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All-American Kendrick Warren returns for his junior year to 
lead the Rams in their second year in the Metro. 
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Tournament: Rams shock Louisville, lose in semis 
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(above) An article from the Rams' history-making win 
over Louisville in the first round of the Metro tourna­
ment. An article from the Lady Rams advancing to the 
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wins, and the CIA's file on Kendrick Warren. 
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Metro '92: in the fast lane on 
the road back to protninence 
by Brian French 
staff writer 

When the Metro Conference started its 
first year in its current configuration last 
season, many fans and school boosters were 
skeptical about the chances for the reborn 
league to suri vive, much less become a oa­

,tional power again. 
They had reason to be. The "next genera­

tion" of the Metro looked significantlydiffer­
ent from that of previous campaigns. Gone 
were FIOIida State (ACO ), South Ca roli na 
I SEC), Cincinnati and Memphis State (both 
to the Great Midwest, a first-year confer­
ence). To replace these teams, t he Metro 
origi na lly recruited UNC-Charlotte and 
South FIOIida of the Sun Belt. Eventually, 
they also invited Virginia Commonwealth 
to the new Metro when it appeared that 
Tulanewould abandon ship tojoin the South­
west Conference. But the Green Wave re­
mained with the Metro, and, a long with the 
continued membership of Virginia Tech , 
Southern Mississippi , and league standa rd­
bearer Loui svill e, th e current roste r of 
schools was completed. 

When Metro fans saw the sudden rise of 
F IOIida St. , Memphi s St. , and Cincinnati in 
the national polls, they were convinced that 
the Metro had taken a turn for the worse. 
They complained that thi s wasn't the re­
birth of the Metro as they knew it; rathe r it 
was the rebirth of the Sun Belt. 

Fast-forward to March 15. The Metro 
tournament had just concluded, and UNC­
Charlotte, one of the newcomers, had just 
won the tournament title, defeatingTula ne 
64-63. Prior to that day, only the Virgin ia 
Tech Hokies of 1978-79 had been able to 
come into the Metro and win the tourna­
ment in its first year. 

To add to the newfound excitement, the 
NCAA extended tournament invitations to 
four Metro schools, tying the conference 
record for most teams invi ted to "March 
Madness". Louisvilleand Tulane both made 
it to the second round of the tourney. 

Not bad for a conference referred to as 
"Sun Belt 2". 

1992-93 shapes up to be another year of 
high expectations for t he conference. Gone 
to the NBA is Metro marquis and Southern 
Mi ss iss ippi s tron g m a n Clare nce 
Weatherspoon to the Phil adelphia 76ers. 
Also gone a re Radenko Dobras (from South 
Florida) and Henry Williams IUNC-Char­
lotte I. 

However, the Metro is still top-heavy in 
talent. From Kendrick Warren to Anthony 
Reed, fromDlen Whi sby toJarvi s Lang, the 
Metro is still loaded with prime-time-play­
e rs. 

The following is a team-by-team break­
down of the Melro, in order of predicted 
fini s h . Current records and computer 
rankings a re as of Dec. 9. 

• 
Louisville 

1991-92 Record : 19-11, 7-5 itied for 2nd 
in Metro) 

Postseason: NCAA's Idefeated Wake 
Forest 81-58 in 1st round, lost to U.C.L.A 
85-69 in 2nd round). 

R e turnees (8):Dwayne Morton 16-6 for­
ward , junior); Keith LeGree 16-1 guard, 
sophomore); Greg Minor(6-6 fo rward, jun­
ior);James Brewer l6-3 guard, senior); Brian 
Hopgood 16-10 center, junior); Troy Smith 
Ip-~ .r~,w!\nj, . ~.mip,,~ , p~~in :,Webb (6-4 
fOl"\var~, senior ), Mi,ke C;!se 11,,6) forWllnd; 
semorJ. 

Starters Lost (2): Everick Sullivan and 
Cornelius Holden, 

Newcom ers (5): Cli fford Rozier (6-10 
forward, sophomore); Tick Rogers I 6-5 guard, 
freshman); Brian fu ser (6-7 forward, fresh­
man ); John Strickland (6-8 forward/center , 
junior, transfer from Jacksonville (Texas) 
College); DeJua n Wheat 16-1 guard, fresh-
man ) , 

Curre n t Record: 1·1 (ranked 9th in 
country) 

USA Today computer ranking: 15 
Overview : This Louisvi lle team could 

rank as one of the best in the past few years. 
Gone are Everick Sull ivan and Corneli us 
Holden, and gone are t he 23 points and 9.5 
rebounds they combined to average dUl'ing 
the past season , when they rebounded from 
their first losing campaign in 48 years to 
fini sh in a tie for second in the Metro, in the 
top 25,and in the NCAA tournament, where 
they advanced to the second round . How­
ever, the Cardinals will be returning more 
then they a re losing, and will be gaining 
quite a bit, too. 

Cardinal followers want morethanjusta 
trip' to the NCAAs, though. And more is 
what t hey will get, with forwards Dwayne 
Morton 113.6 ppg, 3.7 rpg) and Greg Minor 
19.7 ppg, 5.1 rpg) returning to the lineup. 

Add to that backcoUlt returnee Keith 
Legreel7.3 ppg, 3.6 rpg)and North Carolina 
tra nsfer Clifford Rozie r, seen by many pre­
season maga?i nes as the best of the Metro 
newcomers, a nd one can see the reason for 
the heightened ex pectations and high na­
tiona l ranking. 

The class of'96 is none too shabhy, either. 
Leading the freshmen at Louisville is Tick 
Rogers, who was tabbed as Kentucky's prep 
"M r. Basketball". He is the star recruit for 
Denny Crum , and is in contention for a spot 
in the backcourt's sta rting rotation. 

Finally, the reserves, especia lly guard 
J a mes Brewer (7.9 ppg) and frontcollrt vet· 
e ran Derwin Webb 12.6 ppg),wi ll earn their 
fair sha re of minutes on the COU I't. They 
should a lso make a push for ashotatamking 
the s tarting rotation . 

Schedu le: The tougest in the leagu e. 
Home games against Kentucky, DePaul , 
UNLV, a nd Notre Dame, as well as road 
games with Georgia Tech a nd Michi ga n 
State ' wh ich they won I adds up to one ofthe 
toughest s lates in the cou ntry. 

Prediction: Den ny Crum has guided 
the Cardina ls to nine regu la r season Metro 
ti tles, 16 berths in the NCAA tournament, 
17 seasons of 20 or more wins, and is the 
winni ngest coach in Metro hi story 1170-60, 
.739 in Metro games). There is no reason to 
believe that Crum's legacy will not be aug­
mented during the 1992-93 season. 

Pred icted Record: 21-5; 9-3 
Postseason : NCAA, maybe Final Four? 

• 
UNC-Charlotte 

1991-92 record: 23-9, 7-5l tied for 2nd) 
Postseason: NCAA lIost to Iowa State 

76-74 in first round ) 
Retu rnees (10): James Terre ll 16-0· 

guard, junior ); Delano Johnson 16-0 gua rd, 
senior); Rodney Odum (6-11 center,junior); 
Jarvis Langl6-6 forward, sophomore); Ma 111.1 

Dottin 16-6 forward, senior); Daryl DeVauli 
16-9 forward, senior ); Cedrick Broadhurs t 
16-4 guard, senior ); Bershuan Thompson 16-
3 guard, junior); J ermaine Parker 16-11 • 
center , sophomore); Kenneth Wvlie 16-5 . 
gullTd,Junibr')'. ' ';' 'I' '1"";' . " 

Starters Lost (1): Henry Willi !"tls' ," 

Newcomers (5): Jason Dominick (6-10 
forward, freshman ); Andre Davisl6-1 guard , 
freshman ); Bobby Kummer( 6-7 guard, fresh­
man ); Aaron Wilhite 16-7 forward , junior ); 
Pino Pipes 16-7 forward , fi'eshma n I 

Current Record : 3-1 
USA Tod ay compu ter ranking: 71 
Overview: Henry Williams hasdepalted 

for the pros. The a ll -ti me points leader for 
theUNC-Chariotte 4gers is no longer a P3lt 
of the program. 

So why is coach J eff Mullin s so happy? 
Si m pl e. Everyone e lse is returning. 

Rodney Odum 11 1.3 ppg, 7.6 rpgl is back in 
the middle for the 4ge rs. James Terell l I 3 
ppg), who, a long with Wi ll ia ms, led the 
Metroin three-pointaccuracyl.430 ) is back. 
And Jal'vi s La ng, who led a ll freshmen in 
the nation two years ago in pointsl 19.6 ppg) 
and reboundsl l O.6'ppg), has fu lly recovered 
from the broken wrist he obtained in the 
second game oflas t season. With a medical 
hardsh ip, he will still have three years of 
eligibi lity remaining. That's three years in 
which he can terrorize foes in the paint. on 
both s ides of the ball. 

The backups will be lobbyi ni( for playing 
t ime, as well . J e rmaille Parke r, a tenter 
who a lso received a medica l hardship last 
season , wi ll be a capable backup fiJI' Odum. 
Malru Dottin 16.7 ppg, 6.3 rpgl a nd Daryl 
Devaull 16 ppg, 4.6 rpg ) wi ll press for a spot 
in the stat1.ing lineup, a long- with hi ghly 
touted transfer Aa ron Wilhitel l Z.H PPi(, 7.7 
rpg in 1990-91 at Ca l-State Fulll' lto n l. 

The frseshman class is a lso encouraging. 
too. !Jason Domi ni ck might he the he ir 
apperent to t he spot at cente r fol' the 4gel's. 
Andre Davis and Bobby Cum mer will he in 
contention for a spot in the s tarting fin' 
a longside "Trigger" Terrel l. 

Now it's ohvious why ~Jefr Mullins is Sf) 

happy. 
Schedule: Average. Road games with 

Florida State and Florida. as well a:-; home 
ga mes with two underrated teams I Gt'orge 
\VashinhrLon and Peppcrdinc) arc coun te r· 
bal anced hv a home-a nd-honw takewa lk 
with Davidson and horne games with APP,I­
lachian State a nd Butl er. 

Prediction: Despite an early :-il· thack to 
Baylor, t he 4gel's have a lot of potl'ntaL If 
.Ja rvis Langcan regain the form that hrought 
him so much praisc<1sa fi'cshman, then this 
campaign may hcthc mostsul'ccssfui f(}I·th ... 
49crs s ince their trip to the Fina l Four in 
1977. A shot at the Metro ti tle i:-; not out of 
the question. 

Predic ted Record: 19-7. H-4 
Postseason: NCAA lock 

• 
Tulane 

1991-92 Record : 22-9, 8-4 I I slJ 
Postseason: NCAA I defeated SL ,John', 

61-57, lost to Oklahoma St. H7-71 I 
Returnees (11): Pointer Wi ll ia ms 16-0 

guard , sophomore); G.J . Hunter l6<l !,,'Uard, 
senior ); BretJusti5-1 0 b'Uard,juni orl: Anto­
ni o Jackson 16-1 guard, sophomore I; Matt 
Greenel6-7 forward , senior l; Cmtrer Nichols 
16-6guard/forward, senior ), Carlin Hartman 
16-7 forward , junior); Mekaba Perry 16-9 
forwrd/center, junior); Matt Popp 16-9 cen­
ter, sen ior); Pete Rasche 16-10 center , jun­
ior ); Anthony Reed ~ 6-9 center/forward , se­
nior) 

Starters Lost (2): David Whitmore: Kim 
Lewis l inju red). 

