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O’Brien steps down
after less than month

by Jason T. Bonardi
associate sports editor

After little more than three weeks at
VCU, Jim O’Brien, assistant athletic di-
rector for public relations and sports infor-
mation, resigned Wednesday.

O’Brien, speaking from Pittsburgh, said
being away from his family was too hard,
leaving him unable to perform the way he
wanted.

“I couldn’t work when my body was in
Richmond and my heart and mind were in
Pittsburgh.”

The resignation surprised many.

“We were shocked, but it was evident
that Jim was homesick and wasn’t adjust-
ing well to being away from his family,”
Richard Sander, director of athletics, said.

O’Brien, who had planned to move his
family to Richmond next summer, was to
lease an apartment, but, Sander said, he
never did.

“Things just never clicked for me,”
O’Brien said. “I wish things had worked
out, but they didn’t.”

Sander said O’Brien never returned his
administrative salary contract.

“I knew within a week that he wasn’t
comfortable here,” Mark Halstead, assis-
tant sports information director, said.

“He(O’Brien)would leave for Pittsburgh
in the early part of every week to be with
his family.”

Halstead said that on Labor Day week-
end the athletic department was going to
move O’'Brien into an apartment.

“He called to say he wasn’t ready to
move in — something about the holidays,”
Halstead said. “I knew then that he was
leaving.”

Sander and Halstead said the athletic
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Former Assistant Athletic Director Jim O'Brien.

department and the university did every-
thing possible to make O’Brien feel at
home.

“He talked to Dr. Trani and told him he
would try to work things out, at least until
Christmas, but I guess he changed his
mind,” Sander said.

O’Brien said he was disappointed with
the situation because he knew he had let
down a lot of people.

continued on page 3, col. 1

Abortion-rights supporters carry
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few nights after the building was set afire.

Vigil honors women’s center

by Shelby D. Barrette
staff writer

A candlelight vigil was held Wednes-
day night in honor of the Richmond
Medical Center for Women, which suf-
fered approximately $30,000 worth of
damage in a Sept. 6 arson.

The center, the city’s largest abortion
clinic, often has been the site of protest.

Richmond City Detective Michael
Wyatt said, “Richmond City Police and
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire-
arms are workingon every possiblelead,
but at this time there are no solid sus-
pects.”

Response to the incident was heated,
and both abortion-rights and anti-abor-
tion factions spoke out against the act.

Richmond Coalition for Choice orga-

nized the vigil. About 75 abortion-rights
advocates turned out to show their sup-
port.
Lynn Bradford, vigil organizer and
coalition leader, said she hoped the vigil
would “draw attention to the act of vio-
lence and get more community support
for the pro-choice issue.”

Although an anti-abortion group’s
headquarters is located directly across

continued on page 2, col. 3

students borrowed $200,000 from VCU

Loans to belp students get by until financial aid arrives

by Jason T. Bonardi
associate sports editor

The financial aid office gave out about
$200,000 in short-term loans to roughly
500 students in the first week of classes
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said Charles R. Kinder, director of Finan-
cial Aid and University Enrollment Ser-
vices.

The loans, averaging $400 per student,
cover everything from books to food in
some cases, Kinder said.

William Bost, executive director of Uni-
versity Enrollment Services, said most
loans are intended to provide book money
until a student’s financial aid arrives.

“No student can recieve aid until after
the third week of class,” he said, “because
aminimum studentenrollment audit must
be conducted to determine whether a stu-
dent is, in fact, enrolled.”

Once the financial aid awards arrive,
most loans are paid back through refund
checks, Bost said.

Loans were higher for medical and den-
tal students because the Federal
Government’s Health Education Assis-
tance Program ran out of funds.

The limit for the loans was $400, but in
the medical students’ case, we waived the
limit,” Kinder said, “Their loans averaged
around $500.”

Bost said when the HEAL program gets
more money, most of the students will
repay their loans immediately

All short-term loans must be paid back
within 60 days or a financial hold will goon
a student’s account.

The loan money comes from alumni and
other patrons tothe university andisrolled
over for continuous use.

But short-term loans can’t solve a long-
term financial problem for students, Kinder
said.

“This fall a young lady from out of state
thought she had her bill covered with fi-
nancial aid, but there was a shortfall and
this is not a rare case this year,” L. Victor
Collins, director of the Office of Minority
Student Affairs, said.

Collins said the student couldn’t find
any other aid and had to withdraw from
classes.

The mostaid an out-of-state “total-need”
student can get is $6,425, Kinder said.
That’s not even half a student’s yearly
budget of $14,825.

After astudent exhausts all his options,

Kinder said, the student and family must
come up with the rest of the necessary
funds.

“One would have to wonder why a stu-
dent in such poor financial shape would
want to gotoan out-of-state school,” Kinder
said.

In-state students, he said, receive more
aid, and tuition is lower so the shortfall for
Virginia’s total-need students is only
$1,400.

Kindersaid thisloan money comes from
alumni and other patrons to the univer-
sity, and the students’ repayments are
deposited in the account for continuous
use.

Options for financial aid include Pell
Grants at $2,400 that serve total-need
students and Stafford Loans at $2,625 that
are no-interest loans. In addition, quali-
fied students can enter a work-study pro-
gram and earn a maximum $1,400.

The short-term alternative for middle-
income families is the $4,000 PLUS Loan,
which requires parental application.
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Crime Shorts

For emergencies, contact VCU Police
at 367-1234 or use ERTS phones
(yellow at MCV, blue at VCU).

compiled by Karen Fox
staff writer

8-26-92
*Arrest
A male visitor was arrested at 901 W.
Franklin St. at 8:40 a.m. forbeing drunk in
public.
8-27-92
*Indecent Exposure
Atapproximately4:45 p.m.awhitemale
dropped his pants and exposed himselftoa
female in the elevator of the Cabell Li-
brary.
8-29-92
*Grand Larceny
Between 2:30 and 11:20 p.m. unknown
person(s) removed a red Puch Moped from
its secured location at MCV campus.
Value: $1,050.
9-1-92
*Petit Larceny
Between 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. unknown
person(s) removed a beige wallet, keys and
cash from a Johnson Hall residence.
Value: $100.
) 9-3-92
*Assault
At 8:45 p.m. amale was assaulted by an
unknown person at the VCU Parking Deck.
9-4-92
*Sexual Assault
A male patient at MCV North Hospital
reported that he was sexually assaulted
between 6 and 10 p.m. by a hospital atten-
dant.
*Petit Larceny
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Between 1:35 and 3:53 p.m. unknown
person(s)removed twobooks from an unat-
tended bookbag in the stairwell of VCU
Parking Deck.

Value: $10.

*Grand Larceny

Between noon and 3:16 p.m. unknown
person(s) removed a forest green Special-
ized Cross Road Cruiser, 26, men’s bike
from a bike rack on the MCV campus.

*Damage of State Property

At 11:55 a.m. the front door of Johnson
Hall was shattered.

Value: unknown.

9-5-92

*Grand Larceny

An employee of MCV Main Hospital
reported thatbetween 4 p.m.on Sept.4 and
7 p.m. on Sept. 5 unknown person(s) re-

moved her paycheck from the Intensive”

Care Unit.

Value: $423.60

*Petit Larceny

Between 12:15 and 3 p.m. unknown
person(s)removed amen’s Murray 15 speed
Mountain Bike from a bike rack in front of
the Hibbs Building.

Value: $115.

9-8-92

*Petit Larceny

Between11:25and11:40 a.m.unknown
person(s) removed two books: Society,
Crime and Criminal Behavior and Theo-
ries of Delinquency , from the basement
shelves of the VCU Bookstore.

Value: $60.
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Business went on as usual after a fire damaged the Richmond Medical Center for Women.

Candlelight Vigil

continued from page 1
the street from the center, no confronta-
tions occurred.

