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TUESDAY — Partly cloudy with
highs in the mid-80s. Low in
the mid-70s.
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- VCU makes
3 campus ‘more
accessible’

Pete Van Vieet
CT AssocIATE SporTs EDITorR

The university, in an attempt to become more acces-
sible, is in the process of cementing and laying bricks on
Linden Street between Floyd Avenue and Main Street.

For VCU this could be a motto.

First it was the pebbling of both Shafer Court and
Linden Street and then the bricking of Shafer Court and
this summer the bricks are being put down on Linden
Street.

“Everything is going excellent,” said Rick Duncan, one
ofthebrick layers. “What they have done won’t be very bad
atall.”

What was once the most coveted parking spot on
campus will soon be a brick pathway between the Busi-
ness Building and the University Student Commons.

The brick pathway runs from the Flovd Avenue inter-
section to the drain sewer just short of Main Street.

VCU bought the strip of road during the 1993-94 school
year and closed it off to traffic. Last year, in a beautifica-
tion process, the road was stripped of its original pave-
ment and covered with tar and pebbles.

‘Shawn Gary/Commonwealth Times

PAVING THE WAY — For the second consecutive year, VCU is working on Linden Street.

Last year, the schoolpebbled the street. Workers are now laying bricks down to make the

street more accessible.

Ad Center ready to open

Hans Strapec
AsSOCIATE SPECTRUM EDITOR

The new VCU Ad Center is preparing
for its first class of students. The center,
the only one of its kind, has been three
years in the making. Including renova-
tions of the downtown site, there was re-
search done throughout the country andin
Richmond to determine what skills and
abilities professionals in the advertising
industry were looking for when hiring
graduates. The Ad Centerisalso uniquein
that it brings together the business and
creative aspects of advertising.

Art direction, copywriting and account
management will be offered in a two year
master’s degree program that will empha-
size integrated marketing and real world
experience. New media such as on-line
advertisingalsowill be taught. Media buy-
ing and accournit planning are two disci-
plines the school plans to add to the cur-
riculum once it establishes itself.

“We built profiles of the ideal graduate
in a number of different areas — art direc-
tion, account management and
copywriting, “ said Diane Cook-Tench, di-
rector of the Ad Center, “In our research
we asked ‘What do you need to really
develop a strong career in the industry?

“Wewenttothebestintheindustryand
did research. With focus groups we fine
tuned the profiles. Then we built the pro-
gram around the fine tuned profile.”

The graduate faculties of the School of
Business, School of Mass Communications
and the School of the Arts also had some
involvement in the development of the
program.

“We built a program that took advan-
tage of the strengths the university had to
offer, coupled with the strengths that were
on our doorstep because we are literally
within blocks of one of the top 10 creative
advertising communities in the country, “
Cook-Tench said.

The center will also have the latest
technology for students to use. There will
be computer areas with Macintosh work-
stationsloaded with graphicssoftwareand
media-planning programs. Students will
be able to check out Powerbook computers
to aid in their work. Also available will be
hand-held video cameras, audio-visualand
editing equipment. The center also has a
site on the World Wide Web, a gallery area
for students to display work and a state of
the art presentation room.

Part of the graduate program will in-
clude a paid 12 week internship, in which
the students will be working on real adver-
tising accounts. Bringing reality into the
program, a student can be fired from their
internship for not performing their job
well. A mentorship program connecting
Ad Center students with advertising ex-
ecutives throughout the country is being

Ad Center continuedtopage4 >

Shannon Bender
CT StAFF WRITER

The ability to travel, learn about new
cultures and help people in need are three
features of the Peace Corps. And for stu-
dentswith thoseinterests, the Peace Corps
may be the perfect place to get a job, and
they just might have an opening.

The federal volunteer overseas service
recruited 3,292 graduates during its on-
campus recruiting efforts during the 1995-
96 school year, leading the list of the top
100 employers responding to an annual
recruitingsurveyby Black Collegian maga-
zine.

“It will be one of the most important
things you do in life,” said Brendan Daly,
pressdirector of the Peace Corps. “You will
be ready to take on new challenges much
easier when you return.”

Celebrating its 35th anniversary this
year with 7,000 volunteers in 94 countries,
the Peace Corps trains and sends Ameri-
cans to newly developing countries to help
those countries meet their needs for skilled
manpower.

In August 1961, the first volunteers
went overseas to help many of those coun-
triesafter the Peace Corps was established
by President John F. Kennedy with an
Executive Order. Since then 143,000 vol-

Linden Street continued to page 4 »

Graduates benefit from
Peace Corps experience

unteers have served more than 130 coun-
tries.

“People have benefited from their expe-
rience with a feel ofaccomplishment,” Daly
said. “You learn about new cultures and
more about yourself.”

Volunteers, who usually serve for two
years including a training period, are sent
only to those countries that invite them.
They work on projects requested by the
host country in areas of education, health,
agriculture and community development.

“Anytime you become involved in ser-
vice, ultimately you are the largest recipi-
ent of the act,” said L. Victor Collins, direc-
tor of VCU’s Office of Minority Affairs.

Collins, who counsels and offers advice
in career exploration for students, said he
would recommend the Peace Corps to
graduates who want to grow and have a
better unders*anding of the world.

Volunteers'inust be at least 18 years of
age and must be able to meet high medical
qualifications. Skilled craft workers and
thosewith professional trainingareneeded,
but a college degree may not always be
required depending on the skill.

“In deciding on a volunteer we look not
only at skills but also at a person’s sense of
adventure and sense of humor,” Daly said,

Peace Corps continued to page 4 >
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* Sentinel Lymph Node biopsy
benefits patients with melanoma

A national study underway at
VCU will determine if breast-cancer pa-
tients can benefit from a biopsy procedure
that has been successfully used for skin-
cancer patiénts. Patients with melanoma,
the most serious kind of skin cancer, have
benefitted from an advance that has re-
duced pain and complications of surgically
determining if their cancer has spread.

