WEATHER

WEDNESDAY —Cloudy with
sprinkles in the morning.
Highs in the low 60s. Lows
in the upper 30s.
THURSDAY - Sunny and
cool. Highs in the upper
50s. Lows in the low 40s.
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Letter leads to dissension within SGA

Tricia Nguyen
CT Starr WRITER

Cathaleen Bryant, Student Government Association
president, announced at Monday’s senate meeting that
she had received a majority of senators’ signatures on a
letter addressed to VCU President Eugene P. Trani.

The letter’s purpose, she said, is to encourage Trani to
return to the senate and give senators a chance to discuss
issues not addressed at a prior meeting. At that meeting,
Trani and Sen. Jeffrey Kraus, chairman of appointments

committee debated at length.

Bryant said she felt a need to express the concerns of
the majority of the senate by stating in the letter that SGA
needs to focus on issues other than the Executive Budget
Committee, which has dominated recent discussions.

“SGA has not been one to pick up issues and follow
through. This has been a self-defeating way to come up
with action,” Bryant said, explaining that the letter is a
step forward in making progress with the administration.

Kraus, who does not support the letter, suggested that
a dissenting opinion be attached to the letter, because
some senators did not agree with the positions being set

forth.

SGA continued to page 4 »
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SMALL TALK —
Student Government
Association senators
chat prior to Monday’s
senate meeting. Later,
they discussed
sending a letter to VCU
President Eugene P.
Trani concerning
communication
between the group and
the president.

UVa. student streakers cited

The Associated Press

Computers cause controversy
CAD students complain

Sara Kukorlo
CT SENIOR WRITER

On Oct. 9, about 100 students, all na-
ked, gathered on the Lawn, reportedly to
protest the Aug. 29 arrest of two students
who ran naked through the annual convo-
cation ceremony for incoming college stu-
dents.

Four days after the nude rally, the two
students were convicted of disorderly con-
duct by an Albemarle County judge. They
were fined $50 and ordered to pay $46 in

CHARLOTTESVILLE — University of
Virginia police arrested two streakers on
the Lawn early Thursday, 11 days after a
large group of students staged a nude rally
to protest streaking arrests earlier in the
school year.

Clayton Chandler Williams, 20, of
Dunwoody, Ga., and Andrew Jay

the students in the graphic design em-
phasis, not the illustration emphasis.”
Some of the students said the in-
crease in tuition could hamnper enroll-
ment.
“The school is trying to get more

What if the computer lab suddenly
disappears? Dozens of fliers around
VCU’s Pollak Building posed just that

Tenenbaum, 19, of Langhorne, Pa., were
charged with indecent exposure. The stu-
dents were released on their own recogni-
zance.

A patrol officer on the Lawn saw a group
of at least four naked people running be-
tween the Rotunda and Cabell Hall about
2 a.m. Thursday, Sgt. Wayne Knight said.
The group scattered and the officer man-
aged to arrest only two.

court costs and to perform community ser-

vice.

Another student, who was arrested for
streaking the Lawn in September, was
fined $25 and ordered to pay $26 in court

costs and to perform community service

Williams and Tenenbaum are sched-
uled to appear in court Nov. 18. If con-

victed, they face up to a year in jail and
fine of up to $2,500.

a

Time change affects most everyone

Coveh Solaimani
CT StAFF WRITER

"I'll get an extra hour of sleep," said
Steve Perez, an assistant professor of eco-
nomics, while Mitesh Amin, a senior com-
puter science major, said he might wake up
earlier and go jogging.

Regardless, everybody will have an ex-
tra hour on their hands Sunday as the
clocks fall back an hour and daylight-sav-
ing time comes to an end.

In an unofficial random poll on campus
Tuesday, most people said they are hap-
pier with the extra hour on Sunday, but
few of them were pleased that for the next

few months the days will be shorter and

the nights longer.

TheTransportation Departmentadmin-

istered a federal law provid-
ingdaylight time tobeginat 2
a.m. on the first Sunday of
April until 2 a.m. on the final
Sunday in October in all ar-
eas that do not exempt them- Change
selves.

Time

>

Carmen Bell, administrative assistant
to the vice provost for student affairs, said
she doesn't like the time change because

when she gets off work it's dark.

TIME continued to page 4 »

question.

Several communication arts and de-
sign students have formed a group to
takeactionagainst the possibleremoval
of some computer equipment, which is
necessary for the proper training of stu-
dents.

John DeMao, chairman of the de-
partment, said removal of the equip-
ment is not definite.

“Thereisnoplantoremove the equip-
ment,” he said, adding that the possibil-
ity is being examined as one option to
help alleviate the computer problems
plaguing the department.