“The antis are perfectly welcome,”
Bradford said, “Our point has always been
that we can live peacefully with those
people. It’s them who want everything 100
percent of the-time.”

The vigil was held after regular busi-
ness hours, she said, to avoid disrupting
the center’s services.

“Pro-choice people don’t want any dis-
ruptioninabortion servicesand we wouldn’t
want to do anything that would affect the
women that come to this clinic,” Bradford
said.

Inresponse to anti-abortion claims that
abortion-rights supporters committed the
arson, Bradford said she was not surprised.

“No one should want to accept responsi-
bility for this act,” she said.

Brandon Smith, acity residentand abor-
tion-rights advocate, said, “It really doesn’t

EVERY TUESDAY - WDCE college night

matter who did it. It’s another incident in
awar that’s been going on for 2,500 years.”

Jefferson Burruss, VCU seniorand cam-
pus organizer for Students for Clinton,
blame@ the present administration for the

“war.

“Twelve ye(us of Republican adminis-
tration have created an atmosphere where
violence to reach a goal has become accept-
able,” he said.

“I came out (to the vigil) because I be-
lieve that all Americans have a right to
choice, notonly reproductive choice, but all
choice, and because I'm a believer in cre-
ative non-violence.”

Laura T. H. Long, president of VCU
Delegation for Choice, spent her time at
the vigil thanking people for showing up
and for voicing their support for choice.

The gathering, which began at 7:45
p.m., lasted about 45 minutes, ending with
a moment of silence.

free shuttle bus
10pm to 3am
stops e commons
® 7-11-main st.
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Fraternity raises money

Trani greets faculty
with talk of growth

by Arthur Mills
staff writer

Increasing enrollment and a possible
increase in physical facilities were among
thetopics touched upon by university Presi-
dent Eugene P. Trani during the fall fac-
ulty meeting Friday afternoon at the Per-
forming Arts Center.

Trani began the meeting by informing
assembled faculty members of something
they might have
found out from their
first two weeks of

classes — there are
more students in
them.

With an esti-

mated enrollment of
21,980, the presi-
dentexplained, VCU
has experienced an
across-the-board in-
crease that has
brought the univer- |
sity to a record en-
rollment level.
Incoming fresh-
men increased to
1.534 this year from
1,377 ayearago, but
Trani said the most

the increase is that
there are more qual-
ity students attending VCU.

“The mean combined SAT (Standard-
ized Achievement Test) score last year for
the freshman class was 989, he said. “This
year,ithascrossed 1,000 for the first time.”
He added that the latest figures show scores
standing at 1,000.37, which drew a laugh
from the faculty.

Pointing out that among the freshmen
are 200 honors students and additional
students from private schools, who in the
past would not apply, Trani said he credits
the VCU faculty forattractinghigher qual-
ity students.

“Clearly, Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity has become a ‘hotter commodity’in
the minds of 18-year-olds who are increas-
ingly recognizing the quality of the faculty
at Virginia Commonwealth University,”
he said.

Asiae from more and better students,
Trani said, the university is still diverse,

President Eugene P. Trani delivering a speech
important aspect of during the fall faculty meeting.

with58.7 percent female students and 22.2
percent minority students, including more
than 3,000 African-Americans.

Withoutnew facilities, VCU willbe hard-
pressed toaccommodate the almost 70,000
students, currently in elementary school,
who will be looking for higher education by
the end of the decade, Trani said.

“There are more (students) that you
have to take care of on fewer and fewer
resources,” Trani said.

“I really do worry
that as we move
aheadintothedecade
of the '90s that, in
fact, that is going to
be the norm rather
| than the exception,”
he said. “I think that
_ thisinstitution is go-

~ ing to have more and
more push uponit for
enrollment.”

A solution could
present itself if vot-
ers pass the Virginia
General Obligation
Bond Bills package
that would provide
more than $470 mil-
lion for higher educa-
tion throughout the
state and nearly $43
million to VCU.

The bond package
would provide VCU with money to im-
prove existing buildings and to build new
ones, including facilities on both the MCV
and academic campuses.

“If this bond bill passes, and I am very
hopeful it will, it will result in a major new
academic facility on the MCV campus, the
Medical Sciences Building,” Trani said.

“We will build a state-of-the-art Fine
Arts Center on the corner of Belvidere and
Main streets that would get the School of
the Arts out of their many diverse geo-
graphic (areas).”

While Trani’s hopes are for a bigger,
better VCU, he said, he is concerned about
budget cuts. Wrapping up the meeting, the
short-in-stature president responded tothe
question of how he has enjoyed his 26
months at VCU.

“Before all the budget cuts I was about
6-8.”
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O'Brien
continued from page 1

“There were so many people high on me
coming there (to Richmond) and everyone
was so excited, but Pittsburgh just has a
strong hold on me,” he said.

Although the resignation hurts VCU’s
national exposure, Sander said, the real
blow is to the players and coaches.

“He was taking the athletes under his
wing and showing them how to deal with
the media and such,” Sander said.

“What I'm going to miss most,” O'Brien
said, “is the athletes and the coaches.”

Halstead said he’s not worried about
the sports information department.

“We've been without a director since

May; we'll continue to get the job done,” he
said, adding that he feels betrayed.

“He (O’Brien) made a lot of promises to
me about my career. He made a lot of
promises to the coaches about putting VCU
sports in the limelight,” Halstead said.

“I enjoyed working with Mark in the
short time I was there,” O’Brien said, “and
the intern, Joe Onderko, is going to be
T s ol o T A B T e e
O’Brien said one reason he felt uncomfort-
able in Richmond was because his second
book, “Whateverit Takes,” about the Pitts-
burgh Steelers, just was published.

“It was like giving birth to a baby and
then leaving it on the doorstep,” O'Brien
said.

by braving the elements

by Shelby D. Barrette
staff writer

For 36 hours last week Pi Kappa Phi
Fraternity sponsored a scaffold sit to
solicitdonations for People Understand-
ing the Severely Handicapped, the na-
tional service project for the fraternity.

Foundedin1977, PUSH’s main func-
tion is to provide recreational environ-
ments specially geared for children with
disabilities.

Several members spent Thursday and
Friday atop a six-foot scaffold in front of
the Business Building.

Ken O’Beirne outlined this year’s
goals.

“T'wo years ago, weraised over $2,000
doingthis. We hope to raise about $1,000
this year.”

O’Beirne, PUSH chairman, said Pi
Kapp decided to hold the event again
because they had fun doing it last time.

“It also gives prospectives a chance to
see what else is involved in being a

Members of Pi Kappa Phi take a break last week from raising money for disabled children.

member of our fraternity,” he said.

Members passed around buckets and
jars asking Linden Street passersby,to
give whatever change they could. All
money made from the event will be sent
to PUSH America in Charlotte, N.C.

Mike Valentine, Pi Kapp chaplain
and inter-fraternity council president,
said, “Our organization as a whole has
raised over $2 million for PUSH. We are
the only fraternity that does anything
like this.

“It’s only the first event of the year,”
Valentine said. “Next summer I will be
participating on a cross-country cycling
crew. We travel around America raising
people’s awareness about we do.”

Valentineisthe firstmemberof VCU’s
Sigma Pi Chapter to be selected for the
PUSH cycling crew. He said he considers
it a great honor.

Upcoming events are in the planning
stages, but members are organizing a
24-hour “wheelchair PUSH” and possi-
bly a “PUSH run.”

staff photo by Shelby D. Barrette

something about us.”

