
Explorations in Sights and Sounds 

(Oh iyesa) alone m akes India/l Heroes and Great Chieftains compel l ing 
readi ng for anyone interested in  the dramatic changes chal lenging 

A Santee, Eastman was separated from h i s  fam i l y  i n  the 
afterm ath of the 1 862 Dakota/White confl ict  in M i nnesota. Later, 
after educat ion at Dartmouth Col lege, he became the government 
phys ician at  the Pine Ridge Reservation in  South Dakota.  Many of the 
men incl uded in  this work were personal fr iends of Eastm an and 
offered personal recol lections of the ir  l ives .  

Eastman's purpose i n  writ ing India/ l  Heroes and Great Chief
tains was to correct popu lar  m i sconceptions regarding American 
I ndian peop le and their  leaders that were widespread among the 
publ ic .  By so doing he bel ieved "that the American people wi l l  do 
them tardy ju stice" ( 1 ) . The resu lt of his efforts i s  a curious m i x  of 
sympathetic portraya ls  on the humani ty of these great Americans 
combined with,  what would be considered by today's standards, 
whimsical eth nocentri s m .  For i nstance, Eastman concludes his chap
ter on the cont roversial Lakota Spotted Tai l  by stat ing:  "Such was the 
end of the man (Spotted Ta i l )  who m ay j ust ly be cal led the Pont iac of 
the west.  He possessed a remarkable m i nd and extraord inary fore
s ight for an untutored savage; yet he is  the only one of our great men 
to be rem embered with m ore honour by the white m an,  perhaps, 
than by h is  own people"  ( 40-4 1 ) . 

Indian Heroes al ld Great Chieftains i s  written i n  extremely 
readable prose and m akes for enterta in ing read ing .  The accounts of 
the personal l ives of these n i neteenth-century American I nd ian 
leaders offer i n sights seldom ava i l able i n  later biograph ies .  Anyone 
interested in  a " period piece" of American I nd ian l i terature/biogra
phies wi l l  find this  book worthwhi le  reading.  

Terry E.  Huffman 
Northern State Univers ity 

Juan Flores. Divided Borders: Essays on Puerto Rican Identity. 
(Houston, TX : Arte Publ ico Press, 1 993) .  

Juan Flores m akes an i mportant contr ibution to the l i terature 
on the Puerto R ican experience with h i s  new book, Divided Borders: 
Essays on Puerto Rican Identity. The essays are exe m p lary of a serious 
exploration of the Puerto Rican ident i ty as i t  has  been defined and 
portrayed by a variety of writers ,  popu lar  m ovem ents,  and social  
m ovements.  

The fi rst essay offers a cr it ical  analys is  of the h i stori an 
A n  t o n i o  S .  Pedre i ra ' s  Il1 s u iar ismo:  El lsayos de i n terpre tac ion 
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pl lertorriql leiin, a class ic publ ished in 1 934 .  F lores places Pedreira 's  
contributions to Puerto Rican ident i ty in  the context of the  h istorical 
and l iterary period in which [Ilsl linrismo was written. In addit ion,  
F lores provides the reader with i ns ight  i n to the ideological perspec
tives of the h istoricnl 1  as  wel l  as provid ing  an excel lent eco-pol i t ical 
framework to assist in critical an alys is .  

F lores credits Pectreira as the f i rst  establ ished inte l lectual  to 
study and document Puerto Rican ident i ty and culture as  an issue of 
national  i nterest. Moreover, Flores offers a much needed Chal lenge to 
Pedreira's  writ ings by submitt ing a thorough and  crit ica l reassess
ment and d ia lectic a nalysis  based on  more recent paradigms and 
emerging eval ua  t ions  of na  t iona I iden ti ty ,  particularl  y under  a chang
ing  cultural  h i story because of the colon i a l  in fluence of the U nited 
States on Puerto Rico and the m ass ive m igration of Puerto Ricans to 
the United States of America .  