For patients with cancer, the
choice of follow-up treatment is largely
dependent on a surgical biopsy that re-
veals whether the cancer has spread be-
yonditsinitial site. First signs of spreading
appear in the lymph nodes, a part of the
immune system that acts as a filtering
system for the body. If the nodes show no
traceofcancer, additional therapy may not
be necessary. If the cancer spread, how-
ever, follow-up treatments could prevent a
recurrence.

* Virginia’s African-Americans,
Hispanics and Caucasians differ on
responses to HIV/AIDS

Caucasaians, African-American
and Hispanic Virginians differ in their
knowledge about HIV/AIDS, and in their
attitudes about who should be responsible

Health

NOTES

News from the medical community

A

for prevention and treatment.

These research findings were pre-
sented at the 11th International Confer-
enceon AIDS thattook place July 7 through
July 12 in Vancouver, Canada.

The research was conducted by the Sur-
vey Research Laborstory of VCU in col-
laboration with the Virginia HIV Commu-
nity Planning Committee.

The findings are drawn from two sur-
veys concluded in 1995 to assess Virgin-
ians’HIV-related knowledge, attitudesand
behavior.

According to conference organiz-
ers, 5,626 research abstracts were submit-
ted from 125 countries, on topics in basic
science, clinical science, public health and
social sciences.

More than 15,000 participants are ex-
pected to attend the conference.

The surveys obtained 1,087 re-
sponses from Caucasains, 365 from Afri-
can-Americans, and 492 from Hispanics.
In the survey all groups tended to over-
state the likelihood of transmission in sev-
eral situations in which transmission is
very unlikely or impossible, however, this
tendency was stronger among Hispanic
and African-American respondents than
among whites.Most respondents in all
groups had some appreciation of the effec-
tiveness of condoms as a means of prevent-
ing the spread of HIV. Ninety-four percent

Call the CT at 828-1058
for more information.

Want to email a newstip? Send it to
mac4pgw @cabell.vcu.edu
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of Caucasians, 93 percent of African-Ameri-
cans and 84 percent of Hispanics said that
the use of condoms is a very or somewhat
effective prevention method.

More than 90 percent of respon-
dents in each of the samples said it is very
important for individuals and their family
to take responsibilty for HIV prevention.
The three groups differed in their views
about the responsibility of others, with
African-Americans and Hispanicsindicat-
ing stronger support for a role for
governemnt, public schools and churches.

¢ Drowning is second leading
cause of unintentional-injury death
for Virginia’s children and adoles-
cents

According toa VCU study, drown-
ing is a leading cause of unintentional-
injury death for children and adolescents
in Virginia, second only to motor vehicle
accidents.

Inthestudy, 163drowningdeaths
of children and adolescents ages 19 and
younger from January 1989 to December
1994 were reviewed.

Analysis showed that Virginia’s annu-
alized drowning rate for children and ado-
lescents wasslightlylower than thenation’s
—1.44 and 2.10 per population of 100,000
respectively.
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————————— e

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

HOW TO

GET MORE COLLEGE
FINANCIAL AID!

Every Student Is Eligible For
Some Type Of Financial Aid
Regardless Of Grades
Or Parental Income.

Toreceive abrochure:

Name:

Address:

City: State: —— Zip:
Area Code: () Phone: _

'WILLIAM WAGNER / TA WMW ENTERPRISES
4614 FITZHUGH AVE.
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA £3230-3708

PH. 158-3662 /

804-3!
FAX 804-358-1644

The study also revealed that
groups at particularly high risk for drown-
ingincluded African-Americansand males.
Most deaths occured in the afternoon and
evening hours, and 82 percent of the
drownings occured in the spring or sum-
mer.

¢ National trial for antacids vs.
heartburn surgery begins at VCU

With more than two to three mil-
lion people in possible need of surgery for
chronic heartburn, VCU will compare the
benefits of medication and surgery for se-
vere heartburn.

The national trial being done at
VCU’s MCV campus, will compare
Omeprazole, an effective acid-blocking
medicine with few side effects, and
laparoscopic surgery for gastroesophageal
reflux disease.

Reflux disease is caused by a progres-
siveweakeningofmuscles thatallowsstom-
ach contents, made up of food, acid and
other secretions, to flow back into the
esophagus.

Symptoms include severe heartburn,
regurgitation, belching, spasms and indi-
gestion. The exact cause of the disease is
unknown although diet, stress and heredi-

-tary factors play key roles.

Where that girl
who has more holes
in her nose
than you have

in your whole body
buys her shoes.

More cool shoes
for spring. :

iy e

2820-C W. Cary St.




MONDAY, AuEI.LSt 5, 1996 CommonwealthTIMES 4 3

Professor
honored for
dedication

Melissa Morera
CT StAFF WRITER

As part of the college of Humanities and Sciences 30th anniver-
sary celebration, Lynn D. Nelson, professor of sociology and anthro-
pology, will receive the ELske v. P. Smith Distinguished Lecture
Award.

Susan E. Kennedy, associate dean for the College of Humanities
and Sciences, said the award recognizes Nelson’s creative teaching
techniques and his dedication to his students.

Awarded every year since 1992, the award honors Smith, a
former dean of the College of Humanities and Sciences

“This is anice honor — that indicates people have actually taken
some note of my research and teaching,” Nelson said.

Onethird ofthe year, Nelson said, he conducts research through-
out Russia, studying such topics as its economic and political
transition to democracy.

Nelson used this data to co-author twobooks, “Radical Reform in
Yeltsin’s Russia” and “Property to the People both studies of
Russian privatization. He’s now working on a book that concerns
Russia’s elitist society.

Judyth Twigg, associate professor of political science and public
administration, said she can’t think ofanyone more deservingofthe
Distinguished Lecture Award.Scholars and international organi-
zations, she said, recognize Nelson’s studies as a tool to assist

Shawn Galleommonwealth Tlmes
AWARD WINNER — Lynn D. Nelson, professor of sociology and anthropology,
shown here teaching a class, won the Elske v. P. Smith Distinguished Lecture
Award. The award honors a faculty member who demonstrates excellent teaching
techniques, a good service record and significant scholarly work.