Personalities behind PUSH

T. Stephen Burks, 21

Sophomore,Pi Kappa Phi Secretary |

VP, Inter-Fraternity Council }

“The Greek community is not an animalistic barbarian club of jocks and loose |
women. There 1s a highly overlooked attractive side. Greeks hold a nationally |
higher GPA and graduate at a 10 percent higher rate.” i

Steve Fleck, 21

Sophomore, Phi Kappa Pi
Chairman of Associate Member Education
“Pi Kappa Phi is the fastest-growing fraternity in America because we offer |
more than a “social atmosphere.” PUSH America was totally founded by andisrun
by Pi Kapps. To be able to recruit brothers who can do this sort of thing says

1'

Mike Valentine, 21 |
Junior, Pi Kappa Phi Chaplain
President, Inter-Fraternity Council |

“I do not want my best fraternity experience to be a party; so I am taking |
advantage of all the opportunities Pi Kappa Phi offers me. There is brotherhood. |
long-lasting friendship and commitment to the cause of public service. Public |
Service is twofold, we all get together to help handicapped kids, but we also use |
our philanthropy to make the public aware of what, fraternity is all about.” |
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CAMPUS
COPIES

REAL LIVE COPIERS

913 W. GRACE ST

COPYING
BINDING
LAMINATING

BACK ALLEY PRESS

REAL LIVE OFFSETING PRINTING
(THE COMPLICATED STUFF)

353-2113

Oh Yeah, Our Prices are Pretty Good, Too..

FREE RENT> FREE HEAT
SHUTTLE TO & FROM CAMPUS
POOL»HOT TUB> PARTY
ATMOSPHERE » PLENTY OF
PARKING » CABLE TV»> CLOSE
TO SCHOOL & DOWNTOWN!

WHAT MORE
DO YA NEED?

iy b’).l-b‘5o9
E:

A Lecture by Pauline Maroni
of VCU Counseling Services

Thursday, September 17, 1992
7:00 PM
Jewish Community Center
5403 Monument Avenue

-Open to the Public

Sponsored by Richmond NOW

|
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VCU's Pet Depdrtmem Store f

\
Pin & Feather Pec Center. Tnc. offers a wide selection of N

domestic wildlife from canaries to iguanas with plenty of supplies for any pet.
Convenient to campus and open 7 days a week, Fin & Feather is located at

5208 Lakeside Ave (extension of the Blvd.). Bring this ad an receive 20% off
your purchase (not valid on sale items, dog or cat food and litter or with other

coupons). Phone 262-6681.




Monday, September 14, 1992

Commonwealth Times

They Stole My Lunch

few things have been written on
this page about the VCU police.

Let’s face it, if there ever was an
emergency and someone needed
to call the police, they would use the
ERTS phones. In an emergency, they
would be more than happy to use any
phone in the city.

Wearen’ttryingtosingle out the VCU
police department. Everyone knows the
police don’t sit around eating donuts.
Half the students at VCU couldn’t pass
the physical tests and examinations nec-
essary to be on the force.

Last year, the VCU police answered
thousands of calls of all types. Our bet is
that almost all the calls were answered
successfully.

Many calls involved larcenies. And
regardless of the value or the victim,
each one is a case to be investigated.

You can imagine all of the cases in-
volving cash, electronics and personal
items. But could you imagine being the
officer sent to investigate a $2 theft?

We hope to give our readers an idea of
what the police do here. And this listing
involves only larcenies; no assaults, ha-
rassments or “D.I.P.s.”

*Computers disappear on a regular
basis. The cheap ones are hundreds of
dollars; some are valued at $5,000.

*Radios, car stereos, CD players,
equalizers, etc. are often listed (values

range between $20 and $800) on police
reports.

*Wallets and purses (especially cash),
books, cameras and jewelry are all prime
targets.

But the police also deal with “alterna-
tive crime objects.” Some items stolen
last year:

¢ Traffic control arms (Those toll gate
things) from the academic deck.

¢ Apackofcigarettes(That’sall, noth-
ing else). 5

¢ A floor buffer (Maybe your room-
mate took it, you know, the neat freak).

* Asnake (But it was valued at $187).

¢ Diapers(Musthavebeenexamtime).

¢ Stethoscopes and blood pressure
kits (For the freshman who wanted to
play doctor).

* A suction unit (Don’t ask).

¢ Astuffed elephant(Maybethe snake
ate it).

* Four cases of beer from the West
Gym (Purchased when the grocery store
ran out of Gatorade).

* And finally, a “pornographic doll”
was stolen from the Commons (Talk
about a cheap date!).

The CT isn't making fun of these
crimes. We just hope everyone is more
careful with their belongings, whatever
they may be.

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of the COMMONWEALTH times editorial board.

Successful and fortunate crime is
called virtue.

—Lucius Annaeus Seneca

Christian Boyles

John Medeiros

past editor of the Common-

wealth Times found something

wrong, seriously wrong, with
VCU.

It was add/drop at the Mosque.

After spending several hours wait-
ing for the chance tofind out his classes
wereclosed, Rick Withersscurried back
to the CT offices and cranked out an
editorial.

He blasted VCU, SGA, STAR, tele-
phone registration and even comput-
ers. He denounced the process as a
horrible first impression for new stu-
dents. He said he felt the lines were
becoming “VCU tradition.”

And these were some major-league
lines, folks. We're talking stretched
around the Mosque. First thing in the
morning. People seated, people stand-
ing. Students in lawn chairs. Students
camped out as if waiting for tickets to a
concert.

The overall experience, Withers
wrote, “was exactly as expected: a trav-
esty.”

Some of the facts Withers listed in
the Aug. 28,1990, CT:

1. A complete absence of available
bulletins.

2. An average time of three to five
hours from arrival to departure.

It seems Withers had experienced
something horrible. However, it does
not have to be like that anymore.

Other schools have lines for regis-
tration and add/drop. Some schools are
just brutal. How would you like to go to
one building with your override forms
andanotherbuildingtogivethe “Wheel
of Add/Drop” a spin? What if you had to
fill out a separate form for each class
you wanted to add or drop?

It isn’t like that at VCU. And those
menacing lines are dwindling slowly.

Reach Out and Add/Drop

Phone registration might not have
worked well in the past, but it is the
best invention on campus since the
cheatsheet. Youcan callin, eitherlocal
or long-distance, and set your sched-
ule. There is no need to bring a tent on
campus, nor any reason to be lugging
lawn furniture from Johnson Hall.

“Welcome to the VCU Touch-tone
Information System, please enter a
service code ... ”

The computer-generated voice is
soothing; it puts you at ease. You begin
tothink ofhow you will spend your first
days on campus now that you won’t be
at the Mosque.

... evening, section 001 ... is
closed!!”

The voice seems to be lashing out at
you. “You fool, hope you enjoy waiting
in line,” is what the computer is prob-
ably thinking. The last words -- "is
closed” -- have an almost nasty tone
behind them.

Of course, that is your perception
because you didn’t get into your class.

“...has been added to your schedule

The voice sounds so happy for you.
You know in your heart that there is a
computer on Franklin Street thinking
about you.

Really, the system is great. It is
exceptional. Fewer people wait in
shorterlinesforlesseramountsoftime.
The majority of people at the Mosque
are there with overrides. Perhaps one
day there will be touch-tone overrides.

For now, sign me up for phone reg-
istration.

There wasn't any camping on my
agenda this semester. Instead, I spent
my first week cutting classes and sleep-
ing late.

Pratical Solutions are Needed for VCU's Parking

ith financial and administra
tive concerns hampering the
growth of university parking

operations, the fate of commuting stu-
dents might be placed in the hands of
alternative transportation.

The recent Parking Task Force report
relies heavily on making this a reality.

With aname that rings of remedy, the
task force had no immediate solution to
the growing parking problem. Suggest-
ing GRTC buses as a method for inter-
campus transit, the task force elevates
this campaign to the usage of "park and
ride" services.

Suburbanite opposition to this plan
can be expected.