F lores uses a n  a na lys i s  based on  h i storical  m ateria l i sm and 
offers a systemat ic  study of the  i m  portance of economic production 
and selected h istorical events t h at formed the basis  for the  survival of 
the Puerto Rican nat ional  ident i ty in spite of colon ial i sm by Spain 
and later  by the United States .  The va lue of this  essay l ies  on Flores' 
thorough exploration of  Pedreira 's  contradictory paradigm where he 
attributes Puerto Rican nat ional  identi ty ,  t h at i s ,  of the  masses,  to a 
soc ia l ly generic vict i mizat ion of the  ind iv idual  whi le  attempt ing to 
offer a n  analys is  on nat ional  forms  of  res istance to colonial  oppres
sion from both Spa in and the Uni ted States .  F lores d i scusses the 
con flicts i nherent in Pedreira 's  vict i m  b laming assert ion of the Puerto 
Rican individual  and the concept of  i nherent i n feriority of the  
indigenous and African populat ion . 

The separation m ade between culture and nat ional  ideology 
from the question of pol i t ica l  and economic  status u nder U nited 
States colonia l i sm i s  an i mportant  one .  It  serves to prove the serious 
d i l em m a  of Puerto Rican identity that Flores traces through the 
subsequent chapters of  his  book. 

In 1 980, Jose Lui s  Gonzalez publ ished EI pais de los cuatro 
pisos. According  to Flores,  Gonzalez' essay i s  i n  the  1 980s what 
Pedreira 's  Insularismo was i n  the 1 930s .  The issue of  nat ional  i de nt ity 
is  o nce again h ighlighted; however,  Gonzalez' work i s  embedded in 
a broad h istorical perspective that de l ineates  s tages of Puerto Rican 
cultural  and national form at ion result ing from U n i ted States pol it ical  
and economic global domi nat ion,  colonia l i sm in the i s land and the 
i mpact of racism, ethn ocentr ism and economic  exploitation of the 
Puerto Rican worker in the  U n i ted States ,  and the creat ion of a 
lumpenized class .  

Gonzalez traces Puerto Rico's h istory by  us ing as symbol a 

2 7  



Explorations in Sights and Sounds 

four floor bui lding. The first floor represents Spain 's four  centuries of 
colonial  rule and slavery. The second offers trends and bearings of the 
immigration of Europeans  and South Americans.  A thi rd floor sym
bol izes the Un ited States invasion and dom i n at ion of the I s land after 
1 898, and the fourth represents the presen t  era, which has i ts  roots 
in the econom ic development plan of the 1 940s and the " Free and 
Associated State . "  According to F lores, Gonzalez' analysis of the 
sign i ficance of the popular  masses, part icular ly those of African 
origin in the formation of Puerto Rico's nat ional  and cultural iden
t i ty, i s  his  major contribut ion.  He also focuses on the racia l ,  ethnic,  
class ,  and regional di fferences in the Is land based on dominant  and 
marginal ized population groups. 

F lores provides in sight into Gonzalez' t heory of the tremen
dous im pact of the African population on the Puerto R ican economy 
and, thus, the national culture. He explores th i s  subject by studying 
the contributions of other authors, such as Luis Pales Matos, Tomas 
Blanco, Ramon Romeroa Rosa, as well  as the prom i nence of " l a  p lena" 
in  popular music .  

Flores gives tr ibute to the i n fl uence of class and race as 
sign i ficant factors in the analysis of socia l  h ierarchy and economic 
stratification of Puerto Rico's society. He a lso offers a cr it ical  account 
of h is tory by surpassing narrowly prescribed Marxist paradigms .  For 
exam ple, Flores argues that the case of Puerto Rico merits particula r  
attention because of  the  complex interwoven ethn ic, racial ,  and  class 
rea l it ies of this  nat ional  identity. He suggests an analysis  that ad
dresses the dynamic socio-economic interactions that  explain di
verse images and rea l i t ies based on "ethnic  l ayering" and " topology" 
of the Puerto Rican. He also moves on to suggest that the cul tu ral  
process and formation of the Puerto Rican ident i ty does not stop with 
the migration of thousands of Puerto Ricans to the Un ited States .  A 
valuable contribution to his  work, one which he expands on i n  
subsequent chapters, i s  what he defi nes a s  t h e  "dynamic osmosis" 
that takes a new meaning and defi nit ion as the Puerto Rican cu l tu ral  
and nat ional  identity continues as a vis ible in fl uence in  American 
urban centers. 