John Runberg, a graphic design ma-
jor, said removing this equipment could
mean students would have to purchase
their own hardware and software, add-
ing.an estimated $3,000 to $5,500 to the
money already being spent on basic
tuition.

DeMao called this an “accurate esti-
mate,” but explained that this increase
would not affect all students.

“The cost might be brought into the
loan package so it can be paid over a
period of (for example) 10 years,” the
chairman said. “Just students in the
communication arts and design depart-
ment (will pay), or it might even be just

students in,” Runberg said, “but as soon
asthestudentsfind out how much it will
cost to get in, they won’t be d@ble to stay
anymore.”

John Hopkins, a 21-year-old graphic
design major, said he believes this addi-
tional cost could thin out the student
body in the department, “in a way ac-
cording not to talent, but rather to who
can afford to go to school here, and
whether it’s worth it for them to go to
school here when they can go out of state
and pay less.”

The department has two Macintosh
labs — the SE, a black and white lab,
and the CI, a color lab.

Runberg said one long-term problem
is that computers break down fre-
quently.

Ontheotherhand, thestudents’main
concern is that simply repairing the
computers is not going to update them
to current standards.

“We're still several years behind
where we should be,” Runberg said, “so
when we graduate, we’re going to be
several years behind somebody else who
is going to community college because
that school has more money.”

€AD continued to page 4 >




2 ¢ Commonwealth TIMES

WEDNESDAY, October 26, 199¢

World/Nation

¢ Jury selection causing debate
in Simpson case

LOSANGELES—O.J. Simpson's pros-
ecutor asked Monday that prospective ju-
rors be dismissed because they might have
heard her remark that they are liars, but
the judge continued with jury selection.

Deputy District Attorney Marcia Clark
asked that Superior CourtJudge Lance Ito
dismiss all 77 people remaining from the
first group of prospects and possibly the
entire group of approximately 300.

At day's end, 11 prospects had been
questioned and six excused, bringing the
total to 43 questioned and 23 dismissed.

* Seven Picassos stolen
in weekend heist

ZURICH, Switzerland — Seven paint-
ings by Pablo Picasso were stolen during
the weekend by thieves who entered a
gallery through the cellar of a neighboring
house.

Gallery owner Max K. Bollag said he did
not have insurance for the paintings, and
estimated the works' value at $44 million.
One Picasso expert said that figure was too
high.
In addition to the Picassos, the thieves
took an oil painting by American artist
Julius Pascin.

Police spokesman Karl Steiner said
there were no clues.

¢ Cartoonist retiring, Dennis isn't

MONTEREY, Calif. — Hank Ketcham,

the creator of "Dennis the Menace," will
retire at the end of the year.

The strip will continue to run, drawn by
two other cartoonists under Ketcham's
supervision.

Dennis Mitchell hasbeen amusingread-
ers since its debut on March 14, 1951.

The daily cartoons and Sunday strips
appear in 50 countries in more than 1,800

newspapers.

Virginia

¢ Police charge second man in

break-ins on Walton's Mountain

CHARLOTTESVILLE —A second man
hasbeen charged in a string of break-ins in
southern Albemarle and northern Nelson
counties, in the Schuyler area known to
television viewers as Walton's Mountain.

Albemarle County police arrested
George Harvey "Bo" Tinnel of Schuyler
Thursday and charged him with breaking
and entering and grand larceny.

Police said Tinnel, 36, eluded authori-
ties Oct. 6 when they arrested Joey Napier
of Shipman in connection with the same
incidents. An Albemarle police spokes-
woman said Tinnel has been released on
bond.

Napier, 27, faces two counts of breaking
and entering in Nelson County and is be-
ing held without bond, authorities said.

¢ Auction nets $750,000

LEE HALL — Antique ceramics, furni-
ture and other items collected by the late
Edith Pitts Curtis were sold at an auction
this weekend for about $750,000, auction-
eer Owen F. Valentine said Monday.

The star of the two-day sale at Curtis'
former home in the Lee Hall community of
Newport News was a 5-inch-high ceramic

hand-warmer or flask that was shaped like
a book and dated 1665. An unidentified
collector paid $80,000 for it.

* NRC proposes $37,500 fine
in uranium incident =

LYNCHBURG — The Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission said Monday it has pro-
posed a $37,500 fine against the Babcock &
Wilcox Naval Nuclear Fuel Division.