Students tentatively are slated to uti-
lize suburban "park and ride" lots. This
wouldincrease trafficin suburban neigh-
borhoods. The purpose of suburban liv-
ing is to get away from the noise and
bustle of the city, not to have the city
come to you.

Several area communities have ex-
pressed the desire to have student park-
ing in their neighborhoods eliminated.
The university has agreed to cooperate
with area residents and Richmond po-
lice in this endeavor.

Some neighborhoods, taking matters
into their own hands, have instituted
parking passes to distinguish student
vehicles from those of residents.

If area residents don’t want VCU stu-
dents infringing on their streets, the
task force might be foolish in thinking
suburbia will embrace the lot. Coordi-
nating an effort to provide such a service
would not alleviate university parking
woes, but only create new obstacles.

With the acquisition ofland bordering
the campus, VCU could utilize someland
parcels to relieve strain on the parking
deck.

The task force states the budget can-
not support a new parking deck, but the
MCV deck is being renovated and a new
MCYV deck is being built.

VCU is negotiating to purchase the
Universal Ford location on Broad Street,
only a short walk from campus. Instead
ofbuildingoveraparkinglot and putting
off the construction of a new parking
deck, why not use the facilities that once
served as a car dealership? The office
space and body shop can be demolished
to serve the university’s desired pur-
pose, while using the lot for student
parking.

This proposal, with the land parcel
serving a dual purpose, would provide
temporary reliefuntil a more permanent
project can be devised.

Although the task force acknowl-
edged that the need for new facilities is
great, most ofits recommendations were
long-term. Projecting the needs for the
next 10 years, the Parking Task Force

Problem

concentrated on what can be done in
coming years and virtually ignored sug-
gesting immediate solutions.

While the university focuses on fu-
ture goals (prospects of a satellite cam-
pus and an engineering school), it needs
to devote more effort to current prob-
lems. VCU should not base its actions on
the non-committal task force report.
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I you dorit like the
idea of safe sex, may we
suggest an alternative?

Safe sex means using condoms of them are totally unaware of it. Even you.
or having sex with only one safe So even the most well inten- We're not saying you should
partner. tioned partner could pass it on  have sex or you shouldn't.
Of course, if you find that to you. That's your decision.
too confining, there is one other Consider also that AIDS is a All we're saying is, if you do

»

. choose to have
sex, be smart
about it.
Practice
monogamy.
Or use con-
doms.

The only
other alternative
is to risk AIDS.

And that's
one alternative

you can defi-

option. disease that knows no social sta-  nitely live without.
Having no sex at all. tus. For more information, refer-
Does that sound harsh? It has absolutely no‘regard to  rals, or even if you just want to
Then consider this: race, age, sex, national origin, talk, please call us at 358-AIDS.
Of the estimated one million religion or sexual preference. We're the
Americans currently carrying Anyone, anyone at all, can be HAI" Richmond AIDS

the AIDS virus, a full two-thirds an AIDS victim. Information Network.

© 1991 RAIN. Photo: Karl Steinbrenner. ‘Photo Print: Amazon Black & White. Engraving: Graphics 3
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Events planner stresses autonomy

by Elaine Bleach
staff writer

The narrow hallway that snakes behind
meeting rooms and offices on the second
level of the Student Commons was covered
with masking tape and craft paper, an
indication of the ongoing transformation
in that facility.

This hallway finally led to the room
where new staff member Felicia Keelan,
recently hired as an events coordinator,
currently is pitching her tent.

Keelan came to Richmond by way of

Chicago, her hometown. She did under-
graduate work at Bradley University in
Peoria, I11., and earned a degree in public
relations in 1990.

“My philosophy of program-
mingistobe an adviser... Ljust
try to point out problems and
avoid duplications.”
--Felicia Keelan

She received amaster’sin highereduca-
tion administration (partofwhichincluded
a graduate assistantship in Student Ac-
tivities), from the University of Connecti-
cut in May of this year.

Participating in and serving in leader-
ship positions were important parts of her
experience at both universities.

Among other pursuits, she was part of
Bradley’s Visual Arts committee and later
became president of the school’s activities
programming board.

Keelan wasalsomanagerofthe Student
Center at Bradley as well as founder of the
Bradley Minority Coalition.

This organization was formed in re-
sponse to a student’s attempts to organize
a white supremacist group on campus.
Though the administration at Bradley did
not formally recognize this group, the Mi-
nority Coalition remained intact, later

evolving as a multicultural awareness or-
ganization.

“It was set up to help build better under-
standing (among all students),” Keelan
said.

“I learned a lot about myself and other
people (from being involved in student
activities),” the events coordinator said.

staff photo by Shelby D. Barrette

New staff member Felicia Keelan's smile shows it all. Keelan was recently hired as an
events coordinator.

Keelan quickly discovered that she had
atendency to assume a “dictatorial”role in
her leadership, but recognized that this
was an unproductive leadership style.

“I found I could be lenient while at the
same time not have people walk over me,”
she said.

Keelan is optimistic that the Commons

construction will give students bigger and
cleaner places tohold activities. She specu-
lated that dances and forums now held in
the Cary or Franklin gyms will be held in
the new extension.

“These ballrooms are bigger and, I've
been told, will have a better setup, like the
lighting. It's better and students can do
more.”

As far as what new activities or other
changes in programming the Commons
extension will bring, it’s not up to Keelan to
create them.

“My philosophy of programming is to be
an adviser. What they [students] want to
do is up to them. I just try to point out
problems and avoid duplications.”

Having two functions meeting the same
student need is the kind of duplication she
tries to avoid, she said.

As an example of a possible problem,
she said, “I don’t tell students what to do
and I wouldn’t say that the speaker they
want is controversial.”

Instead, Keelan said, she might point
out that students should be prepared for
strong reactions to a program.

The process of planning should begin
with an organization’s primary adviser,
she said. After the event is planned and
space has been reserved, Keelan said, she
helps with the logistics of the event. She
said she also lets her advisees know what
restrictions might apply, but only if an
event involves more than 100 people.

She said she likes Richmond, having
been here about six weeks. In comparison
to Chicago, however, she said, the city does
have some shortcomings.

“There isn’t as much diversity here;
that’s kind of weird coming from a place
where you see so many different kinds of
people everyday,” Keelan said.

Much of her time so far in her new home
has been spent unpacking and shopping
for furniture. In her leisure time, Keelan
said, she enjoys seeing movies and learn-
ing a new skill: sewing. N

Valentine Museum explores
race relations in America

The Valentine Museum will showcase
“Color Adjustment,” directed by Marlon
Riggs (who also directed the famed
“Tongues Untied”). The film traces more
than 40 yearsofracerelationsin America
through prime-time television. Using
programs such as “Amos ‘n Andy,” “Good
Times” and “The Cosby Show,” the film
examines how each simultaneously
emerged and commented on popular atti-
tudes and the political climate of the day.
Afterthescreeningofthe film, Dr. Norrece
Jones, a VCU associate professor of his-
tory, will hold a discussion of the work.
“Color Adjustment” will be shown at 7:30
p.m., Sept. 16. For more information, call
649-0711.

Anderson Gallery bosts
AIDS Awareness Art
Competition

The Anderson Gallery, in conjunction

e Spectrum Briefse

with the AIDS Business Council and the
American Lung Association, Richmond
Region, will present the second annual
AIDS Awareness Art Competition. Two
awards, of $1,000 and $500 savings bonds
will be presented to a VCU student. The
award willbe based on the student’s ability
to visualize issues related to AIDS, AIDS
awareness and AIDS education. For more
information, contact Steven High or Kathy
Emerson at the Anderson Gallery at 367-
1522.