La Charm, Zeno Gandia's novel ,  was written in  the early 
1 890s after the period of the " terrible year"  ( 1 887 )  which was 
characterized by economic depression and pol it ical  regression.  The 
the social condit ions of the t ime, such as rural isolation and class 
exploitation by the colonia l  coffee- land owner el i te .  F lores chal
lenges the ideologica l undertone, s imi lar  to that  found in  Pedreira's 
writ ings in which the underclass i s  portrayed th rough the fi l ter of a 
paternalist ic ideology of ethnic  determ in i sm.  Th is  problem, F lores 
contends, is  not only a reflection of the hi storical period in  which the 
novel was written,  with pol i t ica l  repression serving as a mechanism 
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novel represents an aspect of the Puerto Rican economy, part icularly 
the coffee-growing regions where the peasantry bore the burdens of 
of l i terary control,  but  i t  i s  a lso ind icative of the l i terary mode of the 
t ime. Authors l i ke Zeno G andia  and Ale jandro Tapia y Rivera exem
pl ified a disti nctive Puerto Rican ,  n ineteenth century l i terary form 
that  ranged from romant ic i sm to real i s m  and natur al i sm.  

The popular  m us ic  of  li l a  plena" forms the  basis for Flores' 
essay II Bumbu n  and the begin n i ng of P lena music ."  The begi n n i n g  of 
l a  plena as popular m usic  s ignals  a twenty-five year era in Puerto 
Rico's sugar cane regiOns and i ts  peasantry .  Born in La Joya del  
Casti l lo in the c i ty of Ponce, this form of music i s  founded in the Afro
Caribbean i nfluence .  Most of the credi t  for th i s  musical  expression 
goes to the legendary Josel i n o  II Bumbun"  Oppenheimer, a B l ack 
Puerto Rican plantat ion worker. Between 1 925 and 1 950 fa p lena 
ascended to nat ional  v is ib i l i ty and became an  i m portant veh ic le  for 
oral h istory and cultural  transit ion among the working rural  and 
urban poor .  F lores merges concepts of m usic  express ions and tradi
tions of the period with l i terature and h istory in an extraord inary 
composi t ion of the rea l i t ies  of working-class l i fe and Afro-Caribbean 
i n fluence on the cu l tural l ife of the n at ion.  This  i n fluence was 
transported by thousands of Puerto Rican m igran t  workers to the 
urban centers of the  U n i ted States dur ing the l ate 1 920s and 1 930s.  

Flores' essay on the contribution of Rafael Cort i jo  to mus ical  
express ions sets  the  tone for an explorat ion of the l i nkages that exist  
between cultura l  express ions of  the  m argi nal i zed classes, part icularly 
the Afr ican of Puerto Rico, and the form at ion of a national i dent ity ,  
both in the  is land and in the U n i ted States. This  essay exposes 
mani festat ions of  racism and c lass i sm in Puerto Rico by l i ft i ng a vei l  
showing Euro-hispanic-centered arrogance of those in power, around 
what seems to const itute fol klore, cult ivated express ions and na
t ional  art ist ic forms .  F lores offers an  excel lent cr it ical  analysis  by  
tappin g  i nto a series of h istorical  events i n  recent years around the 
creation of a nat ional  space for the  legacy of Rafael  Cort i jo .  The 
resistance to open this  space high l ights  a l arger problem of n at ional  
significance. I t  speaks to the  ideological and pol i t ical  boundaries that  
h ave divided the quest ion of nat ional  culture between the popul a r  
African-based tradi t ions  of the  culture and the Euro-hispanic-centr ic 
privi leged el i te .  F lores p roposes a discuss ion where both elements ,  
the popular ,  African component and the e l ite and fol kloric compo
nents befriend each other and find  a com mon bridge in the explora
t ion of n at ional  culture and identity .  

The value of  F lores'  work in this  essay l ies  in h i s  evaluat ion 
of the concept of  cultura l  borders . Bas ing h is work on recent C hicano 
authors  l i ke G ui l le rmo Gomez-Pen a  and G lor ia  Anzaldua,  F lores 
examines the concept of i n fusion,  i nterfac ing, and celebrat ion of 
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mult i -cultur al ism around the paradigm of social  group membership 

and diversity in  the  Puerto R ican society, and the i r  i n fluence on each 

other. 
The separation between the ru l ing elite and the popular  

masses takes center stage as  thousands of Puerto Rican workers 
migrate to the Uni ted States .  An excel lent  analys is  on the colonia l  
res istance movement and social  movem ents of the  1 950s of the 
i s land are presented. Flores h ighl ights the United States' i nfluence on 
the is land's  economic development pol icies ,  elections for the  gover
nor, and the in it iatives that were developed to promote working class 
migration to the Un ited States. 