The fine stems from a June 28 incident
in which the amount of uranium in the
plant's uranium recovery process line ex-
ceeded Babcock & Wilcox's limit, though
the amount could not have resulted in a
release of radiation. Babcock & Wilcox was
notified of the ruling Friday and has 30
days to pay the fine or appeal it, said NRC
spokesman Ken Clark in Atlanta.

Richmond

¢ Ex-aide to Gov. Allen pleads

guilty

Nearly a month after his arrest on a
sodomy charge, Gov. George Allen's former
director of the Executive Mansion pleaded
guilty Friday to indecent exposure.

Craig Westburg Henson, 36, of the 2600
block of East Franklin Street, was fined
$100 and ordered to pay $96 in court fees.
Henson also was assigned to community
service through the Richmond Commu-
nity Diversion Incentive Program.

Henson was arrested the afternoon of
Sept. 26 with another man and charged
with sodomy, which is a felony.

* Man charged in 1980 slaying case
Police have returned to Richmond a

man accused in a 14-year-old slaying cas
here.

Clarence McNeil was extradited fron
Pooler, Ga., and charged Monday nigh
with murdering Georgeanna J. Watson ir
April 1980, according to documents. He
also was charged with using a firearm t
commit a felony.

McNeil, 56, who is also known as Clyds
McNeil, had been living in Georgia fo
years. He has said he knew Watsor
butdenied killing her.

McNeil was being held without bonc
Monday in the city lockup. He was sched
uled to appear yesterday in the Manches
ter Division of Richmond General Distric
Court.

Authoritiessaid Watson was living witt
McNeil when she was shot in the chest anc
killed.

Campus

* Assistant prof. receives award
David Pappas, assistant professor o
physics, has received a National Scienc
Foundation Young Investigator Award
which provides support for promising youn;
science and engineering researchers:
Pappas'five-yearaward provides a bas
0f$25,000 per year, with an optional match
ing component of up to $37,500 per year.

* Senator's daughter to visit VCU
Cathy Robb, daughter of Sen. Charle

S. Robb, will appear from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m
Wednesday, Oct. 26 in the University Com
mons Canal Room. The VCU Young Demo
crats of Virginia are sponsoring the event
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WILL BE SERVED.

(RPO)

RECREATION MAJORS

PLEASE ATTEND OUR
STUDENT/FACULTY SOCIAL.
SPEAK WITH THE FACULTY AND OTHER
STUDENTS IN THE RECREATION FIELD.

A CHANCE TO GET INVOLVED WITH

THE RECREATION PROFESSIONS
ORGANIZATION

REFRESHMENTS AND MUNCHIES

SPONSORED BY THE RECREATION
PROFESSIONS ORGANIZATION

WILL BE HELD ON
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27
2:15-4:00
ATTHE
FRANKLIN STREET GYM,
ROOM 223
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How do you feel about
the death penalty?

“I feel it's a neces-
sary evil. We have to
haveitinordertohelp

deter violent crime.”
‘| - Stan Mitterer
Political science

“IsupposeIbelieve
in it if the crime is [’
completely, outra-
geously heinous. As |

long as there's not a |53

doubt.” |
- Patrick Dugan
Mass Comm

“Who are we to de-
cide? It's not right for
someone else to decide
to take someone else's
life.Idon'tthinkit'san
effectivedeterrent. Are
we right for killing
someone when we say
they're wrong for kill-
ing someone?”

- Richard Michaux

Accounting

“Ireally don't agree [§
with it, but I think it's
necessary to deter
crime.”

—Susan
Spickerman

Pre-physical
therapy

“It really all de-
pends on the crime at
hand. If you feel like
+| you can just gooutand
| kill and kill and kill ...
Ifeel thereis a time for
a death penalty.”
| —Shawn

Hairston
Urban studies

"T guess from the [~
viewpoint of the vic- |
timit'ssomethingthat
will prove justice is §
served. However, it's
raciallybiased accord-
ingtothe percentages
of minorities, espe-
cially blacks, that are
killed."

- Rhonda D. Jackson

Fashion merchandising

Photos by Bill Buckman/Commonwealth Times

The Associated Press

VINTON — While visiting a nursing
homeMonday, Oliver North advocated that
Social Security contributions be made vol-
untary in the future, but an aide to the
Republican Senate candidate later soft-
ened that position.

"I think you'd find a lot of people opting
out of it," North predicted, if the system
were ever made voluntary.

Today's workers "probably (are) not go-
ing to get that option, but kids who are yet
to'gay in ought to have that option," he
said.

He stressed that he's not proposing any
changes that would affect present Social
Security recipients.

But North said he's willing to make
Social Security voluntary for "the next
generation," which hasn't yet started pay-
ing into the system.