,,~~wc0'r'lers t(,~ ~ : IreV,e ldm Simmons (G-

~~~~!i~;/;h~~~,~ ): Yr~~~~ ~ ~ 1~~ :~6~~ 
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Current Record: 3-1 (ranked 19th in 
country) 

USA Today Computer Ranking: 52 
Overview: Before Tulane entered the 

Preseason NIT, many Metro followers tabbed 
the Green Wave as the team to beat in the 
Metro. However, when Tulane left the court 
after having lost to Indiana in the touney's 
second round, they did so without one of 
their catalysts. A broken wrist felled Kim 
Lewis during the Tulane-Indiana contest, 
and he will be lost for the season. This 
unexpected twist of bad luck pushes coach 
Perry Clark's five-year plan back a little. 

Don't count the Green Wave, or Clark for 
that matter, out of anything, including the 
Metro race. Eleven lettermen from last 
season's miracle team returns, including 
Anthony Reed (14.4 ppg, 6.5 rpg) as the man 
in the middle,. and Carlin Hartman (9.1 
ppg, 4.1 rpg) and Mekaba Perry (4 ppg, 3.2 
rpg) to round out the Green Wave's 
frontcourt. 

The backcourt can hold its own, despite 
the loss of Lewis. Led by 1992 Metro Fresh­
man of the Year Pointer Williams (5.9 ppg, 
112 assists, 56 steals) at the point, the 
guards of the Green Wave can sti ll generate 
their fair share. of excitement. 

The real attraction, though , is still "The 
Posse." This year, however, the "Posse's" 
strength has diminished a touch. Still , G.J. 
Hunter-17.1 ppg) and MattGreenel6.S ppgl, 
amon~ others, should stir up a little action 
this year. " 

The recruiting class is- s mall, but tal­
ented. Both Vershawn Eley and LeVeldro 
Simmons are more than capable of either 
entering the "Posse," or becoming starters 
in their own right in the next year or two. 

- Schedule: Guarantees a 20-win season. 
A ' home game with Prarie View A & M, 
traditionally the weakest program in Divi­
sion I, is indicativeoftheease that the Wave 
should handle this schedule. The toughest 
road test of the year for the Wave passed 
Wednseday night, when they knocked off 
Memphis State. 

Prediction: The preseason magazines 
picked Tulane to e ither win the Metro, or 
come very close. However, despite all the 
talent and potental thi s team has, the loss of 
Kim Lewis may knock the Green Wave 'out 
of the race. Of course, it sti ll is possible for 
the Wave to ro ll back to the catbird's seat. 
Now, it's just not quite as likely. 

Predicted Record: 21-7, 7-5 
Postseason: Back to the NCAAs 

• 
Virginia Commonwealth 
1991-92 Record: 14-15, 5-7ltied for 5th I 
Postseason: None 

Returnees (6): Kendlick Warren 16-S 
forward, junior I; Sherron Mills 16-8 center, 
senior); Chris Brower (6-3 guard, senior); 
Tyron McCoy 16-5 guard; sophomore ); 
Rodney Ashby 16-7 forward , junior); 
Konstantin Pepeliaev 17-2 center, senior). 

Starters Lost (3): Rod Ladd; Carl 
Weldon; Eric Atkins. 
- Newcomers (9): Kenny Harris 16-1 
guard,junior); Terrence Gibson (6-3 guard, 
junior); Mike Hargett 15-11 guard, senior I; 
Rich Mount 16-4 guard, junior); Kareem 
Washington 16-5 forward!guard , sopho­
more); Alvin Mobley 16-9 forward, juniorl; 
Eugene Kissourine (6-9 forward, juniorl; 
Bob Osborne (6-8 center, junior); James 
Barnes (freshman). 

Current Record: 3-1 
USA Today Computer Ranking: 70 
Overview: This may very well be the 

year that coach Sonny Smith has been wait­
ing for. Nine new players, eight with college 
experience, will augment the already solid 
starting core. 

Of course, one player that, newcomers or 
not, win be Hie 'standa~d-bearer for the 
fuam,arld tHeMe'troasa whoTe, is Kendri \:" : 
Warren. A first-team All Meti" member last 
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year, Warren (19 ppg, 9.5 rpg) has since 
added a outside jumper to his repertoire. 
This should increase his point production, 
since he will feel more confident behind the 
three-point arc. 

The backcourt will be the most competi­
tive one in recent memory for the Rams. 
Three-point ace Chris Brower returns (S.7 
ppg), but will be under tremendous presure 
for his spot from Terrence Gibson and Mike 
Hargett, both experienced transfer guards. 
The job of playing point will fall on Kenny 
Harris, a transfer from North Carolina. His 
ability to hold the offense together will play 
a big role in the success of the Rams this 
year. It's possible a mini-"Posse" could de­
velop within the two guards that do not start 
at the 2-guard. 

The frontcourt situation should be more 
stable. Obviously, Warren will hold the power 
forward spot down. Tyron McCoy (5.2 ppg, 
3.2 rpg) should get the small forward spot. 
However, should the two become tired or get 
into foul trouble, transfer forwards Alvin 
Mobley and Eugene Kissourine should be 
able to back them up sufficiently. Also, rap­
idly improving Rodney Ashby should playa 
part in the Rams frontcourt this season, 

The importance on winning this year, 
however, is tremendous. 140fthe 15 players 
are upperclassmen, and being able to mesh 
together will be the deciding factor dictating 
the success or failure of the Rams this year. 
Sonny Smith understands this. He knows 
the pressure that is coming down on his 
shoulders from some of the boosters and 
a lumni. Fortunately for Smith, the 92-93 
campaiogn of the VCU Rams is talented 
enough to keep everyone happy. 

Schedule: Now that the Carrier Classic 
is history, it should be pretty easy for the 
Rams. The toughest game leftisa road game 
with Texas. Other than that, it should be 
much easier than last year. 

Prediction: This is the best load of tal­
ent that the Rams have played with in 
years. The talent is there tochallenge for the 
Metro. The keyword is potental, however. If 
the newcomers play well in the new atmo­
sphere, this team could make some waves, 

Predicted Record: 20-7, 7-5 
Postseason: NIT lock, NCAA bubble 

• 
South Florida 

1991-92 Record: 19-10, 7-5 (tied for 2nd) 
Postseason: NCAA (lost to Georgetown 

in 1st round 75-60) 
Returnees (3): Derrick Sharp (6-1 guard, 

senior); Jarvis Jackson (6-7 forward , jun­
iorl; Chad Dollar (6-1 guard, junior) 

Starters Lost (4): Radenko Dobras, Gary 
Alexander, Fred Lewis, and Bobby Russell. 

Newcomers (10): Chris Coleman 16-3 
guard, freshman); David Delancy(6-2 guard, 
sophomore); Mike Greene (6-4 guard, fresh­
man); Chuck Atkins(5-1 0 guard, freshman I; 
Robert Polk (5-11 guard,junior);Jesse Salt­
e rs (6-6 forward, sophomore); Vince Hyatt 
16-6 forward,junior); Donzel Rush (6-8 for­
ward, freshman); Sean Allen (6-S center, 
freshman) ; Mike Hostetter (6-7 forward, 
junior), 

Current Record: 1-1 
USA TODAY Computer Ranking: 114 
Overview: What a difference a year 

makes. Last year at this time, the Bulls were 
on the verge of a tremendous season, defeat­
ing Florida and Florida State to claim the 
title "Best team in Florida," and then moved 
on' to the NCAA tourney. A great year was 
had by all in Tampa. 

Now, however, is a new season. 
And the Bulls, who rose to the top of the 

Metro with players such as Radenko Dobras 
and Gary Alexander, are so drastically dif­
ferent froin last year's squad that if they 
\\(eren't wearirg th~, same, uni~orms that , 
they wore last season, one mig~t, no~ recRg~ \ 
nizet~e~at la.l ~" ".1 ::. I f.') .i. ,!.j', 

The Bulls bring in 10 new players, and 
most are either freshmen or sophomore 
transfers. Only three holdovers from last 
season remain, and only one started. It will 
beup to Derrick Sharp(14.6 ppg) to lead this 
team in their year of ultimate rebuilding. 

Most ofthe new players ~ talented, and 
given time, the Bulls will become better. 
But for now, Bobby Paschal will have to be 
patient. 

Schedule: Weak, but suitable for a team 
as young as the Bulls' is. A couple of toughies 
do pop on the schedule, such as home dates 
with Cincinnati and Marquette, and a road 
trip to Florida State. Primarily, though, it 
reflects the need to build the confidence of a 
young team by givingthem winnable games. 

Prediction: Nobody in Tampa, even the 
most strident South Florida fans, expect too 
much from their team this year. For them, a 
.500 season is more than enough, and anthing 
else that may happen would be counted as a 
bonus. Unfortunaetly for the Bulls, this 
year will be more valleys than hills. How­
ever, if the new guys mature in a hurry, then 
they have the ability to open some eyes 
early. 

Predicted Record: 9-17, 4-S 
Postseason: Not for a while 

• 
Southern Mississippi 

1991-92 Record: 13-16, 5-7 
Postseason: None 

Returnees (9): Glen Whisby (6-9 for­
ward, sophomore); Ron Rembert (6-4 guard! 
forward, senior); Bernard Haslett( 6-3 guard, 
junior), Terry Cameron (6-1 guard, senior); 
Newton Mealer(6-7 forward, senior); Jason 
Dunn (6-5 guard!forward,junior); Fred Wil­
liams (6-7 forward, freshman); Avery Tho­
mas (6-1 guard, sophomore); Shawn Hadley 
(6-5 guard, sophomore). 

Starters Lost (2): Clarence 
Weatherspoon and Dallas Dale. 

Newcomers (3): Herroan Myers (6-7 
forward, junior); George Scott (6-5 guard! 
forward, freshman); Sam Shelton (6-4guard! 
forward, freshman) . 

Current Record: 0-3 
USA TODAY Computer Ranking:lS5 
Overview: For a team that returns 9 

players, things certanly look bleak in 
Hattiesburg. Most coaches would feel the 
way M.K. Turk does if they lost the greatest 
player in their school's history. Now that 
Clarence Weatherspoon is in the bigs(NBA), 
the rebuilding process will beslow and ardu­
ous. Complicating the picture is that the 
only other starter to leave was their under­
rated point guard Dallas Dale. This is a 
team that is in desperate need of a savjrr. 

Actually, they might have one right now 
in Glen Whisby. This a man that is the 
target of a lot of pressure by followers of the 
Golden Eagles. Whisby 19.7 ppg, 6.5 rpg) is 
expected to bear the brunt of the team's 
scoring and rebounding, and that will doone 
of two things for him: either break him or 
prepare him to become a great player. More 
than likely, the latter of the two scenarios 
wil1 occur. 

The bad news for the Golden Eagles is 
that everything else is in disarray. Ron 
Rembert (9.3 ppg) and Bernard Halsett(8.5 
ppg) wiU lead the backcourt again, but with­
QuttheominiollspresenceofWeatherspoon, 
they will be less effective. John lacey is the 
only center on the team, and probably won't 
be a major factor. 

Schedule: It appeared easy at the begin­
ning of the year, but it appears they may 
have trouble even handling teams like Ten­
nessee-Chattanooga and NE Louisiana (they 
already lost to them once I. 

Prediction: If Glen Whisby matures 
into a Kendrick Warren! Jarvis Lang style 
player, then the future of the Eagles will 
improve.'Ifthis does not occur, and the team ' 
cannot recO\;er from a poor showing at 'the 

\ , 1.':,' 
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Carrier Classic and an upset loss to NE 
Louisiana, then 6th in the Metro may be too 
optimistic. 

Predicted Record: 8-18; 2-10 
Postseason: none 

• 
Virginia Tech 

1991-92 Record: 10-lS; 3 -9 
Postseason: none 

Returnees (6): Thomas Elliot (6-7 for­
ward, senior); Corey Jackson (6-7 forward, 
junior); Jay Purcell (6-3 guard,junior); Steve 
Hall (6-4 guard, senior); Donald Corker (6-3 
guard, junior); Jim Carruth (6-10 center, 
senior). 

Starters Lost (2): Erik Watson andJohn 
Rivers 

Newcomers (S): Jim Jackson (6-5 for­
ward, freshman); Delwyn Dillard i6-5 for­
ward, freshman); Adrian Custis (6-7 for­
ward, freshman); Shawn Good (6-3 guard, 
freshman); Dwayne Archibald (6-9 forward , 
freshman); Damon Washington (6-2 guard , 
freshman); Travis Jackson (6-8 center, fresh­
man); Shawn Smith (6-6 forward, fresh­
man). 

Current Record: 1-1 
USA TODAY Computer Ranking: 164 
Overview: Bill Foster has a reputation 

for rebuilding programs, so they can rise • 
like the phoenix from the ashes. Clemson, 
UNC-Charlotte, and Miami, Fla. have all 
seen their basketball programs rebuilt, in 
large part due to Bill Foster. 

However, the 1992-93 Virginia Tech 
Hokies may prove to be Foster's biggest 
challenge to date. a whopping eight out of 
the 14 players on the Hokie roster are fresh­
men. Only two seniors are on the squad. 
This infusion of new blood will be beneficial 
to the Hokies in the long run, but will hurt 
them greatly. 

The Hokies best player is Thomas Elliot 
(12 ppg, 4.7 rpg). Along with Corey Jackson 
(6.9 ppg) and Jimmy Carruth (4.6 ppg), the 
Hokies frontcourt will be experienced, but 
not very intimidating. 

The backcourtconsists of Jay Purcell (9.8 
ppg, 4 rpg) and Steve Hall (9.5 ppg). The 
guards should be solid performers, but will 
be backed up by freshmen. When anyone in 
the starting rotation is tired orin foul trouble, 
then the Hokies have to go to the bench a 
pull out a freshman. And not exactly Fab 
Five freshmen, at that. 

Schedule: Suitable fora freshman team. 
Outside of a game at the Richmond Coli­
seum against Virginia and a road trip to 
play West Virgini;l, the schedule has more 
cupcakes than a Girl Scout bake sale. 

Prediction: The Hokies will be a good 
team in a couple of years. For now, they'll be 
awful. The schedule might allow them to 
actually improve on their record from last 
year. Of course, once they get to the Metro 
slate, they might be fortunate to win a single 
game. 

Predicted ' Record: 9-17; 1-11 
Postseason: are you kidding? 

First Team All-Metro 
Guard: Pointer Williams, sophomol'c, Tulane, 
