WEATHER INSIDE

Commonwealth

FRIDAY - Occasional rain and «“Aura,” a new
drizzle. Chance of rain 80 percent. concept gracing
Highs in the upper 50s. Northwest the pages of the
winds between 15 mph and 20 mph Commonwealth
. Times, makes its
| WEEKEND — Mostly cloudy with a debut. Check it
chance of rain. Highs in the 60s. out! »
Lows between 50 and 55. See pages 8-9.
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Black Caucus rebuts
council’s allegations ,
of race discrimination -

ersity

| wanna
hold

Matthew J. Weeks
CT SENIOR WRITER

The Black Caucus voted to submit a letter to the
Commonwealth Times, addressed to Interfraternity Coun-
cil Vice President Michael Hancock, in a move torebut the
statements he made in the Nov. 4 issue of the CT.

Hancock alleged in the Nov. 4 issue that “there are
organizations on this campus that discriminate on the
basis of race and they receive the same student funds that
we (IFC) are denied.” In the article, he specifically men-
tioned the Black Caucus as one particular organization.

The letter states that comments made by Hancock and
Matt Fedowitz, IFC president, were false.

Black Caucus Vice President Anglea Toney said that
the letter is addressed specifically to Hancock and not to
IFC.

“The IFC didn’t make those statements,”she said in an
interview yesterday. “Although he’s (Hancock) represent-
ing IFC, I guess I can’t blame the organization for the

SHAKE AND SMILE -

allegations that he made.”

The letter states that, contrary to Hancock’s beliefs, Bob Busch, chariman of
there are white people in'black organizations and that the the Hospita,l Hospitality
Black Caucus’ constitution never states that people of 3

| House and VCU Presi-

other nationalities cannot join. Toney said that the letter
was written to show people the group’s purpose.

Toney expressed displeasurewith Hancock’scomments
because she said she felt they were distorted.

Elizabeth C. Bell, assistant director for student activi-
ties who also oversees Greek affairs, agrees with Toney’s
stance.

“It looks as if he (Hancock) may have made an inaccu-
rate comment, because whoever wrote the letter is accu-
rate in saying that it’s not in any constitution of Black
Caucus, or any other African-American organization on
campus, that they discriminate on the basis of race,” she
said yesterday. “His statement was technically incorrect
and he probably did not realize that at the time.”

dent Eugene P. Trani
exchange a handshake
at Wednesday’s dedica-
tion ceremony for the
new MCV/VCU Hospital
Hospitality House. The
groups’s board of
directors also launched
i atwo-year $2.2 million
fund-raising drive for

| renonvation of the

| eight-story house.

% d
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Board of Visitors names
Harris as acting president

Goins arrested in New York

Melanie Irvin

e — emy.
CT News EpiTor Klein said he was unsure if Goins would
. ; fight extradition to Richmond.
Trani to Spe nd summer as reseaer f ellow Christopher C. Goins, the alleged mass The FBI obtained a warrant Wednes-

Melanie Irvin
CT News EprTor

Grace E. Harris, VCU provost and vice
president for academic affairs, will serve
as acting president from
June 15 through Sept.
15 while President Eu-
gene P. Trani takes sab-
batical leave.

The VCU Board of
Visitorsyesterdayunani-
mouslyapproved Trani’s
recommendation of Har-
ris for the post.

Trani will spend the
summer as a Research Fellow at the Uni-
versity of London.

“T will sleep well in London knowing

Grace E. Harris

Grace Harris (is serving as president),” he
said.

Working for 20 years with a colleague
researching President Woodrow Wilson’s
Russian policy, Trani said he hopes to have
a 400-page manuscript prepared by the
end of the summer.

“This is a piece of Eugene Trani you
didn’t know about,” Trani said, referring to
his book.

Inaddition, the board approved general
guidelines for the university’s planned ex-
pansion along Broad Street between
Belvidere and Harrison streets.

The guidelines, prepared by the archi-
tectural firm Michael Dennis & Associ-
ates, outline several recommendations for

VISITORS continued to page 4 »

murderer who has been charged with 5
counts of capital murder, was arrested
yesterday morning in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Goins was charged with killing Daphne
Jones, 29; her children, Nicole Jones, 9;
David Jones, 4; RobertJones, 3;and James
Nathaniel Randolph, 35, the father of two
of the children, Oct. 14 in Gilpin Court.
Goins had been missing since the shooting.

FBI Agent Stanley Klein joined Rich-
mond police Chief Marty Tapscott, Mayor
Leonidas B. Young and City Manager Rob-
ert Bobb in a televised press conference
about 10 a.m. yesterday to announce the
arrest.

“I hope they (the victims’ families) feel
some solace in knowing the killer, alleged
killer of their loved ones, has been brought
to justice,” Klein said during the press
conference at the Richmond Police Acad-

day to search the apartment where they
believed Goins and his girlfriend, Monique
Littlejohn, were staying. At 5:30 a.m. yes-
terday, a SWAT team stormed the apart-
ment and arrested the pair without inci-
dent, Klein said.