Campaign spokesman Dan McLagan
later said North would withdraw his idea
of a voluntary system for the next genera-
tion if the change meant insufficient fund-
ing to cover those people who stay in.

"If by them opting out would collapse
the system, then they can't opt out,"
McLagan said.

McLagan said North is committed to
making sure people already paying Social
Security taxes get the benefits to which
they're entitled. "The folks in the pipeline
have to be taken care of .... That's a sacred
covenant.”

Robb spokesman calls idea extreme

Bert Rohrer, a spokesman for Demo-
cratic incumbent Sen. Charles S. Robb,
called North's proposal "an extreme mea-
sure that would undermine the integrity of
asystem that already faces funding short-
ages in the next century."

EarlierMonday, North criticized a White
House memo that discussed the possibility
ofmajorentitlement cuts,and heattempted
to link Robb to the strategy.

Meanwhile, Robbaccused North ofturn-
ing his back on drug trafficking during the
Iran-Contra operation in the 1980s.

Campaigning in Roanoke, North re-
ferred to an internal White House budget

memo released during the weekend that
outlines a number of possibilities, includ-
ing tax hikes and entitlement spending
cuts, that are available to the administra-
tion.

President Clinton dismissed the memo
as simply "a list of options" to prepare for
the work of a congressional committee
reviewing entitlement programs.

North accuses Robb,
Clinton of scheming

North tied Robb to the memo by claim-
ing the incumbent supports the president
most of the time.

"He's going to help Bill Clinton carry out
this radical scheme," North said later at
the nursing home while meeting with re-
porters. "They want to go after our senior
citizens. That ought to be, for all of us, a
moral outrage."

Robb called the accusation another ex-
ample of North's "lack of credibility."

Campaigningin Richmond, Robb urged
voters to consider evidence cited in recent
newspaper articles that North may have
known about drug-running by people who
helped arm the Nicaraguan Contras dur-
ing the 1980s.

Robb pointed torecords showing North's
intervention on behalf of Jose Bueso Rosa,
a Honduran general and key Contra sup-
porter who pleaded guilty in 1986 to smug-
gling cocaine into the United States to
financetheassassinationoftheleftist presi-
dent of Honduras.

"He knew he was attempting to get
favorable treatment for someone who was
regarded by our government as aninterna-
tionalterrorist," Robbsaid. North "believed,
in effect, that his law-breaking was more
important than that law-breaking.... It's
sheer hypocrisy at the very least."

North rebuffs assertions

North denied the allegations and said
they were investigated years ago. "This is
a desperate attempt on the part of a politi-
cianwhose campaignisfoundering," North
said. "Chuck Robb is out there screaming
about eight, 10-year-old issues, trying to
distract you and the electorate."

North'sversion ofevents was supported

P Senatorial candidates swap insults

by two Reagan-era officials.

Former Assistant Secretary of State
Elliott Abrams, who has been critical of
Northin the past and backed North's oppo-
nent for the Republican Senate nomina-
tion, said Robb's charges are "false and
malicious."

Abrams, who pleaded guilty in 1991 to
misleading Congressabouttheillegal arms-
for-hostages deal, said alleged drug links
were heavily investigated by Iran-Contra
special prosecutor Lawrence Walsh and
others, "and they found nothing."

Abrams and former Attorney General
Edwin Meese III told an Arlington news
conference called by North'scampaign that
Robb is trying to make partisan hay out of
old, discredited allegations.

"I'm not here because I'm supporting
Oliver North. I'm here because this is a
damned lie," Abrams said.

Robb visits Norfolk State University

Robb, former Gov. L. Douglas Wilder,
Rep. Robert C. Scott, D-Va., and U.S. Sec-
retary of Commerce Ron Brown appeared
together Monday night at a candlelight
vigil held by NSU students against drugs
and violence.

"Some candidates want to take us for-
ward, others, like Oliver North want to
take us back to the dark ages. Some people
know how to deal with problems of crime
and drugs, others want to hide from them,"
Brown told about 50 people taking part in
the vigil.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson campaigned for
Robb on Monday at First Baptist Church
in Newport News. "A vote for North is a
vote for Strom Thurmond. A vote for North
is a vote for Jesse Helms. A vote for North
is a vote for Bob Dole," Jackson told the
gathering.

Coleman delineates reform ideas

Independent candidate Marshall
Coleman outlined his ideas for criminal
justice reform Monday.

Coleman's proposals include additional
federal funding for community policing,
federal grants to anti-drug programs for
prisoners and training for police officers in
enforcement of domestic violence laws.