Guard: Derrick Sharp, senior, South Florida 
Center: Anthony Reed, senior. Tulane 
Forward: Kendrick Warren. junior. veu 
Forward: Dwayne Morton. junior, Louil'iville 

Second Team All-Metro 
Guard: Keith ~ree, sophomore, Louil'iville 
Guard: James TerelJ,junior. UNe-Chariotte 
Center: ShelTon Mills, senior. V <\. Ct)mmo!lwenlth 
Forward: Jarvis Lang, sophomore. UNC-Char-

lotte 
Forward: Clifford Rozier. sophomore, Luuil-(villc.' 

Ph;lyerofthe Year: Kendriek Warnm.jun­
ior; VCU 

Newcomer of the Year: Clifli)rd Rnzit,,, , 

ml" 'rnlt- ,; .. '1*"'1 '" I ( ".1 I.. ' "" ~.,'UJUlS et', •• \'~.tfl 'I'" .,> f"~' ',' 
I It! ' tiiiofit (,." ki;"""',' .. "I," :, 
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The VCU Ram Coaches 

Walvius fast becotning b ig-thnecoach 
• 

by Leanne Anama • 
associate editor 

With the women's basketball 
team comingofT a successful 1991-
92 season with a17-12 record, coach 
Susan Walvius has the upcoming 
season to help her squad improve 
upon last year. 

Walvius came to the women's 
basketball program three years ago 
at age 25 with four years of coach­
i!,g under her belt. She was an 
assistant coach at Bradley Univer­
sity and Rhode Island for two years 
at each university. 

"The r,eason I was hired here, " 
WaJvius said, "was my coachjng 
experience along with my success­
ful playi ng days in Division I bas­
ketbal l." 

Walvius had a successful high 
school a nd collegiate career. She 
led her high school team to the 
Virginia state tournament all of 
her four seasons and was named 
a n All-American . Walvius then 
went on to Virginia Tech to make 
hername in the record books, which 
still stand today. 

Walvius, once noted as one of 

"I think we're ready to accept 
the challenge of the Auburn's 
and the UVA 's, " Walvius 
said. "I think we can play with 
them this year. 

the youngest coaches in Division I 
basketball, has achieved a career 
record of 29-28 (.509) in her two 
years at VCU. And sinc~ taking 
over the head coaching reigns, she 
has helped guide the Rams to five 
more victories than the previous 
year (12-16) and continued that 
success by adding five more wins 
to last season's record. 

With that in mind, a long with 
the fact she has all of her players 
returning, it would be logical to 
assume that Walvius has high ex­
pectations and goals for the team. 
In fact, she appears relaxed and 
conservative in her goals for this 
season. 

"My goals are more game-to­
game, " Walvius said. "My coach­
ing philosophy isn't centered only 

on wins and losses. I could win a 
game and not feel good 'about the 
win. I want to see execution and 
movement," 

The Rams will need all of that 
execution and movement to face 
their conference and non-confer­
ence opponents on their schedule. 
The Rams being in the Metro Con­
ference, which is among the top 
seven conferences in the country, 
face a difficult conference against 
teams like Louisville and South­
ern Mississippi. On top of their 
tough conference riva ls , VCU 
added top teams in the nation like 
Auburn and the University of Vir­
ginia. 

"I think we're ready to accept 
the challenge of the Auburn's and 
the UV A's, " Walvius said. "I think 
we can play with them this year. 

"We'regettingtothe pointwhere 
we're goi ng to be exciting basket­
ball to watch. We wi ll be there this 
season. The team's experience is 
importantbecausethreeyearsago, 
they didn't know what it took to 
win and now they know hard work 
and determination wi ll finish it ." 

staff photo by Derrick Washington 

Susan Walviu5, one of the hoHest young coaches in the country. is expected to 
lead the Rams to post-season play. 

The confident Charles 'Sonny' Sooth 

slaff photo by Derrick Washington 

Coach Sonny Smith heads into the season \'lith his best t~am ev.er at VCU. 
. . " .. " ~ ' ... . , ..... ... . 

U 'II JT. It iu Itllrl .. ;l; : .... , •• J t .• 

by Mike Rutherford 
staff writer 

As you enter the plush and quaint offi ce 
of the VCU Rams men's basketball coach , 
there to greet you is a sha rply dressed man 
with a warm smile. 

Don't let the grin fool you. 
Because here is a man who has never 

been confronted with what he now has to 
face at VCU. 

Win . Or else. 
The entire career of Coach Sonny Smith 

is a winning one. His career record as a 
college basketball coach is 242-226. 

Everywhere he has been, he has won. 
Especially at Auburn. 

It was at Auburn that he made five 
stra ight NCAA appearances in which he 
made it to the "Elite Eight" and the "Sweet 
Sixteen" on two occasions. 

Smith a nd his teams a lso won the SEC 
Tournament once and placed second in the 
league for times. 

At VCU, h&wever, Smith has experienced 
the worst era of his coaching career. For the 
past three seasons he has posted losing 
records. 

Overall , Smith's record at VCU is 39-49. 
To Sonny, this is not a crowning achieve­
ment.. 

His policy has always remained the same: 
. Compete well in league play, win league 
championships and compete in post-season 
play. 

Smith has yet to achieve any of these 
goals while at VCU. 

When asked to describe this year's team, 
Sonny replied, 

"We're bigger, stronger, quicker a nd 
deeper," he said. "We have 10 players that 
will be rota ting instead of seven." 

Smith said that, barringinjury, the Rams 
should be a good team. 

With just one freshman on the team, the 
Rams are full of new players...who provide 
somewhat of a facelift. 

.,' ", 

"When you coach a program for four 
years, that program should be a good 
one," SMith said. "If you 're not win­
ning something's wrong. " 

Sitti ng back in his large chair, Smith 
explained the strengths and weaknessessof 
his team. 

"Our strength is the return of Kendrick 
Warren," he said. "Our weakness is the 
unknown." 

That unknown factor is the mixingof'the 
new talent with the old. 

"There are eight new players on the ros­
ter," he said. "If the chemistry is there, we 
should be a very good team." 

If the chemistry is not meshing, Smith 
vows to make a change. 

"In the future, we will be looking for guys 
th"t are stronger and quicker," he said. 

What will it take to make the Rams a 
winning team? 

"If the chemistry is there, we'll be in the 
hunt," he said. 

VCU'sopeneragainstNew Hampshire is 
possibly a good sign. Greatchemistry, good 
outside shooting, fast and exciting basket­
ball a nd a good start were all a part of the 
game. 

I fth iscarries overto the remai n i ng sched­
uled games, Smith could be looking at a 
great year. 

What if a t the end of the year you don't 
have a winning season? 

With a lot of pride, Smith a nswered, 
"When you coach a ·program for four years, 
that program should be a good one," he said. 
"If you're not winning something's wrong." 

This year the public's expectations are 
high . 

But if Smith doesn't wi n this year, it 
might be his last. 

., .... I' 
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Kendrick Warren 
by Jason T. Bonardi 
editor 

First let me say I'm sure Mr. Warren is 
glad to see that we are not using that unap· 
pea li ng picture of him taken his first year. 

You know. the one that ... Well, leCsjust 
say it wasn't a very good shot. 

Everyone remembers when Warren's 
head hit the fl oorofthe Ri chmond Coliseum 
last year against Louisville. The Rams were 
on the verge of wi·nning their first Metro 
Conference game and "The Man'" had gone 
down. 

Warren le ft togetsix stitches over his cye 
while hi s teammates held onto a lead. 

Oh! remember when Warren ("mile hack 
out on the court. He ran right past Sonny 
Smith to check in at the scorers' table. 

The crowd was nuts. and my coll eague!' 
a nd I were having a hard time contJ'Oiling 
QUI' emotions a long the stoic PI'f'!-'S row. 

Well, in case vou've heen in a ('ave for a 
year, we won till' game. Kendrick had 17 
poin1l.'; and ·1!) boards on the night. 

Butbnck til \VaITCIl.or Scol·in·WnrJ'cll.f,r 
Ken. or Air W(llTcn. orThe'Man or the man 
sittin ' next to the man . 

Ma ke no mistakl' about it, whateve r you 
call him . Kendrick is VC U. No douot about 
it. 

In thi s . his junior year. Warren has con­
t inued to impress all. Not only is hl' averag­
ing mon' than 20 points :l gan1t'. hut ht· is 
leading hi s team. notjusl hyt'xa mpit.· . buth~' 
voice as well . 

"I knew that I was going to han' to s tal1 
being m o r t' Hlt';: ,1 this year:' he said in an 

interview earlier this y~ar. 
After gaining all the accolades one can 

get in high school and living up to the hype 
when he came to VCU, Warren has contin­
ued to live up to a ll expectations. 

In his freshman year he was voted Sun 
Belt Conference Freshman of the Year as 
well as eaming a spot on the a ll-conference 
firs t team. 

He led the learn in scoring a nd rebound· 
ing his first two seasons and continues to do 
so this year. 

What more can [ say, he's great. 
Dick Vitale, a basketball guru with ESPN, 

called Wa rren one of the top fou r sopho· 
mores in the country last year. 

And th isyearthere's talk of NCAA Player 
of the Year. Of course, wi th a ll the politics 
involved, the Rams will have to win 20 
games. And upsetting maybe a Tulane or 
Texas a long the way woul dn't hurt. 

''The biggest strength in our team this 
year is the return of Kend lick Warren," 
Sonny Smith said. 

Having trouble getting national a tten­
tion his first two years, Warren is finall y 
gctti ng his "prop~."" ' 

He was selected to the fourth tea m AII­
American squad this year a nd was a lso 
named to the firs t team AII·Met ro's pre­
sC(lson squad . 

This week wa:-- deja vu all over again as 
Warren was selected the Metro's fi rs t Pl ayer 
ofthc Week. 

Stav tuned t he rcst ofthe year , but I'll te ll 
you on'e t hing: . 

If Kendrick Wanen has anything to say 
about it. the script won't changc. 

staff photo by Derrick Washington 

Kendrick Warren (center) applies defensive pressure with teammate Eugene Kissourine 
against the University of New Hampshire in the Rams' season opener. 

Sherron Mills 
by Drew Geary 
associate editor 

Sherron Mills is VCU's big man with 
the soft touch. 

The 6-9 center from Snow Hill, Md., is 
entering his entering his senior year at 
VCU with high expectations. And because 
of his abili ty to be both a force inside and 
a sha rpshooter from outside, Mills should 
meet those lofty goals set by both him and 
hi s coaches. 

"[ just want to do whatever it takes to 
help thi s team win ," Mills said. "Whether 
that means getting rebounds, blocking 
shots or score points, it doesn't make any 
difTerence. Ijust want to do wha t it takes." 

Named Maryl and's Player-of-the-Year 
by Mid-Atlantic Sports after leading Snow 
Hill High School to a state championship 
hi s senior year, Mills transfered to VCU 
after spending a year at Chowan Junior 
College. He became eligible following the 
conclusion of the first semester of the 
1990-91 school year and scored 10 points 
in hi s first game as a Ram. 

Mills ended his inaugura l season at 
VCU in the starting lineup and has not 
looked back since. 

Last year Mills was second on the team 
in both scoring and rebounding, averag­
ing 13 points a nd 7.5 boards a game. His 
55 blocked shots led the Rams and was 
good for second in the Metro Conference. 
For hi s pe rformance last season, Mills 
was named th is year to the Preseason A11-

Conference team. 
Nicknamed "40" by his teammates 

because of his jersey number, Mills be­
lieves the 1992-93 version of the Rams 
will win with team chemistry. 

"We're real c1ose·on and ofT the court 
a nd that really helps a lot as far as 
playing well ," he said. "We know each 
other real well ... we know whateach of us 
can do on the court and we help each 
other ofT the court as well." 

VCU head coach Sonny Smith would 
like to see his center be more aggressive 
in the paint to spur the Rams' most 
recognized weakness: rebounding. 

"If wee an get our big men to be a force 
inside, this team ca n be very succesfu l," 
Smith said. 
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Chris Brower Kenn}, Harris 
by Drew Geary 
associate editor 

He still pulls J;jis socks all 
the way up. He still drains 3-
pointers with amazing regu­
larity. He's Chl;s Brower and, 
when he's hot, he's an 
opponent's nightmare. 

This is Brower's fourth sea­
son as a Ram, a season that 
willseeoneofVCU'sbestshoot­
ers ever end hi s colegiate ca­
reer. The 6-3 sophomore guard 
from Ft. Walton Beach, Fla., 
entered the 1992-93 season as 
the university's all-time leader 
in 3-pointers made with 121. 
In three seasons he has hit 40 
percent of his shots from be­
hind are, good for third place in 
the 24-year history of VCU 
basketball. He a lso broke the 
school record for treys made in 
a game when he made seven 
last year against Western Ken­
tucky. 

And tothinkheoncewanted 
to be a professional surfer. In­
stead of hitting threes he could 
be hanging ten. 

"We're a lot better than last year," Brower 
said. "I think the biggest change is the 
amount of pressure we puton the ball for 40 
minutes. We havea lot of guys who can score 
and our depth is the key." 

This year Brower wil l team with new­
comer Kenny Harris as the team's starting 
backcourt duo while Mike Hargett a nd 
Terrence Gibson will be the formidable tan­
dem that relieves them. 

Recruited out of Ft. Wa lton Beach High 
School, where he hit over50 percentofhis 3-