Goins had shaved his head and facial
hair, Klein said, adding that most of the
ongoing investigation had been focused in
New York.

Littlejohn has been charged with forg-
ery.

Goins was to appear in New York court
yesterday morning for arraignment.

“It’s ironic that the day the tragedy
occurred was also dark and rainy,” the city
manager said.

“It’s ironic that today’s climate is simi-
lar with the arrest of Christopher Goins in
New York City.”
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WORLD/NATION

* Nepal election returns show
communists leading

KATMANDU, Nepal — Early results
Wednesday from parliamentary elections
in Nepal show a communist alliance lead-
ing the centrist party that has controlled
government for the past three years.

Twenty of the 30 seats already an-
nounced from Tuesday’s voting have gone
to left-wing parties.

The communist-led parties’ promise of
land reforms have wide appeal in this
mountainous agricultural country.

¢ Security Council welcomes
Iraq’s recognition

UNITED NATIONS — The Security
Council Wednesday welcomed Iraq’s rec-
ognition of Kuwait’s bordersin a letter, but
in a less enthusiastic manner than what a
majority of the council members would
have preferred.

The United States and Britain were
pitted against the other 13 members of the
council, who claimed they had been forced
toaccept atoned-down version ofa letter to
Iraq’s delegate in response to the country’s
recognition of Kuwaiti borders.

The council had been debating the
letter’s content since Monday.

Most members of the council wanted to
emphasize that Iraq had taken a major
steptoward repairingitsreputationamong
nations.

The United States argued that Saddam
Hussein had been duplicitous since the
Persian GulfWar ended and didn’t want to
send Baghdad too much of an encouraging
message.

* Woman ordered to stop suing

people

PHILADELPHIA — After filing more
than 7001lawsuits already thisyear, Brenda
Butler Bryant has been ordered to stop
suing people until she hires a lawyer or
finds a doctor to certify that sheis mentally
competent.

Burger King, the CIA, the University of
Pennsylvania and the Philadelphia School
Board are just a few of those Bryant has
sued.

Senior U.S. District Judge John P.
Fullman ordered her to put a halt to her
filings, claiming the handwritten lawsuits
were “incomprehensible.”

Fullman added that her lawsuits con-
tained no complete sentences.

In February, when a judge ruled that
court clerks were not required to send
copies of her lawsuits to those she sued,
Bryant sued the judge.

VIRGINIA

¢ Man found guilty in fatal beer
dispute

VIRGINIA BEACH — A dispute at a

grocery checkout on April 29 led to one

man’s death and another facing a long

prison sentence.

CircuitJudgeA. Bonwill Shockley Tues-
day found Michael Shane Mitchell guilty of
second-degree murder. Mitchell could re-
ceive up to 20 years in prison when he is
sentenced in January.

Mitchell, 22, and George Fedon, 44, got
into a scuffle after Mitchell’s beer was
mistakenly rung up on Fedon’sbill. During
thefight, Fedon got Mitchellintoa headlock,
and Mitchell pulled out a 9mm pistol and
killed Fedon.

* Woman’s 1991 conviction upheld
GRUNDY — The 1991 conviction of a
woman charged with hiring two men tokill
her husband, because she believed he was

molestingher 18-month-olddaughter, was-

upheld Tuesday by a three-judge panel of
the Virginia Court of Appeals.

Sharon Smith was convicted in
Buchanan Circuit Court of solicitation to
commit murder. The jury recommended
Smith receive three months in prison.

One of the men she approached about
shooting Smitty Smith alerted police au-
thorities. The police eventually wired him
with hidden microphones to gather evi-
dence.

Her husband was shot Oct. 18, 1989, by
two relatives who were not involved in the
police operation. Smith survived and de-
nied his wife’s claim that he molested their
daughter. Smith wasn’t charged in connec-
tion with his wife’s allegation.

Smith can appeal the case to the full 10-
judge panel or appeal it to the Virginia
Supreme Court.

RicHMOND

* Stabbing ruled as self-defense

A Richmond Circuit judge ruled Tues-
day that a Vietnamese man acted in self-
defense when he stabbed the owner of the
Asum Gourmet Restaurantat900W. Grace

Quoc Viet Dinh Vu, 21, testified that he
and Tien Quang Vu, 33, got into a scuffle
around 6:15 p.m. Aug. 15 after he learned
that Tien had been recklessly driving his
vehicle.

Quoc said that Tien hit him in the face
several times and started to choke him

before he pulled a knife and stabbed Tien.

The knife wound pierced Tien’s heart,
and he died from the wound at MCV Hos-
pitals.

CamMmpus

* Professors create ET Center

in Russia

Dr. Edward M. Racht, assistant profes-
sor of internal medicine, and Dr. Charles
Breindal, professor of health administra-.
tion, have established the Vladivostock
Center for Emergency Training in
Vladivostock, Russia.