Russia through their transition to democracy.
Furthermore, his reports are used by international government
agencies, the medla and for academic journals written in English

and Russian.

Kennedy said this knowledge and practical experience Nelson

delivers back to his students.

“There is a marriage between his scholarly work and his teach-

ing,” Twigg said

Nelson said besides sharing his research with his students, he
encourages them to investigate their topics and emphasizes the
importance of research and writing in his classes.

The 300 students in his Sociology 101 classes divide into writing
labs, he said. They write essays using information from the lecture,
their own research, the World Wide Web and Lexus-Nexus.

“I have them write about what’s going on in the world,” Nelson
said. “After the assassination of Rabin (Yitzhak Rabin, prime

minister ofIsrael) they wrote about ethnic hostility
— the root of it and how it can be dealt with.”

VCU students, Nelson said, have a wide variety
ofcultures and perspectives that contributegreatly
to class discussions.When he arrived at VCU in
1972, he said, he was impressed by the innovation
of the students and the faculty.

“People weren't afraid to try new things,” said
the Ohio State University graduate. “m really
interested in studying different cultures and sub-
cultures and what accounts for the various per-
spectives different societies have.”

The professor called the Russian culture fasci-
nating because of its rich tradition and strength.

“It’s a culture that thrives on drama,” he said.
“They have survived tremendous hardships.”

Government grants enable Nelson to fund and

said.

supervise a research team of about 30 people who
collect statistical data from five regions in Russia —
Moscow, Ekaterinburg, Kazan, Veronezh and
Smolensk.

The people on the team live in these areas, he said,
and while he’s in the United States they continue the
study. This year they have interviewed 12,000 people
for statistical data.

Being the only American on the team, he said, he
had to learn to speak Russian fluently. Kennedy said
she finds Nelson’s work exciting because it draws
from so many disciplines.

" He not only studies sociological efforts, she said,
but also politics and economics.

“Someone ofhis great quality and consideration for
the students really makes a difference,” Kennedy

Business school teacher a leader in information systems

Shannon Bender
CT STAFF WRITER

As the state capital and home for many
corporate headquarters and major infor-
mation system organizations, Richmond
has much to offer students and faculty in
the School of Business.

“It’s an exciting place for someone like
me,” said Jeff Hubona, assistant professor
of information systems in the school.

He came to VCU in spring 1996 and
teaches undergraduates in information
systems while researching areas of user
interface.

‘While computer science is more techni-
cal in dealing with the theory of computing
and how computers are built, information
systems involves more use-orientation in
studying computer systems usage and de-
velopment.

“I'm interested in the user aspect of -

human intelligence,” said Hubona, who
teaches courses in decision support sys-
tems, expert systems and system analysis
and design.

Hubonahasserved ontheacademicand
industrial sides of information systems as
well as doing research for journals and

conferences in evaluating system designs
and user interface.

“We are excited and pleased he has
joined our faculty,”said Richard Redmond,
chairman of the Department of Informa-
tion Systems. “We are impressed with his
credentials.”

Hubona received his undergraduate
degree in psychology from the University
of Virginia before earning his master’s
degree in finance from George Mason Uni-
versity. He then spent almost 10 years in
the industry.

While an executive of a consulting firm,
Hubona said he found his work too stress-
ful and decided to return to school. Moving
south, Hubona completed his master’s and
doctoral degrees at the University of South
Florida.

“Heoffers tothe department a variety of
talents,” Redmond said. “We are looking
forward to a long and productive relation-
ship with him.”

Hubonaresearches, trains and consults
for area businesses through the off-cam-
pus programs in the Information Systems
Research Institute.

The institute, which also is involved in
job placement and special projects, works

with the public and private sectors in off-
campus programs.

“One ofthe purposes ofthe instituteis to
foster communication with the commu-
nity,” Hubona said. “People look to the
university for things that are happeningin
technological advances.”

The institute brings in executives to
interact and share ideas about technology,
research and recent developments in the
information systems field. It evolved natu-
rally with local business executives com-
ing to the university for advice in informa-
tion systems.

“Hehas a genuine interestin helping us
build our ties with the Richmond commu-
nity,” said James Wynne, director of the
institute.

A visiting scientist for the Naval Re-
search Laboratory in Washington, D.C.,
Hubona conducts collaborative researchin
areas of artificial intelligence. In addition,
he has a contract with Goddard Space
Flight Center performing studies of third-
dimensional visualization prototypes for
mission control operations.

“He brings an element of the real world
to the classroom with good examples of the
applications that he teaches,” Wynnesaid.

“He has brought an area of expertise that
we didn’t have before.”

Jean Gasen, an associate professor of
information systems, works with Hubona
onaresearch project examining userinter-
face issues.

They are studying how computers
present information and what influence it
hasonauser’s dec151on-makmg abilityand
performance.

“He brings a great deal of breadth and
experience in research and consulting,”
Gasen said. “We felt that he would make a *
strong contribution to the department.”

Gasen, co-chairman of the search com-
mittee for hiring new faculty, said the
faculty selected Hubona because of his
excellent research record and his strong
technical bacl:ground and experience.

Hubona said he likes being a professor
and would like to continue to teach and do
research at VCU until he retires. He would
like to develop new courses in project man-
agementand object-oriented system analy-
sis and design.

“The world is becoming a specialized
place—ithelps tohave marketable skills,”
Hubona advised students interested in
technical fields of study.
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e 13th An.nual Carytown Water-
melon Festival

Watermelon, watermelon and more
watermelon! That’s what you will find at
the 13th Annual Carytown Watermelon
Festivalfrom 10a.m.to6p.m.onAug. 11,
between Nansemond Avenue and South
Colonial Street.

