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Kenneth RobertJanken. Rayford W. Logan and the Dilemma of the 
African-A merican In tellectual. (Amherst: The U niversity of Mas
sachusetts Press, 1 993) 3 1 9  pp., $ 3 5 .00. 

Rayford W. Logan h as been l i t t le  more than an  obscure 
shadow in Afr ican-American h istoricity leaving, as h i s  biographer 
notes, " a  r ich inte l lectual legacy without, i t  appears, having left  a 
visible i mprint  on h istoric events" ( 1 98 ) .  Earning a Ph . D. from 
Harvard in 1 932, Logan p roceeded to becom e  a tra i lblazer in the field 
of African-American h istory, seeking to use his in te l lect in the fight 
against  racism.  

Document ing Logan ' s  accompl is hments ,  Kenneth Robert 
Janken uses Loga n 's experiences as a " perch from which to observe 
and analyze the  i n te l lectual  and socia l  h istory of the African-Ameri
can elite" (vi i ) .  He exami nes Logan 's civic activism beside such 
dist inguished persons as W . E . B .  DuBois ,  Walter Whi te, Mary McLeod 
Bethune, and A.  Ph i l ip  Rando l p h .  Loga n 's accompl ishments include:  
in i t iating voter registration tact ics ,  working with the Roosevelt 
Admi n i strat ion to e l imin ate segregation in the m i l itary, attempting 
to sway American foreign pol icy toward developing nations,  and 
obl i q uely p artic ipat ing in most s ign i ficant  c iv i l  r ights struggles of h i s  
generat ion . Janken notes, however, that  although a dedicated activist 
for nearly seven decades, Logan rema ined a " second-tier leader" (234)  
whose " m averick" ways were not adaptable in  organ izational struc
tures, thus  m argin al i zing  his l egacy as a c iv i l  rights l eader.  

J an ken n otes that Logan was " above al l  a h istor ian " ( ix )  and 
devotes considerable space to Logan's  academic  achievements .  Draw
i ng from Loga n 's personal  diaries and from h i s  papers, J a n ken 
describes the trials Logan faced as  a Black scholar in predominately 
white academ ia, ded icat ing  an  entire chap-ter  to the " polemics over 
the publ icat ion " ( 1 64 )  of What  the Negro Wants ( 1 944) ,  Logan 's most 
controversial  publ icat ion.  Logan worked with North Carol ina  Press 
to establ i s h  a book of essays out l in ing the observations and expecta
tion of B l ack leaders . It was an  excel lent  opportun ity for Logan , but 
i t  also placed h i m  in a pol i t ica l  quagmire as he strove to mai nta in the 
i n tegrity of the  project  whi le  attemptin g  to appease h i s  Southern 
l iberal publ ishers .  The d ifficult ies  in  this  col l aboration taught Logan 
a valuable lesson:  " achieving successes in  the white world and 
remain ing  true to h i s  pr incip les were i ncom pat ible goal s"  ( 1 64 ) .  After 
a protracted struggle with the publ ishers over the m i l i tant tenor of 
the essays, the book was publ ished.  Se l l ing wel l ,  th i s  anthology 
served as a barometer to gage r i s ing B l ack m i l i tancy by relat ing i n  no 
u ncerta in  terms that  J i m  Crow and Southern l iberal s i lence was no 
longer tolerable . 
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Janken deftly em ploys a mixture of pr imary and secondary 
sources to s i tuate Logan ' s  experiences in their  con tem porary con
texts. His work is wel l  documented and includes an extens ive bibl i 
ography. The bulk of Janken's study focuses on Logan's  activit ies 
from 1 930's - 1 950's,  leavi ng the reader curious as  to Logan 's activit ies 
during the p innacle of the Civi l  Rights Movement .  Logan rem a i ned 
an active scholar  unt i l  h i s  death in 1 982,  but Janken offers only  a 
tangential  exami nat ion of h i s  twil ight years ( 1 952- 1 982) .  This  de
traction does not, however, n u l l ify the worth and i mportance of t h is 
book dedicated to shedding l ight on the obscure shadow of a bri l l i ant  
man who dedicated h i s  l i fe and h i s  career to  the pursu i t  of  racia l  
justice. 

Jenni fer Dobson 
U n iversi ty of Wash ington 

Clinton M.  Jean.  Behind the Eurocentric Veils: The Search for 
Africa n Realities . (Amherst :  The Un ivers i ty of Massachusetts 
Press, 1 99 1 ) . 

This book represents a thoughtful crit ique of Eurocentric 
traditions of social  and h istorical analysis .  The pr incipal  thesis ,  
advanced in the idea of moving along the same cultural ideals and the 
same dynamic forces as the west, i s  an exceptiona l ly  bri l l iant  idea .  
Both the l iberal and Marxist systems subsum e  Third World cultural  
processes under un iversal ist  theories of evolution that do not apply 
un iversal ly .  

I n  this  book, spec ia l  em phasis i s  expressed on Afr ica and 
African people.  I t  attem pts to show that African tradit ions h ave 
different motivat ions and consequences from western tradit ions .  
Actual ly ,  this  is  quite  s imi lar  to the Afrocentric work of Molefi Asante 
and Mari mba Ani .  

Jean elaborates on ma ins t ream th inking and modern l i fe by 
providing radical a l ternatives and suggest ing the nat ional  approach 
to Black studies, making the book unique.  He provides very valuable 
information which i s  not present in  the exist ing scholar ly works. 

Although the book addresses the above issues very well ,  it  
would have served m ore of its  stated purpose i f  it had cons idered the 
socio-economic and pol it ica l  environment of Africa and African 
people before the begin n i ng of so ca l led "western c iv i l ization . "  The 
inclusion of such a section would have rein forced the outstand ing 
civi l ization and advancement of the African peopl e  i n  a l l  aspects of 
l i fe before colonization.  
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