The center was created in conjunction
with a health-care partnership program
between MCV and Vladivostock Munici-
pal Clinical Hospital. A U.S. Agency for
International Development grant funded
the project. About 300 physicians, nurses
and ambulance drivers will receive emer-
gency care training each year in central
and eastern Russia.

* MCV scientist awarded
international prize

Dr. Z. Reno Vlahcevic, chairman of
MCV’s Division of Gastroenterology, re-
cently was awarded the Adolf Windaus
Prize for Research in Cholesterol and Bile
Acid Metabolism. Vlahcevic was the fourth
person to receive the international award.
— Compiled from news sources.

CORRECTION — The Common-
wealth Times incorrectly printed the
date for VCU’s Homecoming in the
Oct. 5 issue. The event will be Nov. 17
through Nov. 19.
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CRIME SHORTS

For emergencies, contact
VCU Police at

use the ERTS pbones

118

¢ Grand larceny

AmaleVCUemployeereported that
between 8 a.m. and noon an AMX
remote control board was stolen from
the General Purpose Academic Build-

ing.
Total Value: $200
11/9

® Arrest

David Eric Delong was arrested on
a forgery and utterance charge at an
unknown time at the Ritter-Hickok
House. .

11/10

¢ Grand larceny

AmaleVCU employeereported that
between 3:30 p.m. 11/9 and 7:30 a.m.
11/10 a microwave, camera and refrig-
erator were stolen from the MM Lot.

Total Value: $375

1v11

* Damage to personal property
Afemale VCU studentreported that
between4p.m. 11/10and8a.m. 11/11
_someone damaged her vehicle in the
YY lot.

® Grand larceny

Itwasreported thatat12:24p.m.an
electronic balance was stolen from
Sanger Hall.

Total Value: $2,000

1113

¢ Harassing phone call

AmaleVCU studentin Rhoads Hall
reported that at 3:26 a.m. he received
a harassing phone call.

® Arrest

John Carvey was arrested at 11:08
p.m. at Hermitage and Broad streets
for carrying a concealed weapon.

1114

® Grand larceny

A female VCU employee reported
that between 6 p.m. 11/11 and 1 a.m.
11/14 a computer chip was stolen from
826 W. Franklin St.

Total Value: $500

* Harassing phone call

A female MCV employee in Sanger
Hall reported that at 2:27 p.m. she
received a harassing phone call.

e Grand larceny

A female MCV employee reported
that between 11/7 and 3 p.m. 11/14a
computer, data box and a cart were
stolen from the Main Hospital.

Total Value: $5,300

1115

® Grand larceny

AmaleVCUemployeereported that
between 7:30 p.m. 11/14 and 2:30 p.m.
11/15aPE600Balance wasstolen from
Sanger Hall.

Total Value: $2,000

28-1234 or

Class visitor gives insight on the Nov. 8 election

Leila M. Ugincius
CT StAFF WRITER

Delegate Eric Cantor, R- Henrico
County, spoke Wednesday to a state and
local government class taught by Nelson
Wikstrom, associate professor of political
science. His students wanted to discuss
crime, economic development and educa-
tion.

Cantor began by commenting on how
the Nov. 8 elections will affect the General
Assembly in the upcoming year:

“The elections last week (reflected) a
mood thatis also prevalentin Virginia,” he
said. “(It brought) a revolutionary change.
... It was a mood that swept this country.

“People are sick and tired of excuses.
They’re tired of hearing ‘we can’t do any-
thing about the welfare system . .. or about
social security.”

Cantor said a similar mood prevailed in
this past year’s gubernatorial election
where the crime issue was a prime concern
for constituents.

Gov. George Allen since has introduced
— and pushed through the legislature —

“The No. 1 root cause of most
crime in this country is the
deterioration of the family.”
- Delegate Eric Cantor, R-Henrico
County

what Cantor called a“revolutionary” crime
bill.

“Themostrelevantaspect ofthe bill was
the abolition of parole,” he said. “The cur-
rent situation is if you behave, you gain a
lot of ‘good time.” After Jan. 1, the maxi-
mum time (off) will be 15 percent.

“Further than that, there is no more
parole. We've strengthened tremendously
the amount of time served (in prison).”

Wikstrom’s students voiced their con-
cerns about funding for the new crime bill.
Cantor responded that the bill passed with
uncertainty of how much it would cost.

“The issue of funding was not answered
during this session,” he told the group.
“How to pay for it is one of the toughest
issues in the upcoming session.”

One student asked if the state govern-
ment will get to the root cause of crime to
prevent it.

Cantor agreed this is a problem.

“Let’s try to stop the bleeding rather
than putting a Band-Aid on it,” he said.

The legislator identified lack of role
models for young people and the disinte-
gration of the family unit as part of the
problem.