Offering two stages the festival’s
music line-up is one you won't want to
miss. On the main state, in
the Jefferson Bank parking
lot, patrons can enjoy the
music of Dog’s New Clothes
at 12 p.m., Alvin Breeden
and the Virginia Cut-ups at
1:15 p.m., Used Carlotta at
2:30 p.m. and Li’l Ronnie
and the Royal Kings at 4 p.m.

On the Plan 9 Stage, on Sheppard
Street, performancesinclude Baaba Seth
at 1 p.m., Skuttlebutt at 2:15 p.m., Uni-
fied Punk Theory at 3:30 p.m. and Frog
Legs at 4:45 p.m.

The festival also includes sidewalk
sales by area merchants, 65 various arts
and crafts vendors, food provided by local
merchants and live music for all ages
throughout the day.Jugglers, puppet
shows, games and fun rides are available
for the kids and admission is free. For
more information, call 359-4645.

¢ Down Home Family Reunion

The sixth annual Down Home Family
Reunion brings music, dance, food, crafts
and traditional leisure activities down-
town to Abner Clay Park, West Leigh
Street and Brook Road, in historic Jack-
son Ward on Saturday, Aug. 17, from 2
p.m.to 7 p.m.

FYI

for your information

The festival, which is free, celebrates
African-American folkloreandisdesigned
to link West African and African-Ameri-
can cultural traditions, while also dem-
onstratingwaysthese practiceshavebeen
absorbed by the American South.

For more information, call the Elegba
Folklore Society at 644-3900.

* New rate structure at the
Science Museum of Virginia

Starting Aug, 1, a new
price structure went into ef-
fect at the Science Museum of
Virginia. Deputy Director
Jack Parry said in a press
releasemakingtheannounce-
ment that visitors will notice
several changes.

“We are raising some prices and low-
ering others. Beginning the first of Au-
gust, the youth price for exhibits will
actually drop,” he said. “People who com-
bine both the exhibits and a film in our
OMNIMAX theater will get a discount.
And visitors will no longer pay extra to
see a planetarium show.

“Those shows will be included in the
ticket to see museum exhibits. Basically,
we have simplified our rate structure to
reflect our customer needs.”

Underthe new price structure, exhibit
tickets are $4 for children fourto 12 years
old, $5 for adults, and $4.50 for seniors
ages 60 and older. Film tickets are $4 for
anyone four years or older. A price break
comes for visitors who buy tickets for
both the film and the exhibits. The com-
bination ticket is $7 for children, $8 for
adults and $7.50 for seniors.

For more information, call 367-6552
or 1-800-659-1727.
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MS. PRESIDENT — Barbara J. Ford, executive director of the
VCU Libraries, has been elected pre5|dent of the American
Library Association for the 1997-98 term.

LINDEN STREET

continued from page 1

Although its looks may have been ap-
pealing, complaints arose from the skate
borders and the wheelchair-users.

The latter of the two had a valid point
and the university made the decision to
make the area more accessible.

Carl Purdin, assistant director of Ar-
chitectural Services, said the university
had identified some areas that were inac-
cessible to wheelchair-users and is in the
process of correcting those areas.

“The pathway is in response to many
complaintsthat we havereceived,”hesaid.
“Obviously it was an inaccessible surface.
Thisisbeingdone toaddressthatconcern.”

The new pathway will resemble that of
Shafer Court, which had the same prob-
lem of accessibility.

Linden Street will not have the grid-
like pattern of Shafer Court and will have
fewer patches of loose pebbles.

VCU is funding the project, which costs

AD CENTER

nearly $100,000, with state funds.

Also being worked on at the same time
is the Commons Plaza.

Gone are the cement triangle blocks
and some of the trees.

In their place will stand park-like
benches with tables.

BartHall, director ofthe Unversity Stu-
dent Commons, said the roots had dam-
aged some of the concrete, makin g the
area dangerous to pedestrians.

“The problem was at the base of the
cement and the triangles were uncomfort-
able,” he said. “Hopefully the new tables
and benches will be better.”

Hall said the new area will be more
conducive to studying and other events
that will take place in the plaza.

Lining the new Linden Street path will
be park benches. A sample bench was on
display at the commons during the sum-
mer.

continued from page 1

developed with the board members.

“The idea is to link up every student in
the center with a professional of high
standing somewhere in the country. A per-
son you could e-mail, send your work to
quarterly and get feedback on it, someone

who feels a an ownership for you as a
person,” said Cook-Tench.

Cook-Tench said the Ad Center has
gotten support from the Richmond adver-
tising community as well as the advertis-
ing industry as a whole.

PEACE CORPS

continued from page 1

“because things may not always go your
way.”

Daly said volunteers may request going
to a specific country, but a person’s back-
ground willdecide his/her destination. For
example, a person having a health back-
ground in HIV/AIDS education may be
sent to Chad, an African country with an
AIDS epidemic.

“We match skills with the need of the
country,” Daly said.

Atraining period, which canlast nine to
14 weeks, teaches the volunteers the lan-
guage of their host country and its
economy, geography, history and customs.

Within any given country 15 to 20 vol-
unteers serve, but someone could be the
only person assigned to a village. A living
allowance is paid in the local currency for
their serviceand scaled to the conditions of
the host country. When volunteers leave
the Peace Corps, they receive a readjust-
ment payment of $5,400.

“You live and work with the people and
become part of the group — part of the
culture,” Daly said.

The federal agency budget of $219 mil-
lion depends on support from Congress.

“We get very good support,” Daly said,
with eight former Peace Corps volunteers
serving in Congress. “We have people fa-
miliar with the Peace Corps.”

Students wanting to gain a feel for the
volunteer service while in school may look
at the volunteer service program on cam-
pus called the AmeriCorps.

“The AmeriCorps is helping America at
home,” said Annie Lewis, director of the
program. “For those students interested

in serving their community at home, itisa
great learning experience.

“You will learn practical skills and
hands-on experience that you would not
havegained in college.”