These very im portant events changed the socia l -economic 
and pol it ical facade of Puerto Rico.  Flores descr ibes the  res i stance and 
national i st movements that spawned workers organ izations and 
pol itical part ies .  Pressure to em igrate was, however ,  often the only 
alternative to escape hunger and poverty. Las Memorias de Bemarrfo 
Vega, edited by Cesar Andreu Ig le ias ,  offers an exce l lent  example of 
forced migration . Bernardo Vega was a socia l ist  l eader of the 1 900s 
who, along with thousands of Puerto Ricans,  migrated to the  U nited 
States. In New York he l ived his cultural her i tage in an environment 
ravaged by poverty, racism and ethnocentr ism,  and where he  was 
victimized by capital ist  exploitation and nat ional  repression .  

A major contribution of Flores' work i s  the  i l l u m inat ion of 
the ideological contradictions and struggles of working c lass  men,  
l i ke Bernardo Vega, and the intel lectual and pol i t ica l  e l i te .  The 
contributions of Jose De Diego, an inte l lectual  and pol i t ic ian who 
was considered by many to be a renowned nat ional  leader,  are 
presented as evidence of these contradict ions .  

A very im portant part  of  Puerto Rico's h istory i s  presented as 
Flores traces the h istorical roots of the  Free and Associ ated State 
period where dur ing Operation Bootstrap,  along with the era of 
Munoz, came a new paradigm to understand nat ional  identity .  
Clearly, the cont inual  sh i ft of pol i t ica l  and econom ic  events towards 
colonizing the i s land and in tegrat ing it into the global economy of 
capita l i sm th rough the repatr iat ing of p rofit by the Un ited States 
leaves an i m pr int  on the l ives of the margina l ized populat ion .  The 
national d i lemma around issues of acculturat ion,  ass i m i lat ion,  and 
resistance to cultural genocide of the Puerto Rican takes center s tage 
in Flores' analys is .  Th is colonia l  d i lemma around the preservat ion of 
the national  culture versus the genocidal culture continues to be 
exam i ned by Flores in the last part of  h i s  book with an examinat ion 
of Puerto Rican l i terature produced in  the Uni ted States .  

During the 1 960s Nuyorican l iterary expression begun to 
emerge as part  of  a new ethn ic express ion with authors l i ke Pedro 
Pietri and Piri Thomas in the 1 960s, and Tato Laviera i n  the  1 9 70s. 
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This l i terary m ovement  gives voice to a population un ique  in its 
cultural identity and in i ts  class and socio- l inguist ic rea l ity .  T h e  
conditions of urban Puerto Rican working class and l u mpenized 
populations are given form through their  own voices. These new 
forms of l i terary expression describe the oppression of Nuyoricans i n  
the Uni ted States and  also i n  the  i s land.  The harsh rea l i t ies  o f  l iv ing 
in  the borders as m argina l i zed socia l  groups and the com plex b i l in 
gual contradict ions faced by t h i s  populat ion group reveal the  b i rth of  
this distinct l iterary for m .  F lores offers an excel lent segment on the 
various persona l i t ies and stages that  fol low di fferent periods in  the  
development of  th i s  un ique l i terary express ion.  Whi le  i t  i s  pr imar i ly 
based on the New York experience, the  author contends that i t  
reflects t h e  real i t ies  of Puerto Ricans i n  other u rban American centers .  

One of Flores '  most valuable contributions i s  his  ana lysis  of  
the h istorica l ,  economic,  pol i t ica l ,  and geograph ical borders which 
form the basis  for the com plex cultural  identi ty of the  Puerto Rican 
of the Uni ted States .  L iv ing i n  two cul tu res and us ing two l anguages, 
Engl ish and Spanish ,  has  offered a transform ation of the un ique 
character ist ics of Puerto Rican ident i ty .  To F lores the  act of p lura l i sm 
and u niqueness of the  Puerto Rican cultura l  identity is an act  of se l f
determinat ion,  se l f-affi rmat ion ,  and a strategic m a n i festation of 
resi s tance to both Euro-hispanic  el i t i sm and Un ited States colon ia l  
ass imi lat ion. 