“The No. 1 root cause of most crime in
this country is the deterioration of the
family,” the Henrico politician said.

Another student asked what issues,
aside from crime, will be considered for
funding.

Cantor said secondary and higher edu-
cations, welfareand the prison system will
receive consideration.

“(They’re)all veryrelated with economi-
cal development,” he said. “Inner-city
(schools) have the most serious problems
yet they’re spending the most money per
pupil.”

Moreover, Cantor said, the crime issue
is intertwined with the economy.

“What company is going towant to build
in a crime-infested area?” he asked.

New fund-raising policy rewards priority
seating to those who donate the most

Sherry Jones
CT New Eprror

Some VCU basketball fans are a bit
outraged about a new fund-raising policy
for the Stuart C. Siegel Center, according
to an article in yesterday’s Richmond
Times-Dispatch.

This new fund-raising venture allows
people who donate money to get priority
seatingbased on the amount of money they

give.

Richard L. Sander, VCU’s athletic di-
rector, said the policyisbeingimplemented
to help defray costs for the $25 million
project.

The problem arose when season-ticket
holders recently were informed about the
new system, which is based on three crite-
ria — length of time as a season-ticket
holder, length of time and amount of pledg-
ing as a general donor and pledges toward
the center, the Times-Dispatch article re-

ported.

After signing a contract with Pepsi and
receiving a contribution from Siegel, the
athletic department still needs to raise $4
million to finance the center.

“That’s the bottom line,” Sander said.
“We've got to raise $4 million.”

In addition, student feeshaveincreased
by $100 to provide approximately $15 mil-
lion of the cost.

Sander added that VCU has a responsi-
bility to reward those people who are try-
ing to help get the Siegel Center built.

“People who are donors are the ones we
(VCU) want to take care of,” he said.

He added that he doesn’t understand
why people are so upset about having their
seats moved, adding that part of this new
policy stems from an attempt to move the
student seating section closer to the floor.

“All we're talking about is moving their
seats a little bit to accommodate those who
donate to the center,” Sander said.

Clinton school prayer comment angers group

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON - Although reserving
final judgment, President Clinton is not
rulingout possible support of school prayer,
prompting a liberal group to accused the
president of caving in to conservative Re-
publicans.

A proposed constitutional amendment
allowing voluntary prayer in schools is
high on the agenda of Republicans whowill
assume control of Congress next year.
House GOP leaders plan hearings on the
subject with a floor vote by summer.

When Clinton was asked about the is-
sue at a news conference in Indonesia
Tuesday, he said he has personally sup-
ported voluntary school prayer for some
time, but that it was necessary to ensure
students are not coerced into praying, or
forced to say a specific prayer.

Asforthe proposedamendment, Clinton
said: “Iwant toreservejudgment. Iwant to
see the specifics. I'll be glad to discuss it
with (the Republicans). ... I certainly
wouldn’t rule it out. It depends on what it
says.”

He also said, “What I think the country
needs and what I think the schools need is
a sense that there are certain basic values
of citizenship, including valuing the right
of people to have and express their faith,
which can be advocated without crossing
the line of separation of church and state
and without in any way undermining the
fabric of our society.”

Clinton’sremarks drew asharpresponse
from People for the American Way, a lead-
ing liberal group.

“The president’s first post-election sig-
nal on ‘culture war’ issues comes across as
an instant cave-in,” said Arthur J. Kropp,
the group’s president.

“Amending the Bill of Rights is a grave
step that has never before been taken in
our nation’s history. ... Instead of taking
his cues from Newt Gingrich, President
Clinton should be standing for the consti-
tutional rights ofall school children,” Kropp
added.

Liberal groupslonghaveargued against
the school prayer amendment on the
groundsitviolates the constitutional sepa-
ration of church and state.

.|
IFC revokes
Delta Chi fine

Matthew J. Weeks
CT SeENIOR WRITER

Interfraternity Council’s Execu-
tiveBoard accepted Wednesday Delta
Chi fraternity’s appeal of a $100 fine
imposed for missing three regular
meetings.

IFC Vice President Michael
Hancocksaid that Delta Chi appealed
the finebecause IFC has failed tosign
up for regular meeting space with the
University Student Commons. As a
result, he said, Delta Chi representa-
tives assumed IFC was not meeting.

Hancock said the executive board
saw this as a logical reason to revoke
the fine.

“Because of a breakdown in the
chain ofinformationamongsttheIFC
officers and in exchanging that infor-
mation with Delta Chi, the appeal
was accepted and the fine was tossed
out,” he said. “They had“good points
and good reasoning behind missing
their meetings. We're just being fair
to them because we made the mis-
take.”

Daniel Aderhold, IFC secretary,
praised representatives in their on-
going struggle to garner funds from
the Student Government Association.
Aderhold said hewill meet today with
SGA’s Appropriations Committee to
discuss IFC’s quest for funding.