The domestic service program, also es-
tablished by President Kennedy, can be
found in every state in the country and
has about 400 different programs with
more than 20,000 members. VCU’s pro-
gramhas 36 members includinglocal area
college students and residents in the com-
munity.

“The AmeriCorps sites across the na-
tion have the same goal, and same mission
—to make their communities a better
place to live,” Lewis said.

As with the Peace Corps, a student
must be 18 or older, a U.S. resident and
willing to make a one-year commitment.
After they complete the program, mem-
bers are given an education award that
can be used for future tuition or to pay off
loans.

A student volunteering for the
AmeriCorps can add that experience to
the 10-page detailed application required
by the Peace Corps. With regional offices
throughout the country, Arlington is the
site for recruiting volunteers in Virginia,
Washington, D.C. and Maryland. About
4,000 people are accepted each year.

Black Collegian Magazine found that
employersplanningtohire morethan 2,000
graduates this year were two Chicago-
based consulting and accounting firms,
Anderson Consulting, LLP and Arthur
Andersen LLPand Enterprise Rent-A-Car.

For more information, call Annie Lewis

WRITE FOR NEWS.
Call Paul or Tricia at
828-1058.

at 528-1579.
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You get your tongue pierced
You can barely talk

t

You call dad 1-800-COLLECT

He’s proud you saved him money

He can’t figure out a word you're saying
He thinks you're ill

He sends you extra cash

You get your nose pierced

v

'1-800-COLLECT |

disance cals Savings based on a 3minute ATST operator-daled nersate cal | SAVE THE PEOPLE YOU CALL UP T0 44%
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DO IT!

DEAR EprTror, CoMMONWEALTH TIMES:

This slogan —variations of which have
been made popular by several companies
— is a fitting mantra for new students to
VCU. The variety of opportunities for in-
volvement and participationis almostinfi-
nite. Activities, organizations and events
that promote professional interest, per-
sonal development, social responsibility or
just plain fun flourish across campus —
mostly through the commitment and effort
of other students.

Likewise, many services and conve-
niences are available to help make life on
campus a bit simpler, and numerous infor-
mation resources are available to keep you
posted on how and where to take advan-
tage of all that VCU has to offer. Finally,
you will find most of the activities and
events — and even many of the support
services — are offered free or at a low cost
to students.

So what is the catch? That’s where “Do
it!” comes in. All of these opportunities
depend on you to take the time and invest

he energy to “DO IT! ... What ever “it” is.
j?*'he benefits can include meeting new
" people, learning new skills, contributing to
the university’s success and discovering
more about yourself. But “it” all starts with
you! Tohelp, hereisabrief“DO IT!” list for
the upcoming fall semester — check off
items as you “DO I'F!”:

 do participate in New Student Orien-
tation (Aug. 22 through Aug. 24) tobecome
more familiarwith all VCU hasto offerand
how to make the best of it. :

¢ do enroll in VCU 101 to get a better
start on your academic journey and seek
out services like the Academic Success
Program (828-6200).

¢ douse the security escort service (828-
WALK) and learn safety tips so you may
travel to and from campus without worry.

*-do pick up and read a copy of the VCU
Resource Guide (available at the student
orientation program or at the commons
information center. This is a wonderful
tool available to everyone.

e do pick up a “This Month @ VCU”
calendar each month in the commons or
other campus buildings and call the com-
mons information center (main lobby —
828-1981) regularly to find out what is
going on and how to participate.

 dolearn to use the electronic informa-
tion resources on the VCU Web site (http:/
fwww.vcu.edu) including the Student Ac-
tivities Center site (http://www.vcu.edw/
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safwev/activities.html) and use the stu-
dent information kiosks around campus.

® do read the Commonwealth Times,
The Vine, VCU Voice and watch Stay-in-
Touch TV in the commons regularly to
keep up with what is happening on cam-
pus.

® do visit or call the Student Activities
Center (The commons information center,
lowerlevel/828-3648/VCU-DoIT!)and plan
to stop by the organization fair (at the
Common Plaza on Sept. 11) to find out
which organizations you want to join.

® do commit to making a difference in
the Richmond area by getting involved in
one of the many community-service pro-
grams, such as the Carver Promise Project
—just contact the Student Activities Cen-
ter to find out how to get involved.

* do attend the lectures, films, dances,
concerts, comedy shows, performances,
exhibits and recitals presented by the Ac-
tivities Programming Board (828-7550),
other student groups and departments.
These events are offered almost every day
of the week.

¢ do make time to be involved in the
decisions affecting student life by getting
to know a member of the Student Govern-
ment Association (828-7551) and consider
becoming a member yourself.

¢ do get involved in the Commuter Stu-
dent Lobby (828-6500), an advocacy group
for commuting students or the activities of
your residence hall if you live on campus.

¢ doenjoy therichdiversity ofthe people
and cultures that form the VCU commu-
nity by participating in some of the many
programs and events sponsored by ethnic/
cultural student groups.

® do use the convenient services in the
Commuter Lounge (Commons Theater,
first floor/828-6492) such as the off-cam-
pus housing bureau and rental lockers to
make your time on campus easier.

¢ do something for yourself by making
time to use campus recreation/fitness fa-
cilities (recreational sports/ 828-6220) or
join an intramural team, register for an
aerobics class or get involved with a sports
club.

So, what are you waiting for? Don’t let
the parade of daily campus life pass you by
... participate ... get involved ... Do it!

Sincerely,

Bart A. Hall — Director
University Student Commons
and Activities

Jenny Swiger

Laurie McKay-Smith  Corey Fyke
Richard Taliaferro

The editorial section of the CommonwealthTIMES is a forum open to all members of the Virginia

Commonwealth University community. Students, faculty and administrators are encouraged to submit

editorials expressing their opinions and concems. The opinions expressed are those of individual writers
and do not nscessarily reflect the views of theCommonwealthTIMES or VCU.