Hip-Hop culture finds a
voice on the printed press

Vibe, the first magazine to cover Hip-
Hop cultures: the music, the message, the
mood, the moment. Founded jointly by
Quincy Jones Entertainment and Time
Publishing Ventures, it will be launched
Sept. 14 at area newsstands. The creators
of Vibe intend to analyze, celebrate, review
and reporton Hip-Hop and its contribution
to a new wave of artists, both black and
white.

s treach naug

Vibe will appear on newsstands Sept. 14. *

oo
photo courtesy of Vibe magazine
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Ugly Kid Joe
“America’s Least Wanted”
Star Dog Records

After the dark humor of “Everything
About You,” the newest Ugly Kid Joe CD
is a shock.

“America’s Least Wanted” does harbor
a féw fugitives of old, such as “Neighbor”
(“You're gonna live in misery when you're
living next to me”). But, many songs are
more artistic and less sarcastic.

“Same Side” and “Madman” are decid-
edly funk, with bassist Cordell Crockett
slapping through and carrying the songs.

The melodic “Busy Bee” is surprisingly
sensitive. “Justlet us find what’s been lost/
So many people get torn and tossed away.”

Lead vocalist Whitfield Crane has ma-
tured with the music, especially on “Busy
Bee” and “So Damn Cool.” On these he
replaces his trendy pop/rock vocals with a
haunting, alternative sound.

The biggest shock of all comes with the
coverof Chapin’s “Catsin the Cradle.” It is
uncharacteristically beautiful and proof

Ugly Kid Joe: the band you'll love to hate.

Record

positive that America’s Least Wanted are
taking a step in a new direction.
— Diane Giles

Various Artists
“Unsigned Sounds
Compilation CD”
Various Studios

This bizarre assortment of unsigned
artists —ranging from gospel to industrial
noise —is super as a guide to the local band
scene.

“Clean Water,” from Emmet Swimming,
is musically clean and lyrically strange.
(“They say a baby born without clothes
should be clothed/He’s showing his pri-
vates to us now”).

With Todd Watts’ vocals (reminiscent of
Danzig) and an “infectious live show,” this
is a band to watch for.

Islander, a self-described “rock, pop,
funk, reggae, opera, jazz, metal, Congo
Basin tribal band from Virginia,” contrib-

AIDS AWARENESS

The Anderson Gallery. in conjunction with the AIDS
Business Council. and the American Lung Association.
Richmond Region. are pleased fo present the second
annual AIDS Awareness Art Competition. Two awards,
of $1,000 and $500 Savings Bonds will be presented to
a Virginia Commonweaith University student. The
award will be based on the student's ability to visualize
issues related to AIDS, AIDS Awareness, and AIDS
Education.

i LOCATION:  Anderson Gallery, VCU

ARTIST NAME:

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12

| 5PM - 7PM

e e e e e ———————————

: ENTRY FORM: Please attach to back or base of artwork/proposal

A VISUAL INTERPRETATION
OCTOBER 9 -12, 1992

Sponsored by the American
Lung Association of Virginia,
Richmond Region, the AIDS
Business Council, and the
Anderson Gallery / VCU

CALL FOR ENTRIES: SCHEDULE :
THEME: To visualize issues related to THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8
AIDS, AIDS Awareness, and
AIDS Education 9AM-12PM  Entry and delivery of artwork |
to Anderson Gallery
AWARDS $1.000 US. Savings Bond
$ 500 U.S. Savings Bond 1PM - 4PM Juroring of artwork
MEDIA: All media accepted, OCTOBER 9 - OCTOBER 12
limited to 3 entries per artist
EXHIBITION AT ANDERSON GALLERY
ELGIBILTY:  Open fo all VCU students

Reception, Award presenta-
tion and pick-up of artwork

TITLE:

MEDIUM:

DIMENSIONS:

Work must be completely dry and ready to hang
For Further Information call the Anderson Gallery at 367-1522

e B e e o I

Reviews
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e |

Richmond's Schwa redefines the traditional garage sound.

utes “Wire.” This mix of styles makes for a
funky party song.

The star of this release is Teo Graco,
bassist, who performs on two tracks. In
Fusion Hacker’s “Funkman’s Daughter,”
his talent carries the jazz/fusion piece.
And with Nick Nichols’ vocals on “De-
mons” from Shatterday, a haunting rock
track results.

This is just a sample of the up-and-
coming talent from the Northern Virginia
area. Catch them if you can.

— Diane Giles

Schwa
“Footleg Room”
Self-released

Everybody’s had one and maybe you are
one. You know, that awkward and forever
angst-ridden friend who will have you
laughing and crying at the same time.

The type of person who internalizes all
the worlds problems, then spews them

back at you in that awkward manner he/
she has. But, despite it all, you stuck with
this friend (or maybe you didn’t !!).

Well, that friend of yours (or perhaps
you), personifies the sound of Schwa.

The group is more than that upside
down ‘e’ your third grade teacher told you
about.

On their debut, “Footleg Room,” this
Richmond trio (formerly of the culturally
devoid Virginia Beach area)simultaneously
combines uncomfortable tricky rhythms
with questioning lyrics and questioning
rhythms with uncomfortable tricky lyrics.

Take for example the self-effacing “14
contents.” “How many times can I say
nothing/ how many times will you listen to
nothing/ how many different ways can I
say the same thing ... Why do you listen/ |
don’t know anything ... “

With memorable hooks on tracks like
“Rock,” “Our God” and “My Mind,” Schwa
hasreinvented the traditional garageband
sound.

— Nancy Jones

IT'S EASY!

(. . N
Is here!

Send us your ads!
IT'S FUN!
\Make that personal connection today! )

r-------------------------

i Mail to:

i MegaNews -
1 101 Townsend Street I
| MS San Francisco, CA 94107.
1 or call 1-800-934-7652

1 ﬁ (or bring it by the paper!)

oy
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the category

1 you want and circle it.

I 1. Women seeking men.
12, Men seeking women.

§ 3. Women seeking women.
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5. Roommates, carpooling.
6. Study partners, tutors.
7. Jobs full & part-time.
8. Misc. bulletin board.
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Monday 14

Art: Kristine Robinson’s sculpture,
painting and video opens in the student
artspace(official openingnight Thurs. ).

Richmond Festival Chorus is hold-
ing auditions at 6:15 p.m. For more
information, call Martin Curtis at 257-
5666.

Go to the bookstore and buy a copy of
Vibe, the first magazine to cover Hip-
Hop culture cover to cover (see Spec-
trum Briefs).

Floodzone: Tori Amos.

Metro: Techno Dance Night.

Twisters: Dishwasher, Mulch and

Zero for Conduct (shows are free and
tell Dean Happy Birthday!).

Tuesday 1

Sports: Field hockey team will play
at William and Mary, 7 p.m.

(Calendar,

Floodzone: Beluga Wail.
Metro: Dance Night.

Twisters: Exit 37.

Wednesday 16

Check out the student organization fair
in the Commons Plaza (starts at 11 a.m.)

Valentine Museum: Tune into “Color
Adjustment” at 7:30 p.m. (see Spectrum
Briefs).

Sexual Minority Student Alliance meet-
ing 10-11 p.m. at the Business Building
Auditorium. They will discuss elections for
current semester.

Floodzone: Dave Mathews Band.

Twisters: Hgual, Stink Hogan and
Shadow Vine.

Thursday 17

Goto the Commons Theater and attend

the lecture “Rap Music: Rhetoric or Real-
ity?” The program starts at 8 p.m.

Common Ground DJ dance at 9 p.m.
Admission is free with a VCU ID.

Pauline Maroni of the VCU Counseling
Services will be speaking about acquain-
tance rape at the Jewish Community Cen-
ter (5403 Monument Ave.). Program starts
at 7 p.m.

Floodzone: Indecision.

Twisters: Dance Night.

Friday 18

Shafer Court concert at 5 p.m.

Hungry? Have you been living off of
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches? Do
you need free food? Attend the Richmond
Centre and get a taste of the International
Food Festival (festival runs Sept.18-20).