point attempts, Brower played in 26 games 
as a VCU freshman. It was then that head 
coach Sonny Smith realized Brower's poten-

tial. 
"He could beoneofthe best outside shoot­

ers l-have ever seen," Smith said. 
Brower averaged 5.3 points per game 

coming otT the bench his first year. His 3-
point percentage was .357, a percentage 
that has increased each year-0408 in 1990-
91 and .413 last season. 

So what does a player who can shoot with 
uncanny ability do during the otT-season? 

Pump iron. 
"I lifted a lot of weights and did a lot of 

running because I knew we'd be pressing all 
over the place," Brower said. "Coach Smith 
told us last year before we went home to get 
stronger and faster and that's what I did." 

Eugene Kissourine 
by Brian French . 
staff writer 

Eugene Kissourine was born Oc­
tober 28, 1969, in Russia. He 
attented Lesgraf Institute in St. 
Petersburg, Russia, along with fel­
low VCU basketball player 
Konstantin Pepeliaev. Along with 
his wife, Kissourine left St. Peters­
burg for Virginia Commonwealth 
University this August. He also has 
a chi ld, one of oI)ly two team mem­
bers that are parents (along with 
Mike Hargett). 

His playing experience prior to 
VCUwasduringhisdaysatLesgraf, 
when he played within Russia, as 
well as the national team that toured 
the United States during the col­
lege exhibition. 

Early i nto the season, Kissourine 
has found a niche on the Rams, 
backing up Kendrick Warren and 
Tyron McCoy. He has proved to be 
an insturmental part of the Rams 
bench, making some key plays on 
both ends of the floor while in play. 

For his part, Kissourine has been 
very content here. He is also very 
confidentabout the future ''We have 

excellent team. We work to-

by Leanne Anama 
associate editor 

c1unior Kenny Harris, a 
transfer from the University 
of North Carolina, has given 
the Rams a new look in the 
point guard position. 

"He's been a really good 
additiontotheball club,"Coach 
Sonny Smith said. "He's a true 
pointguard.He's verytalented 
and has leadership qmtlities." 

The 21 -year-old criminal 
justice major transferred to 
VCU after spending two sea­
sons with the Tar Heels. 

"[t(UNC) was okay but bas­
ketball-wise, it wasn't for me," 
Harris said. "[ chose VCU be­
cause it was close to home and 
I was familiar with it since I 
live in Petersburg." 

While ·a t UNC, Ha rri s 
played in 32 out of 34 games 
his freshman year, averaging 
1.8 points a game. 

[n his sophomore season, 
he played in 27 games averag­
ing 1.5 points per game and 
shot33.3 percent from the fi eld 
and 72.7 percent from the char­
ity stripe. 

Sitting out last season as a 
red shirt, Harris worked on his 
familia rity with the program 
as well as on his own skills. 

Thi s helped with his transition to the 
program. 

While in the otT-season, Harris worked 
harder on his game because he knew he had 
a good chance to start the next season. 

Harris starts this year and fill s in the 
hole former point guard Rod Ladd left when 
he transferred after the 1991-92 season. 
Although there should be pressure on Har­
ris to make up for Ladd's departure, he said, 
"I don't feel any pressure at all. I do what I 
have to do for the team. " 

According to Smith , Harris appears to 
have adjusted well to the role of otTensive 

by Brian French 
staff writer 

A transfer from Imperial Valley Junior 
College, Terrence Gibson came to VCU in 
the hopes of getti ng playing time at a Divi­
sion I school. 

He's getting that, and much more. 
[n the first four games this year, he's 

averaging 15 poi nts per game, and, along 
with Mike Hargett, a backup guard team 
has formed to rel ieve Kenny Harris and 
Chris Brower. They are more than holding 
their own in this position. 

Gibson was a little supl; sed that he got so 
much playing time early in theseason.Asked 
ifhe expected the time on the court that he 
has had, Gibson replied "Yes and no. I ex­
pected to play (some this season ), but on ly 
enough to help the team. 30 minutes, 10 
minutes, whatever is needed to help the 
team win." 

Terrence DanteGibson was born Julyl6, 
1972, in Columbia, S. C. His major at VCU 
is accounting 

As a starter at Impedal Valley, Gibson 
averaged 20 points, 7.6 rebounds and 6.6 
assists per game. Be also I ~d the team in 
)'lnints; rebounds, assists'anll'$te:1k during' 
the 1991-92 season, leatling'thert1 to thb 

.~-l:i..:.:..:....~ ..... ~~ ..... "":':Wi>.:.::;;::;::';;I. ... ~~~!~~.9.~?:~: .~~~.t:I'!ence title. 

leader. 
"Kenny's doing a good job," Smith said . 

"He puts good pressure on the basketball 
and because of that our defense is a lot 
better." 

As for team expectations, Harris doesn't 
hesitate to make predictions. 

"Hopefully, we'll make it to the NCAA 
(tournament) and on the way, the Metro 
Championship," Harri s said. "Hopefully, 
we'll have a 20-plus season. It will be a team 
etTort. We havea lotoftal ented players. And 
with our talent , defense and depth , we can 
do a lot thi s season." 
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Rich Mount 
by Brian French 
staff writer 

Rich Mount was born January 
25,1970, in Lebanon , Indiana, and 
was raised in that town. He gradu­
ated from Lebanon High School, 
where he became the 13th all-time 
leading scorer in Indiana high 
school history. After that, he went 
on to Purdue University in West 
Lafayette, Indiana, where his fa­
ther, Rick Mount, had played. 

During his freshman season at 
Purdue, Mount scored 12 points a 
game in the 1 7 games he played in. 
However, Mount transferred to 
Virginia Commonwealth Univer­
sity in the fall ofl991. After sitting 
out a season, he returned to var­
sity play. 

"I feel thatlcancontribute hard 
play overall," Mount continued. 
When asked about his biggest 
weakness in his game, Mount re­
plied "Mostly ball-handling." 

Mount a lso admitted the diffi­
culties of playing in the shadow of 
his father, who was the fourth high­
est scorer in Indiana high school 
history, and the two-time runner­
up to Lew Alcindor for college 
Player of the Year. Asked if pres­
sure to be like his father had any­
thingtodowith his transfer, Mount 
replied "It is in a way. I needed to 
get away from playing (in that 
atmosphere)." 

"It was mixed emotions," said 
Mount concerning his transfer to 
VCU. "I had buddies on that team, 
and I sti ll keep in touch with them. 
ButI had to be happy with myself." 

staff photo by Derrick W8ShirlQlon 

A transfer from Purdue, Rich Mount rises up for two points against 
UNH in the season opener as Kendrick Warren and Alvin Mobley look 
on. 

Rodney Ashby 
by Leanne Anama 
associate editor 

Looking pasttheRams'big men 
on the court might uncover junior 
Rodney Ashby on the floor ready to 
contribute. 

The 6-7 forward saw limited 
action last season, appearing in 
only 15 games. But coach Sonny 
Smith suggested that Ashby will 
get more court time this year. 

"His role is the same as last year 
but with added playing time," 
Smith said. 

"He's a great hustler a nd he has 
learned a lot. He losta lotofweight 
so that he can get up the court 
quicker. He's the guy coming off 
the bench to get some time in." 

Ashby has a selfless attitude 
when it comes to his 
rol e for. the Rams. 
"My ex pected role is to go in and 
play defense, don't work for a shot 
but create shots for other people," 
Ashby said. "I'll come in and play 
where they (the coaches) ask me to 
play. It's better for the team." 

.Ashby, a native of Petersburg, 
Va., transferred from Richard 
Bland Community College after 
playing his freshma n year there. 
He came to the VCU program as a 
walk-on in 1990 and earned him­
self a spot on the roster. 

Sonny Smith said Ashby im­
pressed him, ~because he wanted 

it bad, he hustled and he liked 
VCU a lot and those things make a 
lot of difference." 

He red-shirted the 1990-91 sea­
son so he could improve his basket­
ball skills, which paid offin the end 
because he earned a scholarship 
for the 1991-92 season. 

Highlights of Ashby's contribu­
tions to the team last season spot­
light VCU's victory over Old Do­
minion, in which Ashby had four 
points and a pair of rebounds for 
the night and the Memphis State 
game, in which he had two points 
and four rebounds. 

"I don't have enough athletic 
ability a nd I t ry to make up forit in 
hustle a nd things like that," Ashby 
said. 

Over the off-season , Ashby 
worked ha rd toimprove his overall 
game. At the suggestion of the 
coaches, he lost weight so that he 
could be quicker on the court. Now 
he sports a new, leaner look. 

"\ lost a lot of weight, which 
helped me be quicker," Ashby said. 
"And with the new defense where 
we playa more up-tempo game, we 
use more players. I lost the weight 
so that other players and 'coach 
would have more confidence in me." 

Hustle is the name of 
junior Rodney Ashby's 
game, here seen in the 
season opener against 
UNH. 

The administrative justice ma­
jor plans on helping out anywhere 
he qm to make tlie Rams, a bette~ , 
team. 

Tyron McCoy 
by Jim Johns 
staff writer 

Soft-spoken and confident, Tyron 
McCoy has a l,mique role on the basket­
ball team. 

Even though this is McCoy's second 
year, seven of the team's eight new play­
ers are older than he is. 

As a sophomore, McCoy has more ex­
perience playing at Virginia Common­
wealth University than manyofhisteam­
mates, like junior transfer guard Kenny 
Harris and senior transfer guard Mike 
Hargett . 

"Both Kenny and Mike have great 
leadership ability," McCoy said, noting · 
their experience at other schools. "I listen 
to them and get pointers from them." 

He is focused on helping the Rams win 
the Metro Conference and on securing a 
bid to the NCAA Tournament. 

Extraneouscircumstancesaren'tadis­
traction for his basketball or his studies. 

For instance, head coach Sonny Smith 
announced if he doesn't have a winning · 
season he will leave VCU. The poten­
tially distracting situation doesn't faze 
the 210-pound forward. 

"I haven't really thought about it," 
McCoy said. "Some players may think 
about it, but I think we're going to have a 
pretty goodseason. That(situation) is not 
really on my mind." 

McCoy, a business administration stu­
dent, said balancing his athletic career 
and \lis academics is no easy task. Prac­
tice time, which cannot exceed 20 hours a 
week according to NCAA rules, and 
classes occupy most of his time. 

"That's the hardest job there is, "McCoy 
said with a sigh. "There's a lot of long 
nights of studying. I can't do things I 
want to do." 

Parties and other extracurricular ac­
tivities take a raincheckin favor of study­
ing. 

After his college basketball career, 
McCoy plans to enter the business world. 

"I don't really plan to play basketball 
after college," McCoy said. "It's not my 
first priority." 

In addition to learning business, he 
and the. rest of the team are learning this 
year's plays. He said everyone is picking 
up the plays, but perfecting them is the 
hard part. 

"Most of us know the plays," McCoy 
said, adding that executing the timing 
and cutting correctly will make plays . 
flow. That is what the team is working 
on now. 

As both McCoy's and VCU's sopho­
more season in the Metro Conference 
begins, he sees several old rivalries 
continuing and others developing. 

"I think there will always be rival­
ries with the old Sunbelt schools," he 
said, for example Old Dominion. 

"For me a developing rivalry is 
Tulane because they're really good. 
That was a tough game, (Tulane at 
VCU: 87-85). They won in overtime." 

McCoy said Tulane had lost that 
week and really wanted to win. 

"But we also wanted to beat them," 
he said. 

McCoy said the fans down in New 
Orleans are tough. 

"They can get to you down there." 

Mr. SUJTON, CANADA c-_ .... __ > 

ONLY' $20' 
,.,.. .... $nO" , -5 Day LIft TIcket 
S NftIICS lodJIft. 

(MounW_ Condo) 
5 DcIJS 1IICIercOIIe .... AcCIWCIa 
.-.,~Mt._ --~J!:f.o1~e{;r .... iNM""'-

Jan_ 3-8, Jan_ 10-15 & SprlngbT .. k '93 
CAlL $ICJ TRAYD. UNIIMf1'ED 

• -800-999-S'<'·9 
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Mike Hargett 
by Arthur Mills 
managing editor 

After helping his team win the Colonial 
Athletic Association championship as a 
freshman, former Highland Spring basket' 
ball stand out Mike Hargett had little rea­
son to regret leaving the Richmond area for 
the bustling suburbia of Fairfax County and 
George Mason University. 

Receiving the personal accolades that 
come along with averaging more than 17 
pointsagameduringhisjunioryear, Hargett 
found himself a respected player for a solid 

- program. 
But something was missing. 
Hargett chari shed his time at George 

Mason, saying that it allowed him to grow, 
but he found that the satisfaction of a good 
college experience wasn't enough to over­
come the desire to be close to his wife and 
first child back in Richmond. 

A father of two , Hargett married his high 
school girlfriend and saw the birth of his 
first child, Samantha, during hisjunior year 
at Mason, prompting his transfer to VCU. 

Happy to be back, Hargett has at least 
one fan in Coach Sonny Smith. 

"(He will bring) experience, aggressive­
ness, moreeffortand leadershiptothe team," 
Smith said, adding that his teammates al­
ready have a great deal of respect for him. 
"He is already one of the most popular play­
ers on the team. 