He also said that Greek Council,
IFC and Panbhellenic Council have
appealed the appropriations
committee’s decision to revoke their
funding for the fall semester.

Greek Council, which houses both
IFC and Panhellenic, has been re-
structuring this semester. As a re-
sult, the group did not register as a
student organization, making it in-
eligible to receive funding.

IFCandPanhellenicmustrequest
funding from Greek Council.

Recently, IFC has sought to re-
ceive funding from SGA as an inde-
pendent organization.
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Cribbs informs
SGA about
architectural
guidelines

Tricia Nguyen
CT StAFF WRITER

Jeffrey Cribbs, associate vice
president for Capital Planning and
Real Estate Development, told the
Student Government Association
Executive Committee Monday
about the architec-

tural guidelines con- HV<U]g

cerning the physical

developments on

VCU’s Academicand

MCV campuses. (G oo i)
The guidelines at- _w

tempt to enact poli-

cies that preserve and enhance the
architectural integrity of existing
buildings, future buildings, land-
scape features, open spaces, pedes-
trian/vehicular circulation and ac-
cess on both campuses.

“To be successful in guiding the
future development of the institu-
tion, we ought to have a set of guide-
linesthatwe, asaninstitution, have
in which we seek professional assis-
tance,” Cribbs said.

Because VCU is an urban uni-
versity located within many neigh-
borhoods, Cribbs said, it takes on
the “flavor” of the individual, areas
in which it lies.

“We are not one single piece but
an eclectic kind of institution,”
Cribbs said. “We have to build on
recognizing that diversity.”

Cribbs suggested those architec-
turally significant buildings in the
neighborhoods be identified and
maintained, while finding ways to
deal with other, less sound, struc-
tures.

Another issue of concern is im-
proving the landscaping and light-
ing of VCU to “calm” the student
environment, Cribbs said.

“Theguidelinesarenotdiscipline
from the standpoint that they don’t
say we're going to place this build-
ingonthatsiteat thistime,” he said.

He said he attended the meeting
to inform senators that the guide-
lines are only a blueprint in devel-
opmental planning.

“What we wanted to do today is
share this document and let you
(the executive committee) know we
are actually in progress of improv-
ing(the VCU)environment,” Cribbs
said.

In other business, Cathaleen
Bryant, SGA president, announced
the possibility of a leadership cur-
riculum that will cross several cur-
riculums such as sociology, political
science and history.

“This curriculum would better
prepare students for leadership
roles,” Bryant said.

L. Victor Collins, interim direc-
tor for student activities who also
advises SGA, reminded the ;ena-
tors that there is an ad-hoc commit-
- teelooking intoleadershipdevelop-

ment, suggesting that the two
- groups work with one another.

First a plane, then a gunman, now a burglar

John Soloman
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON-Thesejustaren’tgood
days for the Secret Service. First,a plane
crashed on the lawn of the White House.
Then a gunman fired a semiautomaticrifle
on the executive mansion until passersby
tackledhim. Now aburglarhaswalked off
unimpeded with several items — includ-
ing a TV and radio — from a Treasury
building that Secret Service agents patrol
24 hours a day.

The victimized agency, the Office of
Foreign Assets Control, has other prob-
lems as well — several federal investiga-
tions into its conduct in trade embargo
cases.

“We have peaks and valleys,” Secret
Service spokesman Jaime Cagigas said.
“We can go years and years without any-
thing and then you can have several in a
row like this.”

The Secret Service isn’t releasing the
incident report, but Cagigas confirmed the
burglary occurred overnight Oct. 18 on the

second floor of the Treasury annex build- -

ing, directly across the street from the
majesticmain Treasury Departmentbuild-

g.

The two buildings are among the most
tightly secured in the government. Visi-
tors are stopped at the entrances by Secret
Service agents and cannot go farther un-
less they are authorized by someone who
works in the building.

Usually, a visitormust provide a date of
birth, which is logged into a Secret Service
computer system along with specific infor-
mation about when he arrived and left and
whom he was going to see.

Cagigas declined to provide specifics
about the OFACburglary, but government
officials familiar with the case, who spoke
only on condition of anonymity, said staff
members discovered it upon arriving for
work in the morning.

Awindowin OFAC 'ssecond-floorrecords
room, where government files are stored,
was found ajar and numerous personal
items from workers’ desks, including a TV
and radio, were taken, the officials said.

The burglary surprised OFAC staff, the
officials said, because in order to reach the
window from the outside, the perpetrator
would have had to scale a trash compactor
and the two-story wall. Several obvious
footprints were found on a table, suggest-
ing the burglar may not have been so
careful, officials said.

OFAC already is a tense office, since a-
federal grand jury, the Treasury inspector
general and congressional committees be-
gan investigating its activities.

Those probes began in response to Asso-
ciated Press stories that cited documents
suggesting the agency, for political rea-
sons, improperly dragged itsfeetina crimi-
nal case.

