
Explorations in Sights and Sounds 

Two good selections that are relevant to readers of ethn ic  
experiences are "Grandmother's Secret" and "Paloma."  The former does 
a respectable job of deli neati ng fami ly  t ies and local color i n  the Cuban
American commun ity wh ile it  also dep icts the differences between the 
older generation of immigrants and the ass im i l ated generation of their 
grown ch ildren .  The latter focuses on the experiences and plig ht of the 
h u ge n u m ber of illegal H ispan ics i n  the U n ited States .  Although  it is 
someti mes confus ing  to follow, it conta ins  some of the most poetic writ ing 
i n  A frican Passions. I t  suffers, as do several other stor ies ,  from too many 
characters , too many complicated relations h i ps ,  and too l ittle characte r 
and story development. 

The author presents a portrait of a dozen or so willful , occas ion 
a l ly  obsessed women , reg ularly amus i ng ,  someti mes tired, and relent
lessly driven .  Even with the shortcoming  noted, Beatr iz  R ivera shows a 
g reat deal of promise of becoming  a s i gn if icant voice i n  the growing 
Cuban-American l iterary commun ity .  

Carl R .  Sh i r ley 
U n ivers ity of South Carol ina 

Clovis E .  Semmes. Cultural Hegemony and A frican American De vel

opmen t. (Westport, CT : Praeger, 1 992) 

The purpose of this book is  to examine  cultural aspects of 
hegemon ic  relations between Wh ite Americans and Afr ican Americans,  
a neglected top ic which the author bel ieves s hould provide the bas is  for 
Afr ican American Studies programs.  Although Semmes establ ishes 
culture as the focus of h i s  analys is ,  pol it ical and economic forces are 
clearly i mportant for u nderstandi ng the pos it ion of Black Americans i n  the 
chang i ng  soc ial organ ization of the U n ited States .  Defined as regular ity 
i n  s ubjective states ,  culture is theorized as i nteracti ng  with social organ i 
zation , as i nstitut ional sett ings frame cultural express ions and v ice versa. 

Despite the rather narrow defi n it ion of culture, the author ana
lyzes a wide variety of cultural forms and elements related to Black 
American exper ience.  These include both routi ne activ i t ies and artist ic 
work as well as the constra i nts on cu ltural expression at different poi nts 
i n  t ime ,  the availabil ity of resources to support cultural creativ ity ,  the 
effects of posit ive forms,  and the reasons for maladaptive ones . 

Crit ical to the author's argument about the centrality of culture is 
the not ion of cultural hegemony, the systemic  negation of one culture by 
another, wh ich forms one end of a dialectical process whose man ifesta
tion is deh uman ization . Cultural hegemony is theorized to create the 
need for cultural reconstruction among Blacks , a l ife-affirm ing ,  h u maniz
ing response to cultural negation . Th is  theoretical approach is  offe red 
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with reference on ly to its re lat ion  to the work of B lack scholars and those 
concerned with the African American experience.  However, th is work can 
be understood as we l l  as an important contribut ion to recent crit ical 
analyses of modern society and the subord i nat ion of m inority cu ltures by 
such authors as John  Ogbu ,  Zyg m u nt Bauman,  and Joel Spri ng .  

The  un iq ueness of th i s  book, however, is  that i t  bu i lds on  the 
cu l tural discuss ions of prev ious efforts wh ich focused on the po l i t ical and 
economic exp lo itat ion of African Americans .  Drawing  on  the work of E.  
Frank l i n  Fraz ier and Haro ld Cruse ,  in part icu lar ,  the author reveals the 
impo rtance of cu lture by i l lu m i nat i ng  how cu lture i nteracts with po l i t ical 
and economic orders to create contradict ions and d i lemmas for B lacks i n  
d ifferent h istorical periods. T h e  theoret ical framework i nforms substan 
t ive analyses of several key concepts and top ics :  The imp l icat ions of 
leg i t imacy for mental health ; cultural product ion ,  economics ,  and the 
media;  the ro le of re l i g i on ;  health condit ions and the ir  effects on deve lop
ment ;  and cu ltural revital izat ion. 

Several f laws distract from the contr ibut ions of th is  work , how
ever. Greater theoretical clar i ty is  needed in several discuss ions of 
cu lture and its relat ion  to power and economics .  Addit iona l ly ,  the lack of 
any visual aids (graph ics ,  photographs ,  i nserts) ,  the type-face se lected 
by the pub l i sher,  and the lack of breaks in the text make for ted ious 
read ing .  Neverthe less ,  t h i s  book offers detai led , i nterest ing  d iscuss ions 
of the theories and research of early B lack scho lars as we l l  as provocat ive 
analyses of African American culture and social d i lemmas and potent ial 
so l ut ions to deve lop problems. Th is  book is we l l  worth reading for these 
contr ibut ions as we l l  as for its i nsp irat ion  for the analyses of other non
Wh ite groups '  exper iences w i th  the dynamics of ass im i lat ion i n  American 
cu ltural h isto ry. 

Carol Ward 
Brig ham Young Un ivers ity 

Janet D. Spector. What This A wl Means: Feminist Archaeology at a 
Wahpeton Dakota Vii/age. (St. Pau l :  M innesota H istorical Society 
Press, 1 993) 1 61 pp. ,  $32 .50 c loth , $1 5.95 paper. 

Janet Spector has written a book which is enjoyable ,  en l i ghten ing ,  
and though-provoking reading. Those i nvolved i n  anthropology, h istory, 
gender studies, and ethn ic studies would do we l l  to read this smal l  vo lume 
carefu l ly and ponder i ts issues. As she promises i n  the book's subt i t le ,  
Spector presents archaeolog ical evidence pertain i ng to the Wahpeton 
Dakota (Eastern Sioux) with in  a framework which lacks the Eurocentric and 
androcentric perspectives which too often characterize the study of Ameri
can I ndian pasts . 

The book p ivots around i nterpret i ng  an awl ,  a punch- l ike imp le -
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