"He fini shed with the fourth-most votes 
for captain, which shows how popular he is 
with the other players." 

Believingthat the popularity he has with 
his teammates comes from the respect they 
have for him as a father to Samantha, 18 
months, and Micah-Joelle, who is just two 
weeks old, Hargett said his family has 
changed him. 

"My family has helped me as far as grow­
ing - making me more assertive on the 
court and in the classroom," he said. "(My 
family) has made mea more driven person." 

After sitting out the Rams disappointing 
season a year ago, Hargett hopes that drive 
will help translate into victories for his tal­
ented new team. 

"This team seems to be much more ma­
ture than my last one at Mason," Hargett 
said. "The attit"de has been great." 

If the team succeeds, Hargett ;~id , the 
credit would have to go to the often-criti­
cized Smith. 

Standing a generous press guide mea­
surement at 5'10", Hargett adds depth to 
VCU's guard posit ion bring his scoring abil­
ity to both the point and shooting guard 
slots, though his defensive skills will be 
more helpful. 

"He is very well built, powerfully built," 
Smith said. "(His build ) makes him an excel­
lent defender. He takes defense as a per­
sonal challenge." 

Hargett agreed that his defense is a 
strength that could help him attain his goal 
of playing professional basketball when his 
college career comes to an end. 

"I want to go on after this and play some­
where," he said. "I want the NBA and with 
my size defense is important. A lot of guys 
can shoot, but nota lotofguyscan shoot and 
play defense." 
Article reprinted from the Henrico Gazette . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... . ... 
THE LIST 

WVCW. The No. I Colle!!e Mllsic Stalioll 
640 AM 011 CampllslI05.3 (olllillellla/ Cahle FM 

The Top 10 Tunes of the Year 1992 

1_ Cure - Friday J'm In Love 
2_ XTC - Ballad of Peter Pumpkinhead 
3. Red Hot Chili Peppers - Under the Bridge 
4. Pearl Jam - Even Flow 

, 5. 8-52's - Good Stuff 
6. Matthew Sweet - Girlfriend 
7. Live - Operation Spirit 
8. Toad the Wet Sprocket - Alii Want 
9. Material Issue - What Girls Want 
10. Cracker - Teen Angst 

Look out forthese #I ' s in 1993's year-end list: 
Peter Gabriel and R.E.M: ......................................... 

Konstantin Papeliaev 
by Drew Geary 
associate editor 

Konstantin Pepeliaev is tal l. Really tall. 
He's also the first Russian to ever play 

collegiate basketball in the United States. 
A native of Perm, Russia, Pepeliaev is 

listed at 7-2 and is one offour seniors on the 
VCU squad. Though his frame only carries 
220 pounds, the la.vky Pepeliaev has an 
armspan that makes him qui te an imposing 
player under the basket. 

Pepeliaev appeared in 21 games last sea­
son, but the one against South Florida on 
Jan. 18 was perhaps the most memorable. 
During a stretch of six minutes he scored a 
season-high six points and grabbed three 
rebounds against a more talented and mus­
cular Gary Alexander to help lead the Rams 
to a 71·63 triumph over the Bulls. 
. "When I came here (The United States) I 
went through all three steps of culture shock," 
said Pepeliaev, the tallest player in VCU 
history. "First you're surprised, then you 
hate everything and then you start liking 
everything. I feel like I adjusted really well." 

photo courtesy of Sports Information 

Although not expected to rack up a 
plethora of playi ngti me this year, Pepeliaev, 
who wants to coach basketball after college, 
IS an able veteran who Coach Smith can 
turn to when a spark is needed to li ft the 
Rams. 

I I ~(Il1'rc a l'() l k~c ~rad 1()(I"in~ lor a 

l·arL'c r."\\L' .)Iln I Ill' (Ipportunily lor . . . 

Managelnent in less 
than a year! 

Take charge of your future willl lIle NO. I COMPANY IN ITS FIELD. 
AMERICAN FROZEN FOODS. We have immediate openings for 
COMPETITIVE GRADUATES wilh LEADERSHIP AB ILITY and 
STRONG PEOPLE SKILLS. OUf expansion plans include 
PROMOTING 40 NEW SALES MANAGERS from our Fast Track 
Training Program within the next two years. We're looking for individuals 
who enjoy hard work. and love the challenge. If you' re the right candidate. 
you could be a Manager. EARNING $SOK-$IOOK WITHIN ONE 
YEAR! Look for us in the National College Placement Association's 1992 
Career Resource Digest as one of the top 100 best companies to work for 
in America. We have sales omces in your local area as well as from 
Maine to Florida and as far west as Minnesota. 

Please call or send resume immediately to: Roben Kane. V.P. Recruitment 
American Frozen Foods. Inc. 

National Recruitment Office Attn: Dept. C 
III Sibley Ave., 2nd floor 

Ardmore, PA 19003. 
800-241-7187 

AMERICAN 
FROZEN FOODS, INC. 

..... Opportun~ .... Ioy ... 

• Attention Undergraduates: Outstanding sales/management 
INTERNSHIPS now available-<:all for details. 
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WOlllen's Metro Tealll Previe"Ws 
by Jason T. Bonardi 
editor 

• LouisviUe Cardinals 
1991-92 Record: 20-9 
1991-92 Metro: 11-1, First 
Head Coach: Bud Childers 

Preview· 
Lastyear'sLadyCardinal team was some­

thing of a monster, hurting teams with their 
powerful inside play and deft shooting. Not 
worried about making friends along the 
way, the Cards continually beat up on oppo­
nents en route to a 11-1 conference mark. 

This year's team promises to be much 
like the last three Cardinal teams, who have 
had just as many consecutive winning sea­
sons for head coach Bud Childers. 

Returning three starters and 10 
letterwinners, the two players who should 
lead the way this season are inside bangers 
Nell Knox (14.9 ppg, 5.4 rpg) and Kelly Rose 
(9.1 ppg,D.4 rpg.) 

Knox, a senior, has been an bigpartofthe 
Cardinal offense in her three years on the 
squad. She has a lready scored 1,269 points 
and should break all of U of L's scoring 
records this year. 

Rose, a 6-1 center, a threat both offen­
sively and defensively, should take some of 
the scoring pressure off Knox and lead the 
team in rebounding. 

At guard, senior Carol Edwards (5.7 ppg, 
3.4apg. ) will start at the point position after 
sitting out last s.eason due to medical 
redshirt. 

The two-guard will be Jody Martin (9.0 
ppg, 4.2 rpg, 2.5 apg) who should bring the 
defense out to the perimeter, allowing the 
inside players more room. 

Depth is the Cards big strength this year, 
as Childers has depth at virtually every 
position . 

Senior Jenny Pearson (7.1 ppg, 4.6 rpg) 
will spell the inside players with sophomore 
center Jennifer Bursley (2.1 ppg, 1.3 rpgl 

Renee Huntsinger (3.7 ppg,3.0 rpg), who 
hit.787 from the free throw line lastseason, 
will give a li ft to Martin and Edwards in the 
back court. 

With just four freshmen, the Cardinals 
are o\ferflowingwith the experience it takes 
to win the Metro. 

• UNC Charlotte 
1991-92 Record: 20-8 
1991-92 Metro: 8-4, Third 
Head Coach: Ed Baldwin 

Team Preview· 
Senior forward CharI ita Davis (15.6 ppg, 

7.0 rpg) was an All-Metro selection a year 
ago is now set to give the4gers the boost they 
need to compete in the Metro this year. 

Head Coach Ed Baldwin , who came to 
UNCC four years ago, can now look at his 
roster and see that everyone on the sheet is 
someone who he recruited. 

The energetic coach has 10 letterwinners 
on the squad for the 1992-93 campaign. The 
team has produced at least 20 wins the past 
three seasons. 

Thedownfall of the 4gers this season will 
be the absence of last year's Metro Fresh­
man of the Year Markita Aldridge, who will 
sit out this season due to a knee injury. Oct. 
26 Aldridge underwent reconstructive sur­
gery to repair a torn anterior eruciate liga­
ment in her left knee. 

The other two forwards, Angela Barden 
(11.0 ppg, 6.4 rpg) and Julia Burton (10.6 
ppg, 5.4 rpg), are ready to give UNCC a 
balanced attack in the frontcourt. 

Barden, a sophomore" was named to the 
All-Rookie team last year. 

At the guard spot, Tammy Gilliam (3.0 
apg, 7.9 ppg, 3.5 rpg, 2.3 spg) returns as the 
only player to start every game last season . 

Sophomore guard Angie Woods will give 
the team strength around the perimeter. 
Last year she hit a school-record .456 from 
the three-point range. 

The center position will be filled by 6-3 
junior Heather Hart, who averaged 5.7 
points, 6.0 rebounds and 1.2 blocks per game 
last season. 

With only two newcomers and the ab­
sence of Aldridge, the 4gers are going to 
have to rely on their experience if they plan 
to win 20 games this season. 

• South Florida 
1991-92 Record: 13-15 
1991-92 Metro: 3-9, Sixth (tie) 
Head Coach: Trudi Lacey 

Team Preview· 
The loss of Angie Snyder, who left S. 

Florida last year after becoming the all-time 
3-point shooter, No. 2 all-time scorer and 
No.2 all-time assist leader, will hurt the 
Bulls. But it won't ki ll them. 

Head coach Trudi Lacey looking forward 
to a team with a lot of depth and the most 
players Lacey has ever had (12). 

Four of the six new players are from the 
junior college ranks, which should help the 
Bulls compete in the ever improving Metro 
Conference. 

Sophomore Tamara Johnson (1.3 ppg, 
1.2 rpgJ will return to the guard position. 
She provided a spark off the bench last year 
and see even more playing time this season. 

At the shooting guard position, who has 
the monumental task of filling Snyder's 
shoes, wi ll be Tammy Van Oppen. She is an 
all-around player who should provide a bulk 
of the scoring, as well as rebounding and 
blocking. 

At 6-1, Van Oppen creates a match-up 
problem for the teams in the Metro. 

Van Oppen was named Illinois State's 
Miss Basketball last year after averaging 
20.1 points, 9.8 rebounds and 3.0 blocks for 
Limestone Community High School in 
Bartonville, III. 

Senior Kristi Poore (7.0 ppg, 7.8 rpg) and 
junior Renee Bellamy (12.6 ppg, 5.4 rpg) are 
the returnees at the forward spot. 

Poore led the team in rebounding and 
steals (1.9 spg), while Bellamy led the team 
in scoring and assists (4.7 apg) last season. 

Bellamy set a USF single-season record 
with 131 assists, and is expected to return to 
the small forward position after playing the 
two-guard last year. 

The center position belongs to Keira 
Rozier(9.5 ppg, 7.2 rpg), who will return for 
her sophomore year after being named to 
the Metro All-Freshman team. 

Rozier will be spelled by Kristi Cheatham 
(2.5 ppg, 1.8 rpg), who will provide depth at 
the center spot. She played in every game 
last year and is the Bulls most expensive 
player. 

• Southern Mississippi 
1991-92 Record:21-10 
1991-92 Metro: 9-3, Second 
Head Coach: Kay James 

Team Preview-
If! may use the opening statement about 

S. Miss uS'E!d in the'Metl'o's Media guide, I'll 
tell you that last season, Southern Missis-

sippi head coach Kay James guided her 
Lady Eagles to a 21-10 record, a Metro 
Conference tournament championship and 
their fifth appearance in the NCAA Tourna­
ment. 

One of the team's biggest highs last year 
came at the conference tournament when 
USM beat Louisville for the title. It was an 
admirable feat considering the Cards had 
beaten USM twice during the regular sea­
son. 

With eight returning letterwinners and 
fournewcomers tQthe squad, James expects 
a quicker and more experienced team. A 
team that not only will compete for the 
Metro, but also for a trip to the NCAA's. 

AlI-AmericaJaniceFelder(20.5ppg,10:4 
rpg) returns for herjuniorcampaign. Felder 
is considered one of the best to ever play 
women's basketball. She was named Metro 
Player of the Year last year. 

The center position will be shared by 
Angela Sanders (3.6 ppg, 3.3 rpg) and fresh­
man Melissa Collins. 

J ames is counting on both players to 
provide defense against some of the tough 
post players in the Metro Conference. 

Sophomore Patricia Nash will be looked 
upon to handle the duties at point guard. 

The pistol on the team is Tanya Bullock -
(13.4 ppg, 3.5 rpg, 4.6 apg), who will return 
to the No. 2 guard position. Bullock, a 5-9 
junior, was an all-conference performer last 
year. 

USM will also benefit from the talent of 
Retha Greer, a junior college All-America, 
who will play at the small forward spot. 

JamesexpectsGreertorankamongteam 
leaders in both scoring and rebounding. 

·Tulane 
1991-92 Record: 9-19 
1991-92 Metro: 4-S, Fourth (tie) 
Head Coach: Candi Harvey 

Team Preview-
The forwards will be the mainstay of the 

Green Wave this season. 
Junior Keisha Johnson and freshman 

Mary Ann Marino to create a winning com­
bination. 

Johnson (14.3 ppg, 9.2 rpg) is one of the 
most gifted athletes on the team and was 
among the leaders in the conference in re­
bounding last year. 

Marino, who is considered by nearly ev­
ery expert to be the best player to emerge 
from the Louisiana High School ranks in 
1992, is one of the most heralded recruits in 
the history of Lady Wave basketball. 

Together, the two hope to dominate the 
inside game along with senior Cassandra 
Howell (3.6 ppg, 4.0 rpg) and sophomore 
Kathey Young (4.3 ppg, 2.5 rpg). 

At the center position will be Sarah Cap­
tain (5.2 ppg, 5.0 rpg), a 6-2 senior, who has 
the track inside the paint this season with 
e!<perienced reserves ready to step in. 

Guard Kristi Pertuit(8.1 ppg, 2.6 rpg, 1.7 
apg) is coming off possibly one of the best 
freshman seasons a Tulane player has ever 
had. The 5-6 sophomore played in every 
game, starting the final 17. 