Cagigas declined to discuss specifics of
the break-in. But when asked how Secret
Service agents who patrol the building day
and night could have failed to detect the
burglar, he conceded the incident had
spurred a review of security arrangements
for the building.

“Those are things that are being looked
at,” he said.

CAUCUS

continued from page 1

Hancock said he was “distraught”by
the toneoftheletter, which singled him
out, as well as IFC President Matthew
Fedowitz.

“They’re attacking me personally in
this letter, rather than the issue that I
was talking about,” he said. “I find that
very offensive (and) very unprofessional
in their part. I think if an organization
isgoing tosingle outindividuals, it’snot
good policy on their behalf.”

Hancock said that the comments
were taken out of context in the letter.

“The issue that I'm trying to point
outhereis that we area group of cultur-
ally diverse individuals who are denied
funding because we are males and yet
there are much less diverse organiza-
tions, like Black Caucus, which receive
the same funding (we are denied),”
Hancock said. “It’s not just Black Cau-
cus; I didn’t single them out. I used
them as an example of one of many.”

Bell said this is a funding issue, not
a cultural issue, and it shouldn’t even
be discussed.

“I think bringing cultural diversity
into it at this point, is really a moot
point,” she said. “Everyone should be
culturally diverse. It really shouldn’t be
an issue.”

She suggested that IFC, Student
Government Association senators and
the Black Caucus, engage in “healthy
discussions,” on the nature oftheir fund-
ing dilemmas.

“I think that it’s an issue that is
getting increasingly heated and I think
the parties need to sit down and talk
about, instead of splashing their accu-
sations and rebuttals all over the Com-
monwealth Times,” she said. “I don’t
think that is a forum that they need to

Black Caucus Rebuttal

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following letter was submitted to Michael Hancock
and the Commonwealth Times by Black Caucus. It has been edited for
accuracy with permission from Black Caucus President Grace Prince.

To Michael Hancock, Interfraternity
Council vice president:

Recently, it has come to our attention that
you made some comments conceming black
organizations on campus. This is very
distressing because your comments were not
true. Your statements, that were printed on the
front page of the Commonwealth Times
Friday, November 4 issue, would have many
students to believe that there is truth to what
you said. In response to those statements, we
have written a rebuttal.

You stated “there are organizations on this
campus that discriminate on the basis of race
and they receive the same student funds that
we are denied” and in an interview after the
IFC meeting you cited the Black Caucus as
one such group. This comment is false, there
are white people in black organizations on
campus. You also claimed that African-
American organizations on campus “can get -
money straight from SGA and through Black
Caucus,” which is also false because there are
black organizations on campus that do not get
funds from SGA or Black Caucus. Black Greek
letter organizations, being an example, do not
receive funding because they have a
discretionary intake process.

IFC President Matthew Fedowitz also
stated that there is not a written rule claiming
people of different backgrounds can't join the
African-American organization, but that it is

unwritten. To this statement the Black
Caucus replies by asking two questions,

1. Did Mr. Fedowitz attempt to join the
Black Caucus?

2. Did Mr. Fedowitz ever attempt to
attend a Black Caucus Meeting?

The Black Caucus has four at large seats
where anyone can join with the only
requirement being they have a 2.0 cumula-
tive GPA.

One must only complete an application. If
the Black Caucus discriminates on the basis
of race then the question of race would be
asked on the application, which it is not.

Finally, we would like to explain to
everybody why there is a need for black
organizations here at VCU. Black organiza-
tions on this campus are here to serve as a
vehicle through which African-American
students can voice their concerns and
opinions about the decisions which affect
their existence at VCU. The Black Caucus is
the umbrella organization which serves to
govem all black student organizations. The
Black Caucus is committed to representing
black student organization’s concems to
enhance social, political, and cultural
awareness at VCU. However, it is open to
anyone regardless of race.

The Black Caucus strongly encourages
investigation about our organization or it's
policies prior to publicizing false statements.

—Black Caucus

engage this discussion (in).”
cock said that he plans to issue a

statement to the Black Caucus, expressing
his views and beliefs.

“I’have no problem with what the Black
Caucus does on this campus,” he said.

“As a matter of fact, I think there is a
placefororganizations like (them) on (cam-

pus).”

As for Toney, her feelings of resent-
ment may not go away anytime soon.

“I was personally offended by his
statements,” she said. “I think that he
owes all African-American organiza-
tions an apology for the statements he
made, if he’s really sincere.”

VISITORS

continued from page 1

the area:

e develup Shafer Street as a north-
south spine between Cabell Library and
the Broad Street Corridor;

® develop a new campus entrance at
Broad and Shafer streets;

¢ develop with the city of Richmond a
strategy for “calming” traffic as it passes

through the campus — especially on Main
Street.

Michael Dennis, who presented the
guidelines to the board, called this expan-
sionthe“boldest university moveI'veseen.”