Metro: Beex Whitey and Used Carlotta.

Twisters: Zero for Conduct (they head-

line this time), Demt and Superball 63.

Saturday 1

Sports: Cross country team Ram in-
vitational.

Field Hockey team scheduled at
Davidson, 1 p.m.

Richmond Symphony performs at
the Mosque, 8 p.m.

Metro: Dance Night, 10 p.m. til 4
a.m.

Twisters: Soul Craft.

Sunday 20

Sports: Field Hockey team at Duke,
1 p.m.

Metro: Afterlife, Arkanun and Per-
manence

A beer,
a band,
and a bitch ...

All the elements of a good party were present Friday as Corrosion of Conformity played to a
packed Shafer Court. COC kicked off the APB's fall 1992 concert series with a vengeance.

Even the dogs moshed.

staff photo by Shelby D. Barrette

Register
to Vot

J

N

Thursday,
Sept. 24,
10a.m.to 4 p.m.
Shafer Ct.

Saturday,
Sept. 26,
noon to 5 p.m.
Shafer Ct.

Wednesday,
Sept. 30,
10a.m.to 4 p.m.
Commons Plaza.

Sponsored by
The League of Voter
Empowerment

For more information call 359-3910

CT Clue No. 6:

Where time and space
converge.

Enter the Addressing Architecture contest
and compete for two $100 prizes. Find all
thepicturesinthe 1992’93 VCU Resource
Guide. Rules and entry forms are available
at many campus locations including these:
Student Affairs offices, 901 Floyd Ave.
Larrick Student Center, MCV Campus
University Student Commons

Addressing
Architecture

Get a new clue in the CT
every issue!
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WHAT THE HELL IS THAT?

contest

Maybe you've seen this? Maybe you haven't? Either
way, you must have some amusing explanation for its
presence in front of the Business Building. Well, the
Commonwealth Times would like to hear what you
think. Fill out the entry below and drop it off at our
offices. The best and most creative responses will be
printed in an upcoming edition and will be the talk of
the campus.

Be credtive.
Be stupid.

But above all, be_you.

-—————————————————————————1

WHAT THE HELL IS THAT? __

CLASS LEVEL:

| I
I I
I |
1 §
1 i
| I
I I
i |
: YOUR BEST GUESS: :
I i
I i
I 1
I I
i I
1 |
1 I
1 1

l_Submit entry to The Commonwealth Times office, Rm. 1149 General Purpose Academic BuildingI

Do you want a jo

b

b after graduation?

L3

But employers are tellig you this.

Last year several members of the CommonwealthTimes staff wrote for the Richmond Times-Dispatch, Richmond Suburban Papers, the Wash-
ington Post, the New York Times and other national daily newspapers. Our editors and designers receive internships and jobs far sooner than
other students as well as geiting opportunities in other mediums such as television and radio, In fact, most of our senior staff work part-time
with other publications and agencies. The Commonwealth Times is a perfect place to learn about writing, photojournalism, newspaper design
and makeup and advertising sales and design. Also the CT helps students acquire resources and business connections that are so vital after
graduation. The CT is one of the few student organizations that offers your future so much for so little.

We are looking for enthusiastic, self-motivated underclassmen interested in writing, photography, design or advertising. Entry-level positions
are available in all of our sections, especially in news, spectrum, editorial and sports sections.

Stop by our offices at 901 W. Main St. (room 1149) and talk to one of our editors about opportunities at VCU's only student-produced semi-

weekly newspaper.
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Body count halted;
Rams hockey = 2-0

by Keith E. Lennon and
John Medeiros
staff writers

After an injury-riddled preseason
and an intensely physical opener at
Wake Forest, the VCU Rams finally
made it through a game without any
serious wounds.

And they won as well, crushing
Towson State University, 5-0.

“Over the last 20 minutes, we were
hoping to just escape the game without
anymore injuries,” Rams coach Pat
Stauffer said.

VCU’s only worries were about inju-
ries because an offensive explosion in
the first half put the game out of reach.

Alycia Yoder scored twice against
the Tigers (0-2). Her first goal gave the
Rams the lead six minutes into the
match. Susan Hoff cut up the middle
and fired a shot toward the goal. Yoder
redirected the blast past goalie Kelly
Mehl for her second marker of the year.

“Alycia is persistent and aggressive
out there,” Stauffer said. “(Her play) is
due to the experience she got last year
-- her spring season built her confi-
dence.”

Cindy “The Rocket” Bano was the
next Ram to ring the bell. She was set
up by some sharp passing between
Jennifer Friend, Amy Bonzano and
Hoff. Bano was able to pick up a pass
from Hoffand dribble in on the Towson
State cage. She beat Mehl low to the
short side for her first goal of the sea-
son.

Bano filled a different role for the
third VCU goal. She was the playmaker
instead of the finisher as she took con-
trol of the ball in the offensive right
corner. She beat two Tiger defenders
and sent a centering pass to Yoder.
Yoder’s shot was stopped, but Heather
Eckenrode pounced upon the rebound
and tallied the 14th goal of her career.

Bonzano’s conversion of a penalty
stroke closed out the first half scoring
assault. The goal was her second suc-

cessful attempt of the season.

Yoder scored the only goal of the
second half, which gave the Rams their
five-goal cushion. But more impressive
than the goal was some of the passing
between the twin Yoders, Kelly and
Alycia. Kelly completed three 25-yard
passes to Alycia in the second half, the
first of which resulted in Alycia’s second
goal of the game.

“It’s twin telepathy out there,”
Stauffersaid. “They areboth very happy
to have the same address.”

On the defensive front, VCU has yet
to be truly tested. Neither Wake Forest
nor Towson State has been able to apply
a sustained attack. Goalie Mary Ellen
Hostetler, with four saves on the year,
has recorded consecutive shutouts and
extended her scoreless streak to 156
minutes.

“(Hostetler’s)confidenceisreally com-
ing around. A lot of preseason changes
were made. I wish she had more action
today,she’sreally confident,” Lori Miller,
VCU goaltenders coach, said.

The defense has been the biggest
change the Rams have adopted. The
new-look passing-lane denial defense
has prevented their opponents from
posing any threat to the VCU cage. The
Rams have been able to control the
tempo of each of their first two games by
keeping play in the opponents’ half of
the field.

Exam day is Tuesday. VCU should
be challenged when William and Mary
comes to Cary Street Field tomorrow
night at 7 p.m. It is the Rams' first
conference game of the year and their
first chance for revenge. Last season,
the Tribe handed VCU its first loss of
the year, in Williamsburg, and its last,
at the conference tournament.

“They should test us defensively,”
Stauffer said. “We took it on the chin
both times by 1-0 scores. We're where
we want to be, 2-0 and playing William
and Mary at home. We've got to wel-
come them to our house.”

1992 VCU Volleyball team — Front row (L to R) Sheryl Ki

staff photo by Shelby D. Barrette
, Suzanne D 1, Linda Young,

Julie Blair, Shannon McMeekin. Second row; Laurawade Abernathy, Jennifer Smith, Emely Bigge,
Jennifer Krohn, Peyton Fleischer, Nancy Hauver. Back row; Asst. Coach Cheryl Carlson, Head

Coach Lynn Fielitz.

Rams capture own
volleyball tourney

by Jason T. Bonardi
associate sports editor

A few weeks ago I wrote an article

previewing the VCU sports teams.

To be honest, I didn’t give the volleyball

team much of a chance.
Open mouth — insert foot.

Saturday afternoon the Rams, 7-1, de-
feated three teams in winning the first of

two tournaments that will be
held at VCU this fall

On Friday, the first day of
action, the Ramsdestroyed the
Camels of Campbell Univer-
sity 15-5,15-8, 16-14.