Pertuit will lead a quartet of dead-eye 
shooters at the shooting guard position, 
including Deborah Rusch (10.9 ppg, 3.1 rpg, 
2.9 apg, 1.8 spg) a 5-7 junior, who is the 
team's leading three-point shooter (37 of 
121). . 

The point guard position will be filled by 
Roma Coleman (7.7 ppg, 4.1 rpg, 4.5 apg, 2.2 
spg). The 5-8 sophomore was named to the 
Metro Conference All-Rookie team last year. 

She was the only player to start every 
game last year and has demonstrated that 

she can get the ball into the scorer's hands. 
An interesting note aboutthe Green Wave 

is that coach Candi Harvey has a 100 per­
cent graduation rate for all four-year play­
ers. 

·Virginia Tech 
1991-92 Record: 10-1S 
1991-92 Metro: 3-9, Sixth (tie) 

Team Preview-
The Hokies are young; 11 oftheteam's 13 

players are freshmen or sophomores. 
Head coach Carol Alfano doesn't seem to 

mind though. She believes her team has 
more quality depth than at any time in the 
program's history. 

The Hokies will be two and three players 
deep at every position so there will be com­
petition for the starting roles. 

The lone senior on Tech's 1992-93 team is 
Lisa Griffith (12.3 ppg, 4.8 rpg). 

The 6-3 center was named to the AlI­
Metro Conference second team last year. 

What's more, she can also hit the 3-
pointer. Last year she shot 50 percent from 
the field and 48 percent from bonus land. 
She was the Metro's third most accurate 
three-point shooter and will be the team 
leader again this year from behind the arc. 

Shooting guard Sue Logsdon, who is back 
after knee surgery, will be looked upon to 
provide leadership this year. 

Logsdon, whoisasenior, was a Metro AlI­
Rookie selection in 1990-91 and finished 
fourth in the nation in free throw shooting 
that year with a .889 percentage. 

Alfano will also look to Christi Osborne 
(10.2 ppg, 5.1 rpg) to score, rebound and play 
solid defense. She became Tech's second 
MetroAlI-Rookieselection in two years when 
she earned the honor last year. 

Power forward Angela Donnell (6.6 ppg, 
5.3 rpg) will be asked to repeat her board 
crashing performance last year as she led 
the team in rebounding. 

With the young talent and the experience 
of the leaders, the Virginia Tech Hokies are 
looking for a rebuilding year. 

All-American 
candidate 

Anna Pavlikhina 
All-Metro performer Anna 

Pavlikhina will be shooting for an AlI­
American season this year. Last year 
she ranked 25th in the nation in scoring 
(20.5). 

• 
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vcu 
by Jason T. Bonardi 
editor 

One of the many strengths of the VCU 
women's basketball team this year is expe­
rience. 

With all the players from last year's team 
returning, head coach Susan Walvius didn't 
need to waste time with introductions. 

Sure there are some new players, but all 
of them have played injuniorcollege or on a 
national team. 

So the idea was to once again improve on 
a team that has steadily improved since 
Walvius took over. 

In fact, Walvius has improved her win 
total by five more games than the previous 
season both year's. 

She inherited a team that had won seven 
games the year before. Since then, she has 
won 12 and 17 respectively. 

This year the Rams seem to have started 
where they left off last year. 

The first game they defeated Delaware 
State 81 -59 and then lost a heartbreaker to 
No.23 Auburn 54-53. 

Tuesday night they rebounded to post a 
72-67 win over Old Dominion. It was the 
first time VCU defeated the Lady Monarchs 
since 1974-75. 

Nobody wantstohearit, but don't look for 

Heather Harlow 
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Walvius to be around much longer. She's 
young and good, and some big name schools 
are starting to get the word. 

Getting back to the Rams; They won four 
oftheir last five games before being knocked 
out of the semi-finals of the Metro Tourna­
ment at the hands of Louisville 88-80. 

"I felt at that point that we were playing 
like a top 20 team," Walvius said. "The 
Louisville game will be hard to forget." 

Walvius said that if the team picks up 
where they left off last year, they should be 
in contention for the conference champion­
ship. 

Here are the players to watch. 

STACY AGEE #12 
5-5 Guard, Scottsville, VA 

Don't let the cute smile fool you. Stacy 
Agee is tough. 

Hailing from Buckingham County High 
School, Agee has been the backcourt leader 
for the Rams for the past two years. 

Due to an administrative error in her 
counseling office, Agee won't be able to com­
pete until January, but that's just a test as 
far as she's concerned. 

liMy teammates are giving me a lot of 
support," she said before the start of the 
season. "I just hope this mistake doesn't 

Beth Mollerup. 

happen again to someone else ." 
During the first half of the season, Agee 

is taking stats and providing a boost of 
support from the bench. 

"Stacy is learning so much just watching 
from the bench ," Walvius said. "She's still 
practicing and is looking forward to her first 
game next semester." 

During her junior season she finished 
seventh in the nation in steals per game, 
snaring 4.12 a contest. Her total of11 4 was 
good enough for best in the conference. 

She also ranked among the leaders in the 
conference in assists per game. 

To give you an idea of her quickness, 
condsiderth'is. She moved into second on the 
single season steals list and third on tbe all­
time career list in steals with the Rams last 
year. 

She also set a Metro Conference and 
school record with 11 steals versus Virginia 
Tech (1 /4/92). 

And get this, Agee has at least one steal 
in 54 consecutive games. 

Agee a lso can score, reaching double 
fiqures in 14 games last season. 

Againsttop-ranked Virginia, she recorded 
14 points, nine rebounds, five steals and 
three assists. 

Majoring in Physical Education , Agee 
was the Seminole District Playerofthe Year 
while in high school. 

As a senior she averaged 27 points, 3 
assists and seven steals . 

HEATHER HARLOW 
#13 

5-8 Guard , Spottswood, VA 

Harlow has had a change of duty this 
year, but has performed well in her sur­
roundings position. 

Taking over for Stacey Agee, Harlow, 
who is normally the Rams off-guard, has 
taken over the point duties and proceeded to 
average just under seven points per game 
andsix rebounds a contest. 

With the transition of Russian Natalia 
Nikulina taking longer tha n expected, 
Ha rlow is getti ng a lot of time. 

Last year Harlow, who's nickname is "H­
squared," ranked 10th in the Metro in steals 
p'er game (1.70). 

A member of the AlA Europe Competing 
That went to Czechoslavakia and Hungary 
in 1991, Harlow has consistently improved 
her first three years. 

In high school Harlow averaged 14.5 
points, five steals and fi ve assists per con­
test. She was selected to the fi rst team All­
State, Region and District while at 
Riverheads High School. ., .... . . 

Harlqw is a physical therapY.lv.ajor, ,.: .. 
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JENNIFER MELTON 
#44 

5-10 Guard, Troy, VA 

If the Rams gave the "Most Improved 
Player" award, last year's plaque would 
most certain ly go to Melton. 

Theseniorguard scored in double figures 
14 times last year, averaging9.4 a game. An 
improvement from 6.3 in her sophomore 
campaign. 

Melton was the fifth-best free throw 
shooter in the Metro with a 77.5 percentage 
clip. 

She also had 13 games with four or more 
rebounds and 15 games with three or more 
assists. 

And her scoring in the Metro was at 1 0.4 
points a game. 

Melton works ha rd both on and off the 
court. The senior was cl ass valedictorian in 
high school and was selected to the Sun Belt 
Conference honor roll as a freshm an. 

Melton is majoring in economics. 

BETH MOLLERUP-4t23 
5-11 Forward, Waynesboro, VA 

Many would argue, including this wri ter, 
that senior forward Beth Mollerup was the 
team's most valuable player last year. And 
not Anna Pavlikhina. 

Mollerup does two things Pavlikhina 
doesn't. Rebound and rebound some more. 

Molly, as she is called by her teammates, 
although I've never heard it, led the Metro 
Conference in rebounding last year. 

She can score too. Against Hampton, 
Mollerup recorded 23 points a nd 24 rebounds 
(a VCU record). 

She was ranked 19th in the country in 
rebounding with a season total of 309. 

If you're tired of heari ng about the re­
bounding, li sten to this. 

Mollerup ranked third in the Metro in 
free throw percentage and eighth in scoring. 
She had a streak of! 6 games with 1 0 or more 
points. 

She lettered four sports in three years in 
high school ; basketball , volleyball and track. 

Mollerup is majoring in marketi ng. 

ANNA PAVLIKHINA 
#42 

6-2 GuardIForward, St. Petersburg, 
Russia 

Last year was the year of the three­
pointer for Anna Pavlikhina, who by the 
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time she was through, ranked 27th in the 
~ation in scoring and first in the Metro at 
20.6 a game. 
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DAWNITA 
PRICE #50 

Al)N\-r S!)XONS? 

11 

+. ' 

This prolific scorer, who led VCU in scor­
ing 21 times, scored 598 points last year. 
That's 437 more than in her sophomore 
year. 

She should be closing in on the 1,000 
point mark in the later part of the season. 

6-3 Center, Blacksburg, 
VA 

As a sophomore, Dawnita 
Price saw her minutes increase 
last year to 18.2 a contest. 
Look for more of the same this 
year. 

YES , TI-IE.SE GIRLS 
ARE C:oRE.AT! 

The only part ofPavlikhina's game that 
is suspect is her defense. 

"She's not always the most productive 
player out on the court: Walvius said. "She 
may score 20 points, but then give up 20 on 
the other end." 

Walvius says that Pavlikhina is defi ­
nitely an All-American candidate, she just 
needs to work on her defense a nd become 
more aggressive on the boards. 

On a more personal note, Pavlikhina 
say~ her biggest sports thri ll was winning 
the World Championships in 1989asa mem­
ber of the Russian 2- and-under team. 

Pavlikhina, who was the first Russian 
pl ayer to compete at the Division I level, is 
majoring in physical education. 

TAMMY CARTER #21 
5-7 Guard, Sterling, VA 

Having to sit out last season after trans­
ferring from Old Dominion , Tammy Carter 
mi ssed an entire year of game s ituations. 

The time ofT hasn't helped, but Carter is 
ready this year. 

With such a deep bench at the guard 
position , she may not see much time, but 
like many talented scholarship athletes, 
Carter is a leader and a role player. 

She attended King William High School, 
where she was named Female Ath lete of the 
Year in 1987-88 and 1988-89. She was also 
a four-year letterman in basketball and 
volleyball. 

Carter also scored over 1,000 points in 
her high school career, and lettered three 
years in softball and track. 

Majoring in physical education, Carter 
was class president her sophomore through 

~ senior years. 

KAROL KING #11 
5-11 Forward, Scarborough, Ontario 

A tra nsfer from Mt. Aloysius Junior Col­
lege, Karol King is probably the Rams most 
athletic athlete. 

Averaging12 pointsagame last year, her 
team went 28-6 a nd ranked eighth nation­
ally. 

At the begi nning of this season Walvius 
said she expected a lot from King, who 
incidently can grab the rim. 

"She hasn't caught onto the system yet," 
Walvius said after one of the Rams' exhibi­
tion games. "She one of our most athletic 
players and we need her out there, but she 
needs to run the offenses." 

King is majoring in _Mass Communica­
tions. 

KAREN PARKER #31 
6-0 Forward, Severna Pa rk, MD 

With the addition ofSvetianaPankratova, 
Karen Parker has seen little action through 
the Ra ms first few games. 

"Karenisagoodoffensive player,"Walvius 
said. "Bu t I'ight now we are looking at pro­
ductivi ty a nd Svetlana is one of our most 
productive." 

Ajunior, Parker averaged 11.4 minutes 
last year, scoling double figures in four 
games. 

Her season highs lastyearwere, l3points 
versus Siena and eight rebounds against 

Although VCU has added 
more height to the team, 
Walvius seems to like a big 
team in the game. 

Price, who started17 games 
last year, finished among the 
top five in the Metro in blocked 
shots with a 0.8 contest. 

Thi s year Price has contin­
ued the shot blocki ng, stuffing 
ODU's Pam Huntley in her 
attempt to tie the game in the 
waning minutes of the Rams 
72-67 win . 

Scored a career high 14 
points in the season finale 
against Louisville. 

Price is majoring in psy­
chology. 

TASHA 
COURTNEY #30 

5-10 Forward, Springfield, VA 

Saw action in twenty games last seaspn 
before being sidelined with a broken nose 
against Southern Miss. 

Scored 27 pointsandgrabbed 17 rebounds 
on the season. Now back for her sophomore 
season, Courtney has already seen an in­
crease in minutes this season. 

Her biggest output last season was 
against James Madison , when she had four 
points and grabbed three rebounds. 

Courtney is majoring in business. 

NIAMH DARCY #54 
6-4 Center, Dublin , Ireland 

Niamh started the final six Rams games 
lastseason. ln games that she started, Darcy 
averaged 7.0 a game. 

Probably happy that she no longer has 
the distinction of being the team's tallest 
player. But I can't say for sure. 

Last year she was the fift!> leading scorer 
on the team at 5.9., while shooting a team­