F lores'  fina l  essay, " Liv ing Borders/Buscando America :  Lan
guage of Latino  Se l f- Formation , " pulls  together a series of consider
ations on the concept of m u l t i-cultural  i sm or  what goes under the 
name of " n ew social m ovements . "  Flores contends that the new 
social movement of  today offers a m ore promis ing space to Lat ino 
identity than other  ethn icity t heories such as the " melt ing pot of the  
early twentieth century"  and the " new ethnicity" of the  1 950s and 
1 960s. However, F lores seems to contradict h i m self  when addressing  
the  notion of how the  new social  m ovement,  which  i ncludes social  
group membersh i ps of gender,  race ,  rel igion,  and sexual  or ientat ion,  
do not ful ly  encompass c lass  struggle .  Also u nclear is  his  exam inat ion 
of the concepts o f  " p rivate" sphere  and  " publ ic"  sphere .  The apparent 
confusion in th i s  las t  essay see m s  to be located i n  the dist inct ions that  
this  author m akes between the  idea of " Latino identity" and that  of 
other social  group m e m bers h i p  ( i . e  women,  gays, etc . ) .  The l ack of 
clarity over t hese two ideas m ay serve to foster i nterpretations based 
on h ierarchies of  oppress ion .  One weak area in Flores' work is a l ack 
of in -depth exploration of these other social group memberships as 
they relate to issues of Puerto Rican cultural identity. For example ,  i n  
the few occas ions  i n  which F lores presents any discuss ion o n  the 
relevance of gender  in  l i terature ( i . e . ,  La Charca) , the  d iscuss ion i s  
very broad, with l it t le  s ign i ficance given to problems that  the  
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patriarchal cultural orientation, machismo, as wel l  as  Marianismo,  
pose to the question of national ident i ty.  At t i mes a few names of 
women authors are included without an expans ive analysis on a 
much needed "women identif ied" contr ibution to Puerto Rican 
l i terature, music, and other forms of cultural  express ion.  The same 
could be said about the issues of gay and lesbian identity .  Whi le it is 
commendable that this author has moved beyond typical heterosexist  
notions of ident i ty and has made an attem pt to be inclus ive to other 
oppressed popu lation groups, such as gays and lesbians ,  his work is 
primari ly based on the contr ibutions of heterosexual ,  male authors, 
historians, and musicians ,  or around l i terature and musica l  lyrics that 
are male centered . The i m portance of women's contributions to the 
national culture ,  identity, and h i story rem ai n s, once aga in ,  on the 
periphery. 

In  summary, Juan Flores makes a ma jor  contribution to the 
concept of Puerto Rican identity .  H is analysis  of  nat ional  cultures is 
wel l  grounded in a strong knowledge base of the his tory of Puerto 
Rico told not from the victor's perspective but rather from the 
margi nal ized classes. The Puerto Ricans of today, both in the i s land 
and in the Uni ted States, are without a doubt a populat ion group 
which reflects the mul t iple real i t ies of rac ia l ,  ethnic ,  pol i t ica l ,  eco
nomic, and sexual real i t ies . It is a populat ion that  has  l earned to 
survive, resist, and struggle for self-determi nation and self-aff i rma
tion . In  the Un ited States, Puerto Ricans have also part ic ipated in  the 
transformations of the Uni ted States society.  Whi le  the colonial  
rel ationsh ip  of Puerto Rico cont inues to  pers ist ,  Puerto Ricans con
tinue to protect their national  identity by resist ing ass i m i l at ion ,  and 
developing new forms of expression and a socia l  m ovement that 
requi res that the United States open i tsel f to the uniq ue contributions  
and struggles of  this  national  group.  

Juan Flores' book makes an im portant contr ibution to docu
menting our history as a nation that m ust be chal lenged to celebrate 
our indigenous and African heritage. F lores offers an in-depth presen
tation on the history of Puerto Rico by also present ing an outstanding 
documentation of the l i terary, musica l ,  and l inguist ic express ions of 
the marginal ized classes of both Puerto Rico and the Un ited States. 
This book is an i m portant asset for individuals  in terested in studying 
l i terature and the h istory of the Puerto Rican .  It  a lso makes a major  
cont ribution to in terdisc ipl i n a ry programs in  Puerto R ican studies .  
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