He said he has met with city officials, as
well as citizens, to examine the costs and
benefits of developing the Broad Street
Corridor.

“This will unite the two campuses with
a link down Bicad Street,” Dennis said.

In other business, the board:

¢ reviewed a 5-year strategic plan for
the VCU School of Business;

¢ approved requests fortheprivatization
of the University Bookstore and for Uni-
versity Printing Services;

 approved naming the recreation/con-
vocation center the Stuart C. Siegel Cen-
ter;

® recognized 6 students for their scho-
lastic achievements.
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Trani administration should lay off electorate

Recently, VCU President Eugene P.
Trani has been trying to control the Stu-
dent Government Association. Now other
VCU administratorshavejumped onboard.

The administration is trying to keep
SGA on a tight leash, preventing them
from being a true governing body.

William H. Duvall, dean of student af-
fairs, and L. Victor Collins, interim direc-
tor for student activities, along with other
SGA advisers presented SGA Executive
Committee members with a new SGA con-
stitution. The constitution outlines SGA’s
purpose and senators’ responsibility.

This proposed constitution was written
without any student participation.

Instead of bypassing our elected stu-
dent representatives, Duvall and Collins
should have done their jobs as SGA advis-
ers and pointed out the problems in the
existingdocument, givingsenatorsachance
to do their jobs and look for appropriate
solutions.

These administrators say they only are
making recommendations, butitsurelooks
like they are trying to control and manipu-
late the governing power of SGA.

Although SGA may have a chance to
make changes in the proposed constitu-
tion, senators ought to have been the ones

deciding when and if the constitution
needed to be revised.

Senators should not stand for such ac-
tion. They should not let the administra-
tionarbitrarily make fundamental changes
in the constitution.

If administrators have something to
say, theyshould present theirideas to SGA
and let senators decide what needs to be
done. Just as senators must work within
theorganization, theadministratorsought
to do the same.

For example, this proposed constitution
calls for an increase in the number of
senators from 36 to 50.

SGA can’t even keep all its seats filled
now. It’s absurd to suggest an increase.

It seems these few select administra-
tors are trying to make SGA more “repre-
sentative.”

ButjustasSGA Vice President Jonathan
Bartee said in Wednesday’s Common-
wealth Times, changing the constitutionis
notgoing tomake SGA more efficient. Only
students can do that by making the sena-
tors accountable to their constituents.

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of
the Commonwealth TIMES editorial
board.

Popularity is a crime from the moment it is sought; it is only a virture where

men have it whether they will or no.

- George Savile, Marquess Of Halifax, “Political, Moral and Miscellaneous Reflections”

Melanie Irvin
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Ben Ragsdale

Republican Congress of 1950s Cared
for the Masses, Unlike Gingrich

The last time the Republicans had a
majority in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives was in the 50s.

I was a kid then, and my main TV fare
during those years ranged from Howdy
Doody to the original Mickey Mouse Club
to Davy Crockett.

TV news was still in its infancy but was
already highly influential and gaining an
avid audience. Iwas among the lessavid in
that audience. But it sure did beat reading
then-pictureless Time and U.S. News and
World Report.

I vividly remember the filmed reports
from President Dwight Eisenhower’snews
conferences.

“Tke” was not a polished performer. But
people did believe what he told them —a
tradition with U.S. presidents that welong
ago discarded.

Then there was the “Ev and Charley
Show.”

“Ev” and “Charley” were Sen. Everett
Dirksen (R-I1l.) and Rep. Charles Halleck
(R-Ind.), the Republican majority leaders
in the Senate and the House, respectively.

The combined charisma of this avuncu-
lar pair made the often inarticulate
Eisenhower look like a game show host by
comparison.

Though the Republican Congress of the
’50s did its share of nay-saying, as Repub-
licans are prone to do, they also kept the
federal government intact.

They did not try to unravel the New
Deal, things like Social Security which
were working for all of us. The Republicans

joined Democrats in funding an ambitious
new Interstate Highway System and fed-
eral aid to education.

Dirksen and Halleck were, like
Eisenhower and most other GOP leaders
of the time, rooted in the American politi-
cal mainstream. Toward the end of his
Senate career, in 1964, Dirksen lent vital
support tothe passage of President Lyndon
Johnson’s Civil Rights Act, saying it repre-
sented “an idea whose time has come.”

Nowasavvy publicservantnamed Newt
Gingrich says the time has come for his
new — and sometimes radically different
— ideas.

The Georgia congressman, expected to
become Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives in January, has been omnipresent
over the past ten days. His ideas, many of
which are quite specific and some of which
arevery vague (or disguised), are bouncing
around the country like pinballs reflecting
his wizardry.

Sen. Robert Dole (R-Kan.), the once and
future majority leader in the Senate, gen-
erally has been relegated either toa stance
of for or against the Gingrich agenda. Usu-
ally an independent spirit and party to
many a deal with Democrats through the
years, Dole, begrudgingly, may favor most
of Gingrich’s agenda.