Med students urged toward generalist careers

Peter Roberts
CT StAFF WRITER

For the past two years, more medical
students have become general practitio-
ners — and communities, both rural and
urban, are calling for even more.

“We are making a major effort to en-
courage students to become generalists,”
said Dr. Hermes Kontos, dean ofthe School
of Medicine at MCV.

Nationwide, the number of generalists
is on the rise but, Kontos said, at MCV the
number has remained constant.

“Wearerestructuring the graduate pro-
grams to have more positions for primary
care,” he said, explaining that the job mar-
ket is changing.

In the past, more positions for special-
ists were available, but now more general-
ists jobs are available.

“There have always been jobs in rural
areas for generalists,” Kontos said. “Now
jobs for generalists are available in cities,
100.”

Dr. David Marsland, chairman of the
Department of Family Practice, said there

continues nationally to be a shortage of
family physicians, general physicians and
general internists:

“There is a need for 260 generalists in
rural Virginia and between 500 and 600 for
the rest of the state.”

During nearly a 10-year period — 1983
to 1992 — the percentage of generalists
dropped from 34 percent to 15 percent. But
in 1993 it rose to 19 percent, and this year
it reached 23 percent.

All of state-supported medical schools
encourage students to become generalists.
At MCV, Kontos estimated that about 44
percent of the students and 32 percent of
the residents prepare for generalists ca-
reers.

But, Marsland said, both generalists
and specialists are needed.

“Anybody that graduates needs to be
excellent,” Marsland said. “We need excel-
lent generalists and specialists. We don’t
want to train too many of either. There
needs to be a balance of generalists and
specialists.”

Schooling for general practitioners —
frequently called generalists —typically is

shorter than that of specialists. A general-
ist will attend four years of undergraduate
school and three years of postgraduate.

In contrast, a cardiologist studies six
yearsin postgraduate school, whilea urolo-
gist continues for seven years.

Nevertheless, MCV changed its compo-
sition soit could recruit students tobecome
generalists. Medical school representatives
visit the state’s rural communities to re-
cruit young men and women who have a
high interest in becoming generalists.

“We are putting generalists on admis-
sions committees,” Kontos said, “to make
them more familiar with a generalist’s
career. Also, we are conducting an exten-
sive campaign to go into rural areas.”

In addition, some loans are exclusively
for students studying primary care as op-
posed to those specializing.

But Kontos doesn’t see the increase in
the number of generalists as affecting the
quality of American health care.

“We hope it won’t have an adverse ef-
fect,” Kontos said. “There will be better
access and continuity of care. The changes
should be beneficial overall.”
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continued from page 1

Bryant appealed the decision, but SGA Vice President
Jonathan Bartee, who presides over the senate, denied
the request, saying the letter acts as a resolution.

Inaninterview yesterday, Bartee explained that SGA’s
constitution stipulates any resolution may have a dissent-
ing opinion attached to it.

Since the letter appears on SGA letterhead with only
Bryant’s signature, Bartee said, it appears to represent
the senate as a whole, not just the senators who signed it.

“Not putting signatures on the letter implies that the
whole senate supports it,” Bartee said.

Kraus said yesterday he intends to write a dissenting
opinion to be presented along with the letter.

In other business, the senate passed a proposal to
award degrees posthumously.

The proposal, which Sen. Thomas House, chairman of
the publicity committee, brought up at last week’s execu-
tive committee meeting, will next go before the University
Council.

Alvin J. Schexnider, vice provost for Undergraduate
Studies and associate vice president for student affairs,
supported the policy.

“This has tremendous emotional value to the parents
and spouses. There is real strong family interest in this,”
Schexnider said.

The recipient of a posthumous degree must be recom-
mended by the faculty of the school in which he was
enrolled. The person also must meet specific require-
ments such as being in good academic standing and
having no unresolved disciplinary, academic or financial
actions.

In addition, Jean Yerian, associate dean of student
affairs, presented the senate with a progress report on the
task force on the quality of student life.

“We have to take care of the basics before we get to the
big stuff,” Yerian said.

The basic concerns included topics such as providing
commuter lockers on both campuses and looking at how
cafeteria facilities and equipment affect food-service
choices, she said.

“We want your interest and involvement. This was just
a short summary of this year’s work,” Yerian said.

Also at the meeting, Virginia Education Support
League’s Gwendolyn C. Hedgepath, a former city council-
woman, addressed the senate concerning public aware-:
ness about elected representatives.

She also discussed means of increasing voter turnout.

“We (the league) are not endorsing candidates buf
endorsing concepts,” she said. “We want to make it so that
all elected officials in Virginia are accountable to the
people.”