“We've been working since
Jan. 16 in the weight room
and on the track,” said Head
Coach Lynn Fielitz. “They’re
also a year older.”

After the game, Emely
Bigge, whose aggressiveness |
questionedinthearticle, asked
me:

“Was that aggressive
enough for you?”

Yes Emely, it was.

Suzanne Dawson

Dawson has completely taken over the

setting duties for the Rams and is well
suited for Fielitz's offense.

“She puts the ball right where we need

it,” Bigge said.

Dawson was the two-time Florida

Player-of-the-Year for 3A-4A schools and
won two state championships at Spanish
River High School.

Georgia Tech transfer
strong off the bench

JenniferSmith, whostarted
asafreshmanlastyearat Geor-
giaTech,isvyingforthe Rams’
sixth man award.

Fielitz brings Smith in to
serve and play defense, while
subbing in Sheryl Kemmerer
to play the frontline.

Smith, a Redondo Beach,
Calif., native was a First Team
All-League selection for two
years at Mira Costa High
School. Herteam was the state
5A runner-up her last two
years.

The other athlete I questioned, Shan-
non McMeekin, proceeded to gain all-tour-
nament honors.

“Last year Shannon and I were starting
freshmen and now we're a year older,”
Bigge said.

Fielitz said that when the game gets

Back from injuries, Kemmerer and
Fleischer are ready

Ahand injury to Kemmerer and a sepa-
rated shoulder for Fleischer were two of
the many downs in the Rams' 1991 season.

Both are among the team leaders in
kills and show no signs of slowing down.
close, he knows the team will be alright. Partof Fielitz's national recruiting cam-

“You look in their eyes and you know  paign, Kemmerer hails from Hagerstown
they're OK,” he said. Md., while Fleischer comes from

On the second day of the tournament  Richardson, Texas.
the Rams defeated Davidson 3-2 and Navy
3-0. Rams on the Road

Bigge and McMeekin received all-tour- The Rams, who only have five home
nament honors and Linda Young was se- dates left in the year, travel to James
lected as tournament MVP. Madison tomorrow night.

The Rams will return to the Franklin
Street Gym Sept. 25, to host East Carolina.

staff photo by Shelby D. Barrette

Freshman setter is impressive

Suzanne Dawson, a native of Boca
Raton, Fla., is adjusting well to Division I
volleyball. :

Sophomore Alycia Yoder looks to take the ball from a Towson State defender. Yoder scored
two goals in the game, bringing her season total to three. She can be expected to make an
assault on the season scoring record.
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« Rams weekly schedule -

[

Field Hockey_ (2-0)

Tues., Sept. 15, William and Mary,
7 p.m. at Cary Street Field.

Sat., Sept. 19, at Davidson, 1 p.m.
Sun., Sept. 20, at Duke, 1 p.m.

Results:
Sept. 11; VCU 3,
Wake Forest 0.
Sept. 13; VCU 5,
Towson State 0. _

The Rams start their conference slate against
William and Mary. The Tribe has claimed the
last two contests. VCU then “vacations” in
North Carolina, where they’ll face Davidson
and Duke. Duke is the first of a multitude of
Top 20 opponents for the Rams.

'More Suds
ThanEver.

The Lost Sock is the only place to do laundry that offers suds

Volleyball (7-1)

Tues., Sept. 15, atJames Madison,
7 p.m.

Sat., Sept. 19, at Campbell, UNC
Wilmington, 11 a.m.

Results:
Sept. 11; VCU d. Campbell,
3-0.
Sept. 12; VCU d. Davidson,
3-2.
Sept. 12; VCU d. Navy, 3-0.

The “VCU Classic” all-tournament team in-
cluded Emely Bigge and Shannon Mc Meekin.
Linda Young was named tourney MVP. The
Rams take to the road to face JMU, UNCW
and, again, the Campbell Fighting Camels.

Soccer (0-3)

Wed., Sept. 16, East Carolina,
7 p.m. at Cary Street Field.
Sat., Sept. 19, at Virginia Tech,
1 p.m.

Results:
Sept. 12; Howard 3, VCU 2.

Last year, the soccer team started slowly but
finished with a flourish. This year also has
started off slowly, but will improve much
sooner than last year. Virgina Tech was one of
VCU'’s victims last season. Last week’s game
at Howard gave coach Lincoln Phillips achance
to visit the school he coached for 10 years.

in a box, bottle or pitcher. New Dart Lanes. Call for hours.

The Lost Sock Laundry And Deli

1319 W, Main Streft Open Daily. 358-0646

What you've
been looking for
is on its way.

WATCH

these pages for

ENGAGEMENT SALO
"On the Avenues" 121-B Libbie Ave.

(804) 282-6206

A CUT ABOVE THE REST.

Remnant Sale

3115 W. Cary Street

Monday - Friday 10-5
Saturday 10-4

With this ad receive 10% discount
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The Richmond Redskins? The VCU Bullets?

by Brian French
staff writer

collection of random thoughts,
ramblings and opinions on the
world of sports:

* Richmond’sown Mayor Walter Kenney
has decided that, well, as long as those
misguided folks in Alexandria don’t wish
tohouse the Super Bowl cham-
pionsin theircity, why nottry
to entice the Washington
Redskins to move into the
“City of Monuments™

Never mind that he has no financial
plan to pay for a 75,000-seat stadium, or
that he probably hasn’t uttered a word of
this plan to anyone else. Just the idea that
he would even go public with this day-
dream of his is one of the biggest sports
stories for Richmond in quite some time.

The funny thing is, in the Sept. 11
edition of the Richmond Times-Dispatch,
Kenney said he thought the Richmond
Redskins could become a reality. Hmmm.
Problem is, what will happen with the
Richmond Ravens? We just can't alienate
all 200 of their fans so quickly now, can we?

* Of course, one good thing about the
Redskins moving into our little hamlet is
that VCU will have one less excuse not to
field a football team. The biggest initial
expense in starting up a football program
is the stadium. Well, the rent might be a
touch steep, but I sincerely doubt too many
people would mind having our football
team play in Jack Kent Cooke Stadium.

If anyone thinks the stadium would be
too small for a VCU-Richmond game, they
should transfer to Michigan or Penn State,

Charity Stripe

or another Midwest school that draws
100,000 people to watch their school take
on the University of Cheese, or whatever.

* One final note about a possible foot-
ball program at VCU. If we are truly seri-
ous abouthavinga football team, we should
definitely change our nickname. Anyone
who even has a remote interest in football
would understand the potential downside
of having a football team with
the nickname “Rams.”

* While on the subject of
changing nicknames, as oth-
erswithinthis publication have
suggested we do, I have a simple question
to pose. If we change our name, what do we
change it to?

If we change it to a nickname that
supposedly matches up with the city in
which we habitate, we probably would
have some sort of Confederate nickname,
which would be inappropriate.

We could, of course, go with the next
thing Richmond is famous for. Again,
though, there’s that stigma thing. The last
thing our basketball team needs is the
nickname “Bullets.” Besides, it’s not as
though we have the only inappropriate
nicknameinsports. Forexample,how many
bullsare therein South Florida, or, forthat
matter, Chicago? How many 49ers are
there on the campus of UNC Charlotte?
Monarchs at Old Dominion? Point being,
our nickname is not all that bad.

After all, you can say “VCU Rams” in a
nice, fluid motion. Plus, it’s worlds more
intimidatingthan most nicknames for state
schools. The Hokies? The Spiders? Please.
The Patriots? Only if you're a Scud de-
stroyer. What would you rather run into

House of Kabobs

Hours:
Mon - Fri
11-2 & 5-1
Sat & Sun
6 - close

814 N. Robinson Ave.

Mediterranean Style Cuisine

With Current V.C.U. ID 15% Off

Beverage Specials
5-7 pm Mon-Fri

Personalized Styling
Easy to Care for Hair

Student Discounts

Efficient, Professional Service

head-on: A Hokie or a Ram? Enough said.

