knows about a given subject, the
more extreme one’s views are. When he
says “if anything, a demonic or divine hand
is involved,” along with airing completely
unfounded crackpot theories about the ori-
gin of AIDS, he is only betraying his stag-
gering lack of understanding.

Since he seems so eager to couch his
ignorancein self-righteousbiblical rantings
(not an original idea, by the way), he would
do well to remember that Jesus said the
measure you judge others by is the same
measure you’'ll be judged by.

When Yates piously announced that he
prayed Eddie Murphy doesn’t get AIDS, but
it would serve Murphy right, he was only
setting himself up for a fall.

I hope Yates stays in school. He has a lot
to learn.

Steve Dukes

Hi ities and Sci , English

The Commonwealth Times
welcomes readers’ letters.
We reserve the right to edit
all letters for grammai, style
and space. Letters should
not exceed one single-
spaced, typed page and
must be submitted by 11
a.m. Thursday to be
considered for the following
Monday edition. Letters must
be signed and include a
daytime phone number. Our
offices are located in room
1149 of the New Academic
Building; our campus
mailbox number is 2010. The
editorial section of the
Commonwealth Times is a
forum open to all members
of the Virginia
Commonwealth University
community. Students, faculty
and administrators are
encouraged to submit
editorials expressing their
opinions and concerns
about university issues. All
submissions to the editorial
section must include a
daytime phone number
where the writer can be
contacted. The opinions
expressed are those of
individual writers and do not
necessarily reflect the views
of the Commonwealth Times
or VCU.
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Congratulations

to the
new SGA

Marion Aburger
Carol Allen
Mary Ann Allen
Shannelle Armstrong
David Bates
Jason Bonardi
John Brubaker
Troy Clark
Barbara DeBord
Hillary Dick
Chris Green
Cindy Greene
Michael Hsaley
Thomas House
Jay Kavanagh
Kira Krumm
Robert Lewis
Sonja Nesbit
Lisa Nicholas
James Meisner
Alan Pietruszkiewicz
Darryll Putnam
Valerie Richmond
Michael Stanley
Brandon Taylor
Matthew Tessier
Anna Tucker
Claudia Turner
John Wilkins
Garland Williams
Christopher Wright
Stephen York...

and there are two spots left.

Apply at the SGA office
367-6509

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

(STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION)
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Sure it was the first day of spring

Due to the cold weather the first Shafer Court Concert was cancelled.
Weather permitting, musicians, the beer man and concert-goers will try
again this Friday. See page 11 for the concert schedule.

staff photo by Jim Johns

Finer Points
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Minutes precious for theater

students at conference

Michael Dobbins
staff writer

A minute is not a lot of time. It’s even
shorter when you have to sell yourself to
get a summer job like Virginia Common-
wealth University theater students did
earlier this month.

VCU students attended the 44th an-
nual Southeastern Theater Conference
in Orlando, Fla., the week before spring
break.

To get there they endured a screening
process that began with their professors.

“We wouldn’t send a student to com-
pete if we felt that student couldn’t meet
the standards,” said Elizabeth Weiss
Hopper, associate professor of theater.

Students selected by the professors
then went to the Virginia Theater Con;
ference and competed against students
from other Virginia schools, said Hopper.
Those who were successful at the VTC
advanced to the Southeastern Theater
Conference.

The conferees represented the best
the Southeast region has to offerin actors,
directors, scene and costume designers,

said Richard Newdick, former president
of SETC and chairman of the Theater
Department.

“(VCU will) usually have 30 percent of
the Virginia delegation. That’s a lot for
one university,” said Newdick. “South-
eastern Theater Conference is the big-
gest little conference coming down the
pike.”

He said that the three-day conference,
whichis held the first week in March, was
sponsored by Universal Studios.

It included festivals, competitions,
seminars, workshops, interviews with
recruiters for undergraduate and gradu-
ate programs, and a job contact service,
Newdick said.

Bleecker said that nearly 3,000 actors
and designers from colleges and universi-
ties competed for 700 positions with over
70 theater companies.

Hoppersaid students were interviewed
by companies including Universal Studios
and Walt Disney World Co., and design-
ers like Susan Szu, costume designer for
the original “Godspell” production.

At the conference, students are identi-

See page 10

Virginia opera tops off season with ‘Porgy & Bess’

by W. Clinton White Il
staff writer

The Virginia Opera performed their
last North American gig of the 1991-92
season last week at the Carpenter Center
to a packed house.

The company’s production of George
Gershwin’s “Porgy & Bess,” often con-
sidered the definitive American opera,
has not yet reached the end of its tour. By

special invitation the cast and crew will’

*be putting the show on in three South
American countries in the upcoming
months.

Taking place in a fishing village in
Charleston, South Carolina, the opera
mixes Gershwin’s signature sense of or-
chestration with a poignant and humor-
ous mix of drama and the exploration of
American culture. It tells the story of
Porgy, a benevolent and self-sacrificing
fisherman, and his love for Bess,a woman
with a bad reputation.

The strong cast is perhaps the most
impressive aspect of this production.
Brian Gibson, in the role of Porgy, and
Keith Byron Kirk, playing the smooth
dope peddler Sportin’ Life, are both vet-
erans of the international stage. Kirk’s
soulful voice was in top form throughout
the show and was especially appealing in
his interpretation of the familiar tune “It
Ain’t Necessarily So,” which garnered
him overwhelming applause during the
curtain call.

The supporting cast also delivered fine
performances, most notably Tyrone

Jolivet as the Crab Man, a humorous
seafood vendor, and Patricia Saunders
Nixon as the wise and wily Clara.