We reserve the right to edit all letters for grammar, style and space. Letters should not exceed one

single-spaced typed page. Letters must be signed and must include daytime and evening phone

numbers.
Editorial e-mail: eng3slr@hibbs. Mailing address: P. O. Box 842010, Richmond, VA 23284-2010. Drop|
box location: 1149 General Purpose Academic Building (outside of theCommonwealthTIMES office).
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Expectations ....

DEAR EprTor, COMMONWEALTH TIMES:

A friend of mine has this saying —
“Sometimes the obscure takes a while to
see; the obvious takes longer.” Well, this
seems to apply to VCU. If I were in a
position to offer advice to an incoming
freshman, Iwould stress the importance of
double checking, if not triple checking ev-
erything.

When I transferred to this institution a
few yearsago, Ireceived afew moresuprises
thanThadbargained

Ibegan toget worried and called VCUin
late May, to be sure that I had followed
procedures correctly.

Again the woman assured me I had
done everything right. She said that it was
“obvious” that I was on the ball and could
expect a response any day now.At the end
of May, with no word, I started to get a
strong, bad feeling. I called the financial-
aid office once again. This time, however, I
was not in an especially good mood and
explained that I was

for...especiallywhen
it came to paying for
my
education.e institu-
tion to continue my

ferred from a com-
munity college and

smooth transition. I
won’t say that I was &
upsetwithwhathap- Out

pened but was more

The fact of the matter is VCU
higher has about 30,000 students, and
that generates a lot of paper-
education, I trans- work. The probability that
everything will go smoothly is
was very eager for a about that of Ike Turner pro-
ducing a “making love work-
video seminar.

told that I could an-
ticipate an answer
April. T still chuckle
today at this response
— the woman in-
formed me — “Oh, we
telleveryonethat. You
can’treally expectany-
thing ‘til the end of
July.”

Thefact of the mat-
ter is VCU has about
30,000 students, and

caught in a sense of

wonderment. It was the same sort of feel-
ing thatIgot whenIheard the newsreport
of the man who robbed a bank and tried to
flush the gun down the toilet of a hotel
room to avoid leaving evidence behind.
‘What were these people thinking?

Iwas an eager heaver to make sure that
everything wasabsolutely perfect. Iturned
in all of my stuff to the financial-aid office
by Jan. 30, toensure that Iwould know the
status of my financial situation as soon as
possible.

Well, the woman assured me that all
would be revealed by at least April 15, and
she even thanked me for turning my infor-
mation in early.

“We need more students like you,” she
said. April came and went and I heard
nothing.

that generates a lot of
paperwork.

The probability that everything will go
smoothly is about that of Ike Turner pro-
ducinga“makinglove workout”videosemi-
nar.
On thelighter side, there are some won-
derful clubs, activities and cultural events
that take place at VCU.

Ultimately, students will need to be
responsible for their own fate.

Alarge part ofthe college learning expe-
rience is how to deal with life, and if a
student can navigate the turbulent waters
of the financial-aid aplomb, then every-
thing else is a breeze. College can be the
best four, six or eight years of your life, but
it is your life and what you make of it.

Sincerely,
William Cooper

“Independence we often fight for; freedom we have to live.”

— Anne Wilson Schaef, author, 1994.

EDITORIAL
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Sorry, Pam fans...

Dispelling the myth of

For many people, summer is analogous to sand, sun
and surf. The roar of the ocean and the first whiff of the
salty air captivate many a vacationer, beckoning them to
the sea’s watery arms. But danger lurks in even the most
favored places. .

Forothers, summer means taking the responsibility of
protecting these summer hedonists. Beach lifeguards are
an ever present part of the beach scene, ready tosave alife
in less time than it takes for a wave to break onto the
shore.

The popular TV series “Baywatch” has given beach
lifeguards a lot of attention. However, the perfect, hard-
bodied models-turned actresses and actors portraying
lifeguards distorts the realty of such a vital job.

According to Kent Hinnant, captain of the Virginia

Beach Lifesaving Service, “Baywatch” is unrealistic in
terms of what the day to day lifeguarding process is all
about.

“I think a lot of people want to come out here thinking
this is where the action is and that’s true to only to a
degree,” he said.

Unlike “Baywatch” wherelifeguards are solving crimes
and performing dare-devil acts, a typical day in the life of
a Virginia Beach lifeguard starts at 9 a.m. when they
report for work and receive their assignments. They then
are given daily instructions as to what the water condi-
tions are like and any special things they should look out
for on that particular day.

They pick up their buoys and first-aid kits and head for
their assigned stands, which are equipped with radio

communications, by 9:30 a.m.

COULDIT BE...DAVID HASSELHOFF? Not quite. Life-
guards have one thing on their minds — protecting and

saving lives, not increasing TV ratings.

From about 9:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. they
perform some type of drill, such as
swimming, running or go over a medi-
cal scenario such as a neck or back
injury.

“Whether they occur or not, you have
to practice in case of something hap-
pening,” Hinnant said..

Each lifeguard has a break in the
morning, an hour for lunch and an-
other break in the afternoon. The work
day usually ends at 5 p.m. or 6 p.m.

The Virginia Beach life saving ser-
vice runs on a four month seasonal
basis. Beginning two weeks before Me-
morial Day weekend and ending two
weeks after Labor Day, the service op-
erates seven days a week. Typically,
each guard works an average of five
days in a week.

Each prospective lifeguard must
have an American Red Cross or YMCA
lifeguard certification, which “gets them
through the door,” Hinnant said. After
that, they go through a long training
program where each person is required
tospend acertainamount of time work-
ing as an assistant lifeguard on a life-
guard stand with a senior lifeguard. In
addition to these things, they must
have a CPR card every year.

Although these things are very im-
portant, the most crucial requirement
for the lifeguard hopefuls is a good
performance in the competitive swim.
At the start of the summer, they are
lined up and the take the swim and only
the best of the group are chosen.