— CT News Editor Sherry Jones contributed to this
article.

TIME

continued from page 1

"I like to walk in Byrd Park in the
evenings," Bell said, noting that she won't
be able to walk there after Sunday because
she doesn't feel safe.

The early darkness also is a factor for
Perez and others.

"I don't like the fact that it is going to be
dark when I get home," Perez said.

Camisha Jones, a Virginia Campus
Community Corps member at VCU, said
she won't be able to go out in the evening
very often because "I don't like to go out in
the dark."

Donald Vann, a junior mass communi-
cations major, offered a different view.

"I like it because we get more night-
time," he said, adding that when it gets
dark he comes inside, giving him more
time to study, which helps him academi-
cally.

CAD

continued from page 1

Another concern regarding the recent
restoration of the equipment focuses on
the absence of funds to fix the computers
once they malfunction.

DeMao said he is aware of the malfunc-
tioning equipment.

“When we have the money, we will re-
pair them,” DeMao said.

He added that $23,000 had been appro-
priated for the restoration of the equip-
ment, but already was spent.

“Most of the computers that were down
are back up and running,” he said. “The
labs are almost back to normal functioning
status, only three or four of the 70 are
down.”

The student group, which does not have
acentralized name or logo, wants the right
people to hear them.

“We are trying to be heard so that who-

ever is causing this situation knows that
we are not just going to sit by and let this
happen,” Hopkins said. “This effectively is
going to harm at least our department and
probably the university.”

The group has been busy writing letters
and putting up fliers inviting people to
meet with them at 3 p.m. Sundays in the
commons.

Hopkins said the administration has
not spoken directly to the group about a
decision on the matter.

“Theyapparently have noconcern about
how this is affecting us, and ifthey do, they
aren’t concerned about how we feel about
how it’s affecting us,” Hopkins said.

Janos Erodelyi, a junior double major-
ing in illustration and electronic media,
brought up the ethical aspect of students
paying for a product that they receive only
partially.

“I'thinkitisratherunethical for them to
allow students to fill up a classroom, and

sign up for a class, and pay for the class, for
which they know that the classroom is
unprepared,” Erodelyi said. “The lab is
incapable offilling all the needs of students
who are paying for the full load. They’re
taking the money but we’re not seeing the
results of it.”

If the equipment is removed, DeMao
said the department would continue to
provide printers, large screen monitors
and scanners, while students would have
to purchase central processing units.

Other alternatives being examined,
DeMao said, include charging course fees
to help pay for the computer labs and their
upkeep.

“T'velooked at other schools and they'’re
charging about $125 per semester,” he
said, explaining that he has not deter-
mined a specific amount for the possible
fee.

—CT News Editor Melanie Irvin contrib-
uted to this article.

Do you care where
$400,000 of your
Student Activities Fee
money is being spent?

STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION

There are at-large seats open on the Appropriations Committee that
decides the destination of these funds.

For information about a position on the SGA Appropriations Committee
come to the SGA office, room 018F, downstairs Commons in the Student
Activities Center. Or call 828-7551 ¢/o Amy Novotny.
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The Dirty Dozen

After weekly debates at our editorial
board meetings, despite much strong arm-
ing and bribery, the seven members could
not agree on which Senate candidate to
endorse. Cries of "Promiscuous Drug User,"
"Lying S.0.B.," and "Who?" echoed again
and again.

Realizing that our many devoted read- -

ers have been waiting patiently for such an
endorsement, we compromised and came
up with "The Dirty Dozen," 12 prominent
issues in the election.

While there is little consensus on the
actual answers to these policy questions,
we would still like to point out the different
sides to the issues. They are in sound-bite
form, directly quoted from the Scrupulous
Seven. Here they are, with the vote count
included:

1. Death penalty:

® For: "Fry 'em all. Eye for an eye." (4)

® Against: "Two wrongs don't make a
right. It's uncivilized and expensive." (3)

2. Term limits:

 For: "There is no incentive for them to
do what their constituents want because
they know odds are they'll win again." (3)

¢ Against: "If you want them out, vote
them out." (4)

3. Abortion:

¢ For: "A woman has a right to choose.
Government stays out of it." (5)

® Against: "Use birth control." (2)

4. Universal health care coverage:

® For: "When you don't have health
coverage, you'll understand." (3)

¢ Against: "This is a capitalist nation,
not a socialist nation." (4)

5. Welfare limit of two years:

* For: "This will stop people from abus-
ing the system." (4)

® Against: "If we can afford an aircraft
carrier, we can afford to feed starving
people. Without welfare, people would be
starving." (3)