best 49 percent from the field. 

Was second on the team in rebounds and 
blocked shots. 

Majoring in physiotherapy. 

KIM LAUDERDALE #32 
5-9 Guard, Chantilly, VA 

One of many ,0phomOl'es on the team, 
Kim Lauderdale isgoing to have to make the 
best of her t ime ~ut on the court. 

Lauderdale, who se:ected VCU over rival 
Richmond, can hit the outside shot and 
shou ld get a chance to take it. 

But if she's to get some decent minutes, 
she needs to make the mORt of all her time in 
the game. 

She scored a season-h igh five points on 
three separate occassions, while playi ng in 
17 gaines. 

Kim is majoring in physical education. 

NATALIA NIKULINA 
#14 

5-11 Guard, St. Petersburg, Russia 

AN" 
,MoRe: ? 

WAL.VT.US 

is on the way, Natalia can concentrate on 
what she does best. . 

Captai n oftheSovietNational Team that 
won the European Championships,Nikulina 
is an excellent ballhandler and has great 
court vision . 

"She's getting better and better eac\l 
game." Walvius said. 

Nikulina is one of three Rams who at­
tended the Lesgaft Institute in Russia, 

SVETLANA 
PANKRATOVA #35 
6-7 Center, St. Petersburg, Russia 

The tallest female basketball player in 
VCU history just walked in the room, 

You try not to stare, but her height is 
pretty amazing. She's 6-7, which means she 
looks right into the eyes of most ofthe men's 

South Florida . . Before the start. of the season, Natalia 
Parker is majoring iJ'l, Biology and is Nikulill'a kij~v., sor!tetHing w;;~m issiIl!::' J\er ;'" 

interest.ed in Veterinary Medicine. two-year-old son Boris . . ,:. :,-; .. ~ .. . . '.-:~1. . ' 
"'rr;: , .. :~! " 1 .':." • " .' , ,1. '" I t .'} !. ·r.,) . Nowthat'Boiis , i$Jl1e~ andhert{usband .. :t1 

~lr, :. ~', ,i , l},.' f.: : ',i}" "~.(~, ;;r ' tl. \ ·,.) t ",.'. '} ,1 1')\1 

team. 
Consider this: she's nine inches taller 

tha n Mike Hargett. 
Has already vied for a starting spot and 

with only sophomore status, has the poten­
tial to have a great career with VCU. 

She was a member of the Soviet Junior 
National Team. 

ROBERTA ROBINSON 
#24 

6-1 Forward, Wheeling, WV 

Sat out last year as a redshirt and ap­
pears to be out again this year. 

She played the first ten games of the 
1990-91 season, but has not played since 
then because of shoulder and ann problems. 

Robinson's major is business manage­
ment. 

•• 
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IF YOU THOUGHT COLLEGE WAS 
EXPENSIVE, TRY PUTTING YOURSELF 

THROUGH RETIREMENT. 
Think about supporting yourself for 

twenty-five. thirty years or longer 
in retirement. It might be the greatest 
financial testyou'U ever face. Fortunately, 
you have one valuable asset in your 
favor. Time. 

Time to take advantage of tax-deferral. 
Time for your money to grow. 

At TIAA-CREF, we not only under­
stand the value of starting early, we 
can help make it possible-with flexible 
retirement and tax-deferred annuity 
plans. a diverse portfolio of investment 
choices, and a record of personal 
service that spans 75 years. 

F ood"Fight" 
Emptsin 
Neighborhood 
Supermarket 

Produce section after recent food fight. 

Carrots, broccoli, tomatoes, 
even brussels sprouts were 
flying into grocery carts as 
The Great Amencan Food 
Fight Against Cancer broke 
out in area supermarkets. 

Consumers are reacting to 
studies which show that foods 
high in vitamins A and C, high 
in fiber and low in fat, may 
help reduce cancer risk. 

"My husband is getting 
whole grain toast tomorrow 
morning," one shopper de­
clared. A mother was seen 
throwing carrots into her bag. 
"Snacks for the kids," she 
said. " 

Grocers are, of course, 
delighted. "This food fight is 
pretty exciting," said one pro­
duce manager, "and there's 
nothing for me to clean up!" 

The American Cancer Soci­
ety, sponsor of the Food Fight, 
has more information. Call 
1-800-ACS-234S. 

Monday, December 14, 1992 

STUDENT IIARKETI!G IlAH~OER 
OuIgoilQ. saJos .. ;.mad _nc needed for marIoIl-

~ng"':T""":J:~~~~ 
nkyo to work u Promotons RepresenlatiYe. ExciIklrt 
pay. Flexible holJ'S. AI work on C8J!l'IJS. t.tJst be on 
campus dnd avaiable for several school days each 
monIh. 

AI.ERICAN PASSAGE I.EDIA CORPORATION 
215 West Harrison 

Seattle. WA 98"9-<1'07 

For motfI WormIIion,ca. ths 

T''''1oo,~-Y: 

o 

309 Strawberry St. 
Richmond, Va_ 23220 

358 -1910 . ............... . 
a 

progressive 
hair concept ................. 

discover the difference But starting early is key. Consider this: 
if you begin saving just $100 a month at 
age thirty, you can accumulate $192,539' 
by the time you reach age sixty-five. 
Wait ten years and you'd need to set aside 
$227 a month to reach the same goal. 

Over a million people in education 
and research are already enrolled in 
America's largest retirement system. 
Find out how easy it is to join them. Call 
today and learn how simple it is to put 
yourself through retirement when you " 
have time and TIAA-CREF on your side. 

And, be on the lookout for 
Community Crusade volun­
teers armed with shopping 
lists. 

We feature KMS Haircare Products 

Ensuring the future 
for those who shape it:" 

·AuIlmUrg (Vf iIrltrut ralt of 7.5% mJilrd 111 TIM Rdinrrunt Alllfltitiu. This raJr U UJtJ spitl, tl1~ tlu fNlWr IUId 4J«1 11/ cwrrptJlUfJUy. t-,. fir 'igkf ,.tu _IJ I 
product wry dill,."!,,' ruulJs. CREF urtifiuJu art N,rihulrd by TlAA·CREF 1"J,·~i!Ull.IIJ"d IMiJldu"'4/ Se",~u. 

Community Bio-Resources, Inc. 
Until robots replace humans .. . 
... your plasma will always be needed. 

Public Service Message 

.................. 
20 % off 

any hair service when 
you clip and bring in 

this ad 
good January and February 1993 

DID YOU KNOW? YOUR PLASMA SAVES 
LIVES. THE PLASMA YOU DONATE HELPS: 

*Paticnts in shock 
*Bleeding disorders 
*Provide intravenous fluids 

for burns, surgery or 
treatment of illness 

*Protect against infection 
* Accident victims 
*Provide clotting factors for 
Hemophiliacs 

*New research for life-threatening diseases 

We would like to compensate you for your time when giving the gi ft of life_ 
You can earn over $l00-llO per month. 

IBRING THIS AD AND RECEIVE $10 BONUS FOR YOUR 1ST DONATION. I 
Call for info~matiml and/~r :~pi.~:W~~e~ti':?'/""'"':i:·". : ::: .. . ...... · .. ::i .. : .. : .. , 

... ~-, ,:1 East Btead· St. " 804~'648~1685 ,: ::::::::::};m::i;d.lid1m:ORa;iVa~·'2:32·19 ·::·;"·""" 
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~ToP20 
the case in recent years, any talent the . 
Jayhawks have simply serves as a bonus to 
a system that creates winning programs. 
Coach Roy Williams, who coached under 
Dean Smith at North Carolina, has per­
fected Smith's motion offense at Kansas. Of 
course, it doesn't hurt a team to add Darrin 
Hancock, the juco Player of the Year at 
Garden City, to the mix, while sporting a 
solid bench led by Steve Woodberry. 

in the ACC but the gap may be tightening, 
though not necessarily because of advance­
ment the Tarheels part. When Duke lost 
Laettner, the gap closed automatically, the 
only question is if North Carolina can over­
come the loss ofH ubert Davis. Eric Montross 
has improved and George Lynch remains 
college basketballs version of A.C. Green. 
Also, the year before Michigan landed the 
Fab Five, North Carolina had the greatest 
recruiting class of all time. lfrarolina beats 
Duke for ACC supremacy .100' for this team 
to go a long way. 

by Arthur Mills 
managing editor 

After nearly concluding a historic run-at 
an unprecedented third straight NFL Picks 
title,onecouldhardlyblameCommonwealth 
Times stafTmembers for asking the Swami 
to compile the annual Top 20 list for college 
basketball. 

Knowing that I have written the Top 20 
forthe previous two basketball supplements, 
Jason Bonardi , sports editor and partici­
pant in the Picks, decided to keep with the 
policy of "to the victor go the spoils." 

In fact, he was overheard telling a couple 
of "dope honeys" that he "just loved last 
year'sjanhke" adding that "he can write but 
does he look this good in a beard, I don't 
thi nk so." 

With that, on with the most comprehen­
sive look at the best 20 basketball teams 
seen since ~st year. Oh, and by the way, be 
sure to watch for the CT Top 25 poll next 
semester. 

1. Duke - An Indian friend of mine 
who keeps stats for the VCU men's basket­
ball games would be pleased with the choice 
of Duke at No.1 and despite my personal 
dislike for the Blue Devils it's hard to argue 
with the ranking. After beating Michigan 
last week, GrantHiII, Bobby Hurley, Chero­
kee Parks, Thomas Hill , Mike Krzyewski 
and company showed that there is life with­
out Christian Laettner. Duke continues to 
play the smartest basketball in the country 
on ofTense, while daring opposing teams to 
beat them with a stifling man-to-man de­
fense. Still, I don't think Duke is capable of 
winning a third straight championship, but 
until someone beats them in a tough game 
that has meaning, it's hard to say the Devils 
can't. 

3. Michigan - Despite having more 
raw talent than anyone in the country, the 
Duke game showed the Wolverines' one 
major flaw. It is a team comprised of some of 
the dumbest players in the country. They 
talk, they dance, they scowl , while falling 
behind in games, forcing them to make 
remarkable comebacks that they should 
never have had to make in the first place. 
Michigan coach, Steve Fisher, is more of a 
caretaker at a zoo than a coach, but this 
team is still capable of big things. Chris 
Webber,Jalen Rose, Jimmy KingandJuwan 
Howard will give Michigan a chance in 
every game, but it might take a major atti­
tude adjustment before these Super Sophs 
live up to expectations. 

5. Indiana - Once again, the Hoo­
siers find theirway intotheTop5. Under the 
management of Bobby Knight, Indiana will 
find its way into a dogfight wi th Michigan 
for the top spot in the Big 10. If Damon 
Bailey can mature and play with more con­
sistency, and if Calbert Cheaney can re­
establish himself as the premier player in 
the league, then the Hoosiers may be in line 
for a shot at the NCAA title. If these things 
fail to materialize, however, then heads wi ll 
roll (and chairs will toss). 

2. Kansas - Rex Walters and Adonis 
Jordan give Kansas one of the best 
backcourts in the country, but, as has been 

4. North Carolina - The Tarheels 
are sti ll a step behind Duke for supremacy 

6. Kentucky - Last year Rick Pitino 
put together a Wildcat team that went 29-7, 

continued to poge 14 

Solutions from your Apple Campus ReselIer: 
The Apple Computer Loan. 

"Why should I wait in line at the 
computer lab when I can own a Macintosh 
Kevin Campbell for $15 a month?" 
Aerospace Engineering Major 

What allowed Kevin to own an Apple· Macintosh· PowerBook" 145 
computer for such a low monthly payment? The Apple Computer Loan: 
Kevin knew that owning the power and portability of a Macintosh 
PowerBook for his full course load and his work in the Civil Air Patrol 
was a smart thing to do. And the Apple Computer Loan was the smart 
way to do it: easy application, fast turnaround and low, flexible payment 
terms. So Kevin went to the only place that offers the Apple Computer 
Loan, his Apple Campus Reseller. 

Macintosh. It's more than a present, it's a future. 
To order, visit Ac3demic Camp~ Computing Service, 

Cabell Library Room B9 on the Academic Camp~ 
or "The ISlE" computer Jab, 3rd Floor Sanger hall on the Medical Campus. 

For more information contact Ron Home, 

Apple Higher Ed~ Consultant 804/320-6496 

• 
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INTRAMURAL 
SPORTS 

~ 
z;:" iona/sporll VCU 

II 
Cary Street Gym 

Sport Ent ry Period Meeting Play Begins 

Basketball (M/W/C) 12114-1 /27 1/28 211 

3 on 3 Basketball 12114-1/27 1/28 1/30 . 

Table Tennis 1/25-218 2113 

Racquetball (M/W) 211-2115 2120 

Squash (M/w) 211-2115 2120 

Volleyball (M/W/C) 218-2122 2124 at 4pm 3/1 

Softball 211 5-3/8 3/10 at 4pm 3/22 

3-Point ShootouVSlam Dunk 2122-3/22 3/27 

Mini Flag Football 3/22-4/12 4/9 at4pm 4/12 

8-Ball Tourney 3/29-4/12 4/17 

Tennis Tourney 3/29-4/19 4/21 at 5 :30 4/24-4/25 

MCVGym 
Sport Entry Period Meeting Play Begins 

Basketball (M/W ) 1217-1/19 1/2 1 1/25 

Women's Basketball 1217-1/13 1/19 

Table Tennis 1/25-219 Sal.,2113 

Coed Volleyball (Sundays) 1/19-1/29 212 at 5:1 5 pm 217-3/7 

Racquetball (M/W) 211-2116 Sal. ,2120 

Squash (M/w) 211-211 6 Sal.,2120 

Volleyball (M/W ) .218-2119 2123 at 5: 15prn 3/1 

1 on 1 Basketball (M/w) 2115-2126 3/2 

& Free Throw 

Coed Sof tball (Sundays) 3/1-3/22 3/25 at 5:15pm . 3/28-5/6 

Softball (M/W ) 311-3123 3/23 at 5:15 3/29-5/6 

8-Ball Pool Tourney (M/wIG) 3/29-4/13 Sal.,4/17 

. .•• ,01 " 

, .. ' 
'. 

Top 20 
continued from poge. 13 
making its mark as a 3-point bomb squad 
and nationa l leader of whi te guys with mus­
taches. Thisyear, Kentucky has some talent 
'to complement J amal Mashburn . The big­
gest addition for Pi tino is New York product 
Rod,;ck Rhodes, who so far th is season has 
shown more promise than any freshman 
except Othella Harrington. of Georgetown 
and Jason Kidd of California. Pi ti no will 
again put team that could come close to 
beating Duke, t hough a lack of size could 
prevent t he team from equalling last year's 
accomplishments. 

7. S eton Hall - P .J . Car lesimo has 
the Big East's best player in Terry Dehere, 
