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bel ieve that  th i s  gen u i nely r ich text would have been even more so 
h ad more perspectives by women on the subject of race been 
included. Of the s ixteen chapters, on ly one is authored by a woman, 
Patric i a] .  Wi l l i ams .  Perhaps the editors were unsuccessful in  attempts 
to sol ic it  m a nuscr ipts  from m ore women . This I do not know. I do 
know that t he p lethora of scholars h i p  by the l i kes of, for example, 
Mary Frances Berry, D iane  P inderhughes,  and bel l hooks would have 
contributed m uch i ns ight and perspective to the cont inuing dis­
course on the subject.  

A l l  th ings considered, this i s  an i m portant book for those of 
us interested in and com m i tted to doing the necessary work of 
obl iterat ing the color l ine .  

Otis L .  Scott 
Cal i fornia  State University, Sacramento 

Bil l  Ong H i ng .  Making and Remaking Asian America Through 
Immigration Policy, 1850-1990. (Stanford: Stanford University 
Press, 1 993) 340 pp. ,  $45 .00. 

B i l l  Ong H i ng's book has ful fi l led a long-felt  need in Asian 
American studies .  S ince the publ icat ion of M i l ton R .  Konvitz's The 
Alien al ld Asiatic in A merican Law ( 1 946) ,  no com prehensive overview 
of how American i m m igration pol icy i n fluenced Asian i m migration 
has been publ i shed .  The subject, however, represents one of the most 
i m portant aspects of Asian American experience. H i storical ly, the 
anti -Asiat ic Exc lus ion Laws played a defin i ng role i n  the evolution of 
Asian America .  Today, the legacy of racist i m m igration policies 
cont inue to l i m i t  As ian Americans,  and · the current debate over 
immigration rema ins  an i ssue of great i m portance for the com muni­
ties .  

More a social  than a legal h istory, the study focuses on how 
Uni ted States i m m igration polic ies h ave shaped and resh aped the s ix  
largest As ian Amer ican comm u n it ies :  C h i nese, F i l ip i no, Japanese, 
Korean, Vietnamese, and Asian I n d i a n .  Ch apter one lays the founda­
tion for the book, tracing pol icy changes before and after the 1 965 
i m m igration law reforms .  I n  a sym m etr ica l  m a n ner, Chapters two 
and three exam i n e  the demograph ic  and social  characteristics of the 
pre- and post- 1 96 5  i m m igrant com m u n i t ies,  looking at each of the 
five m a jor  groups  (except the Vietnamese) through populat ion s ize, 
residentia l  patterns,  gender ratios, and socioeconomic profi les. Chapter 
four offers a separate treatment of the  refugee policies and their  
implications for the Vietnamese com m u n ity .  The last  chapter ana­
lyzes the i m  pact o f  i m m igration policies th rough t h ree m a j o r  a reas of 

4 1  



Explora tions in Sights and Sounds 

Asian American l i fe-academ i c  performance, pol i t ical part i c ipat ion, 
and personal ident i ty .  

The study, thorough in  i ts documentat ion,  benefits  from 
H i ng's long-t ime career as an i m m igrat ion attorney and professor of 
law.  The rel at ively short book of 1 9 1  pages is supported by 45 pages 
of appendixes and a refe rence sect ion .  However, the m a j or mer i t  of 
the book does not l i e  in the deta i l ed demographic  data which are 
readily available el sewhere (e .g .  Stanley Karnow and ancy Yosh ihara's 
Asiall A lIleriC(llls ill Tmllsitiol l ) ,  but in i t s  usefu lness as a com mun i ty 
study. Imm igrat ion scholars have rarely i nvest igated the quest ions of 
com munity l i fe i n  their  research , wh i l e  the work of legal h istor ians 
often focuses on how laws were formulated and executed in i ndi­
vidual cases, fa l l ing short of expla i n i ng how they affected com mu­
n i ty l i fe as a whole.  H ing's inqu iry offers i l l u m i nat ing  i ns ights  i nto 
some of the most debated com m u n ity issues .  For exam ple, he has 
made a powerfu l cr i t ique .of the  cul tura l  paradigm for the model 
minority i m age . By quest i on i ng the precise mean ing of Asian Ameri­
can educational ach ievement ,  he has fundamental ly  sh i fted the 
frame of reference for the debate.  H i s  cal l for "a more systemat ic, 
em pir ical ly based framework for understanding Asian American 
pol i t ical l i fe" broadens the v is ions of  a people's pol i t i ca l  culture .  The 
author's sh rewd observation that  As ian Americans switch i dent i t ies 
from s i tuation to s i tuat ion and " As ian American" i s  not an ident i ty 
for a l l  t imes and a l l  purposes debunks the notion of a un i fied 
essent ia l i st ethnic ident i ty .  

The study's inadequacy l ies in  i ts  ana lys i s  of the  relat ionsh ip  
between people and  policy.  Pol icy control t h rough exclus ion and 
numbers stands out as a s ign i ficant theme.  But  there i s  l it t l e  discus­
sion of how the early and recent i m m igrants reacted to and fought 
aga inst  the laws and pol i c ies . Al though Chapter two is ent i t led "The 
Communit ies' Responses: As ian America Pr ior to 1 965 , "  the book 
gives the reader l i t t le  sense of the court batt les, the  i nternat ional  
maneuvers, and individual  strategies employed by Asian i m migrants .  
In  add i t ion,  exam ples need to be chosen m ore carefu l ly .  Since the 
book focuses on the s ix  major As i an  i m migrant groups, the c i tation 
of non- imm igrant Pacific I s l anders ( Nat ive Hawai ians ,  Samoans,  and 
Guamanians)  on page 1 45 ,  for i nstance, undercuts the author's 
argument .  F ina l ly, the prod uction standards of this book fa l l  below 
those customari ly set by Stanford Un ivers i ty  Press. Note, for example, 
the glaring typographica l  m ishaps on pages 26 and 1 45 .  
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