6. Gays in the military:
 For: "All people are created equal." (5)
® Against: 0

* Two abstentions

7. Gun control — abolish the Sec-
ond Amendment:

® For: "It's not 1776 anymore, and there
are no more single-shot muskets." (2)

® Against: "Ifyou mess with one amend-
ment, you mess with them all." (4)

® One abstention

8. Educational funding —

vouchers:

¢ For: "Alittlecompetition can'thurt."(3)

¢ Against: "It's bringing capitalism to
education, and the losers are the stu-
dents."(4)

9. Three strikes and you're out:

e For: "They've already had three
chances. Too bad." (3)

® Against: "It's too comprehensive and
all-inclusive." (4)

10. Lift arms embargo on Bosnia:

® For: "We are not an island unto our-
selves. Someone should be helping." (5)

® Against: "We don't need to help them.
They should help themselves." (2)

11. Balanced budget amendment:

 For: "If we as citizens have to adhere
to a budget then so should Congress." (5)

® Against: "It's unrealistic, and the first
things that would get cut are education
and social programs." (2)

12. Multilateral coalitions led by
the United Nations:

® For: "Why did we found the thing in
the first place?" (5)

* Against: "We should not get involved
in world issues." (2)

There they are, the Dirty Dozen. We
acknowledge that despite our incredibly
perceptive grasp of the issues, you the
reader may still be confused as to how to
vote come Nov. 8. While we cannot advise
you on this decision, the important thingis
to make that trip to the ballot box.

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of
the Commonwealth TIMES editorial
board.

All government -- indeed, every human benefit and enjoyment, every
virtue and every prudent act -- is founded on compromise and barter.

= Edmund Burke

- Second Speech on Conciliation with America. The Thirteen Resolutions.

(March 22, 1775)
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Greg Weatherford

How things change!

After decades bemoaning the
televisionization of America, liberal arts
majors should be thrilled by the latest
controversy storming across the media:
It's about a book.

Butsincethatbook, “TheBell Curve,”
claims the United Statesis on theverge
of a new society led by a small group of
brainy technocrats, they aren't thrilled
atall.

And when that book's authors,
Charles Murray and the late Richard
Herrnstein, conclude from their study
ofintelligence — measured by IQ tests —
that intelligence is inherited (that is,
stupid people engender stupid children
and vice versa), and that the toiling,
dimmer masses who don't rise to the
top of the intellectual heap will include
most blacks, well, the liberal arts ma-
jors really see red.

Some conservatives writing in de-
fense of the book, however, argue that
Murray and Herrnstein aren't just
spouting racistideology — they're scien-
tists, after all. They're simply reporting
the unpleasant facts. When scientists
suggest the U.S. government enact
policies to keep this intellectual strati-
fication from occurring, they're just
doing what they're supposed to be do-

g.

One getsthesenseit'sall been heard

fore.

In 1904, Alfred Binet was commis-
sioned by the French government to
devise a test to identify students doing
poorly in school so those students could
get special attention. After seven years
of work, Binet perfected a scale to do
just that: He essentially invented the
intelligence quotient, or IQ.

The test was designed for a specific,
practical purpose; Binet knew it.

In 1905, he wrote: "The scale, prop-
erly speaking, doesnot permitthe mea-
sure of the intelligence, because intel-
lectual qualities ... cannot be measured
as linear surfaces are measured."

Not only that — Binet insisted that
his tests were not designed to rank
people of average or above-average in-
telligence. "We are of the opinion that
the most valuable use of our scale will
not be its application to the normal
pupils, but rather to those of inferior
gradesofintelligence,"hewrotein 1908.

Thirdly, he firmly stated that his
tests were not to be used as a way to
permanently stigmatize those who did
poorly. Intelligence is not something
that can be pegged forever toanumber,
Binet wrote repeatedly. IQ scores can
change. The ability tolearn canitselfbe
learned.

All of Binet's warnings were ignored
by American theoreticians.

In the early years of this century, a
movement arose to keep the "feeble-
minded" and the "morons" from repro-
ducing more of their kind.

‘The movement was called eugenics,
and its followers claimed they were
working to keep America from falling
into the hands ofa feebleminded horde.
The feebleminded, the eugenicists pro-
claimed earnestly, areinordinately fond
of reproduction.

Sure, many of those measured as
feebleminded were poor or black or
both. But the eugenicists were scien-
tistsand didn'tletthemselvesbeswayed
by such things.

After all, the scientists reasoned,
many poor people were poor because
they were stupid. And the scientists
had already concluded to their own
satisfaction that blacks were the least
intelligent of the races.