the biggest pl ayer in 7-2, 270-pound, Luther 
Wright a nd best a ll-a round defensive team, 
but it still wasn't enough to lead the Pirates 
past the second-best team in the Big 10, 
Indi \lna. Why? As usual Carlesimo takes a 

. whi le to teach his team how to play together 
and if these Pirates do so soon, it is probably 
the only team in the Big East that has a 
legi t imate shotata na tiona l championship. 

B. Iowa - Last year I predicted the 
Hawkeyescould fini sh in t he top 10ifhelped 
by a coupl e of upsets. I was wrong, but I 
probably won't be this year. Acie Ear l con­
tinues to improve from year to year a nd 
Chris St reet give Tom Davis' cl ub good size 
a long the frontline. Last year , Iowa was the 
team being beaten in close games losing 
three overt ime games en route to an1 9-11 
record. Iflowacan t urn fortu nes around thi s 
season a top 10 fini sh is guaranteed . 

9. Georgetown -Shut up. It doesn't 
ma tter tha t the Hoyas a re my favori te team 
and t hey a re probably being rated h igher 
than they should be, the fact remains tha t I 
am writi ng t he article and you're not. Be­
sides, with Othella Harrington a nd Dua ne 
Spencer as 6-1 0 freshma n with lots of prom­
ise,joining a club with no seniors, the future 
looks bright and the present cou ld be better 
t ha n expected if t he freshmen mature. Re­
member last season,Michigan wasn't ranked 
in the begi nning of the season and almost 
won the nationa l cha mpionshi p. You never 
know. 

10. F lor ida S t a t e -Two early sea­
son losses to UCLA and Indiana in the 
Preseason NIT hasn't quieted Seminole 
fa ith ful who cla im their team istheonlyone 
that has a chance to knock off Duke in t he 
ACC. State fans have to hope t hat Bob Sura 
and Sam Cassell can keep the team from 
losi ng any more games unt il Charl ie Ward 
is available after his starti ng quarterback 
dut ies for the 'Nols football team are com­
pleted . Florida State is ath letic and excit­
ing, but so too have been teams Duke has 
dismissed . 

1 L Arizona - An early season loss to 
an unranked Arkansas team in Tucson has 
brought into question an old problem for the 
Wildcats. Chris Mills and Ed Stokes give 
experience to a team with fi ve freshmen but 
the problem is that Arizona , regardless of 
ta lent, has not been able to win a big game 
for several years. This season wil l be no 
different. 

Moten and Adrian Autry. Still , whetherthis 
team is good enough to wi n itall is irrelevant 
because it can't pa rt icipate in the tourna­
ment. 

13. Okla h o m a - Billy Tubbs doesn't 
have his Sooners back to where he had t hem 
five year's ago, but th is team is still athletic 
and cocky enough to beat a lot of team's. A 
No. 13 ranking may be a li ttle high for a 
team with Bryan Sallier, a power forward in' 
size at 6-B, playi ng center, but expect this 
team to surpr ise some people before the year 
is over. 

14. L oui sville - Despitea t wo-point 
loss to Va nderbil t t hi s week, Denny Crum is 
slowly rebui lding h is Cardinals back into a 
nationa l power. Al ways playing a tough 
schedule, Louisville has added Clifford 
Rozie r from North Carolina as a n inside 
force to cope wi th the competi tion . Expect , 
as a lways, a late nun'y of great play, but 
don 't expect much else. Who knows, VCU 
may even take a bi te out of them again this 
year. 

15. Arka n sas - Nola n Richa rdson 
shouldn 't have enough talent to scare any­
one this season with the loss of Todd Day, 
Lee Mayberry and Oliver Mille r , but so fa r 
the Razorbacks have surpl; sed eve·ryone. 
After beating Memphi s State, an early sea­
son Top 10 pick, and A,;zona in Tucson, 
Richa rdson has hi s hogs playing t he tough 
defense that made it a Top 5 team last yea r. 
Wi thout a na me pl ayer to turn to; defense 
will be important fo rtheoverachieving Hogs. 

16. U C LA-The Bruins losta cha nce 
at the nationa l ti t le last year, when it was a 
good team. Now, UCLA can only hope Ed 
O'Bannon full y regai ns his high school domi­
nance so he can lead his team to the NCAA 
fin a ls. Unfortu nately for Bruins fans, it is 
more realistic to hope that Kareem gets a n 
extra year of eligi bility a nd 'ca n ,-ti ll play. 

17. N e brask a - The Big Red ma­
chine has an outside shot Of duplica t ing the 
footba ll team's Big Eigh t Cha mpionship if 
so me pl aye r s ta ke a ste p up . The 
Cornhuskers need big seasons from guard 
J a mar J ohnson and center Derri ck Chan­
dler if it hopes to go to the Orange Bowl. 

l B. Purdu e - Ri ch Mount may begi n 
to wish he did n't leave Purdue a nd Gene 
Keady for VCU a nd Sonny Smit h if the 
Boilermakers cont inue to make waves. Af­
ter bea t ing Connecticut , Glenn Robi nson 
and his team have shown th at fo r the fi rst 
time in year's, maybe since Ri ck Mount, 
they could be a major factor in the Big 10. 

19. T ula n e - Losing Kim Lewis for 
the season will certain ly h urt t he Green 
Wave, though Perry Cla rk may have enough 
talent to overcome the loss. Anthony Reed 
and Pointer Wi ll ia ms could help im prove on 
last season's 22-9 record . 

20. Conne ctic ut - Love them H us­
kies, event hough they have pl ayed badly in 
losing to Purdue and nearly losing to SL 
John s wit hout Louie Carnesecca. Scott 

12. Syracu se _ Generally consid- Burrell a nd Donyell Ma rsha ll will help lead 
the Huskies, who were ra nked as high as 

ered a down year for t he Orange in what well No. 5 last season. Sti ll , Georgetown may be 
could be the norm in the near future, Syra- too ta lented and Seton Ha ll may be too 
cuse continues to win despi te recent NCAA k 

t' Sh t t t h t b t toughfor U'Conntota ethe BigEast crown, ta2t 'f;~he ~~~I :r;;r th:mCar~e~a2Ias~~c though it is possible. , 
must be good, especially\vith' Lawere,;c~ .~ i 
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Solid basketball being played in Va. colleges 
by Brian French 
staff writer 

All over the state of Virginia, from the 
Tidewater to the Shenadoah , from nothern 
suburbs to southern college towns, from 
downtown coliseums seating l 0,000 or more 
to li ttle gyms that could on Iy seat 500 if they 
broke t he fire code, the s port of college 
basketball is played. 

Some states are well k nown for their 
devotion to a sport. Indiana is known for its 
rock-steady reverence of high school and 
college hoops. Texas is best recogni zed for 
its love offootba ll. Kentucky is split between 
basketba ll and horse racing. Pennsylvani a 
and Iowa hold wrestling (college, not pro) 
dear to their hearts. 

In Virgini a, the unoffi cia l sta te sport is 
college basketba ll. While not as competi ti ve 
as North Carolina's "Tobacco Road ," or the 
"Big 5" of Philadelphi a, coll ege basketba ll is 
still a hot ly contested sport of kings in the 
Old Dominion . 

Thi s is how the teams t ha t take up the 
spOltof coll ege basketball will perform dur­
in g the 1992-93 ca mpa ign , a lon g wit h 
postseason , if any. 
• Gcorge Mason: 1991-92 record: 7-21 

Times have been tough up a t the Fa irfax 
university. The George Mason Patliots,once 
a consiste nt ly successfu l program, have 
fa llen hard over t he last few years. Wi t h 
their best player tra nsferring to VCU last 
year ( Mike HargettJ. t h<,Patriots struggled. 
The rebui lding process figures to conti nue 
into thi s season. but Erni e Nestor's Pa triots 

, figure to improve over the next few yea rs. 
Predicted record: 10-18 
• James Madison, 1991-92 record: 21-11 

Patience on the part of Lefty Drisell a nd 
his Dukes will go a long way. For the,past 
few years, the Dukes have rolled in CAA 
regular season play, then, for one reason or 
another , would fa ltercometouma menttime. 
What t hi s would mean is that t he Dukes, 
despite having a 20-win season, would go to 
the NIT, instead of t he NCAA. Brya n 
Ed wards a nd Kent Cuiluko, JMU's power­
ful guard duo, will lead them into the CAA 
tourney as the top seed. Thi s time, t hey'll 
win the whole thing. Predicted record: 
22-7 (NCAA) 
• Liberty: 1991-92 record: 22-7 

The Fl ames made the biggest improve­
ment in college basketba ll history when 
they improved from a 5-23 record in 1990-91 
to last yea r's 22-win season. The good days 
should continue in Lynchburg. In fact, their 
biggest weapon may not be their coach or 
anyone in their sta rting rota tion ; but rather 
the ir home-court advantage, generally re­
garded as the best in both the Big South 
Conference a nd the state of Virgi nia. When 
the Vines Center till s to itscapacity of9,OOO, 
the edge that Libe rty has is awesome. Com­
bine this with the II lettermen tha t the 
Fla mes a re return ing, a nd the potentia l for 
success is there,although a letdown is equa lly 
possible. Predicted record: 19-10 
• Old Dominion: 1991-92 record: 15-15 

The Monarchs suffered through a n up­
an-down season and ended the regula r sea­
,on on a high note, butstill under .500. Then 

the miracle occured. Back-to-back upsets of 
James Madison and Richmond brought Old 
Dominion to the big dance. A first-round loss 
to Kentucky ended the Cinderella season, 
but the memories were good enough for 
Oliver Purnell and company. Until now. 
Although yeoman player Rica rdo Leonard 
has left , the Monarchs s till boast a talented 
rotatiqn , with super sophomore Petey 
Sessoms and senior swingman Keith J ack­
son leading the Monarchs to another good 
season. Predicted record: 17-12 (NIT) 
• Radford: 1991-92 record: 20-9 

Despite a 20-win season, the Highland­
ers did not make it to eitherthe NCAA or the 
NIT tourneys. Ron Bradley will reload his 
troops for the new year. Radford's fortunes 
will be dicta ted by Doug Day, the most 
underrated player in the state. As he goes, 
so goes the Highlanders. If the inside game 
is beefed up, another 20-win season is pos­
sible. Otherwise,expect a letdown from 1991 . 
Predicted record: 16-14 
• Richmond: 1991-92 record: 22-8 

Year in and year out, the Richmond Spi­
ders seem to find their way to the upper 
division of the CAA. NBA draftee Curtis 
Bl a ir has departed , but the Spiders still 
have enough ta lent, especia lly with forward 
Kenny Wood , with whom the fortunes of the 
team rests. If Wood pl ays up to his potentia l, 
then the Spide rs may win the CAA. If not, 
then Richmond might be in for a long sea­
son . However, with enough talent in the 
wings, such as Tim Weathe rs and Jim 
S pringer, the S piders should stay in the 
hunt, a lt hough it will be tough to extend 
theirstringof 5 20-win seasons. Predicted 

tive 20-win seasons in his first two years as 
a head coach. Expect these happy days to 
come to a screeching hal t this season , though. 
The loss of Bryant Smith will hurt Virgini a 
profoundly, especia lly since they recrui ted 
no one to take his place. If a ny success is to 
eminate from the Cavilier program, it will 
come from sophomores in point guard Cory 
Al exander a nd power forward J uni or 
Burroughs. The development of these two 
players, as well as tha t of senior center Ted 
J efferies, will bea determinant in the futu rl', 
ofthe Cavalier progra m. Look for t he string 
of 20-win seasons to end thi s season. Pre­
dicted record: 17-12 (NIT) 
• Virginia Military: 1991-92 record:l0-
18 

Don't expect much from.the Keydets thi s 
year. Unless field goal precentage goes up 
from an " trocious .430 from last year, then 
the winter will be long and hard for VMI 
followers. Predicted record: 8-19 
• Virginia Union: 1991-92 record: 30-3 

Awesome. It fit last year; it fi ts this year. 
How else can one describe the defending 
Division II nationa l champions? The scary 
thing is, a ll the guys tha t were sophomores 
last year are juniors this year. The entire 
starting lineup will have matured a year , 
from Derrick Johnson to Walter Hurd, and 
it should show in t heir play. This may be the 
best college basketball team in Virgi nia. 
Predicted record: 26-2 (NCAA Divis ion 
2 champions) 
• William & Mary: 1991-92 record: 10-19 

,... _______________________________ ., record:.19-9 (NIT) 

• Virginia: 1991-92 r ecord: 20-13 
Cavilier coach Jeff Jones became the first 

ACC coach to lead hi s team to two consecu-

It'snot gettinganybetterin Williamsburg 
these days. Low crowds, lousy games, a 
team with either li ttle talent or li ttle moti­
vation . Chuck Swenson somehow kept h is 
job despite a year of total disappointment, 
but expect things to sti ll be s low going forthe 
Tribe. Predicted record: 6-21 

Is Now Hiring for 1993 Weekend and Summer Jobs During 

SPECIAL INTERVIEW WEEK 

Interviews will be held at the Paramount's Kings Dominion Human Resources Office on: 
Saturday, December 26 through Saturday, January 2, from 9 a .m. to 5 p.m. 

(Closed Sunday, December 21 and friday, January 1) 

Interview hours after January 2: 
Monday through Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. ,. 

Paralllount's Kings DOlllinion Offers Excellent Benefits: 
• Great pay rate • Opportunities to advance • Unllmi.ted use of the park 

: ~::~::s on merchandise • ~:~r~iv~~d~~!':Po~~~ograms : ~1:nW::t~::;O!ided daUy 
• Complimentary tickets • Bus transportation available from • Time off for vacation I 

designated areas 

f or more information or an employment brochure, call or write 
Paramount's Kings Dominion Human Resources Department 

P.O. Box 2000 • Doswell, VA 23041 • 804·816-5145 
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