“Everybody has to do it year to year.
It’s not like you can rest on your laurels
fromoneyear tothe next,”said Hinnant.
“That way it keeps it kind of competi-
tive and keeps the level of performance
much higher.”

He added that about 60 percent to 65
percent of the lifeguards return be-
cause some have graduated from col-
lege and are venturing out into their

careers.

“Being that they are
career-oriented people,
this is not an end in it-
self. This is something
that’s a building experi-
ence,” Hinnant said.
“The one’s who start in
their high school years,
we like to look at as
where else can a young
person save a life?”

He added that the ex-
perience looks good on a
resume because of the
rigorous nature of
lifeguarding at a beach
rather than at a pool.

“Everybody needs to
be saved, but there is
much more going on out
here. Everyday is a dif-
ferentday,”hesaid. “You
don’tknow what the wa-
ter will be like. Today it
can be relatively calm
and tomorrow the waves
can be five to 10 feet
high. A pool remains the
same. Currents are con-
stantly changing. Tides
are constantly chang-
ing.”

The service performs
about 250 serious life-
threateningrescuesina
summer season, hesaid.
These are rescues that
the lifeguards not inter-
vened the person would
have drowned or risked
serious injury.

“That does not seem like a lot, but you look at all the
preventative actions. We might have to deal with people
as many as a couple thousand times a day in terms of
blowing a whistle, trying to get people to come in a little
closer so they don’t get blown out to sea. This type of
thing,” Hinnant said.

“So we have to kind of keep that in perspective. A
lifeguard, if he is really doing his job, won’t have to make
very many rescues because he is trying to participate and
prevent. Trying to be pro-active (opposed to) reactive.”

Because the lifeguards at Virginia Beach are posi-
tioned so close together, the level of safety is greater.

“Many beaches have as little as one guard where we
have maybe three guards,” he added. “When you have
that you end up being more reactive. Obviously the
guards do the best they can with what they have avail-
able, but when you have a much larger distance, the
farther the sea the farther to run to, you’re more apt to
have more problems. This system here at Virginia Beach
and for the state of Virginia is a tremendous asset.”

Onthebackofeach lifeguard stand, thereis aswimmer’s

e £ .
A FAMILY AFFAIR —The Vil

Lifesaving Service was star
Captain “Dusty” Hinnant, fa
Kent Hinnant. (shown here)
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Kent Hinnant. (shown here)
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.someone could have a stroke or a

J,passive type drowning situation,

responsibility code. Hinnant firmly
recommends that beach visitors
read this code, which contains
many common-sense things, such
as suggesting swimmmers stay
near a lifeguard, learn to swim
and to not rely on a floatation de-
vice.

On a good note, Hinnant said
there has been no drownings yet
this season at Virginia Beach. Un-
fortunately, last year there were
two unwitnessed fatalities, which
means that no bystanders in the
water or the lifeguards saw any-
thing occur.

Hinnant explained that when
there is such a great number of
peopleinthe water, there aremany
different medical problems.

“Everybodyisaquestion mark,”
hesaid. “Wehavenoidea. Wedon’t
know whether someone has eaten
their breakfast, whether theyhave
been up allnight. Idon’t know how
much alcohol they consumed in
the last 24 hours. I have no knowl-
edge whatsoever of what the
person’s condition is, so we have to
be as cautious as we can. Some-
times people think we are being
over cau-
tious.”

HEED THIS WARNING—Beach goers are cautioned to read the swimmer’s responsibility
code while enjoying the natural wonder of summer.

over the years now that it has evolved. We're actually an
emergency medical (EMS) agency.”

He explained the service is a certified agency and all of
the supervisors are emergency medical technicians and
some are paramedics.

“If we had to deliver a

more in the party mode. He said some people have the
idea that it is a laid back job.

“That’s the kind of image some people have,” he said.
“They don’t realize how sophisticated it really has become

A person
could have a
diabeticsitu-
ation where
theypassout
in the water.
person
may be in-
toxicated or

‘heart attack, he said. When this
happens and no one is around, the
person just fades into the water
unbeknownst to anyone. For that
reason Hinnant advises that every-
one swim with another person.
This drowning is what they call

where had it occurred on the beach
it would have been considered an
occurrence and could have been
treated appropriately.

With “Baywatch” hot on our TV
sets, misconceptions concerning
beach lifeguards are prominent.

Hinnant said he thinks one mis-
conception is the appearance of the
lifeguard as not a particularly intel-

‘ligent individual who is strictly in-,
terested in the girls or guys and

babyouthere onthebeach
we are prepared to do
that,” he said. “If we have
a heart attack, I've got
people out here for being
on the scene to evaluate
and be able to give the
vitals to the rescue squad
or the hospital. They can
perform right along with
the rescue squad.”

Obviously some things
mesh with one of the
nation’s (and the world’s)
favorite TV show, and
Hinnant agrees that
“Baywatch” gives some-
what of an idea of what
goes on.

However, “There are a
lot of things they go into
that is strictly copy.”

JUST SAY THE
WORD—members
of the Virginia
Beach Lifesaving
Service are ready to
save a life at any-
time.
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At 727 W. Broad St, Rockitz (formerly
The Factory and Metro) has reopened but
with a different focus. Live bands will be
few and far between, and pool tables have
taken over the downstairs dance floor.

“We're aiming for a place for food and
drink now,” said C.J., seven-year veteran
bartender. A fur-lined, much smaller bar
now sits in the corner and many more
booths occupy the front of the building. The
crowd remains, however, essentially the
same — early 20s and alternative.

The clubhad been shut down because of
overcrowding on the upstairs dance floor,
which they are no longer using, said C.J.

The painting of a huge smiling sun can:

‘be seen from West Grace Street and now
decorates what was Marvin’s Gathering
Place and Eatery, now Chase’s Place. At
308 N. Laurel St., the restaurant has been
remodeled and offers a spiffed up menu in
an effort to create a more upscale atmo-
sphere.

“The insanity is gone,” said Kathy, a
bartender who also helped in the renova-
tion. “People can still have a good time and
get rowdy. But, they had better not break
anything, “ she added.