The national political scene is changing
dramatically. The election ten days ago
was truly a watershed event. It behooves
us all to get to know the goals of Rep.
Gingrich and his allies. They may be radi-
cally changing our lives.

Letter to the Editor

Ignore the bad judge of modern dance

“What is art?” This is the question of a
VCU studentinanarticlehewrote entitled
“Artists Don’t Dance Like They’re Having
a Seizure,” appearing in the Nov. 9 edition
of the Commonwealth Times. He is refer-
ring to Doug Varone’s concert of modern
dance.

Mills readily puts down Varone’s work,
calling it ugly, unartistic, uncreative and
suitable for morons. Not only did Mills not
attend Varone’s concert, but his only expe-
rience with modern dance is from a seg-
ment of late night television. I must say
this is hardly a reasonable impression of
modern dance.

Mills claims this modern dance thing
has him confused. Well, I am confused and
baffled that someone who is ignorant to
this art form and who is not even willing to
give it a chance can degrade it this way.

Mills claims Varone only likens himself
to areal artist and saves himselfby admit-
ting his piece is “awkward and ugly.”
Varone’s response is not an excuse to ap-
pease those who do not understand the
meaning behind his work. It is simply a
statement that art is not always pretty to
look at. It is the meaning behind it that

makes it beautiful.

The whole essence of modern dance is
that it is filled with emotion and has a
significant meaning behind it, whether or
not that meaning is the same for everyone.

Though Mills does not respect modern
dance as a form of art, he does respect

- ballet because it has a beauty to it. Anyone
whoonlyappreciatesart forits appearance
has a very narrow insight of the world of
art. ?

Wealllearned when we werelittle never
to judge a book by its cover. Mills does not
understand why people are enjoying mod-
ern dance so much. I encourage him and
anyone else who feels this way to open the
book and go experience some real dancing
for themselves.

“What is art?” Mills asks. Art is the use
of skill and imagination in the production
ofthingsofbeauty. Whatisbeauty? Beauty
is qualities that give pleasure to the senses
or exalt the mind. What gives pleasure to
our senses is quite different for everyone.
Therefore one person can not say what is
and is not art.

- Mandy Edds
VCU dance major

Submissions to Student Soapbox
mustbe nomorethan800words. Typed
submissions should be addressed to
Erin Hierholzer, Box 2010, Richmond,

VA 23284-2010, or dropped off at room
1149 of the General Purpose Academic
Building. The Commonwealth Times
reserves the right to edit for grammar,
style and space.
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"CARS FOR A CURE"

Donate any car, truck, RV or boat you own.

OdNo cost to you
’anguageS. QWe do all the work
QEnd of year tax break
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life insurance.

Today, every educator should gét an education in
life insurance. Call the TIAA Life Insurance
Planning Center. Weekdays, 8AM to 8PM, E.S.T.

1800 223-1200 vep. 561

This offer is available to faculty, staff, administrators and their spouses.

NT. A

X\AY\ pn“'"‘“ “ uusmcnoss THE VERMONTBORDER)
I.IlXIIIl! CONDO

IDAX SIKI & SIOW

’nnn include “
batt's & Malu
NIGHTS OF
© 6ROUPIEADER m(ﬂl!ﬁllﬁ

DISCOUNTS
© cALLFORMORE
INFORMATION

Teachers Insurance and
Annuity Association
730 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017-3206

€ NOTE: THE LEGAL AGE TO

CONSUME ALCOHOL IS 18

Call e |-800-999-SKI-9

Ensuring the future for those who shape it

8 8 8

The Virginia Alliance for the Mentally Il is starting a support group for sibling and adult chil-
dren of those surviving with a mental illness. This group is for all brothers, sisters, sons and
daughters of those with a mental illness. The group will provide emotional support, education,
and resources to siblings and adult children. It will also provide a forum where siblings and
adult children can share their feelings in a safe place and receive comfort from others who
share the same experience. :

The support group's first meeting is scheduled November 10, 1994. If you would like to attend,
please call the Virginia Alliance for the Mentally Ill office. Contact Val Marsh at 225-8264.

: 3 DID YOU KNOW?
Community Bio-Resources, Inc. e
THE PLASMA YOU DONATE HELPS:
Until Robots * Patients in shock * Protect against infection
replace humans... i Eleefi(iiﬂgl Disorders e * Accident Victims
...your plasma will f;"g;r‘;s“ﬁ;‘;"i uay ﬁféfﬁhifﬁfg factors for
always be needed. treatment of illness * New research for life

threatening diseases
We would like to compensate you for your time when giving the gift of life.
You can earn over $100.00 per month.
[ Bring this ad and first time donors receive $20. |
Call for information and/or appointment.

1 East Broad St. 804-648-1685 Richmond, Va. 23219
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