
Number 1 4  (Summer 1 994) 

Clovis E. Semmes . Cultural  Hegemony and A frican American 
Development. (Westport, Connecticut: Praeger, 1 992) .  

The purpose of th i s  book i s  to examine cultural aspects of  
hegemonic relations between White Americans and African Ameri
cans, a neglected topic which the author bel ieves should  provide the 
basis for African American Studies programs . · Although Semmes 
establ ishes culture as  the focus of his analysis ,  polit ical and eco
nomic forces are clearly important for understanding the 
position of B l ack  Americans i n  the changing social organization of 
the U .S .  Defined as  regul arly in subject ive states, culture is  theorized 
as i nteract ing with social  organ i zation,  as i nstitutional settings frame 
cultural express ions and  vice versa .  

Despite the rather  narrow defi n it ion of culture, the author 
analyzes a wide variety of cultural forms and elements rel ated to Black 
American experience.  These i nclude both rout ine  activit ies and 
artist ic work as wel l  as  the constrain ts on  cultural expression at 
d ifferent points in t ime, the availabi l ity of resources to support 
cultural creativity, the effects of positive forms and the reasons for 
maladaptive ones .  

Crit ical  to the author'S argument about the central i ty of 
culture i s  the n ot ion of cultural hegemony, the systemic  n egation of 
one culture by another,  which forms one end of a d ialectical process 
whose m a nifestation is dehumanizat ion .  Cultural hegemony is theo
rized to create the n eed for cultural reconstruction among B lacks, a 
l i fe-affirming, huma n izing response to cultural negatio n .  This  theo
ret ical  approach is offered with  reference only to i ts relation to the 
work of Black scholars and  those concerned with the African Ameri
can experience. However, th i s  work can be understood as an impor
tant contribution  to recen t  crit ical  analyses of m odern society and 
the subordi n at ion of m i n ority cultures by such authors as  John Ogbu, 
Zygmunt Bauman,  and  Joel Spring.  

The u n i queness of th is  book i s  that  i t  bui lds on  the cultural 
discussions of previous efforts which focussed on  the political and 
economic exploitation of  Afr ican Americans .  D rawin g  on  the work of 
E. Frank l in  Frazier  and H arold Cruse, i n  particular, the  author reveals 
the i m portance of culture by i l lu m i n at ing  how culture i nteracts with 
pol it ical  and  economic  orders to  create contradictions and di lemmas 
for B lacks i n  d i fferent  h istorical periods.  The theoretical framework 
i n forms substantive ana lyses of several key concepts and  topiCS: The 
impl ications of legi t i m acy for mental  health;  cultural production,  
economics and the media ;  the role of rel igi on;  health condit ions and 
their  effects on developmen t; and cultural  revital izat ion . 

Several f laws d i stract from the  contributions  of th is  work. 
Greater theoretical  c lar ity i s  n eeded i n  several discussions of culture 
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and its relations to power and economi cs .  Addit ionally, the l ack of 
any visual aids (graphics, photographs, i n serts), the type-face selected 
by the publisher, and the lack of breaks in the text m ake for tedious 
reading. Nevertheless, this book offers detailed, interest ing discus
sions of the theories and research of early B lack scholars as well as 
provocative analyses af  Afr ican American cultural and soc ia l  di lem
mas and potential solutions to development problems.  This  book is 
wel l worth reading for these contributions as wel l  as for i ts  i nspiration 
for analyses of other non-White groups'  experiences with the dynam
ics of assimi lation in  American cultural  h istory. 

Carol Ward 
Brigham Young University 

Suzanne M.  Sinke and Rudolph ] .  Vecoli, eds. A Century of 
European Migrations, 1 830- 1 930. (Urbana and Chicago: U niver
sity of I l l inois Press, 1 99 1 )  395 pp. 

This col lect ion of sixteen essays stems from the proceedings 
of a 1 986 symposium com memorating the twentieth anniversary of 
the I m m igration H i story Research Center at the Un iversity of Minne
sota. Based on work by American and European scholars, th i s  vol ume 
owes i ts strength to transnat ional  and com parative perspectives and 
to theoret ical approaches strongly i nspired by Frank  Thist lethwaite's 
i n fl uential  1 960 essay "Migration from Europe Overseas in the 

ineteenth and Twent ieth Century . "  Reprin ted in the present vol
ume, Thist lethwaite's paper advocated studying European m igra
tion-and return m igration-as a means of social mobi l i ty in the 
context of industr ia l ization and capita l i sm,  with i n  Europe and over
seas. And it suggested that researchers scrut in ize the particular 
economic, pol it ical ,  and cultural  environments of the sending re
gions which created the propensity-or lack thereof-to migrate. 

The book is organ ized into five sections which reflect-and 
test-Thistlethwaite's concerns.  Part one deals with the m acro
perspective on Atlantic m igrat ion .  Menard underl ines the continu ity 
between the processes of i m m igration, opportun it ies, eth n ic contact, 
ass imi lation, and the construction of a national  identity during the 
colon ial  era and those of the later industrial  era . Hoerder stresses the 
Atlantic labor market and the role of pressures and opportun it ies i n  
the sendi ng and receiving areas in producing seasonal ,  perm anent o r  
tem porary, regional ,  intra-European or trans -ocean ic  m igration . 
Decisions to migrate were i n formed, goal-directed and network-
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