Chase’s Place currently is open from 6
p.m. to 2 a.m., Tuesday through Saturday
but may open for lunch in the fall.

Grace Street Cinemas, home of many
art films and “Rocky Horror Picture Show”
screenings, has returned to its original
status as the Biograph. Located in the
same 814 W. Grace St. building, the
Biograph will continue to show films but
plans to include art shows, live music and
theater.

Liz Fairbaion, who’s responsible for the
Biograph’s performance bookings, said the
theater is looking to provide a more hospi-
table atmosphere, with events going on
throughout the day rather than just at
night.

Adding to the comfortable atmosphere
are chess and scrabble tables set up by the
windows.

Also new is the Biograph’s Cafe, open
daily from “11 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. sort of,”
as the posted sign says. The cafe serves no
alcoholic beverages but coffee and mostly
vegetarian light fare.

On June 13, both Twisters, 929 W.
Grace St., and the Hole in the Wall, 309 N.
Laurel St., were closed down by the city of
Richmond. Health and building code viola-
tions were cited by the Richmond city code
official. Though no member of Twister’s
management was available, a sign posted
on the building’s front door indicated the
restaurant plans to reopen as soon as
plumbing, mechanical and electrical prob-
lems are repaired.

The owners of Hole in the Wall have not
commented as totheir plans for the restau-
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THE THEATER FORMERLY KNOWN AS GRACE STREET CINEMAS has returned to its

original status, the Biograph.

New exhibit ‘Parked’ at the

Anderson Gallery

Jenny Swiger

CT AssoqATE SPECTRUM EpiTor

Onlyonecarisallowed toparkin frontofthe
Anderson Gallery on the Franklin Street side-
walk.

And it’s not only a car, but it’s also part of a
work of art created by children in the
ArtCHAMPIONS program. The exhibit rep-
resents five weeks of work developing the
theme “Reparking Your Karma,” said Loretta
Cooper, development director ofthe Anderson
Gallery.

Thecarisdividedinhalf, onehalfrepresent-
ing “goodkarma”andtheotherindicating“bad
karma.” Each side of the car is connected to a
fence with pictures corresponding to the cho-
sen karma. Forexample, paintingson thegood
karma fence include a drug-free school sign
and a picture ofthe Red Crosslogo. In contrast,
the bad karma fence includes scenes of drugs

and churchburning. Seated inthedriver’sseat - |

ofeach halfofthe carisahuman figurecreated
by the children from newspaper and tape. This
isonly the outside portion of the exhibit; inside,
the exhibit continues with two decorated floor
coverings and karma wheels crafted by the
children.

Akarma wheel is a large circle, containing
several smallercircles, situated asgearswould
be, so that the turning of one causes the others
to spin. This exhibit demonstrates that the
actionsofone personaffectthelivesofothersas
well.

Each smaller circle has its own theme and
holds pictures taken by the children depicting
that theme.

“Each child worked on at least one partofa
project,”’said Kisha T. Skinner,amasscommu-
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gram.
Some children worked on decoratinga floor
covering, someon thekarmawheels,andsome
~ _ ez
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“The fence project and the video (project)
pulled kids from different groups everyday. ..
. That way each child had the opportunity to
Tl P s
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Monday, Aug. 5

Exhibit: “AtCHAMPIONS,” a display of works by children,
continues at the Anderson Gallery, 907 1/2 W. Franklin St. Itis
part of alearning program designed to show inner-city youth that
education is more than just classrooms and books. For more
information, call 828-1522.

Exhibit: The sixth annual national juried exhibition continues
at 1708 Gallery, 103 E. Broad St. More than 50 artists from
throughout the country are featured in the exhibit. For more
information, call 643-7829.

Exhibit: “Virginia in the 1950s” continues at the Virginia
Historical Society at the corner of Kensington Avenue and The
Boulevard. This display gives a glimpse into the culture of
everyday life during this crucial decade in Virginia history. For
more information, call 358-4901.

Film: “Dead Poets Society” is shown atnooninthe commons

Theater. For more information, call 828-6500.

Film: The suspenseful “Dangerous Minds” is presented at 5
p.m. in the Commons Theater. For more information, call 828-
6500.

Wednesday, Aug. 7

Concert: Walter Bell and the Latin Jazz Unit perform at noon
in the Commons Plaza. For more information, call 828-6500.
Thursday, Aug. 8

Concert: The Picketts, Seattle’s hottest roots rock band,
takes the stage at “Jumpin,” the summer concert series at the
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, 2800 Grove Ave. Gates open at
6 p.m. for the performance in the Sculpture Garden. For more
information, call 367-8148.

Concert: Cobblestone Brewery, 110 N. 18th St., presents
Gilue. For more information, call 644-2739.

Friday, Aug. 9

Concert: Splitting Atoms takes the stage at Cobblestone
Brewery, 110 N. 18th St. For more information, call 644-2739.

Saturday, Aug. 10

Special event: A benefit concert featuring The Fredds, the
Frog Leggs and Used Carlotta is presented by WBUZ 106.5 and
Plaza Drive-In, Belt Boulevard and Hull Street Road. The gates
open at 4 p.m. A Quentin Tarantino double feature follows.
Admission is $10. Food and favorite beverages are available at
an additional cost. For more information, call 232-0022 or 330-
5700.

: Bio Ritmo — Richmond’s very own salsa band that is rapidly gaining a
® national attention. A high energy, danceable show is guaranteed. =
- 2
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BS & M — These local
popsters have devel-
oped quite a regional
following playing a
mix of originals and
college favorites.

rage,

footsteps.

Pat McGee Band — His band has just become all the
and there are those questioning the
possibility of him following in Dave Matthews’

JON THE

. Tori Amos
at g'ie Carpente
Center on Aug.
17th. For jffforma-

Fighting Gravity — These local ska-
gods are a favorite of college stu-
dents all al<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>