Around the same time, Lewis M.
Ternan, a professor at Stanford Uni-
versity, began the first mass IQ testing.
Herevised Binet's tests, massaging the
figures so "average" children scored
100. The current Stanford-Binet test is
a direct descendant of Ternan's cre-
ation.

In 1916, Ternan wrote:

"It is safe to predict that in the near
future intelligence tests will bring tens
of thousands of ... defectives under the
surveillance and protection of society.
This will ultimately resultin curtailing
the reproduction of feeble-mindedness
and in the elimination of enormous
amount of crime, pauperism, and in-
dustrial inefficiency."

This would be chilling enough. But
add to that the fact that Ternan's be-
liefswere accepted by American policy-
makers.

Supreme Court Justice Oliver
Wendell Holmes Jr. ruled in 1927 that
aVirginia woman, Carrie Buck, should
be sterilized because she, her parents
and her child rated as "imbeciles" on
the Stanford-Binet test. "Three gen-
erations of imbeciles are enough,"
Holmes wrote.

In the continuing struggle to pre-
vent a wave of the feebleminded from
engulfing American society, 7,500 men
and womenin Virginiawere proclaimed
congenitally moronic. Then they were
forcibly sterilized.

The forced sterilizations continued
until 1972.

It's no accident that Hitler's pro-
gram of racial purity was based di-
rectly upon the American eugenics
movement.

Eventually, the American move-
mentsagged and faded in the face of the
Third Reich's efficient genocide. But
we are left with its legacy: the almost
useless yet revered Stanford-Binet 1Q
test.

And we continue to hold firm our
conviction thatscientistsdon'tletthem-
selves be swayed by such ephemeral
things as politics and racism.

How things change.

Submi

to Student Soapbox must be no

mailbox number is P.O. Box 842010.

are er to

the Commonwealth TIMES or VCU.

more than 800 words. Typed submissions should
be addressed to Erin Hierholzer, Box'2010, Rich-
mond, VA 23284-2010, or dropped off at room
1149 of the General Purpose Academic Building.
The Commonwealth Times reserves the right to
edit for grammar, style and space.
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NOMINEES SOUGHT FOR UNIVERSITY'S MULTICULTURAL AWARDS

Nominations for the Presidential Awards for Community Multicultural Enrichment are invited. A description of the awards, award criteria, and
other nomination information is included below.

Four separate awards are available to recognize students, faculty, classified and hourly staff, and administrators again this year. In addition to the
recognition that the award brings, the recipient will receive $500. The Riese-Melton Award, which is given for contributions to cross-cultural relations, is
the capstone award. The recipient of the Riese-Melton Award will be chosen from the four winners of the Presidential Awards and will receive an addi-
tional $250. All of the awards will be presented by President Trani during the 1995 Community Learning Week program in January.

The committee invites your nominations for the Presidential Awards for Community Multicultural Enrichment. Please note that all nominations
must be received by November 7, 1994. We hope that you will assist the university in celebrating diversity by taking time to nominate someone who has
contributed to community multicultural enrichment at VCU.

— Barbara J. Ford, chair of the Presidential Awards for Community
Multicultural Enrichment Committee

Purpose: The university promotes an environment of excellence, access and diversity. To maintain such an environment, every person
and organizational unit should recognize and accept responsibility to contribute to this integral part of VCU's mission. These awards are bestowed
by the President of VCU to members of the university community in recognition of some significant contribution towards the principles, goals and
ideals of affirmative action or toward enhancing the institution's committment to diversity. They were created to recognize and encourage such
contributions that may include (but are not limited to) promoting civility, building community, establishing effective cross-cultural initiatives,
advocating equity, and nurturing tolerance within the university community.

Award Criteria

A. Faculty Award. All instructional faculty are eligible. Recognizes contributions or efforts made toward enhancing the goals of
affirmative action or racial/ethnic and cultural diversity at VCU, especially in the areas of teaching, research, or service.

B. Administrator Award. Administrators and those who hold professional faculty appointments are eligible. Recognizes contributions
or efforts made toward enhancing the goals of affirmative action or racial/ethnic and cultural diversity at VCU, particularly that go
above and beyond the routine expectations of the individual's position.

C. Classified and Hourly Staff Award. Classified staff and hourly employees are eligible under the same criteria outlined in Section B.

D. Student Award. Individual students and student organizations are eligible. Recognizes contributions and leadership in the criteria
outlined above, especially in the areas of promoting civility, building community, and cross-cultural communication.

E. The Riese-Melton Award will be given to one of the above.

Previous Recipients of the Presidential Awards for Community Multicultural Enrichment

1993 1994
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