Equally well-received was Gibson for
his portrayal of Porgy, the selfless cripple
struggling tobe accepted as a handicapped
person and as a “real” man. This desire
seemed to be the deep-rooted source of his
passion for Bess; he had to prove to him-
self that he could love like the other men
in the village and please a woman as well.

Bess’ character, played by soprano
Theresa Hamm (experienced on various
national and international stages, in-
cluding that of the Met) was, unfortu-
nately, not fully discovered during last
Wednesday’s performance.

Hamm’s voice was not as clear and
expressive as the others, although she
did offer most of the pathos and des-
peration that one expects from a woman
addicted to drugs and badly treated by
the community of the village, Catfish
Row.

Hamm’s aria (voice solo) “I Loves You,
Porgy” was not particularly convincing
and this was a critical point in evaluating
her effectiveness in that role. She did,
however, exhibit her true vocal power in
leading the spiritual “Oh, We're Leavin’
for the Promise’ Land” in the middle of
the first act.

“Porgy and Bess” is constructed simi-
larly to traditional opera, but to the ama-
teur patron, it seems a bit more down-to-
earth and accessible than a Puccini or
Verdi dramatic love story. This may be
because it is sung in a fluent African-

American dialect that blends well with
Gershwin’s score, which is well-punctu-
ated with percussion and woodwind fla-
vor provided by the consistency strong
Virginia Opera Orchestra.

In the end, I was left with the impres-
sion that Porgy is a universal symbol of
dedication and strength.

Imagine a man unable to stand on his

own two feet, because of a handicap, go-
ing tojail for and later driving a goat cart
from South Carolina to New York to find
the woman he loves.

And I won’t even walk to 7-Eleven in
the rain to get a pack of cigarettes, let
alone do hard time in the slammer for
them.

photo by Kathy Kenney

Catfish Row in the Virginia Opera production of Gershwin’s “Porgy & Bess.”
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Theater students at Florida conference

continued from page 9

fied by numbers, said Hopper, in order to
reduce the potential for bias by judges,
who may know a prospective player.

Joy Bleecker was one of 25 VCU
gradute and undergraduate students at-
tending the conference.

“When we got there, we all looked up
ou numbers on the bulletin board and got
the room numbers of the companies that
we wanted to audition for and signed up
for time slots,” said Bleecker, a senior
theater major.

“We had a minute to audition and if
you sangin your audition you were given
a minute and a half,” said Bleecker.

Bleecker’s performance earned her 25
“call backs” for auditions from companies
at the conference and one more has come
through the mail since she returned to
Richmond.

“It’s a cruel business. You either do it
in that minute or its ‘next’,” Newdick
said.

In addition to the competition for jobs,
VCU students competed for awards in
stage and costume design.

This year there were a record number
of entries, said Sherry Harper, a VCU
graduate student who submitted costume
designs for review.

VCU students, who won first placelast
year, didn’t place this year, Hopper said.
“We were introduced to the school of hard
knocks.”

“We usually get honorable mention or
place, so it’s really unusual for VCU not
to get anything,” said Harper.

Newdick said VCU did not get shout
out completely. He pointed out that the
play that won the high school competi-
tion at the conference was directed by a
VCU graduate.

“We're always going to come up with
some kind of win or we better believe that
because we've been doing this a long
time,” Newdick said.

While the students at the conference
were competing for jobs and awards, the
professors exchanged ideas.

Hopper, who gave two seminars on
costume design, said that one day abunch
of the designers were sitting around dis-
cussing their work and came up with the
idea to share props and sets.

One ofthe designers said that students
at his university were going to do the play
“On the Verge” but believed that building
the required abominable snowman would
be difficult with his theater’s limited
budget.

“Someone (from another school) men-
tioned that they had done that play ear-
lier and still had their snowman and that
he could rent it to the other university,”
said Hopper. “That was what sparked the
idea of renting props to other schools
within in the conference.”

Even students like Bleecker, who has
been going to the conference since her
sophomore year, learned something new
this year.

“I learned that the best thing to re-
member is to relax and be yourself,”
Bleecker said.

Next year the conference will be held
at Crystal City, in Arlington County, Va.

SPECTRUM BRIEFS

Tickets Now On Sale For
Richmond Ballet

Tickets are now available for the
Richmond Ballet’'s March 27 and 28
Repertory Program at Carpenter Cen-
ter for the performing Arts. The Rep-
ertory Program will feature George
Balanchine’s “Apollo”, a portrayl of
the young god learning the beauty of
music and dance from three beautiful
muses.

It has been discribed as an innova-
tive and influential piece choreo-
graphed in classiscal style to compel-
ling music of Igor Stravinksy.

Tickets may be purchased in person
at the Carpenter Center Box Office.
For further information contact
Michael Maloney at (804) 359-0996.

East Main Gallery’s 2nd
Annual Juried Exhibiton

New York artist/writer Stephen
Westfall will be the juror for 1708 East
Main’s 2nd Annual Juried Exhibition.
Artists in all media may submit up to
five slides. All entries must be accom-
panied by a completed entery form
available from the gallery.

Prizes include cash and a solo exhi-
bition at the 1708 East Main

Gallery.Deadline for entries is Mon-
day, April 27. Send SASE for
prosepctus, or pick up entry form a t
1708 East Main, 1708 East Main St.,
Richmond 23223. The entry fee is $12.

Area Performers/Artists
Are being Sought

Richmond area artists are asked to
share their work in “A Sunset Celebra-
tion,” a multimedia perfomancer to be
held on Sat., May 3, at Fountain Lake
in Byrd Park from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

“A Sunset Celebration” will provide
performing and visual artists the op-
portunity to present their work to the
general public in a celebration of
Richmond’s diverse co<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>