* This year’'sbasketball schedule for the
Rams includes home games with the fol-
lowing illustrious and legendary schools:
George Mason, Liberty, Siena, Murray
State, Long Beach State and our home
opener against almighty New Hamshire
Dec. 1.

Combinethese witharoad game against
the University of Buffalo (which has no
buffalo, by the way), a Metro Conference in
which almost all the major-league players
(Clarence Weatherspoon, Everick Sullivan
and Radenko Dobras) no longer play col-
lege ball and much-improved depth (nine
new players), and you can see why VCU
has a shot at getting 20 wins this year. In
fact, if we win the Carrier Classic (which
probably would mean having to beat Syra-
cuse on their home floor) on the first week-
end in December, and all the dominoes fall
into place (like not losing to Liberty), we
could (brace yourselves here) have a shot
at breaking into the AP Top 25.

Of course, it would be unfair to make
such predictions so soon in the year, and
anything can happen between now and
Dec. 1. However, if the city of Richmond is
serious about courting the Redskins, then
VCU attaining national acclaim, respect
and a berth in a post-season tournament
isn’t all that wild a dream.

* On amore serious note, I would like to
take this opportunity to voice my displea-
sure with the way the basketball schedule
is set up this year, in reference to home
games during the winter holidays.

Five games will take place when most
students arehome, and therefore unable to

attend. Granted, no major teams are going
to play during this period (Southern Mis-
sissippi would be the biggest game missed ),
butitstillis disappointing that almost half
this year’s home basketball schedule will
not be accessible to so many VCU fans.
This is not a swipe at our athletic direc-
tor, for I realize the problems that occur in
scheduling games. It’s just ashame that so

many games will not be available to hoard-

ing students.

* One of the reasons we have trouble in
scheduling is that we have to share the
Richmond Coliseum. We have to schedule
our games around the Richmond Ren-
egades, the circus, gun shows and other
events that take place in the Coliseum.

Old Dominion University experienced
even worse problems in scheduling, hav-
ing to put one-third of their home games in
a smaller building than the one they usu-
ally use, for the aforementioned reasons.
Subsequently, ODU is seriously looking
into building its own stadium.

Granted, Richmond Coliseum is a nice
arena, but wouldn’t it be nice to have a
stadium to call our own? IfODU builds its
arena, that would make VCU the only
major university in Virginia not to have
their own stadium.

I can say with absolute certainty that
Sonny Smith and his basketball team are
not too crazy about having a long road trip
in February because of the circus. This
might not be the time to ask the university
to drop a few million dollars or so into a
stadium, what with the slow economic
recovery and all, but it’s still something we
should be looking into down the road.

The Bidder’'s Juite,
917 Mest Grace Street :
Richmond, Birginia 23220

S.50 off of
Cappuccino

355-5707
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I:ef:ll Bar . N :; g ; AND
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2528 W. Main Street - Richmond
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301 W. Franklin St. 644-9871
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Field hockey team captures season's first, 3-0

by Leanne Anama
associate sports editor

In their 1992 season opener Friday af-
ternoon at Wake Forest, the Rams field
hockey team trounced the Demon Dea-
cons, 3-0.

Afterthe game, Coach Pat Stauffersaid,
“We started five sophomores, some who
are first-year players. Jen Friend and
Stacey Grim didn’t get a lot of playing time
last year.

"It was a typical first game. Wake For-
est played hard and I'm glad we could get
the top side of'it.” 3

VCU's Amy Bonzano scored the first
goal of the game on a penalty shot with
24:22 left in the first half.

Aggressive offense action continued
through the game for the Rams but with-
out three-year veteran defensive player
Mary Beth Hersch. She went down in the
first half with a broken nose after a colli-
sion with an opponent.

This forced a quick change in VCU’s
lineup.

"I think that out of all of the different
substitution alternatives we had, we
weren't prepared when Mary Beth got
hurt,” Stauffersaid. "We (the coaches) take
responsibility for it.”

Jen Friend stepped in to play at a for-
eign position and did an admirable job of
adapting.

"The kids made up the difference pretty

well," the coach said.

The Rams scored two more unanswered
goalsin the second half. Sophomore Alycia
Yoder scored on a corner shot seven min-
utesintothe halfwith an assist from Susan
Hoff. Sophomore Grim scored the third
goal, following up a rebound on a corner
shot with 18:55 left in the game.

Grim contributed to the offensive rush
by registering her first collegiate career
goal as well as three additional shots on
goal.

Stauffer said, “Stacey didn’t play much
last year. She worked really hard in our
spring and summer seasons. That hard
work was evident in the game today. She
has become a better player.”

Grim said making her first goal felt
great. “I'm looking forward to more (goals)
in the season with more playing time.”

She also said the secret to her game
performance was the fourbananasshe had
eaten earlier in the day.

Wake Forest had a few rushes to VCU’s
net but the Rams’ defense, led by goalie
Mary Ellen Hostetler’s three saves, stopped
any major drives.

Stauffer gave someofthe defense’s credit
toAssistant Coach Lori Miller, who worked
with the goalies.

Stauffer said she felt that conditioning
was key to the team’s success.

"Assistant Coach Dave Burton hasdone
a good job keeping our kids fit," she said.
"That was to our advantage today.”

1'O01.

b v o |

staff photo by Shelby D. Barrette
Goalkeeper Mary Ellen Hostetler has been able to enjoy most of the early-
season action from afar. She has faced only six shots while recording back-
to-back shutouts.
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5806 — EOF
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355-5806. — EOE

25250 Sell 50 funny college T-shirts and
make 252.50. No financial obligation. A
Risk Free program. Avg. sales time 4-6
hours. Choose from 12 designs. For more
info. callfree 1-800-733-3265. — EOE

Eam $200-500 weekly. mailing fravel bro:
chures . For information send a sfamped
self-addressedenvelopeto Galaxy Travel
inc.P.O.Box 13106 SilverSpring.Md. 20911
3106 — EOF
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86 BRONCO $ 50
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24HourHotline. 801-379- 2920 Copyright #
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R o ARt Ter o0 .‘Z;.wm:)ﬂf Do 1/3 utiiies. Near Fare Share, 2nd fioor DEPARTMENT. classroom education through association with other students
deck. Call Jim or John 359-4237. — EHO CALL 367-1058 within their field.
Student for part-fime warehouse &office  VCU student needs someone o watch 2 R STOP BY OUR They offer professional programs such as tours in and speak-
work 20-25 hours per week very flexible - my 5-year-old Tues & Thurs. evenings 5 misce | | aneous OR STO ers from the business world and provide community services
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359-4840 — EOE evening 264-4802 — EOE in and around the Richmond area. 5
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T did, I conyidered going o college in Florid,
Hey, but then Twouldn't have the opporfun H’y
b be snowed in, in of all places, the Physics
build l'ng. Just me, ome perpe'f'ual mofion
geeks andah electrostatic generator.
With only @ candy machine ?nd my
calling card for recreation.

Get your Calling Card now and you'll get your first call
free** You'll also become a member of AT&T Student

Saver Plus, a program of products and services that saves
It's the least expensive way to call state-to-state on students time and money.

AT&T, when you can’t dial direct. With the new AT&T ' o So as you can see, the AT&T Calling Card can do an
Call and Save Plan, you'll get special discounts on AT&T Calling Card incredible amount of things, for a 1 ounce piece of plastic. So much for
calls* And once you have your card, you'll never need to-apply for another.  the theory of relativity.

hether you're on-campus or off, even if you're
studying abroad, the AT&T Calling Card helps
you keep in touch.

To get an AT Calling Card, call 1800 654-0471 Ext. 852.
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